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‘% us ? , ? _ ? : 

ELLLYLUVLS'L S22, 

Tg I TG TE THE FTE TE 5 IGE TE GTR TE TE TC 
Mr. Garthwait, -_ 


AVING in my hands a Praétical 

Treatife concerning The Gaufes of the 

Decay of Chriftian Piety fo vifible in this — 
our Age; written by the Excellent Author of 
The WHOLE DUTY OF eMAN: and 
having obtain’d permiffion to make it publick, I 
was in fome doubt whether the prefent difturb’d 
State of affairs, would not make it reafonable to 
delay the Edition: but confidering that times of 
difficulty and trouble bring: thoughts of Vertue 
into their minds, who forgot their Duty and their — 
God in afHuence and quiet: Iam apt to think 
a Difcourfe of this Kind feafonable enough at . 
this time. -— ; ; : 

Almighty God give youfome re- ,_ 
pair for ca * ce great Calamity : cr 
As it was the \Authors kindnefs that , | 
you fhould have the offer of this Tract, what- 
ever it prove, fo I think it will be a little the 
more feafonable, that it comes asa New-years 


a _ Your very loving Friend, 
fanuary, 1667, HE 


Lo 


hh oe 








HMSITSIN 

Tye 6 Tee gh sage ei ay ie Ugh Bh ee 
H 0 uG H this be the firff appearance this 
Tract has made in the world, yet its Being 
: 15 of somewhat amore ancient date; tt ha~ 
ving recezved tts lineaments and perfect form fome 
years fi fi nce: whenthe Author not having partial: ty 
enugh to think tt worthy publick view; had adjudg’d 
it, af not to perpetual darknefs, yet at leaft toa long | 
indefinet e fufbenfion from feetze light. In thes inter. 
ul, "tis morethan probable fome paffages may have 
lot much of their propriety to the prefent state of af- 
fairs, they having been adapted: to circumflances 
which may fince have received fome change : and. 
berein I muft befbeak: the Readers candor, to make 
fuch allowances as the matter foall require 5. of witch 
yet] fuppofe there will not occur very many, or very 
important occafions. 

BUT would God I were to ee for a yet fr 
greater abfurdity, that our {cene were joe 9 {hifi ed, that 
the whole defign of the enfuing difcourf: fes niuisht be- 
come one entire impertinence, and that our more emi- 
nent conformity fo the rules of our Obvijtian ind ituti- 
on, might fuperfede thefe difyuifitions above our fut- 
lances and aberrations. Evt alas, 1 fxd 1 have 
picht upona fubjett not like to be out- daved; vice 
-“e gaining not only frength, but ime! dence : nay » 
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we are not only become witneffes againft our felves by 
declaring.our Sin as Sodom, but we have forced God 
alfo to atteft againft us by punifiing us tn a manner tro 
deSconfpicuons and manifeft. And fuvely then ’tis 
more than time for us totake the Prophets advice, 
Hag.1.7. to confider our ways, to refleét not only 
on thofe robuft, gyant-like provocations which have 
thus bid defiance to Heaven; but alfo to fift out thofe 
Secret incendiaries that have inflamed us to this mad 
daring; to examine what that VQ", that infla- 
mable bitumen, the untemper'd morter ts with « 
which we build our Babel,.by difcovering thofe mif- ° 
perfwafions and falfe confidences, wherein many of - 
our other gutlts ave founded: in order to which this -- 
flight Traét offers its feeble, yet wel meant aids; 
being forced out of sts retirement, and like Crefus - 
his dumb Son, compell'd to fpeak by impulfe of the . 
prefent exigent: and bow defpicable foever the Mite’ | 
contributed be sn stfelf, yet if tt may provoke the 
more wealthy tocaft in richer gifts, st may prove to 
unprofitable agent for the Corban. “Tis evident this 
ts afeafon which not only warrants, but exaéls the 
moft importunate endeavours of perfwading mento 
thofe things that belong tothety Peace. = aS 

FOR although’ tis true, that every State of fir 
fets us alfo in a state of hoftility with God, yet our | 
“prefent condstion feems to have advanced us beyond 
the common degrees even of that. ‘Its we know, high 
infolence againft a Prince to defpife and violate his 
laws, but when to that are fuperadded contumelies, 
and defign'd affronts to his perfon, thes ts fuch an 
accumulated outrage, as wil vanguifh the moft 

| ) a vefolu'A 
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refolv’d Patience. And this alas appears to be our 
cafe: we have-long indulg’d to our felves the 
breach of all Divine laws, gratified every appe- 
tite, every paffion and luff with the forferture 
of our allegiance, and as tf this would not ferve to 
render us irreconctleable enough to God, we are now 
grown to fubjoyn malice to licentioufndS;, projet not 
fomuch to pleafe our felves, as to difpleafe him; 
profes a contempt not only of his commands, but bim- 
felf; and feeknolefs to dethrone Him, than abro- 
gate thofe. Thus have we made tt 2 kind of perfo- 
nal quarrel, and by thofe impious blafphemies we 
daily dart againft Heaven, doas it were dare the 
Divine Majefty to vindicate itfelf. Whether his — 
great longanimity may have given our Hectors a 
fancy, that they had vapour'd God (as they are us'd 
tedo men ) into atamenefs, I fball not examine: but 
by bate proceedings with us fufficrently teftifie that he 
means no longer to decline our challenge. He now 
appears to avow the enmity as openly as we have 
done; and has already given us competent effays, — 
bow fearful a ‘ig it is to fall into the hands of - 
the living God; Heb. to.3r. | | 
"TIS true indeed that be has formerly own'd hi 
controverfie with our Land, and by along feries of 
great and heavy calamities attefted himfelf the God 
towhom vengeance belongeth, Pfal. 94.1. Yee 
as great Monarchs ufe to quell leffer infurreétions by 
they Lieutenants, aml fubordinate Officers, but 
when the rebellion grows bigh and defperate, then to 
encounter tt sn thetr own perfons; [ots it here obfer- 
weble that God then Chaftifed, and tried to 


— redace ~“ 


e ging P 


——"ebe prerice 


reduce us by infertour infiruments, found us out Lin 


ctors among our felves, and made one mans finthe |. 


punifoment of anothers: but now as if he had the 


fame jealoufte for bis honour which Joabhad atthe - 


fiege of Rabba for Davids, 2 Sam. 12. 28. as ifhe 
fear'd to be rival'd inthe glory of our ruine, he takes 
us into bisown hand, marks us out, as he did Pha- 
raoh, to be the Trophies of hw own peculiar venge- 
ance, appearing fignally against us in all the dreadful 
folemnities of an enraged enemy. 


FOR firft, bas he not as Mofes freaks,Deut. 22: 


4x. whet bis glittering Sword? Nay, has he not .. 


moreover ( in the Scripture Stile) made it drunk with 


bloud ? 2 [weeping away multitudes of usin ara-— : 


STILE NCE, which Marcht from one * 


part of the Nation to another in a kind of Triumphant - 


progre[s, as if it had receiv’d the fame mandate 
-God gave Abraham, Gen. 13. 17. Arife, walk 
through the land, in the length thereof and in 
the breadth thereof, for unto thee willI give it. 
Whether it may not thus fatally complete its courfe, 
not withftandmg the halt tt feems tomake, and pafs 
from our Dan to our Beerfheba, % 4 queffion that 


can with no probability be vefole’d in the negatives * 


for as itt not to be doubted but there were in Ju- 
dea as great finners as thofe on whom the Tower. 
of Siloam fel, Luke 13. that thofe’ who have hi- 


> ~~ ad 
= az ~ = 


therto efcaped have an equal fhavein the provoking * 
 .caufe of the Fudgment: So alfo that great un- © 
| fenfiblenefs many of us fhew of what others Lroarn 


under, % a very ominous abode; st being not only 


a dangerous [ymptome, but a probable means of * 


drawing 


s 
™ 
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drawing that calamity to our felves. When God 
fees we will fuffer nothing by way of confent and fym- 
pathy with others, "ts but equal we have our part in 
amore diveét and immedtate infliction, and feel 
what we would not compaffionate. Thucydides ‘ 
mentions it as the effect of the great Plague at 
Athens that it had extinguifht humansty; brought in 
a kind of: ferity and barbaroufnefs among them, 
rendving them openly villanous to men, and blafphe- 
mous againft God ; Seay @oCos, ii avOpaxay vou dudiee 
dméeye, there was noreftraint of law or religion, one 
part being defberate upon profpect of their danger, 
the other. prefumptuous upon the contemplation of 
their Efcape; and fure tf we lookimpartially, ours 
will appear tohave had fomewhat of the fame ope- 
ration. Thofe compaffions which the novelty it 
feems at firft gave us to fufferers in this kind, feems 
now quite extinit; fo unconcern'd are we grown 
to every thing that touches us not in our individu- 
als, as if we owned no relation to the {pecies of 
mankind, though backt alfo with that clofer tye, 
which the f{pivitual confanguinsty has fuperadded. 
A pregnant indication of this may, I doubt not, be 
collected (as from many other circumftances, fo 
particularly) from thegreat haft has in many places 
been made, to lay afide thofe publick Humiliations 
and interceffions which were recommended to us 
as well by the command of Authority, as the com- 
mon diftrefs; but have been ont off without the 
Jubftvattion of either of thofe motives. Whether — 
we are duly mindful of the afffictions of Jofeph, 
thet cannot afford one day in a moneth for a 
a | A2 a folemn . 


: ~ 
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eee . 
folemn reflection on them, I muft leave to every mans 


conf{cience to difcufs. But Jurewe aveno lefs want-- 


ing to our felves than them in thw neglect ; the office 
being no lefs defigned for Antidote than cure, to pre- 
vent the Fudgment where tt ts not, thantoremove tt 
where itis: andifwe well neither deprecate on our 
own behalfs, nor intercede on others 5 we are [ure as 
improvident, as uncharitable, and may juftly expect 
the fatal event of both. | 


_ [N the interim, although the prefent refpite from 


deftruction, and our own deceitful hearts flatter us 


and fay Peace, Peace ; we have all reafon to con- 
|. glude that God is not attoned, the quarrel-and hofti- 
_ lity goes on, and-bis hand is ftretcht out ftill, Ef 


5.25. And fo indeed we find it in other difmal * 


events. a we know is not the only effect of — 
5 


Wars which a 


t deftroys the lives of many, bhafis * 
the fupports and Foys of more. Thss sre a of ° 


hoftilsty we find well expreft by the Prophet Joel 2. 3. | 


The land is as the Garden of Eden before them, 


2 


and behind them a defolate wildernefs, and here- ° 


in alfo hath the Lord of Hofts, the great God of ° 


 battel fhewed bimfelf mighty agatnft us, be has in- 
vaded us not only with Sword, but FIRE: and in 


fo flupendious manner defolated the glosy of our ' 
Land, that no humane fury could have procured, 


or even have wifbt the like vaffation and ruines. 


wi or 


That City which was great among the Nations, «. 
and Princefs among the Provinces, Lam.1.¥. | 
lies buried in her own Afhies, andis both Funeral- — 


pile and Urn to her felf, and what neither foreign 
nor domeftick enemies could in a fucceffion of many 
| | | ages 
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ages effect, one blaff of the breath of his difpleafure, 
Pfal. 18.-has performed in amoment. So verifying 
even in a literal fenfe the. Apoftles affirmation, 
Heb. 12. 29. that our God isa confuming fire. 
Plutarch tells us when Fabius fackt Tarentum, 
he took not away their-Images, but faid, axorhaausy 
veg Sees Tapaytivess xeyoasusyes, let us leave the Ta- 
rentines their Gods that are offended with 
them. “Tis our Calamity tobe fignally under the 
indignation of our incenfed God, which tn that great 
Captains judgment, was fomewhat more dreadful 
than the worft enflsttions of War: for what indufiry 
Soever has been ufed to entitle etther the negligence 
or defigns of men unto our overthrow, yet fure never 
any gudgment had more legible marks of Gods 
immediate hand: fuch‘as fhew he meant to.revenge 
the abufe of his former gentle methods : that thofe 
who would not be reformed by the flighter corretti- | 
ons wherein he dallied with them, might find a - 
"judgment worthy of God, Wifd. 12.26. dnd 
fare fuch was this, which both for tts greatnefs and 
 arvefiftiblenefs does well ownits Author, and fhews 
his wrath was accended to a very exceffive heat, that 
thus poured out itfelf not only like, but in Fire, 
Lam.2.4. | | a 

I SHALL not here affume the Polititians part,and 
weigh the detriment we have -fuftained by it in our 
cwvsl intereft, of which perhaps nothing but time and — 
expertence can give us a full eftimate; it rather 
fuits my defign to obferve what relates to our jpiritual 
concerns, whileft Gods dwelling places were invol- 
ved in the fame ruine with ours; his own peculear 

es ie A 3 | -_ portion 


———— 


". portion not exempted, but as the Prophet complains, . 
Ef.64. 11. Our holy and beautiful houfes where ‘ 
our fathers praifed him are burnt with fire: this ° 
though perhaps teat confidered, tu fure not the 
leaft fad circumftance, had only the feenes of our ' 
luscury, or our fraud been deftroyed, it might have | 
fent us with more fervency to the places f our de- | 
votion, and we might have frequented Gods hou- ; 
fes the better, for being deftituted of our owns ~ 
but when thefe alfo ave made parts of the common * 
heap, ’tu a fad teftimonial that our very religion ' 
was provoking; That that payeant-like piety which * 
we depofited in our CHU RGHES, only to make * 
a thew with on holy-days, ferved only to defile thofe : 
holy places, and vender them fo polluted as requs- * 
red no flighter purgation than that of FIRE, : 
"Tis we know not long, fince thofe manfions facred 
10 the Prince of Peace, were even in the vulgar ob- :: 
vious fenfe, made magazines for War; but yet * 
more foin reference to that Pulpit-wild-fire, which - 
Set the Nation in combuftion; whether that ftrange : 
Fire which fome of our Nadabs and Abihu’s intro- 
duced there, may not (even at this diftance) have : 
done its part to the drawing downthy FIRE from: 
Heaven, Ileave to thew fertous reflection. But nez-: 
ther theHypocrite nor the Seditious muff ingrofs the: 
guilt of thts ruine: The Atheilt vyes with both; for | 
alas, what fhould God do with Temples among thofe, 
who pay him ra worfhip? Or why fhould he let 

thofe facred monuments remain among them, to 

whom all memorials of him ferve but as occafions, 

and incentives to blafpheme him? They have long 

7 | | | | faa 


faid with thofeinJob, Depart from us, for we de- 
fire not the knowledge of thy ways; and now’ tts 
but equitable (Ihad almoft faid Civil ) to take them 
at their word, and no longer refide among thofe who 
fo avowedly difclaum him. — | | 
AND thu, ’tu much to be feared, may be the 
portent of thi difmal vaftation: we know men ufe not 
to deface toofe houfes, where they intend to inhabit: 
and fure this abhorring his Sanctuary, and caft- 
ing off his Altar, Lam.2. # 2 dreadful fien, that 
hemeans no bonger to continue hw refidence among 
us; indeed we find in Scripture that hw promife 
of cohabiting % always limited to thofe who own 
themfelves his people; and therefore when fo many 
of us have openly renounced that relation, we 
can with no juftice expect the blefing appendant 
dott. | | | 
BUT perhaps this will feemto fuch no formi- 
dable thing, Gods fo withdrawing of himfelf is but 
agreeable to their wifbes, a kind of gutting the 
 fieldtothem, and fo rather matter of complacency 
than vegret: but tis to. be confidered that there 1s 
another prefence of God that will infallibly fucceed 
this; when he removes that of his grace, "tis to 
make way for that of his anger; like the Philiftines 
we (hall know the God of \{rael 1s among ss by his 
Plagues, 1 Sam. 5. or to make a yet more dread- . 
ful comparifon, we hall like the damned in Hell, dif> 
cern bis prefence only in the pumitive effects of it, 
and vead his nearne(S in our fufferings. And fure 
this will be but anill exchange, even.tothe profaneft 
of ws, thofethat bave moft defpifed or loathed the 
a {oft 
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Soft breathings of his Word and Spirit; will find it 
yet harder to endure the whirlwinds of his wrath, 


which will [natch from us thofe fecular advantages. 


for whofe purfuit we have neglected the better part, 


Luke 10. 42. and leave us as little of worldly’ 


enjoyments, as we defired tohave of {piritual. 

OF this our late Calamities have givenus afad 
Preludium, and God knows how foon we may fee the 
" baft foene of the fatal Tragedy, it being too probable 
that thisis Gods laft Experiment upon us, like the 

Caufticks and Scarifyings toa Lethargick patient ; 
if this bring ws not to fenfe, we ave like to fleep on to 
deftrutiion: And alas, .what uncomfortable fym- 
tomes appear even in this point alfo. Who is there 
that (unlefs awakened by his perfonal concernments ) 
. feems at all to Startle at the notfe of publick ruine ? 
When God in difpleafure threatned the Mraelites 


that he would remst thetr conduét to his Angel, and. 


not go bimfelf with them. The text fays, they 


mourned and no man put on his ornaments on — 


him, Exod. 33.4. or.as the LXX, xarsrbtuse & 
asvOinets, and the Syriack, Fey fom var o J 


~ 


wOHAXs orto) they ftript themfelves of their 


Armour, their ruffling garb of War, and ap- 
peared in the penitential drefs of fackcloth and 
afhes: but now that we ave given up not to 4 con- 
ducting but deftroying Angel, what. figns of remorfe 
do we fhew? What vanity (I fear I may ask what 
vice) have we fubftratted, upon the fenfe of Gods 
anger? What nicety in cloaths or diet have we cut 
off in fympathy with the nakednefs and hunger of our 


_affliéted brethren? Nay, do not the unveafonable 


Follitecs 
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Follities of too many among us, look as sf we tri- 
— umphe in their miferies, found eMufick in the dif- 
cordant founds of their groans, and our own laugh- 
ter; and emulated that infamous barbarity of Ne- 
ro, who played while Rome burned ? ’Tis mention- 
ed by the a as amoft prepofterous thing, a kind 
of imptous Soleci{m to revel under the menace of 
judgments. Thus faith the Lord, A fword, a 
_ {word, itis fharpned to make a fore flaughter, it 
is furbifhed that it may glitter, fhould we then. 
make mirth? Ezek. 21.9,10. and certainly it lefs 
befits us again(t whom God has not only prepared, but 
_ufed bis fword ; who are not only under the threats, 
but attual Execution of bes vengeance, and whatis . 
st but interpretatively to prompt him, to yet (harper 
snflictions, by fhewing him that thefe have not edge 
enough to penetrate ws? With how much indignation 
God refents this perverfe, this contumelions beha- 
 viour, we may read, Efay 22. 12, 13514. In that 
day did the Lord call to weeping, and mourning, 
and to baldnefs, and to girding with ciclo 
and behold joy and gladnefs, flaying Oxenand 
_ killing Sheep, eating Flefh and drinking Winc; 
eating and drinking for to morrow we fhalk dye: 
Upon which follows that fevere denunciation: Surely 
this iniquity fhall not be purged from you till 
youdye. Offodeep a tintluress this guilt, that 
"tis as lafting as our lives, and like the fretting le- 
 profie in the houfe, Levit.14. 45, canbe removed 
_ by nothing but its diffolution. | | 

OO then let us not add this to the heap of our other 
\ provocations, miftake impudence or defperation for 
oo  ) ~ : COUTAZE 5 
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courage; and frantickly defie that omnipotence which 
we are fure we cannot vefift: but fince it has pleafed 
God even in wrath to remember mercy, let us tran- 
_ feribe bis Copy, be. as kind to our felves as he bas 
been tous, and flop i. our career as he has donein 
his; not fomadly affect a full parallel with Sodom 
andGomorrah, as to force him to deftroy that rem- 
nant, EL. 1.9. which alone diftinguifhes our cafe: 

but rather take pattern from Nineveh ; cry, and 
ery mightily to God, joyn bumslsation to our pray- 
ers, andreformation to both, And could we be per- 
fwaded to do this with the fame fincerity, and unt- 
verfality, we might hope it may be with the fame fuc- 
cefs alfo: would every one who has contributed to 
the accending, as induftrioufly contribute tu the ap- 
peafing of Gods wrath: would all who have brought 
their fire-brands bring alfo their tears to quench 
them, as there would beno dry Eyes in the Nation 
at the prefent, fo might it prevent as great a Gene- 
rality of weeping ones for the future; fecure us fuch 
a tranquillity here, as may calmly convoy us to that 


impaffible state, where all tears fhall be wiped 


from our eyes, where there fhall be no more 
death, nor forrow, nor crying, nor pain, Rev, 
21. 4. | 
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_ Chap.XX. The Clofe, 
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CHAP. | 
The Chav atfer of Chrifeian Religion, demonfirating 
its aptitude to plant exemplary Vertue and Sanétity. 


HE holy Pfalmif givesitas partofthe © 

= Character of Pious perfons, and there- 
withal a defcription of their felicity, P/al. 

62.13. That they all bring forth more frutt in their 


‘Age : and what he thus obferves of the members 


disjunctively and apart, reafon fugegelts to be in a 

higher,and more eminent manger appliable to the 
whole body united: And it being as well the mark 
as duty of every fingle Chriftian to grow grace, 


_2Pet.3.18.we may by all rules of Proportion, con- 
clude that the collective maffle of fuch) the whole 


Church is by this time near attained to the meafpre 


. of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift,Eph.4.3.And in- 
_ deed this is fo regular an inference,that whilft the 


premiffes {tand firm ’tis impoffible to fhake the 
conclufion, the entire body muft neceflarily aug- 
ment anfwerably to the growth of its feveral 


parts. And if we fhould fo far let loofe to fpecula- 


tion asto forget our experience, if we meafure 
the effect only by the power and energy of the 
caufe,we fhould furely cs far from doubting the 
premiffes alfo. Chriftianity is in itfelf of fo proli- 

fick a nature, fe apt toimpregnate the heartsand 
lives of its profelytes; that it is hard to imagine, 
that any branch should want a due fertility that is - 


FOR | 
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_> 


F OR firft, in its {pring and original it is moft 
fupernatural and divine,derived immediately from 
him, who had nothing more of man than he pur- 
pofely aflumed to draw us the nearer to him as 


- God. He it was that diffeminated this doctrine, — 


and that in order to the purifying to himfelf a pecu- 
liar people zealous of good works; and certainly his 


choice abundantly juftifies its propriety to that 


end, and his defcent from Heaven on that errand 
puts fo venerable a folemnity upon it, that 


though his defcent were very aftonifhing, yet it 


will be much more fo, that it fhould fail ofthe 
defignedeflectt. | 

AND indeed did our Faith give us noclue to 
lead us to the Author, yet its compofition would 
fpeak it to be of no humane extraction, its pre- 
cepts are fo excellent and refined, fo agreeable to 
the'more fpiritual part of our temper, and fo apt, 


as to foreftall, fo to cleanfe and fublimate the 


more grofs and corrupt, as fhews flefh and bloud 


never revealed it. Nay farther, fo effectually pro- 


viding for all thofe advantages to mankind, which 
the wifeft of mens laws have in vain attempted, 


_ that methinks they all ftand before it like the 


Magicians before Mofes, and by their impotence 
tacitly confefs it to be the finger of God. “Tweré 
too large a Theme to confront thém in the feveral 


inftances, let it faffice to obferve one which has 4 | 


common influence on all; and that is the imma- 


culate cleannef{s of heart, which Chrifts, and only — 


Chrifts law requires. This is the only proper bafis 
on which to fuperftruct, firlt anocency, and then 
| | ve vtue 3 
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vertue,and without this the moft rigid exactors of 
outward purity,do but tranfcribe the folly of him, 
who Pumps very laborioufly ina Ship, yet neg- 
lets to ftop the Leak: orthe worfe tyranny of 
Pharaoh in requiring Brick without Straw ; {o far is 
it from a feverity in our law-giver,thus to limit & 
reftrain our thoughts,that it is an act of the great- 
eft indulgence : by no means the laying ona new 
burden, but the furnifhing us with an Engine to 
bear with eafe that weight which otherwife the 
ftoute{t Atlas mult fink under. And were but this 
one precept fincerely conformed to, it would not 
only facilitate but afcertain the obedience to all 
the reft. If the fir/t {parks of ill were quencht with- 
in,what poffibility is there they fhould ever break © 
out into a flame ?. How fhalt he &:/ that dares not 
be anory ? Be Adulterous in act, that did not firft 
tranfoerefs in his defire ? How fhall he be perjured 
that fears anoath? Or defraudthat permits not 
himfelf tocovet? Inthelike manner all pofitive . 
atts of vertue, are but the natural effects of the in- 
terior habit. Where the love of God is {eated in 
the Heart, ‘twill operate in all the faculties, 
keep them in a bufie endeavour of doing accep- 
table fervice: when fear is planted there, it will 
break forth in outward reverence and duty; 
and fo proportionably *twill be in every other in- 
ce. “Tistherefore an advice well becoming 
the wifdom of Solomon, Prov. 4. to keep the heart 
with all diligence: but then it is withal the work 
of him who is greater than Solomon, to teach us 
how to do this: for unlefs he keep that City the 


watch- 


ards apa ee see Ee 
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watchman waketh but in vain. fhe inftruct not to | 


fecure thofe iffues of life, they will betray & ruin, 


appear indeed the favour of death unto death. Now — 


of this divine art of Taéticks and defence, Chrifti- 


- -anity is the only School, and therefore moft fitly - 


qualified for the producing all thofe fupernatural 


excellencies to which the timely prepofféffion of ° 
the heart, isthe rudimentand principle. =~; - 


AND as the preceptive part-enjoyns the moft 
exact and elevated vertue,fo is it moft advantage- 


‘oufly enfore’t by the Promiffory, which both in re- = 


t 


fe 


{pect of the kind and value of the rewards; and :: 


~ alfo the manner of propofing them,is moft exqui. ~ 


fitely adapted td the fame end. 


FOR firft, if we confider the nature ofthe : 
things promifed,we fhall find they are not ae & .: 
aftial : 

part of us ; but fuch as are proportioned tothe fu- « 
- pream and leading principle, as feafta Sové, and : 


carnal, fach as may court and gratifie the 


fuit with the capacities of an intelligence. All the 
_ beatitudes theGofpel tenders to its votaries,cither 


relate to the purity or peace of the mind inthis. : 


lifesor elfe to its completer felzcity hereafter. And 
though’tis true;,the body is not wholly unconfide- 
red,though the addition of all temporalneceffaries 
‘be promifed,yet even thofe are for the Souls fake, 
either to fecure it from the fin of folicitude & di- 
_ ftruft,or to preferve it a ufeful inftrument for the 
others fervice.And as for the future glory in which 


the body is to partake,’tis to be obferved,that fleflx 2 


and bloud cannot inherit it; that load of earth 
which now engages to corruption muft be put off, 


mult - 
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muft be calcin’d and fpititualiz’d; and thus made 
glorious, be clothed upon withGlory. So that 
in all the Gofpel difpenfation, there is no proz- 
fion for the flefo, its lufts and fenfualities.. And 
_then fure there cannot be a more unan{werable ar- 
guiment againft our providing for it, than to fee 
it left out of Gods care. Indeed had we propofals 
ofa Mabumetan Paradife, were we to expect our 
blifs only in the fatiating our appetites, it might | 
be reafonable here to whet them before-hand, to 
{tretch them to the utmoft widenefs, or in the 
Prophets phrafe, to enlarge our defires as Hell, 
and by frequent antepafts excite our guft for that 
profufe perpetual meal. Or were we only to have 
our portion in this life, to enjoy an unintertupted 
affluence of outward comforts, ’twere but good 
husbandry to improve them to the height, and 
the Wife mans advice would then ceafe to be Ei-\ 
tony, Ecclef. 11.9. Rejoyce O young man, and let, 
thy heart chear thee in the days of thy youth, and | 
walk in the ways of thy heart, and the fight of thine — 
Eyes. ad weonly the profpect of a Canaan, 
fuch an eternal inheritance as a conquering — 
Sword could give, as the falvation of a Fajbua, 
and the affluence of milk and hony could produce. 
"I would be no wonder, if we never voluntarily en- 
dured the thirft and famine of the wildernefs, but 
be always as they defiring meat for our luft, pro- 
jecting the gratifying thofe defires in whofe re- 
pletion We placed our happinefs. But when our 
Religion makes us no fuch tender, when all its 
hopes are of another make,invite to thofe Diviner 
| | joys 


6 The Gharaéter of Chay.t. 
joys of which fenfuality has no capacity or tafte. 
What pretence can we have to cherifh that here, 
which we muft wholly be divefted of hereafter, 
thofe immaterial felicities we expect, do natu- 
rally fuggeft to us, the neceffity of preparing our ~ 
appetites, and hungers for them, without which 
Heaven can be no Heaven to us: for fince the ~ 
sea of any thing refults from the agreement ~ 
etween itand the defire, what fatisfaction can ~ 
Spiritual enjoyments give unto a Carnal mind? ~ 
Alas, what delight would it be to the Swineto ~ 
~ be wrapt in fine Linnen, and laid inOdours: his ~ 
- fenfes are not gratified by any fuch delicacies,nor ~ 
would he feel any thing befides the torment of ~ 
being with-held from the mire. And as little ~ 
complacency woulda brutifh Soul find in thofe 
purer and refin’d pleafures, which can only up- * 
braid, not fatisfiehim. So that could we by an 
, impoffible fuppofition phancy fucha oneaffumed *: 
to thofe fruitions, his pleafure fure would beas ° 
little as his preparation for it was. Thofe Eyes :: 
which have continually beheld vanity, would be 
dazled, not delighted with the Beatifick vifion; ° 
neither could that Tongue, which has accuftom- * 
ed its felf only to Oaths and Blafphemies, find — 
Harmony or Mofick ina Hallelujah. “Tisthe pe- * 
‘culiar priviledge of the pure in heart, thet they ° 
foall fee God; and if any others could fo invade - 
this their enclofure, as to take Heaven by vio- : 
‘lence, it furely would be a very joylefs pofleffion | 
_ tothefe men, and only place them ina condition © 
to which they have the greateft averfation and 
. a oe _ Antipathy. | 
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Antipathy. So that holinefs here; is not only 
neceffary to the acquiring, but the enjoyment of — 
Blifs hereafter: and therefore unlefs men will 
contrive to annihilate their joys; and affect the 
monftrous riddle of being tormented in Heaven; 
they cannot but from this Spirituality of the pro- 
mifes, infer a neceffity of purifying themfelves, 
and being capable at leaft of innocent Celeftial 
joys: and fince that only can be done by vertuous 
practice here on Earth, the Obligation thereto 
muft needs be very preffing and indifpen- 
fable. And as the nature of the promifes directs 
to this, fo does the great tranfcendent value en- 
courageand animate. Hope is the grand exciter 
ofinduftry, and as the object of Hope is more or 
lefs defirable; foisthe endeavour more intenfe or 
remi(s; and upon this ground we muft conclude 
the Chriftian has all reafon to be the moft indefa- 
tigable, fecing his expectations are the noblest 
and moft encouraging. That they are fo, we 
cannot but acknowledge, if we admit of the de- 
fcription which the Spsrit. gives: that Spirit - 
which as he feals ustoit, fo is himfelf the earn- 
eft of that Inheritance. Hein the Sacred Scrip- 
tures has drawn us a Map of the Countrey which 
we are toenter: And fure we may fay of it as Ca- 
heb and Fofhua did of Canaan, Numb. 14.7. the 
land 4 an exceeding good land. For firft, if we 
confider the Negative advantages it has, we fhall 
find there is an abfence of all the Ills, deftructive 
or affrightful unto humane Natute. There jhall 
be no more death, nor forrow, nor crying, nor pain, 

| 2 - Revel. 
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Revel. 21. 4. ‘Here alas we are infefted by all 
thefe. Sorrow and Pain, prey and infult onall 


the comforts of our lives ; leave us not aGourd, * 
which is not like that of Fonah, {mitten with - 
thefe Worms: and then comes death, the grand = 


_ devourer, and fpares not life it {elf Nay, thofe 


bt 


little refbites which we have from thefe, are fo : 


embittered by unpleafant expectations and Pre- | 
fages, that we are fad before we are afflééted: in - 


i) 


pain without adifeafe, andin deathin the midft ~ 
of fe: and then a State exempted, not only + 
from the Calamities but the Fears of thefe, may :. 


well deferve to be lookt upon with appetite. 


BUT Heaven is defigned for our reward, as :. 


well as refcue, and therefore is adumbrated by 
all chofe pofiteve excellencies which can endear or 


Yop 
(tng 


“be 
i. 


recommend. It is a Crown, and that not of - 
thorns, fachas our Saviours was, and fuchas the . 
more affected Diadems of the world oft prove un- : 
“tothe wearer, but one of Glory: nor is that Crown, . 
nor that Glory like our fublunary {plendors, which . 
- fuddenly vanifh, and leave the poffeffors to the . 
greater obfcurity and contempt: but ’tis perma- . 
nent, fuch as fades not away, 1 Pet. §. 4. or in, 
St. Pauls phrafe, an eternal weight of Glory. But, 
to give you its more comprehenfive Character, | 
"tts a being with the Lord, 1 Theff. 4.17. Nay, "tis 
a pofleffing even God himfelf. He fall be their 


God, Rev.21.3. and what can he want who pof- 
feffes him who is all things 2? How can he fail of 
the moft ravifhing delight, that ftands before 
him inwhofe prefence wu the falnefs of Foy, and at 

| | ss whofe 


| 
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whofe right hand are pleafures, and thofe not hort 


ortranfient, but for evermore? So indefeifible is 


our eftate in thofe Foys, that if we do not like . - 


mad prodigals fell it in reverfion, we fhall when 
we are once inveited, be beyond the poffibility of 
husbandry, not have itin our power toundo 
our felves. Now furely thefe are great and pre- 
cious. promifes, fuch as may well fuftain the 
weight of that inference the <Apoftle byilds upon 
them; andengageus to cleanfe our {élves from 
all filthene(S both of flefh and fpirit, and to perfect 
boline(s in the fear of God, 2 Cor.7.1- for they ad- 
drefs to that Principle which is confeftly Predo- 
minant in our WVature ; fo that if the love of Chrift 
cannot, yet the loveof our felves may conftrain 
us. How mutt it then affront and baffle the en- 
ticements of fin, when we compare its empty va- 
nifhing pleafures with thofe folid and durable joys? 
What a-foreftalling will it be of Satans markets, 
that God bids fo much fairer for us. offers us 
that to which his cradle wala oot Seow, all this . 
will I give (could he make fuch a whole-fale ) 
can bear no proportion, and how then fhall we 
ever barter it away-for thofe little petty commo- 
dities he retails to us; ormake any other reply 
tohis profers, thana get thee behind me Satan? 
For alas! can we remember that we are candi 
dates fora Kingdom, and yet retain the abject 
fpirits of flaves? Do we expect to reign hereaf- 
ter, and yet depofe our. felves before-hand here ? 
Snuffer every the vileft luft to rule over us? Is fo 
glorious a prize annext to the vi¢tory, and = 
é. : : - : ; 5 7 


TO The Chavaéter of Chap... 


a ne te RS lS rent J 
it not animate the fainteft heart, and feebleft 
hands to the combate ? What Lions can we fear: 
in the way which this hope is not Szmp/fon enough 
toencounter? How /ightare our heavieft, how 
momentary our moft lafting Afflictions, if ba- 
. Janced with that eternal weight of Glory? Are we 
{poil’d ofour goods, here is a referve of treafure 
which no Thief, neither the flye, nor the avowed, : 
the pilferer, nor the fequeftrator can invade. 
Are we reduced to our Saviours deftitution, not 


- We va 


to have where to lay our head, yet we have a building _ 


of God, an houfe not made with hands eternal in the 
- Heavens. Are we reproacht for the name of 
| Chrift, that Ignominy ferves but to advance our 
future Glory, every fuch Libel here, becomes Pa- 
negyrick there. Nay; are we perfecuted to death, 
that fends us but to take poffeffion of the Crown 
of Life. Upon fuch fure grounds does our Chri- 
ftianity fet us. While we make good its conditi- 
on, it pulls out the fting ofall that is moft deadly. 
And ina more comprehenfive fenfe, pofleffes us 
ofthe priviledge promifed the Difciples, that no- 
thing fhould by any means burt theme Mar.16.The 
moft adverfe chances being but like the ploughing: 
and breaking the ground, in order to a more plen- 
tiful harveft. And yet we are not fo wholly: 
turned off to that reverfion, as to have no fup- 
plies for the prefent ; for befides the comfort of 
fo great and ‘certain an expectation in another 
life, we have promifes alfo for thu. Even of all 
_thofe internal and fpiritual fatisfactions which 
attend the praélice of piety. ‘The feaft of a good, 
— © sa Confcienee 


> 
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Confcience is the true Ghriftians daily diet, and 
fure whatever ‘the rich men of the world think, 
he only can be faid to fare delicioufly: nay, :he 
has yet more fupernatural food, eManna rain’d 
down immediately from Heaven: the Holy Spirit 
fent on purpofe to refrefhand fupport him: thofe — 
Joys which differ rather in degree than kind, from 
thofe svhich are‘ro be his final portion... And 
that the Sou/: may not be too ‘much incommoded 
in her houfe of clay, there is provifion made for © 
thatalfo, fuch neceflaries fecured to the body, 
as ‘may keep it'in Tenantable repair: we-have 
Chrifts‘exprefs promife for it, that to. thofe that 
feek the Kingdom of God; and his righteoufne(s, all 
thefe things: foall be added if ‘niott at fuperfluity : 
which may opprefs and load, .( render the body ra- 
ther the Tombthan Manfion of the Soul) yet fach 
as may fuftain and fupport us: and fure’tis eafie 
to decide which is the happier lot. In fhort, we 
arc {ure ofenough to.detray the charge of that 
voyage, which lands us at Eternal Biufs: And 
certainly he muft be ofa very fluggifh or queru- - 
lous humour, that fhall demur upon fetting out, 
ordemandhigherencouragements. —S_ 
AND asthe nature and value of the Promifes 
render them moft proper engagements and incen- 
tives to all vertue; fo if we confider the manner 
of propofing, we fhall find them in that refpect 
alfo highly contributiveto the fameend. For 
firft, they are clear and exprefs, not wrapt up in 
dark enigmatical infinuations, wherein men muft 
excrcife their fagacjty afwell as their faith: but 
ee B4 — revealed 
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vevealediwith that-plainnefs, ‘that ‘tis impoffible. 


for any who knows but the letter of the Go/pe/ to 
-be‘ignomnt of the Eternal rewards it propofes. 
' And herein the difference belongs to Chriftianity 


above.all other Kelzgsons, fome whereof have left. 


gmen fo:nmuch in the dark, that many Seéfs amon 
them have denied the immortality of the Soul, and 


fure they: ‘were but faint encouragements they. 


could:propofe unto that vertue which was to pe- 


rifh withthem. What fhould animate themto 


the rugged fevere taftes of reftraining appetites, 


_ fubduing paffions, ‘eradicating habits who dif- 


cerned'no rewards for blamelefs Souls. °Tistrue 
indeed wertue is in her {elf perfectly amiable, 
though fhe brought.no dowry, but experience 
‘fhews us.fhe has not many Platonick lovers; and: 
when fo few are.ambitious to wed Her, when fhe 
brings an Eternal inheritance with her, we may 
eafily guefs how little fhe will be fought without: 


it.. When men onceconclude that their Spirits 


fhall vanifh into the foft Air; the inference is ve- 
ry obvious, Come on, let us ufe the creatures as in 
youth; as we findit elegantly purfued, Wifd. 2. 
But of thofe who acknowledged a future being, 
their. perceptions were very mifty and obfcure. 
Fhe Heathens had fuch confus’d notions of their 
Elyfium, that the Epithet of hades belong’d more 
properly to the darknefs than therefrefhment,and 
was a reward fit for the votaries of thofe ambigu- 
ous Oracles they confulted. ‘And proportionably 
to the obfcurity of their hopes were the Exercifes 
of their vertue : their Piety was even oe 
me ee ee ee ee . woo mie an 
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and confounded by thie multitude of theirDegstses ; 
nay, which is:yet ftranger, their Gods themfelves 
feem'to have been. loft in their own, croud: elfe 
fure the. Athenians would:never. have infcrib'd an 
Altar to the unknown God: and indeed their offi- 
ces: were generally fach, as if:they had been devo~ 
ted tono other;they: having’ as little -difcerning of 
their Wor/bip as of their God. "Twas wrapt upim 
clouds and.darknefs:;: had: myfterious recefles to, 
which the common worfhipper had. no admit» 
tance; fuch’as were to acquire a-venexation only: 
by not being underftood: and though this muft 
needs deprive their fervices of that {pirit and 
_quicknefs, which conftitntes thc vertve of devo- 
tion, yet alas their Religion had more than that 
negative contrariety to Vertue. Many: of: their 
wor(hips being nothing but a folemnity of the 
fouleft vices: and their Divinity taught them ta 
violate Morality. A deceit Setan-could not pro- 
bably fo long have triumpht in; ligd-they had the 
Gofpel notion of Heaven, for furethey could nos 
have fuppos’d their Gods of fuch mutable inelina: 
tions, as to affect party in their-cohabitants, and 
pollatzon in theit Votaries.: or. fuch: incongrueus 
difpenfers of rewards, as.to. apportionan impecs 
cable ftate hereafter to the moftHagitious crimiy 


nals on Earth: © = 

AS to the Fews tis true, they.derived: their 
light from a clearer Fountain, were under the 
Oceconomy of immediate Revelation, and therefore 
might be fuppos’d to-have had a freer profpectin- 
to that Heaven, from whence their Law ———- 
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ed, yet even they were in this, as in many other. 
particulars, under Mofes his veil, had rather dark 
adumbrations, and thofe too overwhelmed with 
the multitude of exprefs temporal promifes. 
The earthly Canaan lay fo fair and open to their 
profpect, ascafily intercepted their view of the 
Heavenly ; and their fasth muft remove, at leaft 
_ overlook, that-mountam before it could come to 

_ any fight of the Horizon and extended Sky. Nay; 
when tis remembred that the Sadduces a great 
and learned part of their Doctors denied all fu- 
ture being, we muft think the intimations of it 
were very obfcure; it being {carce imaginable, 
that any confidering ‘men fhould think the Souls. 


expir'd with the Body upon any other ground, but 


that they knew not what after State to affign it., 
So that though they wanted not figures and foa~ 
- dows; or as the Apoftle calls them, patteras of 
Heavenly things, Heb. 9.23. yet they feem’dnot 


to have been well underftood, andthe generality | 


of men were not only in their Perfons, but their 
Ulnderftandings denied entrance into the holy. of 
holies ;. penetrated not that myftical reprefenta- 
tion,which was within the Veil :° And anfwerable 


ae. i? i : =o 


“ , . 
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pertaining to the confcience, and he gives the rea- 

fon in fubjoyning, that they ftood only in meats 

and drinks, and carnal ordinances. Alas what 

propriety had all their legal purifications towards 

the cleanfing of the mind? That might be in the 
Mire while the body was inthe Laver: and while 
the furface of the man was fprinkled with bloud, 
the heart might be more beaftial than thofe crea- 
tures who lent the ablution. And indeed if we 
confider their morality, we fhall find that outfide 
formal ceremony :had proceeded to infect and 
poifon that alfo. The ontward reftraint, the 
bare forbearance of an. actual commiffion, being 
by them thought a full compliance with all the 
Negative precepts : So that we fee Chrif is fain 
to affert the Internal part of the Obligation, and 
extend the duty to the thoughts and inclinations. 
Befides, thofe acts of vertue they perform’d were 
commonly fuch as had an Afpect, rather on their 
temporal well-being, than diftant and unfeen re- 
wards their Juftice, and Charity confin’d to their 
own Nation, directed-to the flourifhing of their 
own Gommon-wealth: whereas: Aliens were devo- 
ted to their rapine and defpight ; fo that if they. 
were vertues, they were rather Political than Mo- 
ral, and indeed while they placed’ fo much of 
their hopes on Earth, lookt on fecular plenty and 
tranquillity as their reward, “twas but confonant 
they fhould {quare their endeavours by that mea- 
fure, and confider things not fimply in theirna- 
tive properties of good or .ill, but according to 
their tendency. towards that they eo a 


felicity, 


we ae 
La . 
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.-BUT .God has provided, as the Apoffle fays, 
Heb. ti." 40. : better. things for ws, has not only 
made.a better Covenant withus, but has eftablifht 
st upon better promifes, Cap.8.6. given.us clearer 
revelations, riot enly ofour duty, but our recom- 
pence, the veil in Chri? is done away, and weall 
with open face, Behold as in a gla{S the glory of the 
Lord, 2 Cor. 3. 18.. The Gofpel puts the evi- 
dences ‘of our inheritance into our own hands, 
feal’d by his explicite and direct promife, who 
¢annot lye: and that not only engag’d by way of 
munificence, but bargain-and contract, as the 
purchafe of that préces which our Redeemer fully 
paid in our behalf And fure this is in the 
4pofties phrafe ftrong confolation; and if fo, it 
muft be-forcible encitement likewife, he cannot 
but run alaerioufly, who has the prize in his Eye, 
nor can.Si Pzul ufe a more preffing argument ta. 


his Corinthians, To be ftedfaft, unmovable, always — 


abounding in the work of the Lord, than this affu- 
rance, That thetr labour fhall not bein vainin the 
Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58. _ i 
AND asthis clear propofal of the promifes 
ismoft proper to encourage and infpirit our en- 
_ deavours, fois the conditionality moft efficaci- 
_ , Ousto neceffitate and engage them. Had Héa- 
venbeen.only promis’d as a largefs, and witha 
blind promifcuous bounty difpenc’d without dif- 
-€rimination, how much it might have rais’d our 
— I know not, but fure it would not. 
ve excited our induffry, which in all inftances 
we find is whetted by intereft: and where that is 
So atherwife 
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otherwifefecur d,men generally. eftimate it a part 
of the benefit that thett labour is: faperteded: 
and pleafethemfelves no-lefs. in a lazy. bequeft, 
than a fullenjoyment. So that indeed it is this 
cireumftance of the. promsfes that muft. give life 
toall the reft, and make them oar toward — 
the producing of good life ; for admit the joys we 
expect never fo Divine and Spiritual’ for their 
kind ; never fo great and tranfcendent for degree, 
and thefe alfo reprefented to us in the moft clear 
and convincing manner, yet if they be tendered 
not as objects of our choice, but the certainty of 
our fate, felicities which we are only concérned to 
enjoy, but not to acquire,they may make us glad, 
but furely not diligent; it being but a cold in- 
ducement to any undertaking to be affur’d ’tis 
perfectly needlefs : We have therefore all reafon 
to confefs it our greateft advantage towards ver- 
tue, that God has fo linkt our 4opes and our duty 
together: and indeed when we confider the great 
dif{proportion between the one and the other ; the 
infinity of the reward, with the defpicablenefs of 
the fervice, we muft refolve that he had no other 
defign in making his promsfes conditional, than 
to engage us by our intereft to that holies, to 
which he faw our inclinations did not bind us: 
that it was an artifice of his Jove to enfnare us in- 
totwofelicittes by propofing of one, enforce us _ 
to take one good in the way to another, vertue in 
paflage to glory. | “Boa 
AN'D indeed who would not think this me- 
‘thod fo invincibly efficacious, as might —— 
the 


A Ae, 
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the neceffity of any other, but God who under- 
{tands our thoughts, long before, P/2l. 139. 1. 
forefaw, that notwithftanding. this propofal ofa 
Ganaan, there would be Rubenites and Gadites, 
- who would fet up their ref{t on this fide of Fordan; 
-  fointent onthe commodity oftheir Cattle, asto ° 
be content themfelves to be part of the Herd, and - * 
become lke the Beafts that persfo: That there would =~ 
be men of fo ignoble, difingenuous tempers, as 
‘none of thefe cords of a man would be ableto 
draw ; and therefore there is another part of the 
Gofpel-Oceconomy fitted to their capacities; the 
threats and interminations, thofe terrors of the 
| Lord, which as Goads may drive thofe brutith 
' Creatures who will not be attracted: that thofe 
whp think themfelves perfectly unconcern’d in 
Davids queftion, who (hall afcend unto the hill of 
the Lord, Pfal.24. 3. may yet ftartle at E/zys, 
who among us can dwell with everlafiing burnings 2. 
Of fo formidable a kind are thofe menaces, as is 
fufficient to awake the moft drowfie ftupid Sous, 
and are moft apt to operate upon that part of 
their temper, which evacuated the gentler me- 


thod: that very fenfuality which made them de- . - 


{pife Heaven, may help toenhanfe the dread of 
Hell; the lack of a drop of water will, be moft in- 
_-fupportableto him who fared delicioufly every | 
day; thofe flames will be yet more fcorching to 
thofe bodies, who by ftudious effeminacies and 
foftnefs have fuperadded an artificial tendernefs 
tothenatural; nor will the gnawing of the worm 
appear more intolerable to any, than thofe = 

| ere. 
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‘here make it their-bufinefs to tye-up its Fawss 
gag or ftupifie that Confcience which would now 
admonifh, but will there torment. And when. 
to this is added the perpetuity of thefe pains, that 
the worm {hall never die, the fire never be quéncht, 
certainly this puts fuch an edge upon the terror, 
as may well make it in the Apoftles phrafe, quick 
and powerful, fearching even to the dividing afun- 
der of the Soul and Spirit, the joynts and marrow. 
‘When we are aflur'd that the Axe ts thus laid unto 
the root of the tree, and that every tree that brings 
not forth good frust muff be hewn down and caff into 
the fire, we fhall fure be warn’d to bring forth meet 
frusts of repentance, and fly from the wrath to come. 
BUT becaufe neither invitations nor threats 
_can avail with thofe who are any way, invincibly | 
impeded to apply them to their benefit: fince 
the moft glorious prize, the moft formidable dan- 
ger, is infignificant tohim, who wants power to 
.run unto the one, or from the other ; it has'plea- 
fed God toinfpirit and actuate all his Evangeh- 
ca} methods, by a concutrence of fupernatural 
‘ftrength, makes it not only eligible but poffible, 
I may fay eafie and pleafant for us to do whatever 
he commands us: and notwithftanding our natu- 
ral debility, makes us through Chri which 
ftrengthens us, able to do all things : by his Spirit 
he prevents, affifts, reftrains, excites, comforts, 
convinces ; gives grace, and adds to that the hap- 
pier largefs ofa willto ufe it, and knowledge to 
_difcern the want of more: infufing to the Soudan 
‘ardent thirft of greater powers,and readier ae 
: ° 
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of fervice, which the performance actuates to - 


reater {trengths, and yet enflames to new de- . 
irés,; and more importunate purfuits, whileft - 
God at once beftows and crowns his own donati- . 


ons; ftill giving unto him that has, till thatat 


wa 


~ daft he gives himfelf; and graces fwallowed up in - 


™ 


glory. And to affare us of this aid, he has been : 


pleafed to oblige himfelf: defcends to the folem- .. 


nity of a Paét and Covenant; has indented with - 


us, and conftituted it a principle part ofthe new | 


and everlaftine Covenant made with mankind inthe - 
blood of the Son of God, to fend the comforter, his — 


Holy Spirit, tobe with us till the end of the worlds | 


ftrength; fo much Spirit goes along with that 
Letter; fo much internal grace is annexed to its 
outward adminiftration, as willto all, whodo 
not refift it, infallibly render it the power of God 
to falvation. For’tis not the fole priviledge ofa 
S. Paul, but the common portion of all Chriftians, 


That Gods grace foall be fuffictent for them; which 


is furea more Gofpel-like promife, than that it 
fhould be too {trong for them: {fo violent and ir- 
refiftible as to commit a rape upon their Sparits 5 
fuch a mighty wind as drives them headlong upon 


‘duty. Indeed this competency is of all other pro- 


_ portions the moft secentive toinduftry; we fee 


-in Temporals, too little makes men defperate, and 


too much carelefs; and certainly ‘twould be the 
fame in Spirituals: but now when we have ftock 


~ yable- 


‘enough to fet up with, and that too of fo impro-: 


‘anddoallthis. Sothat the Gofpel is at once the * 
affigner of our tasks, and the Magazeen ofour | 
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vable a nature, that is capable of infinite ad- 
vancement, and yet on the other fide no lefsca- 
pable of total decay alfo, it being given with 
this exprefs condition, that upon neglect it fhall 
be withdrawn: So that our own floth may make 
us poor, but nothing clfe can keep.us from being 
abundantly rich: What can be imagin’d more 
animating to diligence and endeavour? And this 
being the condition wherein our Gbriffianity has 
placed us, added to the former confiderations,. 
will beyond exception or. fubterfuge, evince its 
perfect aptitude and fitnefs for the End to which it 
wasaim’d, the Planting and nourifbing all true Ver- 
tue among men, . the introducing the tree of lift in- 
tothe world again, and fo forming us a Parad:fe 
in amidft the briersand thorns of our Exil’d 
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CHAP. IL 
The Chavatter of Ghriftian-mens Praélice,. fhewing 


; 


_ thetr eg fatlance both from the rule of that 


holy profeffion, and sts genuine effect. 





& ND now who can. fufpect that a caufe fo, 
: rightly difpos'd, fhould mifs of its effeét ? 

That this fo aufpicicus Planet fhould. be 
counter-influenc’t by any malevolent Star? Or 
that what has fo many tenures inus, fhould be 


finally dificis’d ? For, admit 4 have not the Piety 
a to 


» 


ow 
ale 


* 


to be prevail’d upon by the reverence of the 4u- 
thors yet the excellency of its compofition does fo 
much recommend it to our reafon, that we muft 
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—_ 


put off the beft part of our Nature to evacuate -- 


the force of our Religion: Nay, fuppofing us to 


pave done that too, to have ftruck our felves — 
out of the lift of Rationals, yet .if we keep - 
_ butthe rank of Animals, if we have not extin- - 
guifht paffion and fenfe, it defcends even to - 


them ; addreffes to our hopes and fears with moft : 


importunate folicitations, and convincing mo- 


tives: Sothat unlefs we have the abfurd ill luck .. 
to.have much of the Steck, and nothing of the . 
Philofopher, twill be impoffible to refift itsim- . 
preffions,. and fure he that contemplates this, . 
_ will be apt with fome confidence to conclude - 
Chriffendom to be the Gofben of the world, noton- . 


“ee, 


ly in refpect of its light, but of its immunity from. . 
-all thofe Locufts and wa thofe fwarms of . 
mean and fordid Vices which both cover and de- _ 


your the reftofthe Barth 


BUT this muft be the inference ofa meer | 

contemplative,.a Reclufe that converfes only with — 
’ his own meditations: For let him be fo much /e- — 
cular, as once to look abroad, the moft tranfient — 


pm will ferve to unravel all this hopeful /peca- 
dation, and fhew him that Chriffendom may be as 
much Heathen as America: Whereas ’tis ufually 


faid,that ill Minners produce good Laws, we have. 


reverft the Aphori/m,and our good Law has intro-— 


duc’d the moft corrupt manners. . Ourholy faith 
which like a foundation fhould fupport good 


works, 
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works, haslike a gulf fwallowedthem up. And 
fo univerfal a depravation is there among us, that. 
we have {carce any thing left to diftinguifh us 
from the moft barbarous people, but a better 
name and worfe vices. a ee 
AND here, what terms of wonder or of grief 
can be fignificant enough to exprefs or to bewail, 
fo {trange and fo perverfe degeneration; that the 
light of the world fhould thus darken it: The fale 
of the Earth be the means of bea? de and cor- 
rupting it: That thofewho were by God drawn 
out from the Heathen world fhould fo outvie the 
Gentiles crimes, as if they had forfaken them; 
only becaufe they were too tnnocent. . This indeed 
is one of Satans fubtilleft ftratagems; to fill 
Chrift’s Camp thus with his Souldiers, by whofe | 
inte{tine treacheries, he has been more frium- 
phant than by all his open affaults and avowed 
hoftilities. Whatalate States-man faid ( Pro 
phetically, ifwe may judge by the event ) of Eng- 
land, thatit was avivacious animal that could ne- 
ver dye except it kill’d it felf, isnolefs true ofthe . 
Ghurch » which has always been igvulnerable 
apainft all darts, but what have been taken out 
ofits own quiver. OF this the Primitive times 
were pregnant teftimonies, where all the moft 
witty cruelties, the moft bloudy perfecutions, 
never made any breach in her: But fhe ftood fir- 
mer for all-thofe batteries; and like an Arch’d 
Building, became more {trong and compact, by 
that weight which was defign’d to crufh her: But. 
the Viee of Profeffors undermines her very founda- 
oe . « «Oe tion, 
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tion, and does as much exceed thea defruétive- 
nefs of the moft hoftile affaults, as inteftine trea- 


chery is more ruinous and fatal, than foreign vio~ 


bence. : 

AS long as the /:ves of Chriftians were the 
tran{cripts of their doctrine they render’d it vene- 
rable toall, and gave a prefumption there was 
fomething more. than humane in it, that could 
work fuch fignal effeéfs, that could fo transform 
men as to make the adulterer chafte, the drunkard 


temperate, the covetous liberal, the contentious 


peaceable. Thu, this was the way to adorn the 
doétrine of God our Saviour in all things,as the Apo- 


{tle {peaks, Tst.2. 10. And then the rule of contra- 
ries directs us to conclude very diftant effects. 


from our now fo diftant praéfices, that our very 


et fhould partake of the znfamy of our lives, 
an 


be thought rather a myffery of éniquity than 
godlinefs. 

THUS is Chrift wounded in the houfe of his 
friends, and has more reproach caft on him by 
thofe that profe/s his name, than by the loudeft 
blafphemies of thofe that oppofe it. For when 


thofe who have not opportunity to examine our 
faith, {ee the enormoufnefs of our works, what. 


fhould hinder them from meafuring the eMaffer, 


by the difciples ? It being f{carce imaginable that _ 
any one Seét of men fhould fo univerfally ran | 


counter to all the rules of their profeffion: For 
Jet any fober Heathen look upon Ghriftendom, as 
it is at thts day weltring in the bloud, not of Mar- 
tyrdom but War, and will it be poffible for him 


to 
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to think it owns a Gofpel of Peace; or that thofe 
who fo perpetually do thofe outrages they are 
unwilling to fuffer, profefs obedience to the 
Royal Law of love thy neighbour as thy felf, 
Fam.2.8. Can he fee the violence and opprefii- 
ons, the frauds and underminings, the bufie 
fcramblings for little parcels of Earth; and yet 
believe we count our felves Strangers and pilgrims 
init, andhavelaid up our treafure in Heaven ? 
Can he obferve the ftrange and almoft univerfal 
diftortion of fpeech, whereby it has loft its na- 
tive i tg of being énterpreter of the mind, 
and under intelligible words fo far exhibits the 
Babel confufion, that no man underftands ano- 
thers meaning ? Andcan he imagine we have any 
fuch Precept, as lye not one to another, or any — 
fuch penalty upon the infringer, as exclufion from 
the new Ferufalem ? Shall he bear our God men- 
tion’d more frequently and earneftly in our im- 
_ precations than our prayers, and every part of our 
crucified Szvour, recrucified in our horrid oaths 3: 
and fhall hé not thik that his fecond executio- 
ners bear him as little reverence as his firf: 
Or that be has given no fuch command as fwear not 
at all? When he difcerns felf prefervation bow'd 
to as the Supreme Law, canhe ever dream of ano- 
ther fo inconfifter:t obligation as that of taking up 
the crofs? Or that fuffering for righteoufnefs fake 
isone of our greateft felicities, when he fees us 
run fo affrighted from it, that no crime, perjurys 
rebellion, murder, is block enough in our way to 
{top our flight ? In five, when he confiders how 
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much of our bufinefs it is, firft to excite, and 
then to cloy the Hefh, to {pur it on to riots even 
beyond its own propenfions, that the whole year 
is but one mad carnival, and we are voluptuous not 
fo much upon defire or appetite, as by way of ex- 
plot and bravery: WhenI fay he confiders this, 
camhe poffibly guefs our znffztution directs usto 
beat down the body, to mortifie the flefh with the 
affeélions and lufts, interdicts us all rioting and 
drunkenne{s, chambering cd wantonnefs, and all 
provision for the flejh to fulfil the lufts thereof. Cer- 
tainly all rules of difcourfe will direét him to 
the quite contrary conclufion.. And when he fees 
a Set of men that have enhans’d the common hu- 
mane pravity, he will be apt to infer their Prin- 
ciples have taught them the improvement: And 
upon that fuppofal he wanted not temptation to 
his Option that faid, Let my foul be with the Philo- 
fopbers. — | 
. AND while we thus mifreprefent our holy 
profeffion to others, it will be no wonder if we fi- 
nally do it to eur felves, that we forget its native 
foape, and look onher only inthe ugly drefS our 
{elves have put on, and that effect feems already 
too vifible among us: Our lives have fo long con- 
fated it that we triumph over it as a baffled thing; 
and like Amnon loath it becaufe we have ravifht 
and defil’d it. Many of us take notice of the bet- 
ter Morals of Turks and Isfidels not in reproach 
ef our felves but our Religion, and becaufe 
we have fo many Lepers, think banah and 
Pharphar, better:than all the waters of frac, 
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this is openly in the mouths of many, but is fo pro- 
digioufly zrrational as well as unjuff, that one can 
fcarce think it poffible to be in their hearts, un- 
lefs they be purfued by the fate of habitual 
jyars, that at laft: come to perfwade them- _ 
felves. - 

* CERTAINLY thereis no other parallel 
inftance wherein men conclude fo perverfely : He 
that. fhews a man that precipice upon whofe 
brink he ftands, that intreats, yea importunes _ 
him to retire from the danger; nay bribes him 
with the greateft rewards to chufe /afety, has 
done all that:can be expected from a friend, or 
charitable man: And if after all,the wretched per- 
fon fo advis’d, fhall caft himfelf headlong upon 
ruine; affuredly no Inqueff would return his mur- 
der in any other form than that of Felo de fe. 
And why then fhould our Chriftianity be accus’d 
of thofe. ills which it would infallibly -aver, | 
if our obf{tinacy would permit it: Indeed the 
charge is fo wilde, that it feems rather defign’d as 


an artifice of diverfion, a {prout of that firft . 


fig-tree which was to hide the nakednefs of lapfed 
Adam. Men think it policy to transfer their 
guilts, and are willing, the violence of their lufts 
fhould pafs for the zmpotence of their religion. 
Like irregular patients blaming their Phyfictan 
for thofe ill accidents which they know owing 
only to their own unrulinefs. A pregnant tefti- 
mony of the reproachful nature of fin, that men 
are content to betake themfelves to the moft 
forlorn fhifts to avoid the owning it: But the © 
| | C 4 . 6 CON 
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confcioufnefs is fo preffing and intolerable, that - 


with mariy it drives onto yet higher outrages : 
-*tisnot enough for men to decry their Chrs(tra- 


gityasa feeble énfignificant thing, but they load = 
it even with contradictory tmputations, and that - 
_ which fometimes they call the foolifbnefs of preach- - 
ing, tobringitinfcorn and cgntempt, fhall at . 


another be ftyled an Art and trick to bring it into 


. fafpicionand hatred, bearraign’d for impofture .. 
anddeceit, a project of impofing upon credulous_ - 
fouls, and Ss realadvantages tothe mana-_ 


gers while 


ey feed the filly Profelyte with ima- 


ginary ones. How groundlefs a calumny this is, - 


as it appears from the fanctity, and eminent fim- 
plicity of Chriftian Religion, which above all 
things excludes fraud and ; 

the defignments and aims of its firft promul- 
gators, who as they cannot be fuppos’d dextrous 
enough to lay fuch.a {cene of taking Pageantry ; 


—. foall their vifible acquefts were fcourgings and 


imprifonments, perfecutions and death. If this 
were the cafe it would indeed go near to reconcile 
the before mention’d contradictory ¢mputations, 
whileft the impofing upon credulous fouls at this 
dear rate, would be in very deed the fooli(hne(s 
of Preaching, the greateft madnefs in the world. 
Men of common reafon would be afham’d to ufe 
~ fuch frivolous cavils: but who can without hor- 
ror hear them from profeft Chriftians ? That 
while Infidels are modcft in their reproaches, look 
upon our Doctrine only as erroneous, Dzfciples 
fhould be bitter and charge it as infidious and 

a trea-. 


alfhood; fo alfo from | 


t 
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treacherous. Thus does the Ghurch experiment - 
the truth of her blefled Lords Predigtions, and 
finds her foes are thofe of ber. own houfe: .And 
though fhe be Chrifts Dove, yet is fubjected to 
the fate of the Viper, and has her bowels torn out 
by thofe that {pring fromthem. 3 
THES E are the growing confequences of 
rvefolute imptety, he who will not be kept with- 
in the bounds. of duty, {eldom contents him- 
{elf with that bare violation: He not only breaks 
the bonds in funder, but caffs them away too; is 
impatient they fhould keep a reputation to up- 
braid him, when he has robb’d them of the power 
of re{training him: And the {ure is the bottom of 
all that deep reafoning, by which men have learnt 
to argue themfelves and othess owt of their Creed: 
And though this be indeed the great Arcanaim the 
Philofophers Stone they aimat; yet they have met 
with another good experiment by the way :. And 
have,by I know not what Chzmiftry, extracted 4 re- 
putation out of thefe moft wnapt. watercals, . He 
_ paffes fora confidering’ man that: difputés ptim- 
ciplgs, and is thought moft to-own his reafon that 
Jeaf{t owns his farth: And.then ‘twill be no won- | 
der if this fuccefs animate, and give them not‘on- 
ly confidence, but vanity to avow what is thus 
creditable. . ee ae ee 
Indeed Satan is too fubtle a manager tolofe — 
this advantage, and the event {adly fhews, he has 
not neglected to improve it, as: appears not:only 
bythe number of fuch pretenders unto reafon, 
but even by their advancing a as 
ee ota ea iene ee ace The 
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The voluptuary who likes his portion in this 
world, and fears that in another, is at firft on- 


ly prompted by his intereft to quarrel the lef :: 


Articles of the Creed, and foin his own defence .. 


denies the life everlafting: But when he finds ~- 
his neceffjty made a vertue, and himfelf {truck ‘- 
into the repute of awit; upon that account he -~ 
doubts not, his fame will encreafe with his ir- -- 


religion, and fo ‘proceeds {till to unravel far- .... 


ther, till at Jaft he leaves not fo muchas I be- 
lieve in God, that many have advanc’d fo far is 


too evident: And by fome fo own’d that they 


will not thank his charity, that fhall hope better 
of them. os | a 


"T W AS once tite triumph of infant Chriftia- ~. 


- nity, that it filenc’dall the Heathen Oracles, and 


within a while demolifh’d even the Synagogue . 


too :. But alas its mature age gives us that ef- 
fectin a moft inverted fenfe, it now has ferv’d 
to fupprefs even the common notions of a Deity, 
turn’d out the one as well as the many Gods, and 
inftead of Polytheifis and Idolaters has made _4- 
theifis, and that which Chrift tells us was de- 
fign’d to perfect and fill up the Law, has by the 
ftrange pravity of its profeflors at once oblite- 
rated both Law and Law-giver out of mens 
_ minds, thereby exemplifying the old Axiom, Cor- 

vuptio optims eff pelfima ; oa the Saint as well as 
the Angel, if he defert his innocence, com- 
mences Fiend-and Devil. Thefe are fuch fad, 
fuch direful tranfmutations as excite not fo 
much wonder, as grief and lamentation; and 

| oo what 


/ 
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what rivers, what Oceans of Tears are competent 
to bewailfuch unutterableevils. : 
THE removal of the Candleftick is fo for- 
midable a judgement that the threatning of it, 
isus'd by Chrift as the moft awaking menage to 


‘the Seven Churches, Revel. 2. 3. but the remo- 


ving it by our own, hands is yet an enhanfement 
of that higheft calamity ; when menare cometo — 
fuch an infenfate obduration, that they court 
their Plagues, become their own Liéfors, and 
make that their choice which is their extremeft 
punifhment, they are certainly too fecure of that 
tuine they call for; And may we not fear it 
may prove general, and involve us all: That while 
{0 many cry out to be deliver’d from their Chrifti- 
anity as their loadand preffure, and fo few ex- 
prefs their diflent to that demand: God may in 
judgment grant it, hearken to thofe that’ cry 
loudeft, refcue his Gofpel from our profane and 
impious violations, and give it to others that may 
bring forth the fruits of it. 7 

N OR is this to be fear’d only fromthe ex- 


plictte importunities of the blafphemous, for it 


is interpretatively the vote of many others; who- 
ever give themfelves up to the dominion of any 
luft, .do implicitly renounce their obedience to 
Chrift, and fay we will not have this man torule 
ever us. Andwhen he is thus depos’d from his — 
regal and dire¢tive power, we have reafon to be- 
lieve he will defpife a meer titular foveraignty, 
not fuffer the Scepter of his Word to remain as 
an Empty Ceremony among thofe, who pay it ot 

: _ "geal 
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real obedience : Nor be again cloath’d with Pur- _ 


ple, crown’d, and faluted King to advance the 
triumph of his fcorn and crucifixion. 

~ Nor will the fawning Profeffions of the de- 
mure hypocrite avert, but accelerate this Fate: 
» He that makes the Golden Scepter in Chrifts 
hand, a vod of tron in his own, that thinks his 
Saint (hip licenfes him to all the fevere cenfures, 
and the yet feverer (becaufe more effective ) 
oppreffions of others, he is certainly to be lookt 
on not only asa Rebel, but an Ulfurper too, and 
- 4s of all others the higheft provoker. He that 


tvamples under foot the Son of God, does not 


fo much violate him, ashe that pretends to erect 
him a Throne upon bloud and rapine, on per- 
jury and facriledge : Nor does he that accounts 
the Bloud of the Govenant an unholy thing, fo 
much profane it, as he thatufes it as a Varnish 
to paint over his fouleft lufts. The Apoftle has 
long fince told us, there # no. concord between 
Ghrift and Belial, and can we think he will be 


patient thus to be made fubfervient to his ene- 
my: Or fuffer his Arkto be fet for the fupport, 


which fhould be the confufion of Dagon. Do 
we find him fo feverely upbraid the hypocrifie 
of the Fews, that ffole, murdered, committed adul- 
tery, and fwore fafly, and yet came and flood be- 
fore him in hws houfe, Fer. 7.9. and fhall we hope 
he will connive at it in Chriftians ? Was it into- 
Jerable profanation in them to account his houfe 
. aden of robbers, and fhall we be permitted to 
make it fo: they arefent to Shiloh to read their 


own 
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own deftiny, and furely we are as likely to find 
ours there too; to be deprived of thofe advanta- 
ges which we have fo unworthily abus’d: nor can 
we expect, that though God caufe the natural 
Sun tovife fill as well on the evib as the good, yet 
that the Sux of righteoufnefs fhall continue to fhine 
on thofe who will only bask themfelves in. his 
Rays,. grow eLthiops from his neighbourhood ; butt 
will not work byhishght, =. he * 
W HEN all this is confider’d, what a fad 
abode does it make ? When the b/a/bhemies of the 
Profane, the fenfualities of the Voluptuous, and 
the mockeries of the Hypocrite, fend, as it were, 
daily challenges to Heaven, we cannot but look 
it fhould at laft overcome its long-fuffering, awake 
God to vindicate’the hanour of his Name, and 
not fuffer it any longer to be thus proftituted and 
polluted: that when he fees his light ferve only 
toaid us the more fubtilly to contrive our deeds © 
of darknefs, he fhould withdraw it, finite us with 
blindnefs like the Sodomstes, whom he finds in 


fuch impure purfuits: And were that blinduefs  - 


 fachas our Saviour fpeaks of, Fo. 9. 41. that in- 
ferr’d the xo fin, “twere a defirable infliction, 
but alas it has none of that property: That which 
is defign’d forthe punishment can never be the ex- 
tenuation of our guilt; butas in Hell there is an 
happy Separation of ‘effeé?s,. the fcorching: of 
the flame without the light, and the blacknefs of 
night without the reft: So in this neareft ap- 
proach to it; this Portal to thofe Chambers of 
death, there is the ignorance without the excu se 
| . ia | the 
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the darknefs divefted of its native quality of hi- 
ding: And when we areenter'd among Heathens 
here, we mutt yet expect the fadder portion of 
Apoftatiz'd Chriftians hereafter. 


AND O that this confideration might at laft _- 


have its proper operation, roufe and awake us 


timely to prevent thofe evils which it will be im- 


poffible to cure. That by bringing forth fome 
more genuine and kindly fruits, we may avert that 
_ difmalfentence, Cut it down, why cumbreth st the 


round. That men would generally lay toheart . 


both the fin and infamy of being promoters of pub- 
lick ruine; and quench that fire with their tears 
which their fins have kindled, that the fafting 


and prayers, the fighs and groans of the Primz- 


tive Chriftians may fupplant the profane luxu- 
ries, the carnal Jollities of the Modern: And that 
Sackcloth and Afhes may become the sniver{ab 
modé, theonly fafrionable drefs amongus: The 
both Reafon.and Religion fuggeft.as matter of 
our moft importunate wifhes; would God our 
hopes were but half as pregnant: 7 

BUT the le appearance there is of this uni- 
yerfal reformation, the more jealoufly ought every 


. 


fingle perfon to look on himfelf, left he be one 


that obftruct it: For fo hedoes who ftays till it 
be a faflion, but neglects to contribute his part 
to the making it fo. Men are willing to difcou- 
rage themfelves from attempts of this kind, and 
with an unfeafonable modefty can reflect what a 
nothing oneman is. tofo many millions, when 
alas all that vaft Empire Vice has got in the 
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world, is founded in the pravity of fingle perfons, 
& would certainly be ruin’d by their reformation. 
The more reafonable Collection would be, that 
he who confiders himfelf but as one, fhould not 
fuffer him{elfto grow into /ejS;_ to fall from that 
init toa Gypher, by permitting fleth or cowardize: 
to enfceble and Emafculate him, but on the con- 
trary fhould recollect his {pirits, actuate all his 
{trength, and therefore be fare to do his utmoft, 
becaufe that utmoff is but a litle. | 
AND tothis certainly there want not encou- 
ragements, we fee in common affairs the wonders 
that induftry and refolution are able to effect,and 
a fngle courage being exerted has often without 
Romance, overcome giantly difficulties. .."Tis a 
great prejudice is caft upon vertue_ by the pufilla- 
nimity of thofe that Jike, but-dare not. abet her. 
When moft men commit all impieties daringly, 
and openly, and thofe few that.do meurn forit, 
do it but.in fecret, the example of the one is can- 
tagious,: but the other has no means to diffufe its 
{elf Would men ftoutly own duty, and not like 
Peter, follow Chrift afar-off, they might yet hope 
to make a party and gai# ground in the. world; 
And how noble an attempt were. this, thus to en- 
counter Satan in his higheft-triumph, and recover 
a lof field: And methinks thofe. who have any 
warmth of Piety glowing within, may cafily thus 
improve it into a flame, gatxopnyicas oy 75 wisn zie 
egstiv, addeto their faith vertue, .as that fignifies 
courage: And then. readily would fucceed, that 
train of Chriftian excellencies reckon’d'up by 


‘ a 
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“Se. Peter, 2 Ep. 1. 5. knowledge, temperance, pa- 
tience, godlinefs, and fuperftruct on thefe, as it 
there follows, bretherly kmdnefs, and the moit 
comprehenfive charity. We fhould be-not only 
devout towards Ged, but zealous towards Men, 
endeavouring by all prudent means to recover 
them out of thofe fnares of the Devil, whereby 
they are taken captive. ‘And: fince among all 
thofe fnares there is none more entangling, than 
the creditablenefs and repute of cuftomary vices, 


' to fet themfelves' efpecially againft that over- 


grown ‘covering and’ ornament; - thofe Lacks 
wherein its great, its’ Sempfon-tike firength lies : 
And ftrive to render it as contemn‘d as it is bafe: 


And.to this purpofenothing is fo apt, as the ex: 


alting its competitor,’ sas ke out of the 
Dungeon, that darknefs and obfeurity wherein it 


hag long lain el ore and. by makitig it illuftri- | 


oufly -vifible in their own practice, ‘put it into the 
poflibility of attracting others. Indeed there-on- 
ly it appears if its trae’ fplendowr, they are but 
déad “colours “the "Sublimeft fpeculation -can 


put of it, ‘he that would draw it to the life, mufk 
inprint it upén his Gwit.-’ And ‘thus every pious — 


perfon-may, nay olght to be a Nowh; a preacher 
of righteoufnefs+: And if it be his ‘fOreune to have 
Xs imperfwafible 44 Auditory, -if he- cannot avert 
the deluge; it will'yet'be the proyiding himfelf an 


Ark, the delivering; yer advancing his on fowl, 


if he'cannot benefit other mers, >: nat 7 as . 
UN A’Y, this being a Wéeb may qudlifie him to 
bea eMe/es too, give him fack'an ‘intere# with 


7 Heavens 
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Heaven, that he may be fit to ftapd in the gap, to 
be an sntercefor and Mediator for a provoking 
people. And God knows never any generation 
more needed that office : Nor any part of this more 
than our finful Nation, which having long been 
inthe furnace, is indeed now come out, but fo 
unpurified, that we haveall reafon to expecta 
tcturn, andthat not upon the former fruftrated 
defion of refinéng ; but upon that more infallible 
and fatal one of confuming us. Thisisfo dread- 
ful, but withal fo juft an expectation, that if 
there be any Facobs among us; any, who can 


_ weftle and prevail with God, there never was fo 


preffing need of their interceffion. O let all that 
arethus fitted for it, vigoroufly undeitake this 


_ pious work, let no Mojfes’s hands ever wax hea- 


wy, but be always held up in a devout importuni- 
ty, let them tranfcribe that holy Oratory, which 
he fo often eHedtually ufed, plead to God his 
owmncaufe, witha what wilt thou do to thy great 
Neme, and whenthere is nothing in us that can 
pretend to any thing but vengeance, .ranfack 
Gods bofom, rifle his bowels for arguments of 


| compaffion, repeat tohim his own #stles, that he 


islong-fuffering and of great mercy, forgiving ini- 
vy, Hedi. oat ie Numb. Pe 8. And 
y thefe folicite, yea, conjurehimto pity. And - 
how great an ardency is required to this intercef- 
Yion ? What ffrong cries muft they be that fhall 
drown fo loud aclamor ofimpieties ? And how 
does it reproach the flightnefs of our fleepy heart 
cfs addrefles ? Can we hope ig bind Gods hang? 
or ee a see 


TT  , 


with Withs and Straws ? Toarreft his vengeance 


with fuch faint and feeble affaults? And when 


nature and danger fuggeft to Heathen Nineveh, 


not only to cry, but cry mightily toGod, fhall = 
the fuperaddition of our Religion damp ours into =: 


a whifper, afoft unaudtble found. A ftorm will 


teach the profane Mariner to pray in earneft, and : 


alas, we have not wanted that difcipline. °Tis 
not long fince we might have faid with thofe, 
Ais 27. No {mall tempeft has long lain onus, nei- 
ther Sun nor Stars in many days, nay inmany years 
appearing, nothing but black and difmal portents 


ofa final wreck to a poor weather-beaten Church, 


and then fure ’twas time to be importunate, to 


- learn fo much of inftruction from the waves that | 
toffed us, as to make our prayers keep pace with - 
them, in {wift uninterrupted fucceffion, inloud . 


and not to be refifted violence. That we did fo 


then\ dare not affirm, but fure lam the neceffity | 
of it is not yet out-dated; for though the Sky . 
however black with clouds carry no thunder init, . 


though the impetuous winds that blow fromeve- .. 


bring fhipwrack tous; yet we too fully exempli- 


fie the truth of the Prophets. Axiome, That. the : 


wicked are like the troubled Sea, that cannot reff: 
We have within us a principle of ruine, which can 


operate though nothing from without excite it. - 


A tempeft is not always neceffary to fink a Ship, 
one treacherous leak may do it in the greatef{t 
calm, and what fecurity can there then be to our 


torn Veffel, whofe rents our continued divifions 


ae 


ry quarter, fhould not break out in tempeft, and .. 
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do {till keepopen. Indeed our prefervation mutt 
be as our refforatron was, the work of Omnipo- 
tence; thither therefore let us addrefs with 
St. Peters pathetick Prayer, Save Lord or we pe- 
rifp. -Othatall whoare concern’d in the grant 
of that Petition, would qualifie themfelves to 
prefent it; lift up fuch pure hands, that God - 
who hears not fiers, Fo. g» may. yet hear them,. 
afford a gracious ear, and give an anfwer of 
Peace. 





CH AP. IIL. 
A Sarvey of the Mifchiefs arifing from Inconfides , 


ration. 


mt FE Iaft Section having defeated all the 
promifing hopes of the former, by fhew- 
ing-us how fadly we have fruftratedall | 
the defigns and engagements of our profeffion, 
enervated all thofe apt and powerful methods, 
and how perfectly contrary our praéfices are to 
our rules, mere curiofity would more prompt us. 
to enquire what are the hidden caufes of thofe fo 
ftrange effects, what ynhappy propricty there is 
in the foil, that after fo much culture and husban- 
dry it fhould produce nothing but wild Grapes: 
And by what arts and wiles Satan has not only 
evaded, but even retorted thofe blows which were’ 
zim dat him. But as in difeafes the pains and | 
| D 2 Tanguifk- 
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languifhings are obvious to the groffeft fenfe,but 


the Brings and originals of them moft frequently * 
e 


~ Jyedeep, and are fo complicated and interwoven, 
chat they require much art to fearch and to di- 
 ftinguifh them: Nay, do’ often mock the moft 
— fubtile inquifitor, and fend him back with meer 
conjectures and uncertain gueffes: So in this 

- Eptdemick Spiritual diftemper, the malady is no- 


torious and vifible, but the caufes of it not foea- =: 
fily determin’d, yet that not fo much fromthe * 
darknefs as the number of them; fo many do pre- = 


tend, and that with very good colour, to this un- 
happy, this monftrous birth, that a. Solomon him- 
felf muft have made the propofal of dividing it, 


as riot being able to have affign’d it entire toany x 


one Mother. . 

INDEED fo many are-the concurrents to- 
wards it, that it would far exceed the limits of 
this little Tract, but to point at them: I fhall 
not therefore undertake any fuch exaé?# enumera- 


tion, but fhall only take notice of thofe which ei- — . 


ther for the generality or degree of their efficacy 
appear the moft eminent. 

AND firft the great and ftupid Inconfiderati- 
on which moft men an concerning their Religi-« 
on, may well pafs fora main caufe of its fruftra- 
tion. Ghriftiantty may make Archimedes his chal« 
lenge, give it but where it may fet its foot, allow 
but a fober advertence to its propofals, and it 

will move the whole world: It comes with moft 
invincible.and controuling arguments, but itil 
they are arguments, and thofe muft firft obtain 

= - Btientsen, 
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attentson, before they can force affent ; they will 
mof{t infallibly weigh down the fcales, though the 
whole world were the counter-balance, but then 
that muft prefuppofe their being put into thofe 
Scales : Being entertain’d with fo much of delibe- - _ 
tation, as may try and examine their weight. 
Ina word, they addrefs to us as men, that is crea- 
teres endowed by God, with rational Souls and 
difcurfive faculties, but if we will fupprefs thefe, 
and fet up only the érute to give audience, we © 
muft not expect Balaams as fhall be every 
day repeated, that the deaf fhould be wifer than 
therider, and confequently cannot wonder if the 
Succefs vary with the Auditors. | . 
AND ’tis to be fear’d, this is the ftate of 
moftofus, that all the convincing Logick, that . 
demonftr ation of the Spirit, as St. Paul calls it, 
and allthe perfwafive Rbetorick of the Gofpel, 
find us fo ftupid and unconcern’d, that they can 
make no impreffion: All the svenues are fo’ 
" blockt yp, that they can find no way of approach- 
ingus.. Weare like the Indian Serpents Phylo- 
fratws mentions, proof againft all charms, but 
~ fuch as with their glittering {plendor affault our 
Eyes: nothing moves us but what courts our 
Senfes ; and what is not grofs enough to be feen, we 
think too mice to be eonfider’d. The form and 
name of Chriftianity men find ready to their 
hands, and it cofts them no labour to put it on: 
But Should they be interrogated of the import and 
seep of it, I fear many would be at a lofs 
\ ttoanfwer. Mencall themfelves Chriftians 
; - D3 as 
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asthey do French. or Englifh, only becaufe they 


were born within fucha territory, take up their - 


Religion as a part of their fate,the temper of their 
Climate; the entail of their Anceffors, or any 
thing moft remote from their choice, the profef- 


fion of it defcends to them by way ofinheritance, - 
and like young carelefs Heirs, they never are at 


the charge to furvey it, to inform themfelves ei- 
ther of the Iffues, or Revenues of it; what bur- 
dens it lays, or what advantages it promifes. Eve- 
ry man fees they are vaft multitudes that have en- 


tered the Baptifmal vow, and I fear nofmall num-. ° 


bers of them, that weigh it as little when they 
fhould perform it, as they did when they made it : 
‘have no other notion of Bapti/m, but asacuffom 


of the place, ora time of fcftivity: confider no 


farther fignificancy in thefe {piritual bands, than 
_ they do in the Swadling-cloaths of their infancy, 
and can give no better account why they took on 
them Ghriffs livery, than why they wear fuch gar- 
ments as the common fafhion of their Countrey pre- 
{cribes them. 


THIS is in many the effect of grofsigno- . 


rance,that really know nothing that borders upon 
Religion : and where that is the principle,we can- 
_ not think it {trange to fee their praétsces propor- 


tionable; this returns them into the ftate of Hea- 


thenif{m, and while they walk in that darknefs, it~ 


is no wonder if they often fall: The only matter 
ofadmiration is, that there fhould be any fuch 
darknefs among us; that the glorious light, as 
St.Paul terms it, of the Gefbel of Chrift, fhould 


not — 
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not long ere this have difpell’d it out of our Hors- 
zon, and certainly that it has not, muft be ow- 
ing to.fome very great guilt, fo that concerning 
fuch perfons the Difciples queftion, Fo. 9.is very 
pertinent, Who did fin, the man or his Parents ? 
Where men are fo ignorant it muft neceflarily 
infer their Parents a in infufing, or their 
own {tubborn perverfene(s in refifting infiruction, 
but ’tis more probable to conclude the former, 
fince if Children were early inftituted, knowledge 
would infenfibly infinuate its felf,; before their 
years had arm’d them with obftinacy enough to 
make head againft it: but when by the Parents 
remifnefs the proper Seeds-time is loft; the foil 
grows {tiff i untractable, the /zbour of learn- 
ing averts their Childhood, and the jhame of it - 
their Manhood, and fo they grow old in their ig- 
norance, are ready to /eave this world before they 
come to know any thing of that which is to fuc- 
ceedit. - Thisisacommon, but certainly a moft 
deplorable cafe, and as it loudly accufes thofe Pa- 
rents, who thus wretchedly hazard their Chil- 
drens greate{t concernments, fo certainly it re- 
Hlects not very laudably upon thofe,. who by 
flighting that excellent Order of Confirmation in 
this Church, have befides all other advantages of 
it, robb’d them of that happy referve, which the 
care of their Speritual Parent, had provided to 
repair the negligence of their Natural ; but guilt 
has a miferable kind of infinity, and leffens not 
by being communicated; and therefore though 
thefe unknowing perfons a with juftice enough 
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accufe others, yet can they never the more abfolve 
themfeélves. Indeed they cannot tax others omif- 
fions towards them, without a tacite reproach of 
their own: For ifit were a fault in the Parent, to 
let their infancy want thofe neceffary infufions, 
*tis furely fo in themfelves,to let their riper years 
continue in that deftitution. And fure ’tis not 
probable there could be a more irrational motive 
to the former, than that which prevails with the 
later; towit, the fear of fhame, which certain- 
ly much more properly belongs to him that lies 
_ ftupidly under his want, rhan he that induftri- 
oufly {ets to cure it: So that while they go thus 
prepofteroufly to avert reproach, they invite it ; 


jay, and dobefides betray one of their moft im- _ 


_ portant fecrets, difcover themfelves more folici- 
tous about appearances than realities; to- be 


thought knowing than to defo. A {trange kind of 


_ fpeculative Hypocrifie, which yet leads to all the 
practical profanenefs incident to thofe, who live 
‘without God im the world. 

BUT wouldGod the uncatechiz’d were the on- 
ly perfons we had to complain of in this matter: 
There is another fort as ignorant, who have not 
that plea; who by a wretchlefs Inconfideration, 
have made a fhift to unlearn what they had once 


been taught. That this is naturally very poffible | 


noman can queftion, that obferves how defuetude 
will roba man of any Science, or other habit. 
But in this cafe there is yet a farther concurrent 
towards it, Chrifts parable tells us of Fowles that 
devoured the Seed, which himfelf interprets to a 

- | ; the 
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‘the wicked one, which -catcheth away the word 
fow’n in mens hearts: When that fhiritual feed 
Ties loofe'arid fcattér’d updn thé furface, andis | 
not by deep and ferious meditation, harrowed as 
it were into the grotind, it offers it felf aréady 
prey tothe devourer, and God knows the event 
is too ready to attelt the truth of the obfervation: 
Fordo we nét feé many whofe childhoods have 
wanted nothing of Chriftian nurture, that have 
had all advantayes to the making them w/e anto 
 falvation, yet fuffér their manhood to wear out 
and obliterate all thofe rudiments of their youth; - 
and that not only ont of their practice, but even 
out of their mdmory tod: This ( would we be pa- 
tient to have thé experiment made ) would, I 
doubt not, Be found too true in divers, and thty 
would Appear Jefs. able to upprove themfelves, 
hot only to the Gorfefir, but even to the Eztechift 
intheir ddult age, than they were in their Mize: 
vity: As having fearcé‘éver thought of the priti: 
ciples of thir religion, fince they corin’d them 
to avoid corredtion; and ‘then “tis ‘no'wonder if 
they pafs into the fine forgetfulness with ‘other 
the occurrenées of that fipperyage. 
BUT ifwith fome the ‘memory have been { 
invincibly faithful, Xs ‘riot to have refign’d its — 
depofitum: TE it do happen ‘obftiriately to retain 
thofe early impreffions which Were ‘iade'on it: 
Yet alas that alorie will be ‘of little avail. 
“Tis true that is the ftore-houfe, and ‘tis good to 
have that well replenifht; but if its plenty be 
only within its fle uncommunicated, ifthe gra- 
| — ° nay 
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nary though never fo full, be feal’d up, it gives 


no fecurity again{t a famine: A mans remem- 
brance of his Creed may tell him there ‘is a 


God, and that heis Almighty ; but if his reafon’ 


be fo much afleep, as. not to infer from thence 


the neceffity of reverencing and obeying him’ 


who is all powerful to revenge our contempts: 
he may repeat the Article every day, and yet ne- 


yer the lefs Atheiftically. Yn like manner he may 


oontothe Birth, Death, and Refurrection of 

hrift, but if he weigh not the obligations to 
gratitudeand duty which devolve on him from 
- thence,he may remember his Birth, and yet never 
be regenerate: his Death, and yet not dye to fin: 
and his Refurreétion, and yet lie rotting in his own 
corruption, and not rife with him to newne(S of 
life, So he may proceed to his coming to Fudge 
«the quick and the dead, but if he reflect not on 
_ his own particular concernment in it, if he con- 

fider not that for every the fecreteft thing, Eccl.11. 
God will bring. him, as well as others to judgment : 
He may talk of Dooms-dayas men do of fuch 4f- 
fixes as they have no trial at, but it will never fet 
hima trembling, or give him the providence to 
anticipate his eae fo judge himfelf here, 
that he may not be judged of the Lord. And fo 
' proportionably in all the parts of our Chriftian 

aith: he that does not extract from them their 
proper and juft iriferences, fhall never feel their 
efficacy. He has indeed in that excellent Sy- 


fieme, amott infallible Catholicon, againftallhis — 


{piritual Maladies, but ‘tis a Medicine, not a 
- - - Gharm; 


| 
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Charm; tobetaken, not laidby him; and if he 
fail in application, he will as certainly mifs of © 
the cure: and this gives us one too clear.a rea- 
fon, why fo many, in the moft fatal fenfe,. are 
fick and weak among us, and faln afleep; are firft 
bethargick, and then ftark dead in trefpaffes and 
fins. Men do not by fober confideration fuck 
out the vertue which would heal them: they 
look on the Creed as Chrifts badge, and fo long 
as they bear that, they think none muft queftion 
their Chriffianity : whereas ‘tis indeed more pro- 
perly his Military Symbolum, or recognition of 
the caufe, and General they fight for ;.an en- 
gaging them to all the obedience, fidelity and 
con{tancy of refolute fouldiers: And to this pur- 
pofe it is that we ffand.up at the recital: of the 
Creed, as owing our Baptifmal promife to fight 
manfully under our Saviours Banner againft Stn; 
the World, and the Devil; and if we do not thus, 
“tis not material what profeffions we make, we 
are the fame defertors whether we fay in our own 
Camp, or runoverto the enemies; throw away 
our Arms, or not ufe them; retounce our Chri- 
{tian faith, or not improve it. Sloth is as mif- 
chievous in war as treachery or. cowardize, and 
he that keeps his frord in the fbeath, is as unfor- 
ie an enemy, as he that brings none into the 
eld. a a re on Se 
AND how many {fuch infignificant comba- 
tants are therein the Chriftian Camp, that on- 
ly lend their Names to fill’ up the eMufter-rob, 
but never dream of going upon fervice. “Tis , 
- * certain 





lefs unconfidering Profeffors : And thefe ’tis to 
bé fear’d make fo greata number, that were the 
Church put to eftimate her forces, and examine 
what effectively her. ffrength is, fhe would find 
the deceit of falfe mujters as great among the Spi- 
viteal as the Givil'Souldiery. It is indeed a 
moft amazing thing to fee, that that whichis 


thé one great and important intereft of all men, 


fhould of all other things meet with -the lealt 
regard. Ifwemakea propofal of worldly pro- 
fit, though incumbred with many difficulties and 
liable to many uncertainties, we fhall not only 
have an attentive hearing, but active care and di- 
- gent purfuit of the defign, it will be driven to 
the laft slimpfe of hope, and if the firft attempt 
fnifcarry, the next occafion is laid hold of; But 
here where the prize is fo rich, the conditions {fo 
eafic, the ecqueft fo certain, yet (asif thefe were 
deterring, averting qualities ) we cannot be got 
totake the matter into our deliberation. Alas, 
what ftupid folly has pofleft men? And by what 
ineafures do they make their se ? How are 
their precious Souls become fo vile in their eyes, 
at they are the only part of them, which they 

_ think below their regard? In an Epstdemick dif- 
eafé every man looks out for Anstidete or Me- 
dicine for his own peculiar, and does not ac- 
quiefce in that filly confidence that he fhall do 
as wellas other men: Yet in this greater danger, 
that is their avowed comfort, and keeps them as 
cheerful as if they had the moft folid grounds of 
——— fegurity, 
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eertdin theré are as many fach, as there are care- . 





Chap.3- 
' fecurity. Alas, can numbers ost-face damnation, 
or do men hope that by. going in troops to Hell 
they fhall maffer the native inhabitants, fubdue 
thofe legions of tornientors, ‘and heeome cenqug- 
rors in fFead of fufferers ? This is fure too wildan 
imagination for any to entertain, yet what more 
‘fober one can any pretend, in fayour of fo ftu- 
pendous an improvidence ¢ | 
BUT ‘twill be much more feafonable to re- 
form than Apologize ox Rhetoricate; and there- 
fore ‘twill import thofe men, who like the inha- 
bitants of Laijh, dwell cerelef, quiet, and {c- 
cure, to look about them: To enter into ferious 
confultation how they may avert that ruine 
which waits upon fuch a fupine temper, not to 
fuffer themfelves to perifh in the midft of fuch — 
poffibilities, nay folicitations to be faved: But 
_ at laft afford an andience to that Embaffie which 
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. js fent them from Heaven. Ponder well thofe 


eafe terms of reconciliation which are propos’d ; 
the inefimable advantages confequent totheem- 
agai, ei amity; andthe as wefimable detri- 
ment of refufing it : In a word,not to pleafe them- 
felves withthe empty title, but to penetrate the 
full purport and fignificancy of their Chriftianity; | 
and when they have done this foberly and atten- 


_ tively, having removed this firft a 


nd moft gene- 
ral obftruction to picty, they will find. Bern 
{elves aflaulted by fuch force of reafon that they 
muft either be very ill Logicians, or very. good 
Ghréfsans, 


CHAP: 


ee 
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‘4 Survey of the Mifchiefs arifing from Partial Cons | i 


fider ation. 


EXT to the ftupid and meerly vegeta- 
_ ble ftate of total pen gare : we may 
rank that. partial and peece-meal con- 





| fideration,by which Chriftianity is niutilated and 


- deform’d, depriv’dofall its force to attract‘and 
fubdue mens hearts: For as in artificial Move- 
ments, there is fuch a dependance of one part 
upon another, that the fubftracting of any one 


deftroys the whole frame: fo in this fpiritual 


Machin defign’d to raife our dull mortality to 
Heaven; the Divine wifdom of its maker has 
- combin’d its feveral parts, that he who fevers 


ruines, he that applies it not in its united. 


{trength, will find no aid from its unjoynted 
{cattered particles, S. Paultells us, 1 Cor. 12. 
that in the natural body the ‘making it all Eye, 


‘or Hand, the reducing the many members toone _ 


is deftructive to its being ( if they were all one 
member where were the body, werfe 20.) and we 


 -inreafon muft expect the fame event will fol-— 
. lowhere. If we advance one part of our Chri-. 
{tian Faith to. the annihilation of the reft, “tis 


‘impoffible that fhould fupply the place of the 
whole; but the more that member is fwoln 
above its native fize, the more unwildly, not the 
mere frong it grows ; and lofes that active ae 
oe 4 whic 
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which it,receiv’d by a focial communication with 
the other parts. ns ; Tey = 
’TIS Gods charge againft the Priefts, eMal.2. 
that they bave been partial in the Law, XU) © 
[2.28 lifters up of faces. in it; preferr’d fome 
more agreeable parts,and difcountenanc’d others ; 
were not only Judges of the Law, but unjuf 
Judgestoo. AndI fear the endi¢tment may now 
_ run more generally againft the People alfo; that 
they have been partial in the Gofpel: culled 
and chofen out thofe fofter and more gentle 
dictates, which fhould lefs grate and difturb 
them: like well the Os! that makes them have 
acheerful countenance, but are not fo forward 
to deal with the Wine which fhould fearch and 
cleanfe their fores. ‘We make all ouraddreffes 
tothe promifes, hug and carefs them, and inthe 
interim let the commands {tand by neglected... A 
divinity indeed fitly apportion’d to the devotion 
of thefe times, which loves to make an offering 
to God of that which coffs them nothing, and yields 
a preference to that way of worfhtp which af- 
fures Salvation ef cheap, and at the eafieft terms ; 
but would men confider, they would find, that 
the commands are the fupreme and moft eminent 
part of the Evangelical Govenant, the promifes 
come but as hand-maids and attendants, an ho- 
nourable retinue to invite the more refpectful 
entertainment, and it fhould be remembred that | 
_Ofthis fort are the threatnings too; and there- 
fore they have furely an a right to our regard,. 
efpecially when many of them have the — 
| 3 O 
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of Gods Ogth, to bind and ftrengthen their per- - 
formance. And what a fcandalous and abfurd . 
partiality is this, that when the precepts come :: 
with this folemnity the more to command our :: 


reverence, we fingle out this one part of the 
Train, and pay our homage unto it; lay hold on 


tp ob 


the Premifes, not thofe that {peak damnationto - 
impenitence, but the other half of them which . 
give 4¢ffurances of favour. And like the Benja- .. 


mites tothe daughters of Shilob, runaway with .. 
them, poffefs our {elves of thefe by rape, in | 
fi ht of all the incapacities we lye undes; though .. 


¢ e 


enter into his reft. 


more than probable, for by what other attifice is 
it poffible for them to reconcile their large 


Ahepes, with their no purifying, their confident © 


expedtations of Heaven, with their greedy rapa- 
cious purfuits of Ae Their fecure dependance 
on the Bloud of their Sevsour, with their temorf- 


“THAT this is really the cafe of many is 


has fworn,that no difobedient provoker fhalk -, 


¢ oe 
va be eg. 


- dels effafions of that of theix Brethren? Didthey “ 
confider the infeparable Counexcton between the © 


Precepts andthe Promifes, ‘twere hard for them 
tobe fo wicked, but impoflible to be {0 Sanguine. 
Did ra anetean perfon a that are the 
pure in beart fall fee God, it he cquid be fo my 

Sines fill to chule che aire; yet faresbe could 
not expect tobe Rapt from thence into Heaven. 
Did the Drunkard confider the fentence of the 


Apoftle excluding af fuch from the Kingda of 


God, 1 Cer. 6. LO. if he canbe Gontent 30 fad 
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to over-buy his fin ; as to pay thatKingdom for his. 
fhot: yet certainly even he cannot be fot enough 
to expect the poffeffion of what he has fo fold, or 
hope that from one of his drunken trances, he 
 fhall awake to glory: Didthe Covetous extortioner 
obferve that he is involv’d in the fame fentence, 
remember that fuch Violents jhadl take not heaven, 
but hell, Jy force; if the terrors of the Lord:could 
not have force enough to melt his bowels, to un- 
clutch his griping hand, or diffeize him of his 
prey: yet .fure ic muft difcourage him from 
prafping of Heaven too, from hoping to defraud 
God as he has done men, and ftriking himfelfinto 
an ef{tate in the land of the living: and in like 
manner all other hoping finners if they would 
ruine, yet muft ceafe from flattering themfelves, 
muft chufe damnation bare-fac’d, and not fancy 
that their pofting on inthe broad way fhall ever 
bring them to4fe. And fure this difcovery of - 
their eftate,- were a very good {tep to the curing 
‘it: for though ’tis poffible fome few may be of fo 
fturdy an impiety as- to chufe their fiw with all. 
its confequents, yet fure all finners are not of 
that {trong complexion, and therefore Sztan is 
put to his wiles and artifices, is fain to hoodwink 
thofe that are apt to fart, and difgwifes the dan- 
ger when he fees the trye appearance of it will 
terrifie and avert. This was his old policy with 
our firff parents; he dazles their eyes with the 
glorious but abafive propofal of becoming like 
_ Gods, that they might not difcern how near they _ 
were approaching to become like Devils: = 
oe ake . this 


, a“ 
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this under the pretence of confidence and friend- . 
fhip,difcovering, as it were, a fecret to them, that - 


God envied them that promotion, which his grea- 
ter kindnefs was folicitous to procure for them. 
And as ifthe ruine of mankind, in Maf/z had been 


too flight a Trephey for that one Stratagem, he re- ::: 


peats it again tothe individuals, perfwades men 


that the path of obedience which God has chalke -: 


out is {trait, and narrow, rugged and incumbred $ -:: 


that there is a fhorter cut,an eafier paflage to life: «.: 
that they may be led into Canaan a nearer way, --- 


 ftep into it immediately from the flefh-pots of °.. 
Egypt, and {cape the tedious weary Mareh inthe .- 


~ Wildernefs: never fo much as call at Mount 
Sinai, or be affrighted with the Thunders of the 
Law. Inaword, they need not work out their Sal- 


vation, but be they never fo flothful they may in- . 


herit the promifes, Heb. 6. 12. this is his one 


grand Gonclufion, though he has feveral mediums 


toinferit by: wherewith as with fo many tools ~ 


and Engines he furnifhes men for the filing or 


breaking of that facred link between duty and * 
reward; andofthefe he has great variety fitted ~ 
to the hands, and skill of thofe that manage ° 


them. I fhall not undertake to ranfack his work- 
. houfe, or give an inventory of his Utenfils, bute 
fhall rather in general befeech all thofe, who 
have made this unhappy feparation, to remember 
from whofe Forge they took their Infruments ; 
and then confider whether his officioufnefs in 
fupplying them, can argue any thing but that 


‘tis his work they are about. Can any think that 


he 


he, whofe eternal paftime it will beto torment 
men, can really be folicitous of their eafe ; that he 
would chufe out for them the pleafante/t paths, 
were it not that he knows they lead to the cham. ' 
bers of death? When Chri whofe fole bufinefs it 
was to fave mens fouls, has prefcrib’d us acourfe 
which fhall affuredly conduct us unto bappinefs, 
what can it be but phrenfie to refort to dbaddon, 
the deftroyer for an eafier method, or expect 
more gentlenefs and compaffion from the roaring 
Lien, than from the Lamb of God. ee 
N A Y indeed thisis not only to attribute to 
him more tendernefs, but fidelity too :. to believe 
him in oppofition to allthe exprefs affirmations 
of God 5 .and when he who is truth its felf has 
toldus, that except we repent we [hall all periph, 
Luke 13.5. and that without holine/s no man fhall 
feetbe Lord, Heb. 12. 14. to disbelieve this only 
upon hisbare credit, who was 4 lyar from the 
beginning : This indeed is a prodigious compolfiti- 
on of blafphemy and folly: a ftrange contumely _ 
to Ged, but fatal treachery.to our felves: For 
alas ! Satan entertains us all this while but witha 
trick of Legerdemam, and as Fughers make.us 
belicve we have cut the (fring, which yet pre- 
fently-after they fhew us whole ; fo he perfwades 
us he has thus. fever’d the Gonditjon from the Proe- 
mifes, when to our prick it will finally appear 
their anion was mviolable. Tis not all our vain 
confidence that can reverfe the immutable di- 
vine Law; wemay, ’tistrac, delude our felves, 
keep up our {pirits high in a fecure jollity — 
/ 2 - and 





56 Mifchiefs arifing Cbap.4. 


and drink, and rife up to play, and fo not only loy- 
ter, but revel out our day, till the s7ght overtake 
us wherein no mancan work, but we fhall never be 
able to propagate the deceit, where only it could 
avail us, to perfwade God to pay the hire to 
thofe that have been no labourers, or give the 
prize to any who have not run to obtainir. Let 
every many therefore in a juft tendernefs to his 
own Soul, ftrictly examine his hopes, try not 
how high they towre, but how deep they are 
founded; whether on the {and or on the rock ; 
the flattering delufions of Satan, and the dreams 
_ of his own Phancy, oron the Promifes of God: 
_ for though all pretend to build on the latter, yet 
God knows,: a multitude of foolifh <Architeéts 
there are, which miftake their ground, take that 
for affurance that is not: And this truly isa 
_ thing deferves to be foberly confider’d, they that 
moft greedily catch at the Promifes, do often 
. embrace acloud inftead of the Deity which they 
- fo eagerly grafp, and thereby think to enjoy. 
But fasthful obedience, ‘and not znfolent hopes, 


commend us untoGod. “TheGofpel indeed de-  ; 


_ feribes tous great and ineftimable felicities, but 
he that can think this gives him Title to them, 
may as well pretend to the whole World, ‘becaufe 


he has the Map of it in: his -houfe: for thoughit ~ 
mentions to them all, yet it promifes them to 


none but the obedient. And thofe Ifraelstes 
which-fled from the fight of Goliah, 1 Sam. 
17. 25. might as reafonably challenge the re- 
- ward propos'd to the victor, as men can pretend 

: to 
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to enter into life without keeping the Command- 
ments : this thenisthe one Cratevion, by which 
aman may judge ofhis hopes; if they be but pro- 
portionable to his obedience, they are then regu- 
lar, and fuch as will not make him.afham’d, bute 
prove incentives and engagements to every good 
work. Let him obey as much ashe can, and 
then he need not deny himfelfthe comfort of ho-. 
ping as much ashecan too. But if his hopes ex- 
ceed this meafure, and {quare themfelves only by 
his wefhes ; if he look for Heaven, not becaufe he 
is qualified for it, but becaufe he wants or covets 
it; this is ratherto dream than hope, and fuch 
shimfzes will as {oon inveft the beggarin wealth, 
the defam’d in honour, the fick in bealth, or any 
man in any thing he has but ‘a mind to, as com- 
pafs Heaven for the bold Fiducsary. — | 
IT is indeed like thofe Lunacies wherein mens 
fancies adopt them Heirs to thofe Kingdoms, 
they know nothing more of, than the names ; and — 
fure the Analogy holds as well in the cure as the 
difeafe: let thefe Patients awhile be kept dark, 
taken from the dazling contemplations of their - 
imaginary priviledges, to the fad reflection on 
their fins: and as God expoftulates with Ifrael, 
Ezek. 33.26. Ye ftand upon the fword, ye work abo- 
mination, and ye defile every man bw nershbours 
wife, and (hall ye poffesthe land? So let them re- 
cite to themfelves the Catalogues of their impie- 
ties, and then ask their own hearts, whether 
thefe be the qualifications of thofe that fhall reft 
in Gods holy hill ? —— thefe marks of the 


3 . Beaft 
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| Beaft can ever rank them among the followers of 


the Lamb? And let thefe Confiderations be preft 
home, reiterated fo often, till by repeated 


{trokes they have made good the other part of the — 


method, made their Souls bleed, and by that Spi- 
ritual Phlebotomy, temper’d their {welling veins, 
allayed the over-fanguinefs of their conftitution : 
and tnen there remains but one thing more to 
complete the courfe, and that is bringing them 
into the Work-houfe, {etting them really to work 
out their falvaticn with fear and trembling, which 
they had fonear played away by confidence and 


pref{umption: And when they have done thus,they | 


have verified their hopes, and then may fafely 
reaffume them: They are return’d again with ad- 
vantage to their firft point, and are that in fober- 
nefs and reality, which they then were only in f- 
éi1on and imagination. % . 4, 
AN D now would God men would once be 


content to be thus difabus’d ; that they would not —: 


be fo in love with deceit, as in the Prophets 
phrafe, Fer. 8. 5. to hold it fa: that they would 


not chufe Chimara’s and phantaftick Images before: 


veal and fubftantial Felicities; and prefer that 
Lope which will be fure to fhip-wrack them, before 
that which will be an Anchor of the Soul, fure and 
fedfaft, Heb. 6.19. and if this fo reafonable a 
propofal may be embrac’t ; ifthe World fhould,as. 
the Spariard {aid, but rife wife one morning, what 
~ adeal.of dead merchandize would Satan have up- 
on his hands? Many of thofe they call the com- 
fortable Doctrines would want vent, which are 
ele Oe ee eee eee See mow 


Chap.4. from Partial Gonfider ation. -* 59 


now the Staple commodity of his Kingdom. 
What thofe are, ’tis no part of my defign to exa- 
mine, it will be every mans particular concern to 
do it for himfelf; which he may do by this one 
tet ; whether they more animate men to hope 
well, than to lsve well? Whether they bring 
Mlexcanders {word to cut afunder theGordsan knot, 
to fever between the promife and the condition ? 
Or the {word of the Spirit to fubdue all tothe 
obedience of Chrift ? If the former, we may ex- | 
pect the fruits of fuch will be all that licentiouf- 
nefs which St. Paul defcribes, as the works of the 
flefo, Gral. 5. 19. it being not to be imagin’d, that 
the precepts of the Gofpel, which they divide from 
the promifes only, that they might. fall off, fhall 
then be voluntarily taken up in meer good nature 
and heroick Generofity ; that thofe who are fo in- 
duftrious to avoid the neceffity of Ghriffian pra- 
fice, will make it their free-wsll-offering. If there 
fhould happen tobe fome few of fo ingenuous a 
sratitude; yet tis certain, that is not our com- 
mon mould; few men will be better than they 
think their intereft bids them be, and therefore 
fuch principles are dangerous Seminaries of Li- 
bertint{m: and ’tis mens very important concern- 
ment not to admit them. Let not then their 
cheerful 2fpeé? recommend them to our embraces $ 
men may be kill’d with too much Cordsal; that — 
which feems to refrefh the Spirits may enflame 
the Bloud, and though cold poifons have gotten the 
fame of being the moft malignant, yet there are 
bet that are as infallibly mortiferous, Jct it be 

a E4 our 
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our care in oppofition to both, to keep our felves 
in that moderate, equal temper, - which belongs 
to healthy Souls: and fince that is the vitalleft 
heat which is gotten by exercife, fet to our bufi- 
nefs, employ our {elves diligently inall thofedu- . 


ties the Gofpel exacts, and then we fhall not = 
want fuch an hope as may warm our hearts, keep =: 
us inacheerful expectation, tillwecome tothe - 


glorious fruition of that Eternal Salvation which = 


God has promifed to all them, and only them that - 
obey him. Andtill wedo thus, till we confider - 
as well what we areto do, as what we are tovre- -- 
ceive; there will be no hope of re{toring Chrifti- -;. 
anity to its native vigour: we fhall make iteva- --. 


porate all its {trength in unfignificant hopes, con- =: 
vert it into Air, tobear up our Bubbles, inftead <. 
of that firm ground, whercon we fhould build wir- .. 
tue here, and glory hereafter. " 


CHAP. V. 


‘A Survey of the Mifchiefs arifing from Carnal Con= 
“ fideration. a, 


= FTER the difadvantages of Partial 
: Confideration, may fairly be fubjoyn’d 
the ills of that advertency, which is im- 
pregnated by fenfuality and floth, and makes pre- 
tence unto right rea/on, but tends indeed as much 
as any thing to the fruftrating the defign, and en- 
a SG fecbling 
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feebling the force of our Religion: fuch clofe re- 
ferves of deceit and malice have men to theirown _ 
Souls, that when they quit one {trong hold of Sa- _ 
tans, “tis only to retreat to another. When they 
are not fo brisk and Aerial, as lightly to skip over 
thofe precepts, that lye in their way, they are fo 
grofsand unwary as to fallat them; if they may 
not pafs for Straws and Chaffe, fuch as every 
blaft of vain confidence may blow away,they fhall 
then be improved into Heaps and Mountains, be- 
come ftones of {tumbling and rocks of offence ; 
and when they are call’d upon to Confider them, 
they do it in fo perverfe a manner, as if they 
meant to revenge themfelves on that unwelcome 
importanity : their confideration is worfe than neg- 
leét. They look into them infidioufly, not as | 
Difciples, but.as Spzes, not-to weighthe oblige- 
ingnefs, but to quarrel the unreafonnablenefs or 
difficulty of the injunctions, not to direct their 
_ praétice, but excufe their prevarications. 

FROM this.unfincere kind of infpection it 
is, that the Precepts have got fo formidable ap- 
pearance with many, that they have fallen under 
fuch heavy prejudices, as to refolve them intole- 
rable yokes, infuperable tasks: that this Canaan 
is a land that eats up its inhabitants, wherein 
there is fo little of enjoyment that it {carce affords 
a being. Mencountalfeunder fuch reftraints, | 
fo joylefs and uneafie, that it differs from death 
only, by being more paffive. ‘They think Zeal 
like a Heéfsck Beaver, ina flow but certainly fatal 
_ Fire exhaufts and confumes the Spirits. Morti- 
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fication and felf-denial macerate and decay the 
’ body; and liberality diffipates and waftes the 
eftate: and with thefe. Apparitions which them- 
felves have conjur’d up, men run frighted from 
duty, refolve the burden is unfupportable, or at 
leaft grievous to be born, and therefore, as our 
_ Saviour fays of the Pharifees, will not touch it, no 


not fo much as wath one of their fingers, eMat. 22. 


4. never make any attempt to try what indced 
they are; but take their meafures from thcir 
own, or perhaps other mens prejudicate opini- 
ons, and thence take out an Authentick Record 
and Patent for floth, fancy the journey too long 
for them, and therefore fit till; firft call Chrifts 


Commandments grievous, andthenimprovethat _ .. 


flander into a manumiffion; abfolve themfelves 
from obeyingthem. Andunlefs they may have 
the Gate to life cut wider, made capacious 
enough to receive them with all their lufts about 
them, will never effay to enter it. 

BUT ifthe Prince of darknefs have enacted it 
a Law, that difficulty fhall pafs for excufe, yet 


if real uncafinefs may be admitted to be as deter- 


ring as smaginary ones, his own decree will retort 
the moft ruinoufly on himfelf, and men may 
plead it as their difcharge from all thofe bafe 
drudgeries, thofe tyrannous impofitions where- 


with he loadsthem. The Drunkard may experi- . 


mentally tell him, the pain of an aking head; of 


an overcharged f{tomack, the ruse of a walted — 


Eftate, and claim a difpenfation from purfuing 
_ that uneafic and coftly fin, The Wanton may 


bring © 
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bring his macerated body like the Levstes Concu- 
bine, Fudg.19. & urge it as an evidence how cruel - 
a Mafter he ferves; and from thence emancipate 
and free himfelf: And indeed every fin carries in 
it fo much of vifible toil, or fecret fmart, as. 
would by force of this rule fupplant and under- 
mine its felf; and fure Saten would never have | 
arm’d men with fo dangerous a weapon, had he 
not difcern’d them fo in love with flavery, as {e- 
cures him it fhould never be us’d againft him ; for 
ifit fhould, nothing could give him a more mor- 
tal wound, more irrecoverably fhake his King- 
dom. Nor would only that snfernal Region fecl 
the force ofthat defruétive principle; it. would 
make us ftrange confufions in fecular Regiments. . 
F OR if fuch pleas as thefe may be admitted, _ 
they will eafily cancel all Humane, as wellas Di- 
vine Laws, and every malefaétor will transfer his 
guilt on the feverity of the Legsflator: the Thief 
may fay it is too great a difficulty for him to re- 
fift the temptation of an apt opportunity; arich 
rize that his fingers are too’ flippery even for 
imfelf, and he cannot reftrain them, and then 
quarrel the ftridtnefs of the Law, which has 
rais'd fo high a fence about mens properties, that 
he who climbs it muft endanger his neck. The 
Rebel may complain that the bands of Allegiance 
are too {treight, the yoke fits too clofe, galls and 
frets his i fiefh, exclaim loudly at the Ty- 
ranny of thofe that laiditon, and in that out-cry. 
drown the noife of his own Treafon. And foeve- 
ry other tranfgreflor may accufe the rule, asac- 
ee ene on ee »eeffary 


64 Mifchiefs avifing Oe. 
_ceffary to his fwervings, till at laft the Laws be 
made the only Criminals. | | 

I LEAVE every manto judge both of the 
equity and confequencies of fuch difcourfings in 
Civil matters, and fhall only defire. he will apply 
them to Spiritual alfo, where certainly they are 
neither more juft, nor le{s ruinous; and whileft 
fuch abfurd pretences as thefe pafs currant, no 
wonder if Chriftiamity languifh and grow impo- 
tent; want {trength to imprefs its felt on the lives 
of its profeffors. The moft infallible receipt can 
work no cure on him, whoupon the fufpicion of 
its bitternefs, refufes totafte it. The moft ex- 
cellent Laws muft look their regulating power, 
where the execution of them is ob{tructed ; and we 
- may as reafonably look for the efficacy of Chri/fi- 
anity among thofe who never heard the mame, as 
among thofe, who owning the name, do yet dif- 
claim its precepts; and fo all thofe interpretative- — 
ly do, who by accufing them of too great rigour, 
avert both themfelves and others from their Obe- 
dience. , -. «a 

THAT the Charge is fcandaloufly unjuft 
will appear to any, who fhall allow themfelves 
the juft means of information; but alas the way 
of ProcefS men take in this affair is fo inequitable, 
as certainly prefagesthe partiality of the fentence, 
what Perfon ever was there fo innocent, fo excel- 
lent, who ifarraign’d at the Tribunal of his mor- 
tal enemy could be acquitted : Chrft himfelf fhall 
be pronounc’d a Blafphemer, when a Garphas is to 
examine him: and no wonder if his precepts find 


propor: 
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proportionable dealing, if they be decried as ém- 
pofible, tyrannical, perhaps ridiculous too, where 
the {canning of them is referr’d to thofe, whofe 
intereft it is to defame them. Men enthrone 
their /ujis, fet them up in the judgment feat, and 
none can expect they fhall pafs fucha fentence, 
as fhall include their own condemnation: if they 
own the Commandment tobe holy, juft and good, 
they mult tacitely accufe them/felves to be tmpure, 
anjuftand wicked, and as fuch to be confign’d to 


wrath and judgment. 


HERE thenwe have the true account how 
Chrifts commands, which are in themfelves fo far 
from grievous, have gotten fo unkind a reputation 
among us ; this is fo direct a courfe for it, that 
we may ceafe our wonder, thoughnot our griefto 
feeit, for we beholdthem ftandto the award of 
thofe with whom they have a profeft enmity : the 
Goal gives fentence on the Bench; the Bar ar- 
raigns the Judgment Seat, Certainly when that 
Law which is Spiritual is f{abmitted to the arbitri- 


. ment of grofs carnalsty, the Law of liberty is tax- 


ed and rated by thofe worft bondmen who are fold 
under fin; *tis impoffible to find any fairertreat- — 
ment. That which comes on purpofe to dethrone 
fin, difpoflefs it of the Empire it has ufurpt, will | 
certainly be entertain’d withthe fame exclamati- 
on the Devils us'd to Chrift, Why art thou come to 
torment us? But as if this general Antipathy were 


‘not enough to afcertain the rejection of Chrifts | 


amd s asifthe Wational feud, as I may call 
if, between Heaven and Hell were not thought 
| irrecon- 
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irreconcileable enough, men offer yet harder 
meafure, call in the aid of perfonal quarrels, and 
when the precepts eome to be confider’d, refer 
each of them fingle to that particular Vice to 
which it has the directeft contrarzety. | 


THUS when Chrifts command of meekne - 


and forgivene/s, -of loving enemies, and turning the 
cheek, bearing the Grofs, ox felf-dental calls for au- 
dience ; they confult (as Rehoboam did with his 
young hot-f{purs ) with their anger and malice, 
their rankor and revenge, and they foon give 
‘their Verd:ét; that to be meek is tobe fervile, a 


temper fit only for the abject. That to forgive - 


enemies is a principle of cowardize that would 
Emafculate the world; to love them a piece of 
Spaniel-like fawning; but to turn the Check; 
not only to ae but invite new injuries by 
owning them as benefits ; paying bleffing for cur- 
fes, kindnefs and good-turns for hatred, is fuch 
a ridiculous patience, as muft expofe to the info- 
— Tenceofmany, andthe fcorn and derifion of all 
men. And then the refolution is ready, they will 
be no fuch fools for Chrifts fake. So when the 
precept of humility and lowlinefs comes to be 
confider’d, their Pride is deputed to hear its plea, 
and then though it bring the authority of Chrifts 
example as well as his command, it will be judg’d 
invalid: Chriff indeed took upon bim the form of a 
Servant, andto that, humility was a proportion- 
able Adjunct ; but what is that to them. whofe af- 
piring humour abhors fubjection, ‘tis not-calcu- 
~ lated for their Mersdian, they are of another man- 


ner | 
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ner of Spirit, and would not have it embafed by 
the admiffion of fomean a quality: and though 
Chrift hath put poverty of Spzrst wages. his Beati- - 
tudes, they refolve he fhal] not enfnare them 

with that artifice, they will not take his meafures 


offelicity ; or refign that pleafure they havein - 


valuing themfelves, for any thing he propofes in 


- exchange. In like manner the precepts of tem- 
| perance, fobriety and chaftity, are not permit- 


ted to the judgement of fober reafon, nay, nor of 
meere natural defre; but to appetites vitiated and 
inflam’d by radicated habits ; and then the Glus- 


| ton thinks, to cat moderately, is to be ftarv'd; 


and will as foon put a knife, Prov. 23. to hes throat, 
inthe vulgar fenfe of cutting it, as in Solomons 
notion of reftraining hisexcefs. Thus the Drun- 
tard with his falfe thirfts looks on fobriety asa 
kind of Hell, where he fhall want 4 drop to cool 
bs tongue, and thinks the abandoning his de-— 
baucht jollities is an implicite adieu to all the 
comforts of life. The Unclean perfon, whenhis - 
bloud is high,{coffs at Chaftity as a religious kind 
of impotence, and only fo far confiders the pre- 
cept of pulling out the Eye, as to infer that it were 
as eafic literally to part with it, as to reftrain its 
luftful range; not look at all, as not look to luft. 
And proportionably it fares with Charity and 
bounty, which one our Seviour recommend, 
eMammon arraigns of robbery, and {tigmatizes as 
a Thief that picks the Purfe, and rifles Coffers. 
But amidft all thefe, the saking up the Cros, fuffer- 
ing for vighteoufne/s fake, and the doétrine of felf-de- 


nial, 
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nial, fall under the heavieft prejudice. Thefe 


__ are.oppos’d not by fome dne fingle vice, but the . 


‘confederate arms ofall; even thofe whofe inte- 


refts are flatly oppofite do here unite: Herod 


— and Pilate, Sadduces and Pharifees accord againft 
Chrift, and all are freely fuffer’d, nay invited to 
exhibit their complaints againft thefe Mandates. 
Covetoufne/s cries out that this is the moft ruinous 
prodigality, caits away aneftate inalump, and 
lays all open to forfeiture and confifcation: and 


Prodigality takes it as ill to be foreftall’d, and 


have nothing left forittodiffipate. Pvrophanenefs . ° 


-avows a. contempt of itas a folly, and moft open 
madnefs to part with real pleafure for an empty 
“mame, or profit for that Bankrupt thing call’d 
_.Confcience: and Hypocrifie has a more fecret ha- 

tred of it, asits detector ; that which will bring 
it to.a Teft which it cannot pafs.. Malice puts in 
aCaveat, that this is to gratifie enemies, and 
lofe the fatisfactions of revenge: and Se/f-Love 
putsin another, that.it is to deftroy ones felf. 


In fhort, every /imb of the body of fin difcharges 


. a blow at this innocent and Divine Sanction; as 
if they meant it fhould exemplifie its own do- 
Ctrine by affuming that paffive temper it recom- 
mends. — so a 


BUT alas, who can expect any more uprighb 


verdicts from fuch paét, fuch eorrupt Juries, and 
why may not Chrift be permitted’ to claim the 
common benefit of our Laws, to make his chal- 
lenge and exceptions againft this fo incompetent 
smpanel, ”Yisthe counfel of the Wife man, not 

: ) to 
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to advife in common affairs with thofe whofe 
tempers may be fuppos’d to biafs them, Confult 
not, Layshe, with acoward in matters of war, nor 
with a fluggard, of much bufinefs, Ecclus. 37.11. and 
fure if they be ill Gounfellors, they muft be worfe 
Judges: but why then do we fet pride to judge of 
humility, luftof purity, covetoufnefs of libera- 
lity ; and make our vices the arbitrators of thofe 
Laws which fhould reftrain them? This is fuch 
a profs snjufticeas common humanity abhors; we 
deal by other meafures with men; the moft noto- 
rious and flagitious criminals, and referve this 
way of procefs for thofe things only wherein our 
God maybeconcern’d. *Tis a fevere exprobrati- - 
on of a prophane people, Malach.1.8.W here God 
accufes them for treating bim with lefs reverence - 
than they would do a mortal Prince. Offer it 
now fo thy Prince : but alas! we fhall force him to 
defcend far lower in his expoftulation, fo far we 
are from paying him the dutyand regard belong: | 
ing toa Prince, that wé yield him. not the rights 
of common men; force him to ftand to thofe 
meafures which we think too unequitable to 
prefs upon a murderer, athief, or rebel at the 
Bar. ms Oo 

B UT this waving of common rules is 2 plain 
confeffion that we need moreé indulgence, than 
thofe will allow: When mens /ufs thus ufurp 
the Tribunal; and judgeé in their own eaufe, ‘tis a 
palpable difcovery they dare not remit them-— 
{elves to any more equal determination. And in- 
deed in this point of their intereft, they pafs Ne 
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_ sight judgment: for’tis certain were the cafe re- 


ferr’d to any competent Judge, indeed to any 
but themfelves,they would inevitably be caft ; and 
{ure tis high time that fome fhould affift oppref 


@ertue in its appeal; find it out fome Court of 


equity where its plea may be heard: and we need 
_ not travel far for that purpofe, every man may 
‘do itin his own dreaft, where in his little Con- 
mon-wedlth he fhall find a Court of Gods erect- 
ing: let him but draw the Caufe thither, difcufs 
the matter in his own confcience; and he will 
foon find the former unrighteous fentences re- 
vers d: let him but ferioufly reflect on his viola- 
tions of thofe facred Precepts of Chrift; and ob- 
_ ferve what a fing and fecret remorfe every fuch 
breach leaves within him: and that will be a com- 
petent atteftation of the egusty ahd obligingnefs 
of thofe Mandates: for from whence elfe can the 
regret arife ? Thofe things that are either impof- 
fible in their nature, or unconcerning to us can- 
not beget it. No man accufes himfelf for not 
flying inthe ar, or walking upon the water; nor 
owns himfelf gus/ty in the non-obfervance of any 
Laws, but fuch as have power to oblige him: and 
therefore thefe clofe pangs and checks of Confci- 
ence are an irrefragable evidence, that men do n- 
wardly affent to the juftice and authority of thofe 
divine rules, which their aétions, yea often their 
words too, do moft oppugn. re 
BUT over and above the throws and after- 
pains of confcience,when fin is brought forth, the 
felf-accufation of the Griminal, whén — 
: 10aG 
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fide controuls, nay many flatter and commend: ~ 


I fay beyondthis fecondary and teflext Apology, 
for Chrifts Law, owed to the foregoing prevari- 
cation of it; there is. an carly and immediate ver- 
ds paftin its behalf, in the efteem’ and liking 
which thofe documents command, where ere they 
pafs: creating an affent and veneration not only 
when, obey’d, but: from profeft defpifers ; who 


cannot chufe but think well of that vertue they 


defert, and the neceffity of their affairs compel 
them to fpeak ill of; An event vi(ble in the con- 
demnation ofour Saviour, where the Fudge who 
gave Sentence againft him, ‘at the fame moment 


 wafht his hands, and openly profeft, be found no 


_ fauleinbim a as 

_AND indeed this very reflection on the 4u- 
thor of thefe precepts, if well confider’d, would 
fuperfede all other arguments. The eMandates 
ofthe Gofpel on this one fcore, that they are 


a“ 


, Chrifts; are certainly both pure in themfelves, - 


ind poffible tous: and fo moft worthy not only 
ofall Obedience, but .all Love too. He who is 


our Lord upon both the titles of Greation and Re- — 


demption,; may certainly with all juftice impofe 
what laws he pleafes on us. Yet he, who laid 
down his life for the redemption of the tranf- 


gteffions which were under the firft Teftament,- 


cannot be imagin’d fo inconfiderate of our frail- 
ty which himfelf had fmarted for, as to intro- 
duce another of equal rigor, or be fo pete of 
his blowd, asto pour it out for thofe who by 4 
acw Sct of impoffible. commands fhould infalli- 


2 bly 
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bly reforfeit themfelves again: and if this can- 


not be fuppos’d, the contrary may be concluded, 
~ that he hath fo far condefcended to our imbecil- 


licy, as not to prefcribe us any thing whichhe : 


_ either finds ‘or makes us not able to perform. 


Tis true indeed, his Laws are abovethe reachof - 


our corrupt and debafed nature; and they.were. - 


unfit to be his, were they not fo: butwhenheby - 


his grace offers to elevate and refine this nature, - 


bring it up to the pitch and purity of thofe Laws, : 
- this is a far greater mercy than ifhe had defcend- - 
 edto our corruption; fo he might have conta- - 


minated himfelt, given laws unworthy of him: : 


But alas ! what advantage would it beto us, to - 
have the Bla/phemy mention’d, Pfal. 50. fo veri- - 


fied, to have our God in this fenfe, fuch 2 one as our 


Selves ? But by this other Method he purifies, and 


exalts us; puts us in acapacity of being like unto 


wf. 7 


him, in which is fumm’d up at once, all both. . 


‘wertueand felicity. . - 


AND onthis glorious end, every particilar . 


command of his has.a direct afpect, every one 
of them tending to re-smprefs on us fome part of 
that divine smage which was raz'd out by-the fir 
fin: and this one would think enough to recom-, 
mend them to our higheft value. Zertainly, if 
Gonfcience may be Fudge, it will be fo: there be- 
ing in this cafe no middle between devout reve- 
rence, and horrid blafphemy; for he that de- 
fpifes fuch an affimilation, muft neceffarily alfo 
defpife Lim whois fo vefembled: he who thinks 
mecknefs, purity, humility, Oc. aaa! qua~ 

shies 
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litses, can have little efteem for him, in whom 
they are fo tranfcendently eminent,but will take the 
Prophet at his word, and fay, there ts no form nor 
comeline{s in him, Ef: 53. But this fure can never 
be the Verdié# of Confcience; he that can thus 
pronounce, muf{t be fuppos’d to have fuppreft and 
filenc’d that. It being one of the moft indeleble 
notions there, that all that 4 in God, is fublimely 
exceHent. But becaufe ‘tis indeed too poffible 
that Confcience may be put under fuchan un- - 
due reftraint, fuffer the violence of a: Prifoner, 
when it fhould fuftain the place of a Fudge: be- 
caufe many men dare not permit their confcien- 
ces to fpeak, left they fhould fay more than they 
are willing to hear. And laftly, fince thefe per- 
fons make their appeal to reafon, pretend the 
aids, and boaftin the advantages of that, it may 
not be amifs to bring the Caufe unto that Bar: 
whofe Empire and Authority none muft difclaim 
that own the Style, and leaft of all thofe Scepticks 
‘in Religion with whom we have to do; who will 
allow of no conviction but from it. 

AND God, whoasthe Apoftle fays, leaves 
not himfelf without witnefs, has fo temper’d-and 
difpos’d his Precepts asto qualifie them to pafs 
even this Teft alfo, they being not the contrads- 
Elions but zmprovements of natural Reafon:. and 
fomoftapt to recommend themfelves toall that 
is Man, not Brute about us. Indeed they have 
the very fame aim and defign with that. It has 
ever been the grand bufinefs of fober reafon firlk 
to difcover, and then to attain that one supreme 

| | Fz ' good, 


good, which would Bive re{t and felicity to the 
foul: in this inquifition have the Ph:lofopbers 
and greatef{t Mafters of Reafon, laid out their 
moft ferious {tudies and deepeft contemplations ; 
and in their indefatigable purfuits feem joyntly 
to figh out David's queftion, Who will thew us 
any good? And now the Go/bel comes a folu- 
tion of this fo important a Query, brings thefe 
glad tidings of joy to all people, and that not on- 
ly in its credenda, by informing us what that 
Good is; but in its agenda too, by tracing us out 


the Way toit; beating us a path which will cer- _ 


tainly lead ustothat fummum bonum which our 
' very Nature implicitly gafps. after: and fure 
Reafon can never jar with ths, which comes thus 
asahappy 4uxiliary to fuccour its impotence : 
asan infallible Guide to conduct its {teps: and 
_ asa glorious Leght to give it a clear view, of what 


it before blindly groped after. “Tis a certain 


Indication of Madnefs, to tear and mifchief thofe 
. things that would be ufeful to us, to curfe and 
revile a friend, or fly inthe face of thofe whofe 
charity brings them to our aid ;' and therefore ’tis 
moft evident that Reafon muft firlt ceafe to be 
reafon,and commence Phrenzy,before ’tis poffible 


it can fet its felf in defiance of thofe Laws of 


Chrift, which are thus accommodated to its grea- 
—teft Interefts. ‘ | 


AND astheaccord is thus obfervable in the. 


ultimate, foisitin the intermediate defign alfo. 
Reafen had by its twilight difcern’d, that that So- 
yeraign Bii(sit aim’d at,’ would never be hit by 
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an unfteady hand; by him who was perpetually 
tofled and agitated by his turbulent inordinate 
appetites. Therefore young men, yet in the 
heat and ferment of their bloud were folemnly 
profcrib’d and banifht from the Schools and Le- 
Ctures of Philofophy; therefore luftrations and 
Catharticks of the mind were fought for, and all 
endeavour us'd to calmand regulate the fury, if 
not extirpate ( which fome contended for) the ve- 
ty besng of the Paffions: that fo a preparation 
might be made, firft for the knowledge, and then 
the attainment of felicity: Now the Gofpel-Pre- 
cepts have vifibly the fame end and purpofe: eve- 
ry one of them exprefly+fingling out fome irre- 
ular affection to combate and fubdue: fo that 
right Reafon and They are evidently of a Seéé and 
Party, infomuch that feveral of the ancienteft © 
Fathers ofthe Church attributed the excellent 
documents of Heathen Philofophers to the Divine 
aty@, the reafon and effential Word of God which 
after was incarnate upon earth; and brought 
auxiliary ftrengths of Grace, to aid the weaknef- 
fes of Nature. The blefled Fefus whofe bare 
word Checkt the Sea in its higheft fury, and by 
that Miracle attefted his Divinity ; as much ex- 
erts himfelf in filencing the louder Tempefts, 
and calming the inteftine ftorms within our 
breafts. And certainly Reafon will not quarrel 
to have been thus reliev'd, it being the property 
only of proud Folly to chufe rather to lofe a victo- 
ry, than owe it to the aid ofan Allie. ee 
FROM this general view, it were eafie to 
ee F 4 defcend 


| 
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defcend to obferve the exaét concurrence of par- 
ticulars. God loves 4reafonable fervice, and has 
fo temper’d his commands, that every Act of 
obedience we perform may be fo qualified, and° 
gain unto its votaries the Elogium promis’d in 

the Law of Mofes, Deut. 4.9. Surely this people 

awife and underfianding People. And firft that 

the command of Meekne/s is a moft rational Pre- 

cept,can never be doubted by any, whoremember — - 
butthe common definition of Anger, that itis - 
Furor brevs, and fure’tis very reafonablenotto ~ 
be mad; and he that has obferv'd the unmanly 
tranfportations of that wilde paffion, how that 
the firft violence it offers isto the man within 
him, will certainly think it the intereft, not only 
of his Religion, but common prudence, and right 
Reafon to meee it. And the like is to be faid 
ofthe more folemn Phrenfie of deep malice and 
deliberate Revenge, where the fury wants the 
allay of being tranfient and fhort-liy’d, is. em- 
bodied into Complexion and temper, and grows 
inveterate into Nature. Anger indeed is a fire, 
and he that touches it though but lightly, will 
findit fcorch him: but the Malscious lays himfelf 
asit were to roa? atit; prolongs and fpins out 
his own Torment, asifhe meant to anticipate his 
Punifhment in his very crime, and commence his 
Hell here, in unquenchable fire. Truly no fin does 
more reprefent that {tate of horror to whichit 
tends ; it gives a man not only a certain Title, 
but an bre Bs Earneft, pays him part in hand of 
thofe difmal wages. ‘This was fo well under- 


ftood 
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{tood even by the Heathens, that we fee the Poets 
knew not how more Emphattcally to defcribe the 
future torment of an envious and malicious per- 
fon, than by the reprefentation of his fin. Pro. 
metheus’s Vulture begins her quarry in this life; 
every —— Thought, every fpightful Wi 
preys upon his Heart that harbours it: every re- 
vengeful project puts him in the pangs of labour 
till it be brought forth; and when it is,it common- 
ly rebounds fo mifchievoufly upon the Parent, 
that the birth feems like that of Agrippina, when 
fhe bare Nero that murder’d her. And furely not 
only reafon, but common fenfe, will fay thisisa 
{tate to be detefted, and confequently muft give 
its fuffrage to thofe Laws of Mecknefs and Cha- 
rity, which are the only expedients to prevent it. 
Peace is defervedly reckon’d among the bighe# 
bleffings of Communities, and fure it has a pro- 
portionable value,in every fingle member of thofe 
greater bodies, it being that which is indifpenfa- 
bly requifite to the enjoying of any other good. 
A War we know interrupts at once all the profits 
and pleafures of a Nation: and this hoftile Tem- 
per ina mans mind does the very fame, and like 
Gholer in the ftomach, takes off all gaff of the 
moft delightful things, and fo becomes a Hef in. 
the pena damni,as well as that of Senfe : and then: 
how abfurd an impatience isit, for mento think 
_ tvery the flighteft injury from another infup- 
- portable, ad yet heap fuch heavy preffures up- 

on themfelves; like froward Children roar’ out. 

for the leaft touch from another hand, yet 
| page eae ere Tener eae 
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knock and batter themfelves without complaint : 
as if their only contention were, that they may be 
the fole Authors of their own Calamity. And. 
that which adds yet more, if it be poffible to © 
add to fo vafta folly, is, that Revenge never re- 
airs any Injury: if I have been reproacht or de- 
am’d, ’tisnot the wounding of my enemies bo- 
' dy that will heal my fame ; i may by that means 
help to {fpread the Libel by inviting many to en- 
‘quire the caufe of our quarrel: but thatisno Me- « 
dium to prove him a-flanderer, the world being - 
too well acquainted with the nature of revenge 
to imagine it an argument of his innocency that 
acts it: fo far it is from being fuch, that it gives 
a moft violent prefumption of guilt, according 
tothat notable Obfervation of the Hiforian, Con- — - 
vitia fpretaexolefcunt, fi trafcare agnita videntur.  - 
In like manner fuppofe me hurt in my body, Re- 
taliation brings nobalm to my fores: my pains 
_ abate not by his having the like or greater; nor 
would my Wounds feffer the tefS though his: 
Should Gangrene. So if I am endammag’d in my 
goods, I may contrive to repay him that illturn, 
and yet not recover my own lofs; and generally 
the {pightful fpoils that are made, are of that na- 
ture. “Tistrue, the Law may in fome cafes re- 
_ pair the injur'd perfon ; but then that is owing to 
the Juftice of the Law, not to the malice of the 
Plaintiffe: for he that faes upon the naked intui- 
tion of recovering his Right, without any afpect 
Of Revenge on the invader, has as fully the benefit 
of the Law (and indeed none can innocently have 
| it 
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it otherwife ) and then to what ferves the vindi- 
cative humor, what increment or advantage can | 
the fuperaddition of his revenge bring him in? 


_ *Tis fure in all thefe inftances it often does the 


quite contrary ; plunges himin farther troubles 


and dangers, and when all this is confider’d, we 


may certainly pronounce Chrif's preeept of Meck- © 
ne{s partakes as well of the Serpentas the Dove, 
is as well prudent as innocent: nor is this Gonclu- 
fron at all fhaken by thar Odjeétson which men 
make from the danger of inviting more injuries 
and affronts by this tamenefs: for firft fuppofe 
there were truth in it; that hazard could not bal- 
lance the many certain mifchiefs which have been 
evinc’d infeparably to follow the contrary tem- 
per: and it were certainly lefs penal to endure 
multitudes of light and tranfient Abufes, than 
thofe far more uneafie ways of Redre(s, which 
mens revenges fuggeft to them: and then ‘twill 
be perfectly reafonable, of thefe two evsls to chufe 
the lefs. Astorthe greater and more important 
violations, there are legal ways which may prove 
redrefs in fome cafes, or prevention in A : 


_ He that is flandered or impoverifhed, may take a 


courfe to clear his Innocence, or recover his Geods : 
he that is hurt or maim’d, though he is uncapable 
of reparations, yet the Law provides for his fu- 
ture fecurity, by awarding fuch Penalttes,as may _ 
difcourage the Offender from repeating the vio- 

tence: Andto thefeaids, a2 man may refort with 
thefe Provifo’s, fir, that he abftract from all de- 
Sign of Revenge; and fecondly, that the matter _ 
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of Weight ; and certainly he that by thefe legs 
means cannot be fecur’d, can be much lefs foby 
any private attempt of his own: For he that de- 
_ fpifeth the coercive power of Laws, will much 
more contemn the enmsty of a — perfon. The 
only difficulty in this cafe is, whena ftate is in 
fuch a confufion that there is no lawful Judica- 
‘ture to appealto ; but that implies fo many fad- 
der miferies, than the want of fuch a redrefs 


amounts to, that every man may patiently 


enough caft this intothe heap of greater evils ; 
and not confider that one preflure, when fomuch 
weightier calamity exacts his grief: But fure the 
Sufpenfion of Law inthis particular does no more 
qualifie a private perfon tobe his own Revenger, 
than it invefts him in any other part of Authority ; 
and he may with as good right place himfelfon 


the Bench, and become a Fudge in other mens _ 


caufes, asthus become both Fudge and Executio- 
ner in his own. 


BUT in the /af place, the ground of this ob- 


jection feems weak and fandy; for that mecknefs 


is not the way to expofe a man, generally fpeak- 
ing, to more fuffering: ‘tis poffible indeed 
through the barbarity of fame few infulting co- 
wards, who love to vapour good cheap, that they 
may trample on thofe who Rive leaft refiftance ; 
but this isnot the common bent of humane Na- 
ture, (which ought to be the meafare in this 
cafe ) we find men ufually exafperated by Oppo/- 
tion, who are calm’d and appeas’d by Gentlene(s. 

Anger is not of the nature of that monftrous Fire 
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the Hiftorian tells us of, which nothing but blows 


could extinguifh. tisthe Obfervation of the wi- 


(eft of Men, that a foft anfwer turneth away wrath, 
and mens Paffions are like Bullets which batter 


_ the walls which ftand inflexible, but fall harm- 


lefly into Wool or Feathers; and I doubt not 
common experience will atteft it, that none do 
generally fall under fewer of thefe ftorms than. 
they, whoare thus prepar'dto bearthem. Let 
a meek and an angry perfon caft up their Ac- 
counts together, and compare the number of af- 
fronts and contumelies they have met with, and I 
believe the Odds will be as great, as between Sauls 
thoufands and Davids ten thoufands. *Tis cer- 
tain that the retarn made to the farft injury pro- 
vokes a new one; men being fo partial to them- 
felves, that he who reecives a harm by way of Re- 
taliation, never reflects on his own firft guilt, 
but looks on itas a naked Injury, and fo purfues © 
his Revenge, which has again the fame effect on 
the other, and fo this wild-fire runs round, tilli¢ — 
have fet all in a flame; made the faddeft vaftati- 
ons, not only inmens Minds, but their outward 
Goncernments too, in the many fatal outrages, © 
which thefe eager contentions occafion, all which 

would be ied byameek difregard of the firft 
rovocation : So that although fome injuries may. 
Fall upon the Paffive man, yet infallibly there 
would be no broils and quarrels, which are alone 
the great accumulators and multipliers of inju- 
ries; which alone demonftrates how unjuftly 
Meeknefs is charg’d with fo much as an accidental 
: Saari ry 
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production of them; and vindicates that precepe 
of Chri¢ which has falnunder fo much, not only 
Gavil but Scorn ; it appearing that to abftain from 
— and refer the hazards of that toGods 
providence ( which is the importance of his com- 
mand to turn the Check ) is the greateft even moral 
Security again{t Violence,and fo approves our Law- 
giver ( inthis fo decried particular ) to be as well 
the wonderful Counfellor, asthe Prince of Peace. 
IN the next place, if we weigh the precept oF - 
humility and lowlinefs in the balance of fober dif=  - 
courfe, we fhall certainly find it hold a ju/f weight. 
Indeed Pride is nothing but Deceit, a meer cheat 
and delufion, and foevery man can difcern it in 
another, we there are ableto trace the windings — 
of this Serpent, and fay ths man thinks himfelf  - 
more wife, this more learned, a thirdmoreholy _ 
than he is: yet alas ! in our own breafts we difcern’ 
not the Abufe, fuffer him to perfwade us what he 
but promis’d to our jirf Parents, that we are as 
Gods, fomething fo fuper-excellent, that all 
muft reverence and adore: And herein wetake | 
him at his word, never fufpect thefe glorious f- 
tributions may be no more than Complement or 
Flattery ; or what is no lefs obvious, Dersfion and 
_ Scorn. To aconfidering man ’twould bea fhrew’d 
prefumption again{t whatever Pride jugger’s » that 
tis attended always by felf-love, which is, as it 
were, the common. Setter to all thofecheats whicly 
circumvent and fool us: But there'want not alfo 
more convincing proofs ofits deceit and unifince- 
_ rity. Whene’re we overween and believe well of | 
our 


. ee era + 


our felves, itis incontemplation of fome smagi- 
sary or elfe real good 3; fomewhat a Man has not, 
or fomewhar that he has : If we do it upon the for: 
mer account, that is undeniably a grofs Delufion; 
akind of deceptiovifus, a filling the Eye with 

phantaftick Jertal Images, which haveno folsd- 
Being : And God knows, fuch Phafmes,fuch Ap- 
paritions are moft of thofe exceHenctes which men - 
applaud in themfelves ; things conjur’d up by the 
eMagick of a {trong imagination, and are only 
feen within that'Crrcle in which the Enchanter 
ftands: And though Sten be the grand Mafter of 


this black Art, yet his Pupils are now grown fo 


dextrous, that he feldom needs tobe call’d in; 
our own partialities and fondneffeés to our felves, 
are abundantly fufficient for the purpofe. But if 
in the fecond place we fuppofe the things to be re- 


ally exiftent in us, yet Pride runs us upon an other 


error no lef{s dangerous than the former, for it be- 
trays us to miftake the true Owner of them, em- 
boldens us to fet our own mark upon thofe rich 
Wares, in whofe acqueft we have not been fo 
much as Feéfors ; God is the one great Author 
and Proprietor of all that is or can ‘be valuable in 
us ; to his Providence or his Grace we owe all the 
accomplifhment of our outward. or inward man,,. 
and though he allowsus the #/¢ and benefit of — 
them, yet the Glory is a fpecial Royalty, which - 

( as the Gold. or Silver,Mines of a Nation ) is re- 


ferved to his Crown, an incommunicable piece of 


his Regality. And how wofully does our Pride 
befool us, whén it brings us in fuch falfe Invento- 
| | - } THE 
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vies of our goods, makes us dream our felves rich 
by anothers wealth; like Chsldren that call every 
thing theirs which looks fplendidly, or the mad Athe- 
nian celebrated by Horace for his happy phrenfie, 


that refolu'd all the Ships and‘ Wares his own that 


came into the Cities harbour: But how more fadly 
does it betray us, when it thus puts us upon the 
invafion of 4 propriety, who is not as the impo- 
tent eMonarchs of the earth, unable to affert his 
own Rights, but can certainly Vindicate himfelf 
to our Gonfufion, againft whom no rebellion can 
be any longer profperous than he willingly per- 
mits it, and who has folemnly avowed he will not 


give his glory to another: And when our Pride . 


makes us thus both ridiculous and miferable, 
when it feduces us not only intothe folly of Chs/- 
dren and extravagancies of Lunaticks, but at once 
into the guilt of bold, and punifhment of improf- 
perous: Kebels: Certainly Resfon can never be- 
come its Advocate, or put in any demur to that 
Sentence which excludes fo treacherous a guef? out 
of mens hearts; which is the fole aim of thofe 
baws of humility which Ghrift has given us. | 

NOR will the Precepts of Temperance and 
Purity find any worfe doom at this Bar, the con- 
trary Vices being fuch indignities and contumelies 
unto humane nature, as can never find any coun- 
tenance from this Supreme part of it: "Tis the 
prerogative of our Reafon, that it difcriminates 
us from, and elevates us above beafts: Nor can it 
ever be brought to refign this fo glorious a privi- 
ledge, affent to the admiffien of thofe brutifh ap- 


petites 


peed, 
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petites which would over-run the Sou/, level its 
superior with its infertor faculties; confound the 
diftinétion of Rational and Senfitive,. and in a 
word, render the Beaff fo ravenous as toeat u 
the Man, Yetthusitis in thofe fordid Sins of | 
Intemperance and Uncleannefs, unlefs perhaps they 
are fo much worfe than Beaftial that I wrong the | 
generality of the Brutes in the comparifon, it be- 
ing only fome few of them, the very Beafts of the 
Beafts that are guilty of any fuch Exceffes; ‘for 
generally their Appetites donot tranfgrefs the re- 
gular ends of Nature, they know no fuch difeafe — 
as Surfetting, but eat to fatishie Hunger, and - 
couple at fuch feafons as beft tend to preferve 
their kind; and then ’tis tobe confider’d, how 
bafe, how degenerous a defcent it is for us to . 
{toop, not only below our own nature, but theirs 3. 
what a folitude thefe vices reduce us to, that not 
fomuchas the nobler fort of Beaffs will bear us 
company; we muft wander upon the mountains to 
courta Godt, we muft rake the mire to find a 
Swine, before we can furnifh our felves with any 
Affoctates: And fure all this fo open an Hoffility 
againft Reafon, that it can by no means be her © 
interef? to abet it. Ask her whether fhe wouldbe - 
preft to death with loads of meat, whether fhe 
would be drown’d in floods of drink, whether fhe 
would be fuffocated with the nosfome vapours of pu- 
trefaélion and rottennefs, and the anfwer fhe gives 
to thefe tells you her fenfe of Gluttony, Drunken- 
nefsand Uncleannefs: Alas ! fhe fuffers from them 
the moft barbarous iia invaded not only 
: 7 in 
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in her Authorsty, but her very Beig, and therefore 


even upon the fo celebrated principle of felf-pre- 
fervation, muft mufter all her forces to vindicate — 


the injury and defegd her felf. And then cer- 
tainly Christs Commands of Sobriety and Purity 
muft needs be entertain’d with all Alacrity and 
Gladnefs, as an acceffion of ffrength to her party, 
an aid to affift her in that juft and neceflary War. 

AND as Reafon thus pronounces againft the 


fins of the fle/h, fointhe next place does it cer- 


tainly againft: thofe of the World. Mammon 
himfelf will not be able to bribe this Fudge, but 
when Chrifis Precept of Charity and liberality 


comes before this Tribunal, it will infallibly be 


not only acquitted but magnified and applauded, 
be call’d from the Bar to the Bench, Commiffion- 
edlikethe Fews, Hest.o. To bear rule over.them 


that hated them, to diffipate at once the wealth — 


and the covetoufnefs of the Worldling; have the 
Keys put into its hand, that it may have free ac- 
-  cefs to his Coffers; this certainly muft be the 
~ event of this trial, for’tis confefledly the part of 

Reafon to difpofe every thing to thofe ufes which 
are moft proper and advantageous, fuch as may 
bring in moft real benefit to the owner. Now 
what other employment of wealth is there (after 
competent accommodations are provided ) which 
can contribute to a mans felscity? If it be laid 
out like the Rich mans in the Gofpel in delicious 
fare, or Purple and fine Linen; certainly it 
makes no leaft approach towards it.. Firft, for 
_exceffive Fare, ifaman be not exceffive too in the 
eating, 
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eating, what does he enjoy of it? Meat has no na-: 
tural propriety tothe eye, and can make no im- 
preffions of pleafure there; but ifhe be voracious 
and intemperate, ‘tis then fo far from making 
him Aappy, that it dejects him into the forlorn con- 
dition, even now mentioned, fets him at odds 
with his reafon, his very manhood, nay, I may | 
add with his very fenfe too ; the difplacencies that 
he receives by the confequencies of his excefs, 
far out-weighing all that is gratefulinit. This 
iswell defcrib’d by the Wife man, Ecclus. 31.19. 
AS forthe gayety of Apparel, that can never in 
fober judging be thought any advantage; ’tis that 
which only youth and folly putsa value upon; and 
as we Out-grow the one, fo we do the other: All 
that is convenient in Cloaths is as well, nay, bet- 
ter provided for without it: A rich fuit is only 
heavier, not warmer than a plain ; and it isa kind 
of prodigy to fee how heavily vamty, which is in 
its felf fo light, fits upon fome men; whoare 
content even to make themfelves Porters, fo their 
Tailors may lay on the burthen: And thus in many 
other inftances the finenefs of Cloaths deftroys 
the cafe, fotrhat it often elps men to pain, but 
can never rid them of anys; the body may be lan- . 
guithing and infirm under the moft fplendid co- 
ver: Herods royal apparel fecures him not from 
being eaten with Worms; and Lazarus his Ulcers 
would have been never the lefs painful, though . 
they had been wrapt in Dives hes fine Linen. 
OR if the Wealth be laid out on any other part © 
of that the world calls-greatne/s, asan Honourable 
oe | G2 retiques 
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vetinue, Troops of attendants, and the like; the 


return will be no lefs empty : Multitudcs of un- ~ 


profitable Servants being a great burthen, but no 


degree of advantage; alas! does my Meat relifh ~ | 


ever the better, becaufe my Table is furrounded 
with Wazters ?. or whenI go out, does my train of 
followers make the Air the move refrefhing to mes 
does not rather the Duff they raife make it /efs,an- 
noy and ftifle me? As for matter of bufinefs, the 
number of Servants tends rather to hinder than 
advance it; daily experience attefting, that in 
crouds of domefticks every oné of them thinks his 


idlenefs will be hid: The care of doing andthe — 


cuilt of omstting is transferr'd from one to ano- 
ther, and none has any farther thought, than how 
he may quit himfelf either of the burthen or the 


blame; fo that upon the final account all that © =: 


accrues to a Maffer by the greatne/s of hus family is 
the encreafe of hts cave in the regiment of it: A 


great deal of vigilance and circumfpection being . =: 


requir'd, to keep it in any tolerable order, and if 
it be not fokept, his Houfe becomes a wildernefs, 
and himfelf a prey to the Beafts he feeds: The li- 
-centioufnefs of the Servant redounding more 
ways than one to the damage of the Maffer. . 
IF wefhould now proceed more minutely to 
every other fingle expence:which vanity and pride 
- fuggefts, we fhould certainly find the like fuc- 
cefs of our inqueft; nothing of real felicity, bat 
on the contrary the vanity {o interwoven and in- 
corporate with vexation of Spirit, that ’tis impof- 
fidle to fever them: Se that thus to employ = 
: riches 
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_riches is rather to fuffer veal ky them; but if | 


we fuppofe a man on the otker fide fuch a Reverer 
of his wealth, that he dares not employ it at all,un-. 
lefs it beat the bunt, for the bringing in of more, 
that keeps it as men do beafts refervd for breed, 
manumit them from all work but that of propa- 
gation. Suchaperfonis furely ofall others, the 


fartheft from receiving any advantage by it: he 


converts it from a Servant into a Tyrant, and fad 


‘experience fhews us the calamity of fuch a tranf- 


mutation. Ithas been always held the feveref# 


- treatment of Slaves and Malefaétors damnare ad 


Metalla, force them to dig in Mines; now this 
isthe Covetous ‘mans lot, from which he is never ~ 
to expect areleafe, as being his own remorfelefs 
and more than Egyptian task-maffer: and the pa- 
rallel holds too, in the gainlefnefs as well ns 


-borioufnefs of the work; Thofe wretched crea- 


tures buried in Earthand darknefs were never the 
vicher for all the Ore they digg’d, nomore isthe © 
infatiate Mifer, he has no power to d:/pofe of any 
of his acqueffs; and though he calls them es, yet 
alas he poffeffes them fio otherwife than a Prifo- 
ner does his Goal, aeMad-man his Ghains,they are ~ 
only Inffruments of his Thraldom, and the getting 
more ferves only to add more weight to his 
Shackles; and certainly Wealth can be no way 
worfe difpos’d, than thus to buy, fo bafe a Servi- 
tude. - a ) 
AND now fince neither the Juxurious fpend- 
ing, nor the covetous keeping can advantage us 
one ftep towards any thing that can be call’d 
7 G3 bappy 3. 
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happy ; but do on the contrary engage us upon toil 
and mifery: Wealth feems to bea very oppreffive 
burthen, {uch as we can neither caf off, nor fafely 
bear; and truly foit is till Charity comes into our 
Aid; whichas the proper Element of Wealth, ren- 
ders that /ight which gravitates elfewhere, and 
asthe Elixir unto Metals transforms them into 
Gold, {tamps purity and price upon them: by free- 
ly giving, endows the Donor with what ever he 
beftows ; enriches bim,and what is more,enriches 
wealth itfelf. Without this Art of ufing, and . 
difpofing our eftates, we are thofe Indians who. 
chanze their Gold for Glafs: that filly Fijber-man, 
who having found a Mas of Ambergreece, em- 
_ ployed it to the Hiquoring of bis boots; are foolifh 
_ tothe height of Midas in the Fable, who being 
promis’d to have what ever he would wi/h, made 
his demand that every thing he toucht might — 
prefently be Gold, and run the hazard that he did 
of being Starv’d by our unhappy affluence: men 
fay indeed that Gold by preparation becomes a 
foveraign Cordial, but certainly it never does re- 
joyce the heart fo. much as when Charity is the 
Chymift; the poor mans hand isthe beft Limbeck 
 toextract this Magiffery and tinéture, the flames 
of love will really perform thofe Miracles, they of - 
the Furnace boaft of, and would they employ 
thenfelves in this laboratory, they would find the 
omnipotent efficacy they dream of, fooner inthis 
way of diffipating, than in all their Arts, or rather 
Fancies of generating Gold.. “Tis certainly a 
moft generous and enlivening pleafure ~~ ‘a 
| _ —_— ults 
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fults from 2 feafonable liberality: When Ifeea 
man ftrugling with want, his very {pirit as well 
as body {tooping under the preffure; if I then 
relieve him, the humane nature within me which 
iscommon tous both, does by akind of Sympa- 
thetick motion exult and raife up itfelf, but if] 
have any piety that muft do it much more ; for as 
the former fhew'd me my own image in my poor 
brother, {o this fhews me Gods; and how tran- 
{cendent a fatisfaction muft it be, to have thus | 
re(cued him who bears fo divine an imprefs, to. 
have paid fome part of gratitude to my Creator 
for my own being, by making my felf in my low 
fphere the giver or preferver of that life, which 
he fir{t breath’d into another. This, and this only. 
is the way to raife a felscity out of wealth; and 
furely fince the attaining of bappinefs is the one 
rand purfuit of our Reafon, that muft even be- 
foes it has fubjected itfelf to the fasth of Chrift, 
give aflent to the Prudence of his, Command inthis — 
as well as the former inftances.. Ce 
BUT there remains a Precept of our Savi- 
ours allied to this; which feems by no meansto- 
comport and hold a corre{pondence with the dictates 
of right Reafon: the taking up the crofs, and fuf- 
fering for righteoufnefs fake, which contradicts 
the fundamental law of felf-prefervation; and 
the great end of being, felicity and happinefs. 
But this fuggeftios, how {pecious foever it appears 
is utterly fzi/acious; for tis no good confequence; 
that becaufe Reafon aims at our being bappy, 
therefore it forbids us all voluntary fuffertngs,fince 
caged ects oe chet 


92 — aMifchiefs arifing ‘Chaps. - 


that the cafe may be fofet, that fuch 2 fuffering 
may be the fasre/t medium left us to, our happine|s. 
°Tisa known rule, that of two evils, the leaf to 
ke chofen; and the election of the leffer ill, 
though it be no abfolute, yet is a comparative 
good ; and its attainment as far as the neceflity of 
our affairs permit, is our felicity: and reafon 
can provide no farther. Now this is the eftate 
of the prefent inftance: two evils are propos'd, a 


Naturaland a Moral; the Natural, though in its 


felf to be averted, yet much inferiour to the Mo- 
ral, andthen Reafon foon refolves the. Dilemma, 
that the Watural w to be chofen: All that can be 
queftion’d in this affair, is whether Reafon define 
the moral evil to be the greater, but this can bear 
no long difpute with any who confider but the 
Natuve of Reafon, which being feated in the upper 
foul ofaman, isno way concern’d in thofe Is, 
which make their impreffion on the fenfitzve part, 
but Moral ills ftrike higher, invade the mind, 
cloudthe reafon; nay, often depofe it from its 
regiment, as is too frequently exemplified in the 
force of vitious habits,and therefore by how much 
our reafon is fuperior to our fenfe, fo much are 
thofeto be accounted the greateft evils, which 
affault that nobler part of us. This certainly 
will now be the determination of Reafon, if fhe 
may be permitted the freedom of her vote: for 
thus was it formerly, where fhe bare the moft 
{way, and uncontrouled rule; the wifeft and 
beft confidering of bumane,as well as divine Au- 


thors having eftablifht it as an undoubted Apher 
a aa ifm, 
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rifm, that honeft is to be preferr’d before both gain- ° 
fal and pleafant: fo that nothing renders a man 
fo deplorable, as that which violates his integrity 5 
nay they have generally gone higher, exhorted 
men to become voluntsers in vertues warfare, not to 
fufbenad their fufferings, till they, were forc’t out by 
the competition of a crime; but offer themfelves 
free oblations. Thus to fuffer for ones Countrey 
or ones Prrend, was thought fo worthy, fo heroick 
athing, that noble and ingenuous fpivits were emu- 
lous ms: it: and it was fo ftated a cafe that Eps- _ 
étetws forbids a man, on fuchan occafion to con- 
fult with the Oracle, whether he fhould doit or 
no, it being neceffary to be done, what ever ill fuc- 
cefs or ruine be predicted, t7¢ 6 Savazes onpatvetas, i 
Bheagss peess gapal@, ovyn, and how ferious they 
were in thefe perfwafions, fome of them have pra- 
élically evidenced, as ——s fuffered very- confi- 
derable preffures, nay death its felf, rather than | 
they would bow tothe predommant vices of their 
Age, or omit the occafion of eminent vertue. Art- 
firdes would be juft in {pight of the Offraci/m. Re- 
gubus obfervant of hisOath made toa fatthle(s Ene- — 
my, theugh Death and Torment attended the per- 
formance. Lycurgusto perpetuate to his Citizens 
the benefit of his good Laws, as fubtly defigns 
perpetual Banifbment unto himfelf, as others ufe 
to contrive for Honour and for Empire there. 
Codrus redeemsthe fafety of his Army with his 
own Death: Gurtius makes himfelfa Martyr for 
his Gountrey, and Socrates in the ftricter fenfe be- 
comes one for his God: laid down his /éfe in at- 
Pe are enn a a 
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teftation of that moft fundamental truth and 
leading article of Faith, miseusvestvasedv, the be- 
bef of one God. And yet we find not that thofe 
Times, which were fo // as to fhed his Bloud, were 
yet fo bad as to defame his Memory, he’s not 
recorded either as fool or hypocondriack; nor 
have his fufferings {truck him out of the lift of 
Philofophers : but he ftands there the more con- 
, {picuoufly in thofe bloudy Charaéters; and how- 
ever the credit of the Oracle may be otherwife 
difparaged, it never was onthis account, -that 
' ithad declared Socrates to be the wifeff of Men. 
And yet both he and the reft, had either none, or 
very zmperfect confus'd apprehenfions of a future 
reward, when they engaged on prefent Suffer- 
ing, and death itfelf: So that we might be 
tempted to imagine, that fome ftrange change 
and tran{mutation has now befaln Vertue, that it 
has put on fo mucha diffant appearance from its 
ancient {elf, that the acceffion of new obliga- | 
tions, and higher hopes, fhould abfolve, avert 
and utterly difpirit us; infomuch that what was 
Conftancy in a Heathen, fhould be Folly in a 
Chriftian. Certainly this is a Metamorphofis.of 
our own making, we look through deforming 
optick-glaffes, fuch as our Avarice or effeminate 
i Pe convey into our hands, which give — 
not only Strange and gaftly, but withal redicu- - 
Jous fhapes ;. but if we would confult our Reafon, 
that would fhew us things in their proper forms, 
Vertue andReafon are both the fame they were fo 


many. hundred years ago,and where the Odjec? = 
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the faculty admit of no mutation, ‘tis impoffible 
there fhould really be any fuch varsable ap- 
pearance. If Socrates were fo zealous for the one 
God, that hechofe rather to relinquifh his /ife, 
than to confentto, or but connive at the profane 
rivalry of Polytheif{me, and yet be no Fool; cer- 
tainly wemay as fecurely tranfcribe his copy: 
and though the particular Article may not be the 
fame 5 yetif itbe any thing wherein vertue is 
coneern’d, the eaufe is no lefs warrantable: he 
that fuffers for a praétical Point, is no morea 
prodigal-of his pains, thanhethat lays them out 
on the higheft Speculative. The Commandments 
may haveas good Martyrs asthe Creed; for the 
fame Authority has requir’'d our Obedience tothe 
one, that exacts our faith of the other. Nor is 
there any neceffity of Heathen or Fewifh Tribunal, 
to convert our fufferings to Martyrdom; we 
may receive that crown fromthe hands of thofe 
that own the fame faith with us. Thofe that 
fay with the moft feeming vehemence Jet the Lord 
be glerified, may yet hate and caft out theirbre-— 
thren for his name fake, Ifa. 66. 5.-: He that tells 

me I fear not God fo much ashe, may yet perfe- 
cute me for honouring the King more; and my 
Bloud pour'd out upon that account, becomes an 
acceptable Sacrifice to him, who has commanded 
my Subjection to the Higher Powers. Hewho 
calls Chrift his bead, may yet rendand tear his 
Body; and ifI love its communion fo well, as 
to take my fhare in the Maffacre, I approach to- 
waa that dignity and comfort S. P2us fo glories 


‘s me v in» < 
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in, of filling up that which 6 behind, of the'affli- 


élions of Chriff in my flefh, for hts bodies fake which . 


us the Church, Col. 1.24. He that muléts the 
more Indeliberate Oaths, may yet enjoyn a f{o- 
lemn Perjury: and if I chufe he fhould rather 
make havock of my Goods than my Confcience ; 
my Spoils become not more monuments of his 
rapine, thanmy psety;. they plead my Innocence 
before him who ws not hold him gusltle that ta- 
keth hisname in vain: and how profanely foever 
my Wealth is difpos’d by him that {eizes it, ’tis 
accounted to me as caft into the Treafury ; and fo 
"tis —— I may at once vie with the Rich-men 
in 
poor Widow too in that higher circumftance of its 
being all. In fum, the opportunities of eMar- 
tyrdom are not reftrained to thofe points wherein 
Chriftians differ from Fews or Heathens, but ex- 
tend to all wherein we Chriftians differ from our 
rule, the commands of our bleffed Mafter. If I 
fuffer for my Conftancy to any of them, I have cer- 
tainly my placein Gods Martyrology, as well as 
if I had faln under any of the ten Perfecutions. 
_ God was not fo partial to the primitive Chriftians 
as to allow them the Monopoly and enclofure 
ofthat dignity ; if theyas our elder Brethren had 
a double portion, yet there is ftill a chslds part left 
for every onc ofus, enough to teftifie our Leg?- 


timation, and fecure us from the brand of Baffar- 


dy, Heb. 12. Twas S. Pauls indefinite Affirmati- 
on, and all times fince have born witnefs to the 
trath of it; That «lf that will live gop . 

| “ , rhs? 
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~ Chrift Fefus hall fuffer Perfecution. Some un- 
' fafbsonable Vertues there have been in every Age, 
' which have whetted, if not the Swords, yet the 
' Tongues of mén; and thofe that happen not to fall 
under _ Abels perfecution, muft not hope to efcape | 
that of Ifaac: if they meet withno Cas to kill, 
they will undoubtedly with an. IZmael to mock 
them. Butin what drefs foever our Sufferings 
' appear, a good Gaufe divefts them of their frightful 
 fhape, pulls off the ugly vizard, and fhews us a 
. Beauty that lay there conceal’d.; and that not on- 
lytothe Eye of our Fasth but our Reafon too. 
Fortitude was a Vertue before Chriftianity had a 
name in the world; andthe very inftinét of our 
Nature whifpers within us, the dafenefS of being 
baffled out ofa Truth or Vertue; yet fuch a de- 
{picable Coward, is every man that wants this 
paffive Valour, without which the aé:ve muft find. 
another name;Rage or Phrenfie it may be,in fome 
perhaps natural Courage, or fanguinenefs of tem- 
per in others, but truc Valor it is not, if it knows 
not as well tofufferasto do. That mind istru- 
ly great, andonly that which ftands above the 
power ofall extrinfick violence; which keeps its 
felf'a diftinct principality independent upon the 
outward man, fo that it is not fubjected. to its 
fate, that'can be free, when the body is falt bound 
in Mifery and Iron, Jound and healthy, when that 
groans under torture, and is never more Strong 
and vital, than when that languifhes and expires ; 
and this is fo defirable, fo tranfcendent a privi- 
ledge, as reafon cannot but afpire to: and thisis 
ES { « 
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it to which this excellent Precept of Chrift ad- 
vances us when we thus /uffer for righteoufnefs fake» 
our Minds are all light, what darknefs foever in- 
volve our exteriour part, and is like Gojfhen ex- 
empt and fecure, when that falls under all the 
Plagues of 7 gypt. | : 
AND what reafon thus embraces for itfelf, 
"tis not imaginable that it fhould reject, becaufe 
_ *tis richly clad, that the Race fhould feem the 
more tedious, becaufe there is a Crown within 
view ;' or that the glorious Rewards our Chriftia- 
nity propofes to our conftancy, fhould be efteem- - 
edas Menaces and Threats, Temptations to defert 
orturn Apoftates. Nocertainly, Reafon cannot 
difpute, and make an Inference {o utterly Wogical, 
but will rather ufe itas an enforcement of its for- 
mer Gonclufion, eftablifitthe more firm and im- 
movable by having the Bafis thus enlarged, ha- 
ving Reward added to Vertue, and Happinefs en- 
tail’d on Duty. If in the competition between 
two Evils, Reafon pronounce the leffer eligible : 
Much more will fhe refolve, when the conteft is 
"twixt good and evil, the greateft Evil and the 
greateft Good ; and chufe that Excellence which 
though Superlative in itfelf, is more endear'd 
and heightned by Gompavifon. If I violate my 
Reafon, if| renounce Vertue, though bare and na- 
ked, then furely I do it yet more when fhe is thus 
accompliht and adorn’d; when beautéfied on pur- 
pofetoallure the eye, and take the beart. When 
over and above the pofitive donation of Happinels, 


fhe adds a refcue and releafe from Ms/fery, and 
3 a _ — equally” 
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| equally obliges by the diftant profpects of a Hell 
' and Heaven. So that not only the Gofpel-promi- 
fes, but even menacesand Threats become aWea- 
pon in the hand ofRea/on,when fhe {tands upon her 
guard, and fights for Vertue. If fin prefent itfelf 
as my Proteétor froma temporal Calamity, Rea- 
fon will tell me hence, that the profer is infidi- 
ous, it expofes me to that which is infinitely worfe 
than what it pretends to fave me from; and that 
| notonly in the former re{pect of Guilt, but in 
«that of Punifhment alfo. What acheat is itto 
keep me out of the Dungeon, and fend meto the 
bottomlefs Pit, to fave me from a temporary Fire, 
and thereby mark me out as Fuel for eternal 
Flames; totakeme out of thesr bands who can 
kill the Body, to put me into bw who can deftroy 
loth Soul and Body in Hell? Reafon tells mel am 
to abhor the Turpitude and foulnefs ofa Crime > 
and it tells me too, Iam to dread the eMifery and 
Smart ofitalfo. It wouldnot have me wallow 
in the mire, though it were fafe, much lefs when 
it is full of Afps and Vipers, which will infallibly | 
iting metodeath. It cries out with Fofeph, How 
foall I do this great wickednefs, and fin againft God ? 
And it cries out with Efzy too, Who can dwell with 
everlafting Fire? In a word, by the domeftick 
native light of the Candle of the Lord {et up within 
our brea/t it fhews the uglinefs of Sim; and fhews 
it too by the affrightful difmal Zlaze of thofe un- 
quenchable flames it kindles: Thus by the diffe- 
rent Arguments of terror and endearment, of love 
and fear, ofintereftandduty, Reafon ar _ 
: | corn’d, 
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{corn’d, decried, neglected Precept: Take her 
as meer Paynim ab{tracting from the expectation 
_of reward or punifhment ; or take heras a Pro/e- 
dyteto Chrift, contemplating his promifes and 
threats, if there be Hone/fy; or if there be Relzgtoz, 
in either inftance the Soul muft {till conclude, 
, that Affliction is to be chofen rather than Iniqurty. 

AN D if it be reafonable thus to re/ist even un- 
to bloud striving against fin, if Reafon blow the 
Trumpet, foundthe .Alarm to this folemn War, 
then furely it prefcribes fomething of eMartial 
difcipline to prepare and difpofe us for thofe com- 
bats. Noexpert General will bring a company 
of raw untrain’d men intothe field, but willby - 
. little bloudlefs skirmifhes inftruct them in the 
manner of the fight, teach them the ready mana- - 
sery of their Weapons; and of this fortare alk - 
thofe voluntary Self-denials, and lighter aufteri- 
ties which Chriftianity commends to us, which 
become neceffary not fimply for themfelves, but 
as inftruments towards a higherend. The Mi- 
litary fame the Romans had in the world was at- 
chi.ved by the exact difcipline of their Camps, 
enuring their Souldiers to labour and hardfhip. 

_ And, as Tacitus tellsus, whena long Peace had 
flackned the reins of difcipline, that aéfive Hu- 
mour, which was wont to be {pent on the Enemy, 
recoil’d, and flew in the face of their Comman- _ 
ders, begat nothing but Mutinies and diforders ; 
and certainly twill be'the fame in‘ our Christian 
warfare, if we abandon our felvts:to Eafe and 
Sloth, never attempt to wreftle with ee 
ul 
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but keep our felves in the pofture the [/raelites — 
Camp was in at Mofes’s defcent from the Mount, 
eating aid drinking , and vifing up to play ; our ap- 
petites will grow licentious and infolent, paift 
our cOntroule and guidarice. If we treat them 
with fuch anindulgenceas is recorded of David 
to Adoniah, never fay fomuch as why haff thou 
doné this? ’tis not to be expected but they will 
Rebel, though a Solomon fitin the Throne. For 
alas, how is it imaginable , that he who never de- 
nied himfelf any the fmallef or moft trifling plea- 
furehe hada mindto, fhall on afudden deny af 
in the grofs? he who has projected many, but never 
wav'd one Opportunity of fhewing his Wit, how 
fhall he find in his heart to become a Fool for 
Chriff ? He that has gratified his Palate with all 
that pretends to be guftful to it, how fhall he de- 
{cend tothe bread of Affliction? or he that never 
tried to mifsa Meal, how will he entertain the 
unwelcome contrariety of not knowing where to 
get one? He who has never abated any thing of 
the utmoft Pomp he could reach, howwill he — 
brook the want of neceffaries; or from his Houfe - 


| — feild with Cedar, arid painted with Vermilion , be 


content with his Szvseurs Lot, not to have where 
to lay bu head? \n Short , how fhall he who never 
could pare off any of the Excrefcencies , the meer 
Vanities and Gaietses of an eftate, part withit 2H ; 
or lay down that life for Chrifts fake, from which 
he never fubftracted one fmalleft Pleafure? Suf- 
fering is a thing to which the fenfitive part of us 


be 
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be fubdued at once, but by gentle and eafie de. 


grees; andcuftom mult have introduc’d a fecond 
nature, before that original part of our tempex 
will be fupplanted. As ’tis therefore highly rea- 
fonable for every man to afpire tothe Deminion of 
himfelf, to keep his _Afeétions within his own Po- 
wer and Command; and though he have no Intere/Z 


 at-all inthe greater, enjoya foveraignty in the 


leffer World: So in order tothat, tis as reafon- 
able to difcipline and tame them by fome volunta- 
ry Jéts of refiraint, like Hanniéal, fometimes to 
pas by that water to which hws thirfts do moft impor- 
tunately invite him. To try by little skirmifhes 
what ffrength and skill hehas, before he runs the 
fatal hasard ofa Battel. ‘To deny himfelfin the 
leffer inftances, that fo when thegreater come , 
they may not have the difadvantage of Uncouth- 
nefs and perfect Strangenefs to inhanfe their Dif- 
ficulty; and this muft certainly be acknowledp’d 
reafonable, or elfe we mult condemn almoft all 
the receiv’d Rules of humane tranfaétions , which 
generally have this for their ground-work, that — 
men mutt pafs through the firff Principles and low- 
eff Rudiments of any Art, betore they can arrive 
atitsheight. Men ferve Apprentifhips to Trades, 
andthink not themfelves the firft day Majfers of » 
their craft ; we advance in Learning by leifurable 
and flow /feps, and skip not from the 4 BC tothe - 
Metaphyficks + And certainly the skill of Chrift- - 
an fuffering is not the eafieft of all Trades or Sct- ° 
ences; but will require fome time of Initiation, | 
many repeated Trials and Effays to bring us into - 
; : an ‘ 
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an acquaintance with it: Toconvince our Under- 


" flandings, and perfwade. our Wills; that to lofe our 


lives us to fave them; and to. be faithful unto the 
death, is the beft way to gain a Grown of life. 

IF Ifhould now proceed to every other Pre- 
cept of Chrift, and examine it by the Rules of fo- 


ber Difcourfe , we fhould infallibly find them fo 
_ rational as befits the Laws of him who is the eter- 
_ nal Reafon; but having made thefe Effays in fome™ 
— of the moft oppos’d Inftances , I fhall prefume 

~ thefe may pafs as the Reprefentatives of all the 


reft; andthe acquittal thefe have receiv'd at the 


Tribunal of Reafon virtually involve them all. 


AND new fince both Confcience and Reafon 


have pronounc’d the fame of Chrifts Laws, that 


Pilate did of his Perfon, that they find in them no 


| fault at all; methinks Judges fhould have the 


fame priviledge that is allowed to private Men, 
that 22 the mouth of two every word may be eftablifot : 
But if any man be fo {crupulous as not to reft in 
the fentence of Jef than a Triumvirate, ler him 
in Gods name bring ina Third , and when his vici- 
ous Appetites ( which were before excepted to as 
nee are fetafide, he cannot be diftracted in 

is Chotce , there being but One more that can 


- poffibly be call’d in, and that is Experience, 


which being a Fudge that himfelf muft create , hé 
can not fear it fhould be prejudic’d againft him; 
fo that he may entertain full confidence of its In- 
tegrity: And no lefsmay he do of its Ability, this 
being the moft infallible of humane determinati- 
Ons, fuch as often —— the error of Speculati- 
12 on 
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on; andfhewsusthe vanity of concluding what i: 
practicable in matter trom being demonftrated 41 
the Scheme or Diagram; The guidance of an 2%. 
ter.ste Traveller in the way thathe has gone, be- 
ing far more ufeful to a Stranger in hisjourney, 
than the beft Maps and moft exact Defcriptions 
of Geographers. But then it muft beindeed Ex- 
ersence , and not only fome flight and tranfiene 
_Effay. We call not him an experienc’d Phyfician 
that has had one Patient, or a Lawyer that has 
pleaded one Gaufe. LExcpevience isthe daughter of 
Time, and is made up of many fucceffive Trials , as 
a Habit is of multiplied Aits : Andto the Verdiét 
of fuch an Experience Chrifts Precepts will not 
fear to fland; let aman put himfelf into a fetled 
courfe of Obedience to them, abftain fo long from 
all prohibited Commiffions , as may wear. out the 
_ ranke Taffe wherewith his Palate has been feafon’d 
and leave it free and difengag’d, and then infalli- 
bly he wij] find fuch a favour and fweetne(s in thofe 
vertues, that he will wonder how he came to be 
cheated into an opinion of their being bitter and un- - 
Savory; and will have no appetite to return to hy ° 
Onions and hw Garlick, after he has thus been fed } 
with Quzilesand Manna. That this willbe the ' 
event of this experiment there is all ground of cer- ‘ 
tainty, and when the trial] is once made, foirre- ' 
fragable an evidence will follow, that it willnot ' 
leave 2 man the power to doubt : Only in the ite- 
rim fo much beltef is requifite, as may let himin- ° 
tothe demonftration, make him fet to that Pra- 
_ tice from whence he isto reap all sh%: And if § 
is _ any 
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any man be fo mucha Sceptick, as not to have 
faith enough to put him on the adventure,| fhould 
at once for his conviétion and punifhbment, with but 
that he might a while extend the fame diftruf to 
Affairs of common life: Let him doubt whether 
his meat be favory, and refufe toeat ; whether his 
cloaths be warm,and fo go naked ; whether his houfe 
be firm, and /ye without doors ; and when he has a 
while thus {marted under his own dsfcipline, let 
him but apply the wi/dom he has thus bought to 
the prefent znffance, and it will unqueftionably re- 
folve his feruple ; or if he be {till too Impatient to 
attend the ripening of his own Experience, let 
him make ufe of other mens. Let him appeal to 
any who has inur’d his neck to Chrifts yoke, and 
ask himwhether it be galling and pinching, or 
whether it be not eafie, nay gracious. Let him 
ask one who by repeated reftraints hath fubdued 
and tamed his natural rage ox pride , how he likes 
the change , and undoubtedly he will tell 
him, ’tis nolefs Aapty than a calm is after the 
noife and danger of a violent Tempeff , or the eafe 
ofa broken Impofthume, after the painful gather- 


a 


ing and filling of it. Let himask one who has 


_divefted himfelf of all his fenfual fins, whether by 


their zbfence he now difcern not their neceffity,and 
he will tell them , ’tis but the fame the primitive 
Chriffians had of thofe Bea/ts skins wherein their 


' perfecutors had clad them , whofe only ufe was by 


deforming to fit them for devouring. Let him 


come to theconverted Mamimonifi, andask hin, 


which he finds the better Treafury, his orn Coffer 
a He Ox 
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or the poor mans Bowels, and he will be able to 





affure him , he is become much richer by having ; 


bein ffore. Let him cometo the devout 4/cetzck, 
and ask him what taffe he finds in Daniels unplea- 
fant bread,Dan.10.3. and he will tell him nfinite- 
ly move than ever he did in Dives’s delicious fare ; 
that cloy’dand furfeited the flea, this nourifhes 
and fupports the fpirit.- Nay finally, let him 
come to him that is actually fuffering for righteouf- 
ne(S fake, and he will exemplifie to him the Bea- 
titude which Chrift has pronounc’d of fuch : Let 
him vifit Paul and Silas in the prifon , and he fha]] 
hear them finging ; Peter and the other Apostles 
after their ffripes and beating, and he fhall find 
them rejoycing; And Stephen amidft the Throng 
of his murderers and Tempeft of their sfones, and 
he fhall obferve him overlooking them all, and 
entertaining himfelf with a more pleafant profpeé?, 


fecing the Heavens open’d and Fefus Standing at the ©». 


right hand of God; and why fhould not other 
mens fucceflés animate our endeavours here? In 


temporal affairs it feldom miffes todo it. The . ie 


Trophies of eWfliltiades at eMarathon difturb'd 
Themistocles his fleeps, till he had rais’d unto him- 
{elf and Countrey more glorious ones at Sala- 
mine; Caefar while he views Alexanders Image up- 
braids his own flacknefs with the memory of his 
conqueits , and infpirits himfelf to great at- 
tempts. He that returns witha rich frazght irom 
a new-found-Land encourages others to Trade thr- 
ther alfo: Nay, evenabegger f{peeds not well at 
an Hofpitable door, but he is able to fend fhules up- 
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on the like hopes: Much lefs does he that has 
found a treafure need to ufe his Oratory to invite 
partakers; and why then fhould thofe few that 
have made this more precious. dz/covery be fore’d 
to monopolize it, as not being able to draw in part- 
ners? yet God knows, thus it is, thofe that hear 
of no rarity but they long for it, as David after 
the waters of Bethlehem, can yet hear the fame 
David cry out, how fweet the oe is! and yer 
have no curiofity to tafte it : Thofe whom the 
very name of Liberty fo captivates, that they fa- _ 
crifice all that is really valuable tothat Chimera; . 

can hear the ,Apoftle {peak of the glorious liberty of 
the fons of Ge“, and yet like hardened Gally-flaves 
defpife the Manumiffion. Thofe that hunt after 
pleafures till the very purfuzt become an unfup- 
portable pain, canbe told of thofe rivers of plea- 
fures wherewith God offers to quench their thirft, 
and yet inflict on themfelves the rich mans tor- 
ment, and deny fo much asto dsp the tip.of their 
finger toward the cooling their own flames. Good 
God! what f{trange infatuation is this, that while 
there is fo much of victous envy in the world,there 
fhould be nothing of vertuous emulation? That 
mens heat and vigour fhould all {pend itfelf in’ 
childifh purfuits, and leave them thus cold and 
ftupid to their greatand feriows concernments ? 
And what remains to him that .ponders this Epi- 
demick folly, but to breath out Mo/fes’s With ; 
O that men were wife; orif that be too hopelefsa 
vote, O that men were not fo deftruétively fooli(h s 
that their rafhnefs and Error might be confin’d ta 
H 4 their 
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their lowex interefts: And as fools are treated, 
be kept from dealing in things of confequence; that 
they would not govern their Souls by fuch an ab- 
furd kind of managery, as they will not truft with 





the meaneft of their outward concerns. And if ~ 


this might but be obtain’d, if this fatal Ofcitancy 
which has benumm’d and frozen them were but 
caft off, they would then from the report of the 
good Land be animated to their journey; and rather 
‘chufe to make the concurrent Teftimonies of 
other arguments to encourage them, than leave 
them as Hand-writings to appeal, or Witnefles 
tocondemnthem. And he that fhall thus borrow 
other mens expertence with this defign of copying 
st out, and lays it as a foundation for his own, 
thereby poffeffés himfelf of one of the greateft 
_ advantages of the communion of Saints; kindles 
himfelf at their fire till he grows bright and high 


as it; combines his flawe with theirs, and fo 


encreafesthe Ardors of them both; follows Ex- _ 


ample till himfelf grows exemplary, and inone 
Act receives and gives. But he that thus fets out, 
muf{t remember, that it is more than the Journey 
of one day he has to go;he muft not think(as I faid 
before) that every little fuperficeal attempt is that . 
Experience which he is in queft of: He that thus 
phanfies will be expos’dto avery dangerous de- 
ceit, fortis fure there is in all babzts fuch a force, 
that they are not to be difpoffeft but by a contra- 
ry violence, and therefore he that has been under 
the power of any vicious cu/fom, enters at firtt in- 
toaftate of hofility, has fucha tough ofpofition, 
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as rather finds him Work than Pleafure: Now if 
he fhall upon this firft Effay pronounce, he is 
like to pafsa very unjuft fentence : Let him fight 
ona while till he have got fome ground, and then 
though the War afforded him /:tt/e pleafure, the 
Victory will yield him much. Every repeated 
| defeat he gives his Adverfary will be a new tri- 
umph to him, and what the Roman courted as fo 
great a Dignity he may every day epoy. But 
then as he advances farther to the completing of 
| his wséforses, fo he does of his Pleafures too: 
when his irregular 2ppetites arefo fubdued, that 
' they rarely make tnfurreétion, this isfuch a ftate 
| of tranquility as gives him leifure to difcern, and | 
| enjoy the delights ef Chriftian vertue, and will 
' teach him toreproach the higheft Panegyrick he 
| ever heard of it as latand imperfect: fo infinite- 
ly will he find it exceed the utmoft defcription, 
that he will fay with the Queen of Sheba, the one 
| half was not toldhim, This is the rich prize which 
_ they fhall obtain that run the race, but it is not 
awarded to the fir ffep; and henceit is fo many 
fail of it, that when they find the uneafinefs 
which attends the breaking off a cuffom ; this is 
fuch a Gyant, a fonof Anak, as turns them back 
difcourap’d from the Canaan théy went to view. — 
But alas this difcovers how {mall a {tock of Refo- 
lution they carried out with them; for where 
' men fet out with heart and appetite , “tis not fuch 
» little difficulties that will difmay them: if itbe — 
but their /ports they are engag’d in, it ferves to — 
deceive the fenfe of many uneafinefles, nay often 
dangers; 


ta a a a ce 
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dangers » he that is but in chafe of a filly Hare is 
fo keen upon it, that he feels not the wearinefs 
of awholedays motion, andif he meet with 2 
_ hedge inhis way will rather leap it with hazard, 
than be diverted from his Game. But’tis fure in 
their fins they fuffer far greater hardfhips without 
difcouragement. The puny drunkard is not dif- 
heartned by the firffqualm, but repeats his ex- 
ceffes tillhe have overcome his queajfimefs. The 
cait Litigant fits not down with one erofS verdidty © 
but recommences his fuzt, paffes it through all 
Courts, and confiders. not his own pais, fo he 
may cither weary or force the other out of his 
right. The Unclean perfon falls not out with his. 
fin, how fadly foever it hath macerated him, but 
fteps out of the hot-houfe into the Stews ; and shall 
‘men be fo indefatigable in their purfuits of Infel- 
city, buy one Torment with another, and drive 
on the year in acircle of fuch woful Traffick, and 
fhall vertue and pleafure be thought not worth the 
{malleft Jabour ? Can they keep themfelves in a 
perpetual contention with their eafe, their reafon, 
and their God; and can they not endure a fhore 
combate with a finful cuffom? which if it have fome 
uneafine(S, yet "tis both infinitely fhort of what 
they have fuffered in the contrary compliance, 
and befides carries its remedy in itshand: For if 
the Difficulty arife only (as doubtlefs it does) 
from the confirm’dnefs of the Habit, every Act 
of refiftance, as it weakens the Habit, fo it abates 
the Difficulty. It is therefore a moft unreafon- 
able inference , from the trouble of the firft oppoli- 
: rian, 
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a 
tion, to conclude she Impoffibility of the future ; 
for if the firff were but troublefome and not im- 
poffible , the fecond will have: yet lefs of the 
trouble , and fobe yet farther remov'd from im- 
poffibility, and the third than the fecond, and fo 
on till the difficulty vanifh and difappear. And 
ifmen would but affume fuch a moderate courage, 
as but to keep the field , and not to run away upon 
the firft gun-fhot , they would foon find how im- 
potent Afazilants they had to deal with, whocan 
never fubdue any man by ffrength, who is not firft 
FE mafculated by his own fears. Let us therefore 
to fhun. the reproach of fo difhonorable a Defeat, 
awake and roufe our felves, put usin a poffure of 
defence: ‘And Satan, who is as cowardly as any 
thing in the world but we, will as St. Fames af- 
fures us, flyfromus. Let usupbraid our felves 
with our unfeafonable hardinefs and refolution in 
our impieties, till we have chang’d the fcene, 
grow impatient of thofe fervile drudgeries , and 
ambitious of thefe honourable adventures. And to 
animate us the more , let us fix our eyes upon the 
glorious prize of the viétory; and that not only 
the final and eternal in future Glory ; but that 
Intermediate which offers it felf as the earneft of 
That , the calm and pleafure of a conquering pie- 
ty. The Roman ftory tellsus, that the Flavia- 
nifts had fo poffeft their minds with the fpoils of 
Vienna, that they grew infenfible of all dangers in 
the way to it, and even forc’t their General Anto- 
#0 to put them upon thofe hazards , which his 


wUer condudt would have declin’d. And why 


should 
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fhould not our more worthy Hopes excite as great 
an earneftnefs ? why fhould not we have as great 
an Appetite to the pillaging of Satans Camp, 
plundring that infernal Magazin of all its En- 
gins both of Mine, and battery, its ftores of arms 
and Ammunition , leaving him naked and de- 
fencelefs, unable to make any impreffion upon 
us? and this he certainly does, who bya {teddy 
prattice of vertue, comes to difcern the contem- 
ptiblenefs of thofe baits wherewith heallures us. 
He that feeks only the praife of God , looks upon 
- the applaufe of men asa blaft of Air, which pofii- 
bly may demolifh and deftroy a glorious buslding, 
but cannot give foundation or materials to it; and 
therefore will not feek for, or folicit its unhap- 
_ py courtfhips. He who defires to be great only 
an the Kingdom of heaven, laughs at the bufic 


Afpirings to fecubar greatnefs, and wonders at the 


force of that enchantment , which engages men 

with fo extreme toil, to climb a tottering pin- 
nace, wheie the f{tanding is uneafie, and the fall 
deadly. He that covets to bersch towards God, 
and has inurd his eyes to that devine Splendor 
which refults from the beauty of holinefs, is not 


dazled with the glittering fhine of Gold : confiders 


it as'a vein of the fame earth hetreads on, and 


defpifes that abfurd partiality whereof the Pro- 
phet accufes Idolaters , toemploy one part to the 
meaneft ufes, and falldown totheother. Ina 
word, he that looks on the eternal things that are 
not feer, will through thofe Opticks exactly dif- 
cern the vanity, and inconfiderablenefS of all that is 
Sarre ac eal Od 7) 
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vifible and sap Saget and fo will be equally un- 
moved with the terrors or allurements of the 
world, and neither frighted nor flatter’d out of 
his duty. And he that is thus fortified difcou- 
rages and weaties out his Tempter, deprives him 
not only of weapons but of heart too, and drives 
even Satan himfelf to defperation ; and when the 
Enemy is thus beat out of the field, there remains 
nothing but to enjoy the vséfory. When that 
veluétance and vefiftance of the corrupt Appetite is 
fo weakned and fubdued, that a manacts with 
freedom, he acts with pleafure too. A heart 
thus fet at liberty, alacrioufly runs the ways of Gods 
commandments : it faring with it as with a Pa- 
tient that is prefcrib'd exercife for health; who at 
firft perhaps finds laffitude and trouble init : but 
when the obffruétions are remov’d, and nature dif- 
burthened of thofe noxious humors that encum- 
bred her, that which was at firft his task, be- 
comes his recreation. For we arenot to think, 
that it is any snuate harfhnefs in piety that renders 
the firft effays of it unpleafant ; that is owing on- 
ly to the indifpoffedne(s of our own Hearts. We 
are in the Prophets phrafe bullocks unaccuffomed to 
the yoke; and if we be galled and fretted by it, 
tis becaufe of our impatient ftrivings, and irre- 
gular motions under it, the yoke is really no hea- 

_ vier than it is afterwards, when it is more tamely 
born: and yet the Eafe is very different and un- 
equal. And this teaches usa fhort way tothat 
felicity we now fpeak of, towit, That we com- 
pofe our felves to fucha fubmifs and malleable 
| | 7 temper 
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temper, that Chrift may come only to govern 
us as fheep, not to be put totameus as Tigers. 
Let us withdraw all fupplies from our Jufs, and 
not by any fecret referved affection give them 


_ Clancular aids to maintain their Rebedion, and 


then they will not be able long to make any v- 
gorous oppofition, nor confequently much to di- 
_ fturb the tranquillity of thofe who have thus re- 
fign’d themfelves to the government of the 


Prince of Peace: and if this cannot be done in — 


fuch an inftant , but that there will be fome 
previous difplacencies, and uneafie {truglings,yet 
even thofe like the Scorpion , carry Antidote 
again{t their own ffings, when ’tis confider’d,that 
they are but the pangs of the new-birth , they will 
become very fupportable by the expectation of 


that Joy to which they tend. An enflaved people _ 


think themfelves fairly advanc’d to happinefs, if 
they can get but to make head againft their op- 
preflors , though they muft expect many fore 
confiscts and fharp engagements before they become 
Viétors : and certainly ’tis matter of ineftimable 
joy tohim, who has been under that fad piritual 
flavery, tobe fet thus upon even terms, with his 
{word in his hand againft thofe,who once had him 


in fuch vaffalage, that he durft not lift up a - 


thought againft them; but efpecially when ‘tis 
remembred with what invincible aids he is backt, 
fuch as will afcertain him of viéfory, if he do not 
treacheroufly defeat himfelf. -And furely he muft 
be of a itrange phlegmatick temper » whom, all 
thee confiderations will not enliven , convey in- 

. | | oe 


. mi a 
Tet 3 eA Se Ge ae ce ae 


ue ae ee 


Baie Cpe Sa a RS 


Hi Ses 
ne OY Oy SE oe, EE o> 


Sn a 
ee 


a Uy 


ee ee we 


Cap. 5. from Carnal Confiderations. Ils 
Onn 


to him fo much fpirit as to make an attempt, 
and engage him to-do that upon fo preffing, fo 
great a concern which meer curiofity prompts 
men daily to in commonaffairs. And he that is 
not moulded of this coldand ftubborn clay, he 
that has not loft one of the elements of mans com- 
pofition, and has but a/park of fire in his temper, 
will furely have fome warmth towards this fo in- 
viting an experiment : and when he has once — 
made it, I doubt not, it will then joyn with the © 
fuffrages both of reafon and confcience in ap- 
probation of Chris Laws , and will with Solomon 
pronounce of this fpiritual wifdom , her ways are 
ways of pleafantne(s,- and all her paths are peace, 
Prov. 3.17. | | . a 
AND now it muft be a ftrange Violence of 
impiety , that muft break this threefold cord, that 
fhall difannul the joint fentence of all that are 
competent Fudges in this matter. This is not 
the ftrength of Samfon that brake withs and cords , 
but of the Legion that pull’d im pieces fet- 
ters and chains; and though too many men 
make it their own work; yet certainly *tisonly — 
the. Devils Intereff : he afpires to the rule and 
‘leona of us; and tothatend nothing can 
e more contributive, than thefe prejudices we 
take up againft Chrifts conduct. A Soul like 
a Nation, canneither bear two Legiflators, nor 
be without one: And Sw¢an having but that fin- 
pe competitor , our quarrelling with Chrifts . 
aws, is virtually an embracing of his. When 
we fend Chri that rebellious meflage , Nolumus 
tre 
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| hunc regnave, we {ay tothe other asthe Trees to 
the Bramble, Judg. 9.14. come thou and reign over 
us. Andto this defiance of the one, and invita- 
tion of his oppofite, he very neatly approaches, 
that thus defames Chrifts commands 4s irratio- 
nal or fevere. The traducing of a government 
being, we know, the immediate praludium to the 
cafting it off; Jideling the forlorn hope.-to rebel-. 
lion. But would God, men would foberly weigh 
whither fuch a mutinous humor tends; and when 
our outward Condztion has given us fo many preg- 
- nantandcoftly Proofs of its ruinous effects, take 
caution that it make not the like wrack within 
us : that we do not madly exchange Chrifts gentle 
fervice,and glorious Rewards , for Satans cruel bon- 
dage,and cruellersWages : the golden chains of the 
one which do more adorn than tie us, for the'lvon, 
— the Adamantine links of the other, which bind 
us till they deliver us ovér to thofe Chains of 
darkne{s , where our captivity fhall be irreverfible. 
Ifthis fo reafonable, fo neceffary a care may be 
admitted; ’twill certainly confute the profane 
Sophiftry of ourage, filence our impious Cavils 
and inftead of providing us of the colour of an 
auftere Maffer to excufe our floth, will engage 
us to that diligence that fhall fuperfede the ufe 
of fuch /bifts, and then we may hope to fee Ghri- 
flianity have a Refurfeétion-day again, aflume a 
Body fomewhat of folidity and fubftance; which 
now wanders about likéa ghoft or fpeétre, afoade 
or vanifhing apparition, which leaves no foot{teps 


behind it: and to the re-union, O let us all emu- — 
| a loufly | 
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loufly contribute, take up every one of us his 
dry Bones, and bring them tothe Prophet, or ra- 
ther to Him who f{pake by that Prophet, to breath 
upon them, till at laft they be cemented and in- 
{pirited in active Duty, to flew forth the Praises 
of that God who hath call’d ws out of darkne{s into 

his marvellous light, 1 Pet. 2.9. . | | 
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CHAP. VI. 


A Survey of the eMifchiefs avifing from Partial 
Obedience. - 


& NOTHER fort of prepofterons Con: . 
fiderers there are, by whom the power and 

B force of Chriftianity is no Iefs obftructed: _ 

and thofe are they that contrive not how they 
may moft comply with it, but how they may beft 
bend it to comport with them. That rebate its edge; 
or turn it only againft fuch of their corruptions 
as they have leaft kindnefs for. That weigh the 
Precepts with no other defign but that oftaking | 
the Aghtef: thofe to whichtheir conftitutions © 
or other circumftances carry leaft Pima: aoered F 
and come unte the Gofpel not as to a law, but toa 
Market; cheapen what they beft like, and leave 
the reft for other cuftomers. a os 

THAT thius it is with many, needs no other 
proof shan the variety vifible in the lives of feve- 
ral profeffors. One man behayes himfelf me- 
7 ‘3 J 3s deftly, 
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destly, and tells you his religion commands him 
humility; yet at the fame time tranferefles the as 
ftrict precept of Juftice, and will defraud him he 
bows to. Onthe contrary another is Juft,but In- 
folent, and though his Sentence do not bend, 
expects his Clzents fhould. That man owns the 
purity of hisreligion in vsfiting the fatherlefS and 
widows, yet difclaims it again, by not keeping 
himfelf unfpotted of the world. This perfon is 
Abftemious, but UlncharitabJe, will drink no 
wine, but thirfts for dloud. He prays much, yet 
curfes more ; whileft he is meek, but indevout. 
Now while the Rule is one andthe fame, how 
fhould it come, that mens Practices fhould fo 
- -vary,were it not for the unequal Application: did 
they take itintire, though there might be diffe- ‘ 
rence inthe degrees, yet fure notin the kinds of | 
their Vertues, and as men would not differ fo 
from one another, fo neither would they from | 
themfelves ; there would be then no fuch thing as — 
a charitable Drunkard, a devout Oppreflor, achasé . 
Mifer; Monffers engendred by this unnatural 
commixture of light with davknefs; but Piety - 
would be uniform and extenfive, and bring into : 
captivity every thought unto the obedtence of Chriff, 
2CGor.10.§. Andtillitbethus, Ghriftzantycan : 
never be thought to have atchiev'dany partofits . 
defion, which was not aim’d againft any one fin- | 
gle limb, but againit the whole body of fin. Alas! , 
‘tis not the lopping off one of the remote mem- . 
bers, that will render the remaining ones any . 
whit the lefs vital; the having a part lefs toani- . 
/ “3 : mate, 
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mate, will rather ferve to concénter the fpirits, 
and make them more active inthe ref{t: as we 
{ee the pruning of Trees, makes them more pio- 
lifick. And this effect is_ very obvious among — 
men: he who has no general diflike tovice, ifhe 
repudiate one, “tis commonly that: he may cleave 
clofer to anothers and what he defaulks from fome 
dry, infipid fin, is but to makeup a Benjamin's 
Mefs for fome other more guftful. Ifthe Wan- 
ton be fober, ’tis odds he thinks excefS a Rival to 
his duff; if the Proud man be /sderal, ’tis becaufe 
covetoufnefs is inglorious; fuch unevennefles are 
caus’d not by an unkindnefs to any Sin (unlefs pof- 
fibly that averfion which natural conftitution 
raifes in fome ) but by a partzality to one or more 
favourite-Vices, for whofe better accommodztion, 
and fecurer reign, not only Vertue; but other 
Vices alfomuft give place. | | 
AND this’tis muchto be fear’d will upena 
true account, be found to be the /um of many 
mens piety, fomething they think they muft 
pay tothe importunity of their Religions which 
upbraids them fo loudly, that they are willing to 
ftop ets mouth, but yet would do it withas much 
frugality, and good managery as may be, and fo 
confider what ’tis they can beft fpare; what re- 
fufe Sin which brings them in little of fatisfacti- 
on,and is perhaps in competition with fome other 
more agreeable: and th they can be content to . 
devote to the flaughter, {et it to receive all the 
impreffions of the fword of the fpirit ; and fo ufc it 
as a buckler to their darling lufts,to ward off thofe 
—_ ~ 2 blows 
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blows which muft elfe fall heavy on them ; but 
alas! this is not to obey, but to delude : to ranfom 
-agreater Sin with a lefs, and to tranfcribe in this 
matter the Counfel of Caiphas: to let one die for 
the people, that the whole nation perifh not, To 
make one forlorn guilt a Patriot to the reft, 
whileft in the tempeft which threatned a general 
fhipwrack, the prectous wares are preferv'd, by 
throwing the /eS valuable over-board. 


AND truly that is commonly the event; men 
are fo jolly and triumphant when they have worft-, 


eda trivial inconfiderable fin, as if they had de- 


feated the whole army: this poor defpicable fpoit 


is fet up as their Trophy,and mutt, they think, wit- 


' nefs for them both to God and man, that they are . 


good fouldiers of Fefus Chri: they can, like Saul, 


with full confidence. meet the Prophet, and tell 


him they have fulfilled the Commandment. of the 
Lord, 2 Sam. 15. 13. though Agag and the beft 
cattle, the reigning and fatteft fins be fpar’d: and 


while they are thus fecure,their fins will-certain- | 


ly be fo alfo, have no difturbance or difquiet from 
them, but lic at Eafe and reft, feedilike Canibals 
upon their own kind, be nourifht by the car- 


kafles of thofe unlucky vices, on whom the ex- - 


terminating lot hapned to fall; and by that 
means grow toa prodigious bulk and corpulency. 
And upon thefe terms Sztan himfelf will allow us 
to mortifie fome fins, nay will himfelf caf the firft 
- ffone at them: and like a rooking gamefter purpofe- 
ly lofe thefe petty fakes, that he may i step 
{weep the board. . : 
4 FOR 
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F OR if men fhould give themfelves up uni- 
verfally to ali forts of Ill, ifthey fhould fet them- 
felves in a total oppofition to all the documents — 
of their prefeffion, he would lofe one of his moft 


: -ufeful-exgins ; therecould beno fuch thing asa 


falfe delufive hope: they might poffibly by ob- 
ftinacy barden, or by diverfion gag Confcience, 
but they could not bribe and corrupt it, make it. 
fit down well pleas’d and fatisfied with itfelf. 
For when the threats again{t difobedience fhall 
occur to the mind of one who has in allinftances’ 
difobey’d, ’tis impoffible he fhould’ find any 
falve, any way of Evading the Threats,they make 
fo direétly at him: but he who can alledge for. — 
himfelf that he obeys zn fome things, confronts 
that to all Objections, and refolves he is not: 
inthe bff of the difobedient: One or two fuch 
comfortable inftances are’'as mighty, as God — 
promis’d the Ifraelites fhould be, Deut. 32. 30. 


one able tochafe athoufand, and twoto puttenthoue 


fand to flight; all fears and mifgiving thoughts’ 
are diffipated and fled before them: and as once 
the French King in his return to the numerous | 
{welling titles of the Spaniard, thought the bare 
repetition of France, France, France, was a full 
ballancetothemall; fo when whole files of great. 
and fcandalous Crimes prefent themfelves, one 
finghe vertueis thought a fufficient counterpoijze. - 
He whofe Confcience upbraids him with all 
Profanenefs towards Ged, and Infobriety to--— 
wards bimfelf: yet if he can but anfwer, that he is" 
jut te bss neighbour; he thinks he has qust fcores, 
. ae : ] 3 2 and 
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and fears no farther reckonings: he who is im- 
merft inalithe fi/thinefs both of flesh and fpirit >” 
has abandon’d his Mind to pride and envy, his Bo- 
dy to lu/t and intemperance ; and fo facrificed both 
thofe to Devils: yet ifhecaft but fome grains of 
his e{tate upon the Altar; devote any fmall pare 
ofthat to God, forthe ufes of Pzety or. Charity ; 
he concludes that Incenfe will fend up a Cloud 
thick enough to obfcure the other from the Eyes 
of Divine juftice, and yield fo {weet a favour, 
as will perfume him in fpight ofall that Noifom- . 
nefs: fo extending oid Tobits words beyond his 
meaning, that alins, though alone, delivereth frone 
death, and cleanfeth from all fin. He who is deep 
in facriledge and rebellion, that can daringly {wal- 
- lowrepeated deliberate perjuries 5° yet if he can 
get but the demure tendernefs, to fear a fudden 
. oathy he.is Ghymzft enough to extract a confidence 
out of that fear, and prefumes that formal Civi-.- _ 
— lityto Gods name, fhall expiate all the real Vir . | 
- Qlations and Contempts of him: ‘and while men 
make fuch ufe of their partial peecemeatl cbedi- 
ence, it can never be the Devils intereft to.difturb - 
them zm it, toawake them out of their pleafant 
dream, or to exact of them.to depofite thofe 
poor unfionificant remains of their Chriftianity, 
which ferve only to make them more Supine, not 
more Sufe. _ - - 


N AY indeed his affairs are fo ftated, that to. 

fome he can and does, and without.danger allow 
a yet far greater indulgence; he can permit them 
to bid much fairer than this for Heaven, and 
| | | yet 
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yet knows the purpofe is far from being made 3. 
he can fee them cafhier ‘not fome one fingle fin, 
but whole troops together, and yet not fear the 
finking ofhis Caufe: He can truft them fo far, 
that as the young manin the Gofpel, they may be 
pronounc’d, Not far from the Kingdom of God: 
yet as Jong as thereis but ove unmortified Luft, . 
that can fendthem away fad from Chri, his te- 


- nurcis firmenough. Herod may hear Fohn Bap-' 


tiff gladly, nay do many things upon it, yet let 
him but keep Herodias, and fhe will foon be able 
to fecure both her felfand Satan againft the dan- 
' ger of that Competition. This is indeed his 
' main advantage, that he can hold faft by the 
fmalleft thread; and whereas to our blifs a confpi- 
ration and union of all Vertues is required; our 
ruine can {pring from any one folitary,Crime: . 
many rounds make that]_adder wherewith we muft 
{cale Heaven: whereas one ffep ferves to precipi- ~ 
tate us into the diffe; fo fadly verifying the Po- 
etical Axiome, Facilts defcenfus Avernt. In fum, 


while there 1S but any one fingle fin indulg’d ee. : 


that is the Devils tedder; and though it fhould’— 
be imagin’d fo loofe,as to give men {cope to range © 
over all other forts of Vertucs, to tafte the {weet 
and feed liberally onthem,; yet {till the deaf is 
in the power of him who has fixt the line, not 
only tobe finally led away to flaughter, but alfo 
. tohave the length fhortned, and be either put out 
Of the reach, or quite removed from the view of 
| thofe pleafant paftures. 
| FOR though the es rais’'d by fuch an un- 


uniform 
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‘uniform piety is in many foexactly apportioned 
to Satans intereft, that he has no caufe to wifh 
' the change of his tenure ;. yet where the circum- 
{tances are fuch, as will make it ufeful, he can 
eafily twift his thred intoa Cable.When he thinks 
one Monarch Luft too mild a regiment, he can 
fet up an Athentan Tyranny, or which is yet 
~worfe, let in the whole populacy of Sin upon the 
Soul,which like the Zgyptian Locujts fhall over- 


run and devour it, not leave any green ing on 


the ground, and that thisisin his power we haye 
too much reafonto conclude. Heis,we know, a 
cunning fopsiffer, and if he has abus‘d us fo far 
-as to impofe one fin upon us, he may thence very 
recularly deduce many more} as one falfe Pre- 
mife admitted, may be improved into thoufands 


of falfe Conclufions, Indzed fuppofing a man 


‘refolute to adhere to one fin, he may with very 


good Logick perf{wade him to.multitudes of | 


others. There are but two Objections ufually 
made to any Temptation ; cither the offence, or 


the danger; and thefe are ufually objectable to - 


one fin as well as to another ; fo that this dslemme 
readily offers itfelf: Ejither'it is reafonable to 
buy a pleafure at that price, or it is not: If it 
be, then contrive that the crime be pleafant, and 


that brings its d:/penfation with it: Ifit be not, . 
then why doeft thou live in this one fin in de-. 


{pight of both guiltand punifhment ? The Jeter 
part of theDilemma’tis no part of Satans bufinefs 
to prefs; but the former he has too much advan- 
tage of purfuing fuccefsfully; if he can but drefs 


UP 
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up a temptation to look invitingly,the bufinefs is 


done. Soridiculousa thing is‘an uneven Piety, - — 


that it even laughs itfelf out.of countenance, and _ 
wants only temptation to become umform Vice. 


How abfurdly looks it,to feea man run away with 


Fofepb from the embraces.of his Msffrefs, and yet 
with fullas great a {peed accompany Gehazéin — 


the purfuit of a rite; and how obvious is itto 


conclude that the former affault was improfpe- 

~ rous,only becaufe not manag’d with the right wea- 
por’; that he might have been Asr’d,that would not. 

; bewoed ? What a mockery is it fora mantobe | 

zealous for God, and rebellzous againit hs King ? As 


in the reverfe, for a man to be true to bu King,and 


a rebel to bts God ? And-who can but think,that had 
either of the averted Crimes been cookt to their 
Palats they might have chang’d Me/ffes.Indeed ’tis 
not imaginable by what rules of difcourfe, he 
that embraces one fin fhould reject another: if it. 
be done only upon phancy and bumeur,as the repul ft 
vice will have reafon to complain of great partia- 
lity, when as bad as itfelf is reeciv’d andi che- 
rifh’d; foit points out a way to attacque. him 
more. ptofperoufly: let it fhape itfelf to the 
phancy, and fure Satan, who can transform him- - 
felf to an Angel of light, can {oon work: that eafie 
change: let the younger Brother get.on the cloaths 
of the favourite Bou, transform. itfelf into 
the fhape and intereft of the darling fin, and 
it need not. doubt of a free admsffion.. - But all 
this while to pretend confcience for fuch an ab/ti- 
pence, is ofall other pleas the moft: abfurd.; = 

: ‘'- « _ why 


b -82 


126 Mifchiefs avifng’ ——- Qdap.6. 
; ‘ 
why fhould he {cruple at one, that abandons him- 


{elt toanother ? AsS. Fames argues concerning . 


the guilt, fo may we for the 2é of Sin: He that 
faid, do not commit adultery, {aid alfo, do not kill ; 
and ’tis abufive mockery, the Souldiers Ave Rex, 
to bow to his authority in the one, and refift it in 
the other. Thus unhappy is the eafe of him-who 
entertains one fin, his enclofure is broken down, 
_ andhe’sacommon forall: he is left deftitute of 


areply toany temptation, and like a ba/-ful per- 


fon, willbein danger of yielding, becaufe he is 
afham’d to deny: and this 1 doubt not, many have 
found experimentally true; fome fins have been 
committed not fo much upon the force ‘of incli- 
nation, as to be confentaneous to themfelves, to 
filence the upbraidings of their underftandings 
for acting fo uncvenly, it being impoffible to give 
a reafonable account, why ¢#hy and not that, or 
that; for when by one bold wilful fin a man enter'd 
into a State of hoftility with God, ’tis not a tender- 
nefsin all others will make up the breach: and 
then they think the rule of known enemies takes 
place, where all civilities are difclaim’d, and 
the quarrel manag’d to the moft advantage. 
The refolv'd Adulterer could perhaps without 


much difficulty be juft; but when he confiders © 


that that one Helena of his will certainly make 
a war, he thinks ’tis ‘an impertinent nicenefs to 
lofe a good prize, or difmifs hi 

he refolves to retain his /uf. The incorrigible 


drunkard could perchance eafily enough be chaffe, _ 


but when he remembers that’ druskennefs ex- 
: | | eludes: 


is covetoufnefs while _ 
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cludes him from the Kingdom of Heaven; having — 
made that fale of his eternal inheritance, he 
thinks ‘tis but good husbandry to get as muchas | 
he can for it: So treacherous a gueft is any one Sin 
admitted, and lodg’d in the-heart, ‘it defpoilsit. 
of all its armour of defence, leaves it nothing 
wherewith to guard itfelf againft any affailant ; 
and be it never fo fmaliaone, ’tis like thofe little 
thiewes, which being put in at the window, fet 
the doors open.toallthereft... | 7 
BUT perhaps this dunger may be thought 
in fome degree warded by the natural temperand — 
conftitution of :men, which neceflarily renders 
them unapt to-contradiéiory vices,.and fo-will fe- 
cure them at leaft from {o many as are difagrec- 
able to their Temper: but if this fhould be grant- 
ed, yet it confeffedly leaves them open to. all 
others,and that were.certainly bad enough:he that 
is as. wicked,as his complexion cannot.anly-encline, - 
but permit him tobe, will not-want much ofthe - 
utmoft number of fins: but whatever we can fup- . 
pofe that to ftrike: off from the tale; yet in the | 
fecond place, tis véry much to be fear’d, that. 
will defaulk nothing of the weight; he that fins. . 
to the height of his appetite, perhaps power, fhall - 
he be ever the more innocent, ‘becaufe there were . 
fome naufeated fins, which he had not Self-denial 
enough to commit ? God abfolyes usin propor- - 
tion.to the reétztude of our Wills, not-the sice- : 
nef{s of our Complexions:. he that wills to pur- 
{ue whatever he can find gu/ful, how impious foe- 
ver; fhall itbe vertue inhim that fome Sins are 
| une 
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_ gnfayoury and difagreeing to his Palate ? If it 
fhould, there may fo many extrinfick things be by | 
Analogy brought in, cither to fwell or abate the 
_ accounts of our fin, that we fhall be much to feek 
in the eftimate of it. | 
' BUT inthe third place, even thefe very aver- 
fions are no infallible prefervative; for if they 
happen to be more moderate and remifs, than the 
love of fome other fin; that predominant incli- 
nation will fubdue thofe dzflskes, when ever its 
- gntereft is to be fervd by thofe otherwife not 
Sufiful commiffions. There is nothing more or-. 
inary than to fee one appetite purfued to the 
violation of another. A man perhaps hates 
drunkennefs not only as a beaftzal, but uneafie vice ;- 
yet if his ove toGainexceed his dsflike to that ; 
when that is requifite to make up the price ofa 
good bargam, that averfion muft ftoop, and give 
way. Aman defpifes fwearing, as an smjipid tm- 
pertinent Sin, yet ifhefet any great value upon 
being in the mode, andcomplying with the gentsle 
Diale&t, that will foon debafe him to what he fo 
muchcontemn’d: and truly there is fcarce any 
other account to be given of that great and foolifh 
- fin. Butin no otherinftance is‘this fonotori- 
_ oufly vifible, as in that-of dueling. Ineed not 
fingle out any one mans particular inclination ; 
the nature of mankind doth certainly avert both 
killing and being kill’d:- yet when that Phan-— 
tafm, that Ghimera honour, has once poffeft the 
mind, no reluctance of humanity is ableto make — 
head againft it; but i¢ commands as uncon 
: -_-  troul’dly 


€ Hap.?. 
troul’dly, asthe Centurion in the Gofpel, faysto . 
this man go and he goes, to another come and he 
comes: nay as Tyrannically as the great Cham 
of Txrtary, who as an Effay of his Soveraignty 
commands whole troops to, ride down precipsces 5 

_ nay thefe’Averfions aré not only thus violently 
. fabdued by fome foraign iif but are many times 
| deftroy’d even by force of that very vicious prin- 
ciple which gave them birth: for we miftake if 
we think they are always vertuous, or fo'much — 

as innocently founded ; Vice is often at civil wars 
with itfelf; and the vehement sclination to 

_ one, ingenders a ds/placency to another ;° but yet 
_ fauch a riddle is this myffery of Iniquity, that upon — 
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the very fame dajis is built both the abhorrence 
and commiffion ofthe fame Sin. For example, a 
' Proud man as much hates to fawn and flatter 
others, ashe loves to be flatter’d himfelf; yet let 
his pride but once work the other way, and {et - 
him upon an ambitious project, then all the mean — 
condefcentions imaginable are with eafe digeft- 
ed, he can crouch and proftrate, and asthe Byal. 
mift {peaks, fall down and bumble bimfelf, that by 
that dcicent he may rebound to the height he 
aims at: but {till pride is the common caufe of 
thefe fo diftant effects. In like manner the Ric- 
tous Prodigal detefts covetoufne(s, looks uponit - 
as fo fordid and bafe, that he brands even pra- 
_ dent frugality as approaching too near it; yet. 
et him but once find the fprings to grow dry 
' which fhould feed his Juxury; when he feels his 
Riot begins to cxhauft and prey upon saci 
ie ° << : en 
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then even that defpifed Govetoufnefs fhall be call’d 
in to itsaid, to dig mettal for the Furnace to 
melt, and fo bya ftrange Antspersftafis, prodigality 
fhall beget rapine. Thus unhappily prolifice is 
every Sin, that it carriesin its bowels the feed 
and principle even of thofe that feem the moft He- 
terozgeneous ; andthen howfhall a man that has 


admitted but any one fuch teeming luft be fecur’d 


that it fhallnot thus propagate, till his Soul be- 
come ameer defart; fill’d with all forts of wild 


and noxious creatures. — 


THERE is but one hope imaginable to inter- 
 pofe,and that is that Gods grace fhall prevent this 


.° -exorbitant growth of inpiety in him, and I ac- 


knowledge that is fufficient to do it, where it 
may have its kindly operatzon; but where it has fo, 
it willuniformly fupprefs a fin, and therefore 
where any one continues in Force and Vigour, ’tis 
manifeft ‘that operation of Grace is obftructed, 
and fucha man I fhould defire foberly to confider 
what affurance he has, that he who has fo evacu- 
ated Gods grace in one inftance, fhall not do fo in 
another ? [fs /pight of that grace he can be luft- 
ful, why fhall he not be as able to refiftit zn fa- 


-vour of Drunkennefs, Sacriledge, Rebellion, or 


any other crime to which he fhall at any time have 
appetite ? Can he imagine that God fends forth 
an irrefiftible ftreneth againft fome fins, whileft 
in others he permits men a power of repelling his 
Grace? That were to tranfcribe the Syrtans ab- 
furd Phanfie, that he is 2 God of the hills and not 
of the valleys: Nocertainly, he who has his own 


unhappy | 
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unhappy experience to atteft the poffibility of 
fruftrating the Divine fuccours in one particular, 


has too fure grounds to‘infer the like inothers. 


Nay alas, it does not only infer it by way of argu- 
ment and deduétion, but it is very apt to produce 
it by way of caufe and efficiency: We - a readi- 
ne{s to any thing by cuftom and affuefaction, and 
he who has habitually oppos’d Grace in the de-. 
fence ofa Luff, has deliver'd himfelf from that 
modefty which makes the firft defiance uneafie, 
and fo runs on with ‘eafe and boldnefs to future re- 
fiftance. It fares with men in this violation of | 
Gods grace, as it does in that. of his Patrimony, the 
firft Sacriledge is lookt on with fome horrour, 
and men are fain to devife arguments and colours 
to delude their reluctating CGonfcéences ; but when 
they have once made the breach, their fcrupulo- 
fity foon retires; one draught of that zmpious 
gain, has fuch:a ftupifying effect, that they can 
without check {wallow on, till the Sin fame fo 
fiercely, that nothing but meer want of Matter | 
can extinguifh it. But admit it were poffible 
for a man to be fecur’d of his own compliance . 
with fome parts of reftraining grace whileft he © 
impugnes it in others, yet who fhall afcertain him 
of that grace? It being Gods, implies “tis not in 
our power, he may furely do what he will with 
his own, and though his promife has made a fure 
ent atl of it to all thofe, who humbly feek and dsli- 
gently ufe it: yet it no where engages that it fhall 
be the portion of any other ; much lefs that it fhall 


- importunately and endlefly renew its affaults on 


thofe 
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thofe who have often repulft and put it to flight : 

In that cafe Gods refolution concerning the ofd 

_ world becomes appliable, eMy flirit foall not al- 
ways firive with man; and Cbrift who forbids us to 
cast our pearls before fwine, will certainly never 
proftitute what is infinitely more precious, his 
Grace to thofe, who have fo long trampled it un- 
-der their feet ; and fo thofe muft be concluded to 


~ have done, who have perfevered in any one fin: | 
for Grace is uniformly oppofite toall, and there-' 2 


fore the cleaving to any is defiance and affront to 
it. Butwe need not the help of inferences and 
deduction, the threats of God are exprefs in this 
matter: The Tzlent is decreed to be taken from 
the unprofitable fervant, who has not employed it 


to the proper ufe, and fuch infallibly is every man 


who has not actuated the Grace given him to the 
_fubduing of every reigning fin; and the reprobate 
mind mention’d in Scriptureas the moft difmal 
of all Plagues, the vis dSxu@, which yields not 
to the melting and the purging force of Fire, “and 
therefore does confign to t 

ed upon the voluntary rejection of God in parti- 
cular inftances, Rom.1. Howthencan he, that 
in any one fingle thing fo rejects him, aflate hini- 
felf that fhall not be the event of it: ‘That he who 
would not have Chrift rule entirely in his beart, 
fhall at once be put out of his Government and pro- 


tection: have all thofe fpiritual atds withdrawn, | 


which fhould either affift him togood, or fortifte 
him againft #4; and like an out-law’d perfon be 
- expos’d to the outrage of all that will. affaule 
him. a | AND 





at of Hell, is found- . 
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AND now would God this might be fadly pon- 
dered, that men would not be their own Sirens, 
and entertain themfelves with thofe deceitful me- | 
lodies, which will end in howlings and gnafhings of 
teeth; that.they would not think their having 
fome few vertues, and but fome few vices wil! 
ferve to fatisfie the defign, or procure them the © 
rewards of their Chriftianity ; for if they fhould 
continue in this pofture, and not be tempted to 
grow worfe, they may certainly conclude, ’tis be- 
caufe Satan finds they need not. And canthey 
be proud of that Vertue which the Devil himfelf 
will allow them? And think themfelves good 
enough when they are as bad as he wifhes them ? 
But even in this they have no other tenure than 
his Will. When he pleafes for his intereft, cr 
even for his divertifement and récreation, he may 





hurry them to all that is moft,enormous; con- ~ 


vert their Hypocrifie to profanenefs, their partial — 
Piety to untverfal odlinefs; they have no- 
thing to interpofe in their own Defence, not fo 
much as a reafonable Argument to oppofe to him; 
they have made a voluntary fale of them{elves for 
one or more beloved fin, and now as his va/ffals 
he may impofe onthem what. others he pleafes: 
and by their doting affection to their Rachel,take 
advantage alfo to obtrude the defpis'd Leah upon 
them. And how wretched, how deplorable is 
this {tate 2 What a Piety is this that we muft 
owe to the Devil, while we can be no better than 
hewillletus? 7 * 

YET this is without Myperdole,the ene 


© 


of every man that is not fincerely uniformly 
Chriftian; every indulg’d fin gives Satan livery 
and feifin of his heart, and a power to difpofe of | 
itashe pleafe. I know men are apt to flatter: 
themfelves with other hopes, and think that thofe - 
— obediences they pay to God fhall like a pre-in- - 
- gagement difannul all after contracts made by - 
— guilt, and put them into the pofleffion of Him. 

who is able to Jind that strong man. But God - 
wil] not be acceffary to fuch a fraud, even to-- 
wards the Devil ; while they keep the price, enjoy - 
that pleafure or profit wherewith he bought. 
them, God will never interpofe to defeat him of . 
his purchafe. / ss 
AND as God will not thus forcibly wreft . 
them out of his hands, much lefs will he defcend - 
- toacapitulation and compofition with him. God. 
ts a jealous God, and what jealous husband did ever : 
by compact divide his right with the ddulterer. . 
Where he finds a perfevering difloyalty he gives - 
a bill of divorce and difclaims hisrelation. Yet . 
fo befotted are men, as to hope God will ratifie . 
that alienation they have made of one part of . 
_ theirheart, and contentedly enjoy the reft; and . 
- as competitors ufe fometimes to do,fhare with his .. 
~ Rival. But alas! that immortal quarrel will not - 
be thus taken up, the difference between thefe ir- | 
_ reconeilable Antagonifts will not be fo compromi- 
fed. Goddifdains fuch a Treaty, nor will ever . 
come fo much as to an interview with his enemy, | 
within the lifts and recefles ofone Heart. And ° 
while men labour fuch an accord, they are but. ° 
—. gombining © 
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combining with Satan againft Godand theirown —— 
Souls: he knows.well, that while he holds any 
part, God will have none, and fo the whole falls 
to him, and thenhe may very fafely be modeft, 
and demand but moderately, and by that feeming | 
difference and yielding, gain more than by all his 
moft eager contendings. I fuppofe every man 
will difown the a this ridiculous defign of 


compounding the ftrife between Heaven and Helly — - 


but certainly it is the natural interpretation of 
fuch partial obediences ; when two Litigants con- 
tend for fomething which I have inmy keeping, 
if( divide it between them, is it not obvious to. 
conclude I defire to compofe the difpute and fa- 
tisfie both parties, andis not this the very cafe 
here? ’Tistrue indeed, it carriesa very abfurd 
found, but then how more abfurd is it for men to 
act at fucha rate, that when ’tis reprefented to 
them in the trueft colours, themfelves are afha- 
med to own what they have done? And this calls 
loudly uponthem to put themfelves out of the 
lafh of their own difcipliné: to recover fuch an 
innocence that they may not be fore’t withDavid 
to f{entence themfelves, when that their crimes — 
appear inthe light difguife ofa Parable. | |. 
A ND this indéed is the only proper ufe ofall 
thefe confiderations, the danger and folly areas 
unufeful as unpleafant {peculations, unlefsitbein | 
order to the reforming that wherein both are | 
founded.  Let.men confider themfelves, as enga- 
d in thofe wild projects which even themfelves 
ook on with fcorri * as enfnar’d in that unhappy 
: K_2 « contract 
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contract which has rendred them part of the De— 
vils pofleffion, and contrive how they may obli- 
terate that reproach, and difentangle their Mort— 
 gag’d Souls. : | | 
- AND for this there is but one way imagi- 
nable, and that is, by quitting their hands of that: 
which they took as the valuable confideration im 
_.that mad bargain; reftoring Satans coyntohims 
not only principal but afealfo: cafting away the 
main fin and all the little appendages, which like 
_ off-fets have fhot out from that root; retaining 
nothing that has his mark andimprefs upon it, 
that fohe may not pretend to any thing of theirs 
by right of barter or exchange. This, and this 
only is the way to diffeife him of his Eftate, to 
_cancel thofe fatal Indentures which bound them 
to him, and till this be done, as long as they keep 
“any part ofhis wages of iniquity, his title remains 
— force, they are {till his fervants, his vaf- 
als, “ 
: I VEN the redemption of Ghrift has no effi- 
cacy towards the enfranchizing of fuch; for 
though it proclaim an univerfal Fubsle, yet it for- 
ces liberty upon none; he that will nail his Ear 
to the door-poft and defie 2 manumiffion, may 
eontinue his flavifh ftate ftill, and indeed though 
Chrifts death was defign’d to refcue us fromthe » 
power of Satan; yet the firft eflay of that refcue | 
was to redeem us from our vain converfation:And | 
where that is not done, which is foeffentially © 
fundamental to all the reft, ’tis not poffibleany | 
other part of that Redemption fhould be at. - 
chiev'd, 


~~ 
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chiev’d, unlefs we will confound the order of Nz- 


ture as well as Grace, and make the confequent ° 
precede the antecedent. 


LET noman therefore upon any vain hopes 


delay the one only expedient to his fecurity, but 
pay back the earne/f-peny he has received from Sz- .- 
tan, fling away his jm, how pleafant or profitable 
foever, withthe gréateft Abhorrence, as know- 
ing *tis the price of bloud, and that not only his 
Saviours, but his own too; and this immediately, 
left the forfeiture be irreverfible. Woe know the. 
danger of lapfing time in cafe of Mortgage, but 
here our danger is greater, bécaufe the time is fo 

uncertain; tor though God had nothing elfeto— 
doin the whole tfanfaction ("twas wholly our 
own work ) yet ’tis he that affigns the time of for- 
feiture : he alone knows how far we may go in 
fin, before we pafs the poffibility of a retreat ; 
how long he will be provok’d before he fuffer his. 

whole difpleafure to arife; and how many repel- — 
lings of his Grace, and quenchings of his Spirit 
they are to which his difertions are apportion’d, — 


| Pharaohs heart was hardened by God after the . 
Eighth refiffance, and we have no fecurity but ours 


may be fooner: yetifthat fhouldbe taken as the — 
ftanding meafure, how dreadful an abode would 
it make to many of us? Who is there that has 
efpoufed any one beloved fin, that has not much 
ieee repeated the aéfs of it, every one of which 
is a iene and a contumacy againft God? 
Whois there that has not done it againft fo many 
exprefs warnings and loud calls ofGod in his own 
- | K 3 Confer | 
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Confcience ? Which renders it yet a fuller parallel, — 
and ’tis to be fear’d,too many agree with itevenin | 
the laft and higheft circumftance, that of the - 
Plagues too, byan obftinate perfifting after fo | 
many Judgements {ent to mollifie and reclaim 
them; and then where the premifes are the fame, * 


~ *tis too likely the conclufion may be foalfo. 
TI SHALL not wifhany Perfon fo trict] 


- toapply this cafe, as to conclude, that he is af- © 
ready in this ftate, but I could wifh all men * 
would apply it fo far, as to infer how poffible, nay ~ 


how probable it is, that the very next refiftance ~ 


fhall putthemin it. Tis not Pharaohs beinga * 


Heathen and they Chriftians that will give them 


Pe? ee 


any fecurity; it being no part of the Gofpel-Co- ~ 


to trample upon Grace. All the 


_- venant, that men fhal]l be ever the — allowed * 
ifference it *' 


makes is rather on the other fide; the contempts ~ 
are enhans’d toa higher guilt, and confequently, ~- 
the fewer acts may now ferve to fillup the mea- - 
- fure. And if their experience teftifietothem, * 
that in their particular God has us’d a greater. © 
long fuffering, than hehas given any groundsto * 
expect, ifthe guilt oftheir Confciences teftifie «: 
that they have committed many more acts; and -* 


yet fome remaining tendernefles and regrets wit- ~: 


nefsalfo, that they are not yet given uptoanut- = 


ter hardnefs and obduration, O Jet them not pre- © 


fume themfelves fafe, becaufe they are not utter- 


ly defperate; but lay their hearts open to be 
{tampt and impreft by grace, before they grow 
utterly inflexible; timely confider what is the 

a a _— defign 
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defign of this longanimity, and' without any more _ 
ftruglings and refiftance faffer it to attain its. 
aim and lead themtovepentance.. ..- : 
FOR though their Souls benot yet wholly 
petrified, ‘yet how know they in what an inftant 
that unhappy Metamorphojis may be wrought 5 
or if it fhould not be fo fudden, yet ’tis certain - 
every act of fin makes gradual approaches to- 
wards it: fo that ifGod fhould not inflict it by 
way of puntifbment, yet the meer force of Habit 
would produce it by way of natural efficacy: And — 
to be convine’d of this, Ifhould require no more, ~ 
but that men would reflect, and fee what effects - 
it has already wrought, how far it has advanc’d 
towards that fatal-point. Let them fend their _ 
thoughts back through every ftage and period of 
their fin, and obferve whether as that has grown, 
fo their tendernefs and reluctance of Confcience . 
has not abated and decreas’d : Let them but recol- 
lect what regrets and difquiets they had, when 
they ventur’d upon the firft unlawful commiffion, 
and compare it with their prefent, and I doubt 
not they will difcern.a great inequality; they 
will find that every act of fin hath allayed fome- 
what of the fharpnefs of thofe pangs, and pro- 
portionably to the frequency of the repetition 
they approach toward infenfible: and then let 
him whofe older Habit has multiplied thofe Aés, 
fadly confider how few (feps he has to the end of 
his unhappy journey, though no extrinfick con- 
current fhould haften his pace. But when Gods 
defertion fhall, as for ought he knows, it may the 
| rr. se 
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ee 
next minute fupervene: that as a full and violent- 
Wind drives him inan inftant, not tothe Harbour, 
buton the Rock where he will be irrecoverably 
Split. | a | 

: NOR let any man fortifie himfelf againft 
thefe terrors, by hoping that his one fingle ( per- 
haps {mall ) fm fhall not have this deftructive 
force; for if it be wilful it carries in it that which 
is properly the malignity of all fin, to wit, a re- 
fiftance and oppofition againft God, and this is 
fo mortala Venome, that the leaft Dofe of it is 
deadly, asaman may as certainly be poifon’d by 
a dram of Arfenick, as with the largeft draught. _. 
_- THE more natural inference lies the. other 
way, if it be but a fingle or petty fin, “tis fo much 
the eafier to part with; he that is bound witha 
Strong Cable, ox with a multitude of leffer Cords, 
may pretend fome neceffity of his Captivity, from 
the itrength of his bonds; but he that is tied 
with one flender String, fuch as one refolute 
~ ftruggle would be fure to break : he is préfoner on- 
_ly to his own floth or humour, and whowill pity 
his thraldom, where’tis foapparently his chosce 2 
Do not therefore fay my fin is inconfiderable, and 
therefore I need not relinquijh it; but my fin is in- 
confiderable, therefore i need not keep it. So 
flight a pleafure I may part with and find no mifs: 
this pedling profit I may refign and ‘twill be no 
_ breach inmy Eftate. And if Chri require a re- 
~ nunciation of thofe fins which are as the Hand and 
Lye, fhall 1 fcruple to depofite thofe which are 
but as the Hasr or Nails ° 7 ro te 
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NAY he may yet argue higher, and from the 
{malnefs of the fin deduce the enhanfement of the 
| Guilt: great acquifitions carry fome temptation 

in their face, but defpicable prizes do rather 

‘ avertthan tempt. “Iwas the fign of aconamon 
harlot to be hired with a Kid, Gen. 38. and fure he 
muift be of a f{trange proftitute Soul, that can 
adulterate for fuch low trivial wages. To difho- 
nour God, though the whole world were to be ac- 
quir’d by it, were great impiety; but to do it for 
handfuls of Barley and pieces of Bread, Ezek. 13. 

‘19. himfelf brands‘as a yet higher pitch. And 
fure it argues a very light efteem of God, when 
one poor contemptible luft fhall be able to over- 
poize him in our hearts. , | 

NOR is.the folly lefs than the profanenefs, 
when there is but one Fonab to be caft over-board, 
tis the greater madnefs to hazard a wrack; and 
let fuch a man pretend what he pleafes in extenu- 
ation of his fin, make that appear never fo minute 
and.defpicable, yet “tis apparent all the love 
which other men fcatter and diftribute upon feve- 
ral, he has united and concentred in this one luft. 
The molt doting affection when it is fummed up 
can amount tono more than thy, that it makes a 
man expofe himfelf to the greateft pain, the 

greateft Jofs farthe thing beloved. And this is 

moft vifible here, Hell is as certainly acquir’d, 

and Heaven as certainly forfeited by one fin as ma-_ 

ny; and then though there may be odds in other 

ref{pects, yet what is there in this,. between this 

ee ee eee ee eee 
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that the former puts the fame value upon one, that 
the other does upon many fins, and fellshisSoul . 
{fo much the cheaper. | | _ 
A N Dnow would God fuch men would review 
their dargain,foberly confider what there isin this 
Idoliz’d fin of theirs, which fhould exact fuch coff- 
ly facvifices. Let himwhofe long intimacy and 
experience has given him accefs to its moft fecret 
secefles, that has rifled its bowels,and knows the 
utmoft whether of pleafure or profit that lies 
there conceal’d: Let himI fay, that is thus qua- _ 
lified for-it, make an exact inventory of its 
wealth, and then Jet him compare it with what he 
is to pay for it ; weigh its Hat and momentary Plea- 
fures, with thofe moft tranfcending and perpetual 
Foys which are at Gods right hand ; its bafe and pe- 
rifhing commodities, with thofe unfailing trea- 
fures in Heaven; and then judge of his purchafe 
inref{pect ofthat partaf his prize: And if that 
be not convincement enough, let him weigh the 
other alfo; thofe fad pasns which are too zntole- 
rable to be fuffer’d, and yet fo eternal, that they 
can never ceafe to be fafter’d, and think whether 
that be not too dear a rate for that pleafure, 
whofe guft is fo little, and whofe duration . is 
lefs: or what profit he will have in the revenue of 
his fin, that Gold and Silver which will finally 
eat hts flefh as it were firey Fa. §. 3. and prove the 
unhappy fuel of his flames. : 7 
FROM all thefe premiffes, certainly Reafon 
and Religion do equally infer the fame conclujian, 
to.wit, thatmen fhould not tolerate shemfelves 
- | ° one 
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One minute in any known fin of how {mail a fize 
foever it be; nor fo impertinently betray their 
Sou!s to ruine for that which they call light and 
trivial; and is fo indeed in refpect of the ac 
but overwhelmingly ponderous in regard of the 
effeéts and pernicious confequents. And O that 
mens practices might evince them to have made 
this juft deduction, that thofe who have in many 
things preferv'd an tnnocence, would not be fo ill 
husbands as to forfeit all the advantage of that 
Care for want of extending it a little farther, 
nor fuffer the whiter parts oF their Soul to be dif- 
colour’d or tincted by the reflection of one crim- 
fon fin; but rather let their tears wafh that into a ~ 
whitenefs, that they may be uniform and of a 
piece. For though Facod clad his darling Fofeph in 
a party-colour’d garment; yet God owns none 
either for favourite-Son, or fomuchas Servant, 
that he finds fo arrayed. The followers of the Lamb 
are all clad in white, and in that attire we muft be 
fure to put our felves, if we meanto go in with 
him to the marriage. And fince the Gofpel is the — 
invitation to that feaft, letnone imaginehehas . 
complied with it till he have thus fitted himfelf: 
till then he affronts and baffles his Chriftianity, 
fends it away empty without its errand; nay, - 
which is worlesbrofliruter and profanes it, makes it - 
ferve only for a Gourd, that he may fit under the 
fhadow of it,and commit his fins the more undi- 
{turbed ; but let him remember that he is all this 
while breeding that worm, which will {mite this 
Gourd, and leave him unfheltred to that {corch- 
oY eres seas 
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ing wrath of God, which will make the improve- 
ment of Fonahs paffionate With, that God would 
_ take away his life, his moft rational Defire ; ren- 
der not Death only, but Annihilation alfo as 
eligible, asit will be smpoffible. | 





CHAP. VIL 
A Survey of the eMifchiefs arifing from Miftakes 


concerping Repentance. : 


7 NOTHER dangerous Underminer of 
Chriftian Practice is the many affected 
MB miftakes in the bufinefs of Repentance. 
Men look upon that as the grand recspe of theGo- 
{pel, an infallible Catholicos againft all their {pi- 
ritual maladies ; and fo far they judge right, for 
— foindeedit is. But when they proceed to com- 
pound this foveraign Medicsne for their own ule, 
they do it moft deceitfully ; leave out the princi- 
pal and moft operative ingredients: and by being 
fuch ill Apothecaries, defame the Gofpel as the 
Difpenfatory, and Ghriftas the Phyfictan, and like. 
wife ruine themfelves as the Patients. Butof _ - 
thofe who make this imperfect and Defective; 
compofition, all do it not alike ; fome leave out one 
part, fome another, and fome fo many, that they 
retain nothing ofits fubftanceand reality: Eat 
out all the heart and vertue of it, and leave only 
-anempty jheW, the gilding, as it were, of the 


Pills 
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‘Pi, the Form and meer outfide of Repent- 


ance. | : 

IN this later rank I place thofe who fuffer 
repentance to pafs no farther than their Frontiers, 
and Outworks ; affign it its quarters inthe /u- 
perficies of the man, the Face, or Tongue, or Ge- 
flure; but if it attemptto penetrate any deeper, 
if it fend but one ferious thought to alarm the 


‘heart, then like the Edomites againft Ifrael, 


Numb. 20. all the forces are muftered to impede _ 
its paffagse; fuch ‘formal Penitents as thefe all 
ages have produc’t., Chrift tells-of thofe who di/- 
figured ther faces, eMat.6.16. put on, as it were, 
avizardonly to act this part: and Efz 58. 5. 
long before defcribes them, by the bowing down 
the oa like 4 Bull-rujb, and certainly the race 
of them is not worn out in our days; a de- 
mure or rather a lugubrious Jook, a fad or 
whining tone, makes up, ‘tis to be fear'd, the fum 
ofmany mens Humiliations. Nay:as the world 
has of late gone, that alone were but a modeft 
pretence: fuch theatrical farms ftickle hard for 
the prize, not of that one part, but of all religi- 
on: adiftorted countenance is made the Mark of an 
upright beart, andnoneis thought to fpeak the 
Language of Ganaan, that dreffes it not in an 
uncouth found: and then what wonder is it, 
that they are impatient others fhould wor- 
ftip God, as David invités, in the beauty, while 
themfelves chufe to do it, in the Deformity of 
ae 
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‘BUT others make fomewhat a fairer advance 
towards repentance, by taking in fome of thofe 
things which are indeed its neceffary concomitants 5 
of this kind is in the firft place confeffion of Sin: 
and this after fome fort is ftuck at by few; no 
~ manwho hath not herded himfelf with the worft 
fort of Fanaticks, imagines himfelf finlefs; or. 
pretends to be thought fo by others; but will ve- 


ry readily acknowledge to all the world that he is — 


afinner: andasto men, fo efpecially and more 
folemnly toGed. Every man that but offers at 
praying at all, thinks confeffion a neceffary 
_ Branch of his devotion: all publick forms have 
ever carried that in-the front, as fuppofing it the 
moft principal, univerfal, and daily requifite to 
the lapfing ftate of humane corruption: And 


perhaps ’tis the og innate per{wafion of this,- 


that hath fecur’d that part of our Liturgy, from 


_ thofe impertinent cavils, which have particu- | 


larly aim’d at moft other members of it. And 
I fuppofe this is as frequent in the Clofet as 
in the Church: the only fear is, that there it is 
as loofe and general too: that thofe private and 
ene puilts which are. neither fit nor pofii- 
le to be diftinétly inferted in publick, do many 

‘times lofe their place even in private Contefii- 
onsalfo. The fhortnefsand the eafe of general 
forms being very likely to recommend them to 
_thofe whofe numerous fins threater too great a 
length, and whofe confus’d fnarl’d confciences 
render it difficult, thus to pull out thred by 
thred: but where Sins arethus moulded - ina 
Se umps 
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lump, they willlike great maffes of Pills or con- 
fections keep the more undecay’d, retain more of 


their Strength and vigor. So that fuch Confeffions 


are very indulgent to Satans intere?,who fears not 
the impreffions that can be made upon him, while - 
his body remains entire: the great execution 
then beginning when ’tis broken and {catterd, 
and each fin is fingled out for a particular pur- 
fuit: and where that isnot attempted, the war. 
can never be fuccefsful, nor thought in ear- 


neft.. : 

BUT fuppofe this be done; and by exact 
enumeration each fin is parted from its fellows, 
as when a conqueror purfues the flying troops of 
routed Enemies: yet ifthis beall, if quarter be 


allowed, and any mercy given, no real prize is 


pain d by this atchievement. He who recounts 
is fins with milder purpofe towards them than 
utter excifion, he makes no approach towards 
the effential part of Repentance. He may bring. 
out large Catalogues of his fins, and call them 
confe(fions; but he may better exprefs his own 
fenfe, if he term them rather inventories of his 
goods, forfuch ’tis apparent he reckons them, 
whileft he refolves to keep them. Indeed there 
is not a more abfurd piece of Pageantry, than 
thefe formal Confeffions, and fuch as fhews 
how little God is confider’d in his great Attri- 
bute, the fearcher of hearts. "Tis certainnoman 
would hopeto attone an offended fuperior, by 
a fubmifs acknowledgement of his fault, didhe 
know that his purpofe of reiterating it were 

rn | H ifcern’d : 


nr, 
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difcern’d: and what a tacite b/efphemy. is it then, | 


to treat God at fuch a rate, as prefumes him as : 


_ deceivableasa poor Mortal; andfure this were © 
a ftrange Ingredient in repentance. We look on it ' 


as a high pitch of impiety boaftingly toavow our | 
fins, and it deferves to be confider’d whether this ~ 


kind igen them have not fome affinity 
I 


. with it. Shoal 


his fins, nay does not ferioufly intend to forfake 


them, does intruth maintain and defend hisvi- - 


cious practice, how loudly foever his Tongue 
accufesit. And fuch clamors are but like the 
feigned Quarrels of combin’d cheats, in order to 
delude fome third perfon. But alas, the {cene is 
here unluckily laid, for God will not be mock’d, 
nor will the Mercy promis’d to him that confef- 
feth and forfaketh, ever reach him that confef- 
feth and retzineth. Confeffion isno farther ae- 
ceptable than as it either Hows from, or tends 
to beget an abhorrence of Sin, and abftracted 
from thofe qualifications it becomes loathfome 
and diftaftefalto God. Alas, can we think our 
Hiftorscalvein fo pleafant, that he fhall be de- 
lighted with the narrative of thofe crimes, whofe 
SS 7 perpe- 


tella man I have injur’dand - 
provok’d youthus and thus, and fo I refolveto © 
do again at the next opportunity: I refer it to. ~ 
common conftruction, whether this were not to © 
juflifie, nov retraé? the unkindnefs.. Now what I ° 
fuppofe thus faidto man, is in the fecret pur- - 
.pofe of our heart, no lefs articulately fpokento ~ 
God, who needs not our words to difcernour * 
meaning. Therefore whoever intends torepeat » 


a 


Chap.7. from Miftakes concerning Repentance. 149 


> 7. ee | eee: 


erpetration he detefted ?. Can it be Incenfe in 
his noftrils, to have our Dunghils difplayed ? Or 
can his pure eyes be gratified with fuch polluted 
profpects ? True indeed, he gladly defcends to 
allthis as a Phyfictan; naufeats not our fosulef 
ulcers, when we bring them for cure: but when 
"like beggars we make them openly our form of 
* .addrefs, and dread nothing more than their 4eal- 
ing; certainly their View will only excite his 
indignation, not his pity. And this, ’tis to be fear’d . 
abodes fadly to many of us; ’tis our vulgar Ob- 
jection to the Romaniff, that they make their 
confeffions centributive rather totheir confidence ~ 
than to their reformation: what their fhare is 
in that guilt, I fhall not here examine, but I 
may too truly pronounce they have notenclos’d — 
it, that black circle of Sin and confefs, Confefs 
and fiz, encompaffes as well Proteftants as Pa- 
pts; if poffibly not quite fo many, the caufe 
‘tis doubtful is (what we need not boaft )' not 
_ that More of us confefs aright, but that Fewer 
_ confefs at z#. But of thofe that do, if we may 
but crofs-examine, and interrogate their aétions 
againft their words, thefe will foon confefs (and | 
that not auricularly, but in a loud and audible — - 
voice ) the zxvalzdity of their folemneft Confeffi- 
ons. When we fee aman that yeferday kept a 
Humiliation, to day trampling on the necks, in- 
vading the poffeffions of his ‘Brethren, we need 
ho other proof how vainly and unprofitably, if 
not how hypocritically arid provokingly he con- 
feffed his Pride, or | and the like 


We 
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-wemay infer when we fee any man perfevere in 
any grofs wilful fin. And of fuch, God knows, 
there are fuch multitudes, as will give us inftan- 
~ ees more than enough,how wide a difference there 
is, between a meer Confitent and a true Penitent. 
BUT in the next place, a paffionate re- 
gretat Sin, a grief and fadnefs at its Memory, 
more {pecioufly pretends to enter us into Gods 
roll of Mourners :. Sorrow has (in vulgar accep- 
tation ) fo engroft the whole notion of repen- 
tance, that men are apt to fecure themfelves, 
that the Wind of a penitential Sigh is fo mighty, 
as will blow away the guilt of the moft mouh- 
tainous Sim: that if they have but wept a little 
upon their crimes, they have quite extsngui/ht 
the wraththey kindled: but alas thefe are vain 
dreams; Godwho delights not to grieve the chil- 
dren of men, does not project for our forrow, but 
our innocence ; and would never have invited us 
to the one, but as an expedient to the other. 
*Tis natural even to meer Aniqzals to fhun that by 
which they have {marted, and therefore forrow 
for fin is avery proper means to avert our appe- 


tite from it: butif we have learnt the unhappy 


skill of feparating the effec? from the caufe; ifour 
Grief abate not our Love; if we can caft kind 
looks at our fins, even through thofe Tears 
wherewith our Eyes are glas’d, this will fure be 


as far from accomplifhing our defign, as Gods: 


leave us equally unpardon'd,asunreform’d.. 
NAY alas, fuch Sorrows as thefe will ra- 
ther ferve to enbanfe than Expiate our guilts; 


they 
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they are lopd witnefles againft us, that we know 


the malignity of thofe fins we commit; that we 
have pois d them; and find them as a talent of lead 
upon our Souls, and yet prefer them before 
Chrifts light burthen: that we have outvied that 
perverfe Election wherewith El:bu charges Fob, 
and chofen affliétion rather than innocence, Fob 


36.21. and though we have felt the gnawing of 


\ 
\ 


the Worm, he {till refolve to cherifh it, till ic 


gain its WO 


Sin, can with no reafon be imagin’d a prepara- 
tive to its remiffion, ‘twill rather ferve to 
liftus among Satans Martyrs, than Gods Pen- 
tents. ' : | | 


this kind of Sorrow, what is there that can with 
any face pretend.to an acceptation? Alas! ’tis 
apparent there is no diflike to the fin; for the na- 


tural effect ofthat, would be the abandoning it. 


If I have faln into the mire,, common reafon di- 
rects me; not to fit down and cry that I am fo de- 
filed; butto cleanfe and wafh my felf, and be: 


warc of fuch another mifadventure: _Now Gods 


enmity is purely with the fin: and if we think to 


contract a league with him ; we muftefpoufehis — . 
quarrel, hate what he hates: But in this cafe’tis - 


quite otherwife, we diflike only the confequence, 
not the crime; are diflatisfied to fee that what is 


ul Concomitant of unquenchable fire 5. 
and fure this refolvednefs, this high fortitude in _ 


AND indeed if we examine the original of 


fo pleafant, will not be fafe : deteft thofe tempo- - 


ral or eternal miferies, which God has annext to 
it ; whieh is upon the matter to grieve, not becaufe 
— _ La | 


) we 
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we are guilty, but God is juf; and to avert only 
that part of the evil, of which he owns tobe the. — 
author, that of Punijhment; whileftthat of Siz, 
as our own creature, we dandle and carefs. And 
can we think it fufficient to atone anincenfed 
Majefty, that we love our own eafe, while yet we 
love our fin fo much better? Is it a vertue to 
have fome ineffective regrets to damnation, and 
fucha Vertue too, as fhall ferve to ballance all 
our vices? This were indeed a compendious 
_ eourfe to block up Hell gates, and leave nonea 
poffibility ofever getting thither, but thofe who 
{caled the wall and defperately refolved to pof- 
— fefs themfelves of that place of Torment. But 
_alas, they are other fruits of Repentance that 
— muft deliver us from the wrath to come: for 
' thoughI deny nor, that the apprehenfion of Dan- 
ger is extremely both reafonable and ufeful, yet 
tis only by way of preparative: tis like the 
Trumpet that gives the Alarm, and fetsus tothe 
battel, butit muft not pretend tobe like thofe 
of Gideon that atchiev'd the whole victory. To 
fee our danger, may occafion, but-does not caufe, 
or neceffarily infer an efcape. I may madly leap 
~ intothat pit which I fee gaping to fwallow me, 
and then my fore-fight ferves only to render me 
_my own murderer. In fhort, if that formidable 
afpect of our Sins, make us run from them, it | 
has done us the happieft office; pluckt us as 
S. Fude fays, out of the fire: butif our love-be fo 
doting, asto counter-charm our fear; ifwe be 
fo bewitcht with the decestfulnefs of fin, — 
| , ’ W 
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will have its Embraces, though we know them 
deadly; if we weep that we have finn’d, and yet 
on to fins our wilful Guslt will defile our 
Tears, but our tears will never cleanfe our guilt. 
We only affift in the judicature againft our 
felves; and to Gods condemnation add our'own: 
and what we call our Penitence, becomes a fad 
Atteftation of our Incorrigiblenefs. 
AN D as this meer Sorrow will never avail, fo 


neither will a partial and imperfeét reformation, 


and that whether it be defective in refpect of the 
kind, or of the Duration: to the former we have | 
{poken elfewhere, and fhall not need to repeat: 
bur of the later there will need no lefs cauti- 
on; men being apt to obtrude fallacies on 

themfelves in this as muchas in the other. Eve- | 
ry tranfient gleam of Piety is concluded to be | 
that flame in whichthe Holy Ghoft defcended, 
and though it want the main cireumftance of 
refting on them,yet ferves to perfonate the Com- 
forter. Hethat whileftthe forenefs of his late 


‘pangs of confctence remains, finds himfelfa little 


indifpos’d for anew carier in fin, prefently con- 
cludes repentance hath had its perfecét work in 
him, made that change and tran{mutation, which 
certainly denominates him a new creature, and 
pronounces his vicious appetites extinét and mer- 
tified: when alas they are but {trew’d over with a 
little penitential Afbes, and will as foon as they 
meet with combuffible matter,any apt temptation, 
flame out as fierce as ever; and God knows the 
event does too often actually atteft this, after all 


\ 
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the ablutions, and purification of their repen- 
tance, their next work is to diveft themfelves of 
their white robe, and thofe whom yefterday you 
jaw in the laver, to day you fhall find wallowin 
inthe mire: andas with farthe more guilt, fo 
fometimes with much the greater confidence, for 
having been fo wafht: yet fo ftrongly are fome 
mens phancies poffeft with their imaginary puri- 
ty, that they are the laft that take notice how 
the fcene is chang’d: they comfort themfelves, 
that finand they have had fome little skirmsf£es, 
though but preparatory to a clofer Jeague; that 
they had fixt good purpofes, though there remain 
nothing vifible but their violation; and fo will 
call themfelves Chrifts Sheep, though their no- 
torious impurities witnefs them to belong on- 
_ly _ that herd into which the Legion en- 
fred. | | 
THIS is a deceit which one would think 
fhould immediately detect its felf,but ’tis ftrange 
to fce, how our wsfbes can prefcribe to our faith ; 
and what a more than omnipotent power our felf- 
_ Jove has in reconciling contradictions: yet Ican 
- {carce think this innate ftrength of corruption 
had been fufficient for the purpofe, had it not had 


the auxiliary aid of fome commodious doétrines. 


My-prefent defign is fo far from controverfial, 
that Tam loth to point out any towhich] muft 
exprefs unkindnefs: yet upon this occafion, J 
fhall refer it to confideration, whether that me- 
thod whichhas been us’d to quiet fome Confci- 
ences, be not very apt to ftupitie more. Whenl 


=: 
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{ee one who from his prefent reigning fins, regu- 
larly infers the illnefs of his ftate; that is yet by 


his Cafuift diverted from that profpect, and bid 


look back to fee, whether no part of his life af- 
forded any Evidence of true Grace; and if he. 
can but remember any fuch time, is warranted — 


to make that his Epocha, from whence to date his 


infallible affurance; is told that that immortal feed, 
though it may be covered, yet cannot be choaked ; 
but will moft certainly {pring up unto Eternal 
life : When,]l fay,I fee this eafie remedy prefcrib’d- 
to his fears, ’twill be obvious for me to compound 


my felfan Antidote from the fame Ingredients : 


To fix my Eye upon fome mark of Regeneration 
which at fome time or other, I cither have, or 
phancied to have had upon me, and with the fted- 
faft beholding of that, as of the brazen Serpent 
be fortified againft all the venome of my frery lufts : 
Caft in this one ftick, and with it fweeten all the 
waters of Marah, fecure me againft all the bit- | 
ter effects of my prefent guilts. How fata] an 
influence fuch difcourfings as thefe are apt to 
have on practice, is too obvious both in the caufe, 
and effect: I need not examine the authority of 
that grand Principle on which they are founded ; 
fince if that were admitted, yet it will not juftifie 
the before-mention’d Superftructure: for fuppofe . 
it receiv'd as an infallible truth, that grace if true — 
can never be loft; yet ’tis, by the confeffion of — 
all, fo cafie to be deceiv’din judging what is fo, 

and our partialities to our felvesare fo likely to 

betray us‘to that deceit; that thefe Corellaries — 
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men deduce thence for their perfonal affurance, 
can never partake of the fuppos’d infallibility of 
thofe préemifes they derive from,and confequentl 
are much too flight a d2/s for men to truft wit 
fo greatameight, asis that oftheir prefent comfort 
and future flate. | | 
SEVERAL other pernicious errors there 
are in the matter of Repentance which men fall in- 
‘to, fhallI fay, or tather afpire to; make it their 
ambition to be under their covert and patronage, 
and with extreme Violence to their reafon as well 
as relizton, climb up to thofe caftles in the air, and 
there fortifie themfelves impregnably againftall 
the facred Artillery of Divine threats. Their 
falfe confidences ferve them as feather-beds, not on- 
ly to fleep fecurcly in, but to dead all bullets that. 
are fhot againftthem. But ofall thofe deceitful 
refuges, there is none more treacherous,& yetmore 
confidently and univerially reforted-to, thamthat 
‘ofa Repentance in reverfion, to commence no body 
knows when, fome moneths or years hence, when 
this bufinefs is difpatcht, that luft fatiated; or 
indeed to bear the fame date (ifnot a later) with 
their laft Willand Teftament. This is that un- 
happy retreat to which thoufands fly as the routed 
Syrians to Apheky 1 Kings 20. 30. till they are en- 
tomb'd in that ra//, whofe fhelter they folicited: 
How defperate the hazard of fuch procraftination 
is, hath been fo convincing!y demonftrated by 
better Pens; that trumpet hath been blowed fo 
loud by all our {piritual watchmen, that there re- 
mains nothing feafonable, but to wonder whence 
| | men 
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men have got that Lethe which fecures them their . 
{leep in {pight of that flarm: and certainly ’tis © 
matter of the greateft aftonifhment to obferve 
the ftupid, yet common boldnefs of men, who fo 
fearlefly expofe themfelves to this moft formi- 
dable of perils ; who yet in things of far lefs dan- 
ger and lighter confequence are fo nicely timo- 
rous, that no fecurity is thought enough, every 
the remoteft danger to their outward concerns, 
excites their prefent vigilanee to avert it: but 
here that order is moft abfurdly inverted, and the 
prefent imminent danger is affign’d and put off to 
their future care. Letthe Phyfictan tellthemhe - 
o>ferves fome Symptomes of a latent eMalady, 
{ome aptitudes or firft Gaufes of a Difeafe ; what 
_hafte is there made to meet that Enemy in the 
frontiers, before it advance too far? All Arts of 
‘prevention are us’d,and fuch uneafic remedzes fub- 
‘mitted to, as perhaps out-bid the pan of the Dif- 
-eafe. In like manner let a Lawyer tell them he has 
{pied fome defect in an entail, which may perhaps 
in the next age give fome interruption to their de- 
fign of having their houfes endure forever, Pfal. 
_ 47. how folicitous are they to repair that error; 
and leave nothing to the mercy of a Law-quirk ? 
And in both cafes thank-the vigilant care of their 
informer that gave them notice of their danger : 
but let the Divine tell them he {ees their Souls 
languifhing under the moft: mortal difeafes ; that 
they have actually forfeited their imberstance in 
the land of the living, they can hear it uncon- 
cernedly 5 fay, or at Teaft think thofe cares are - 
Aes of sik : 
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be remitted to Felix his more convenient feafon, 
that when their Bodzes are as infirm as their Souls, 
then care may be taken for both together. That 
tis enough for their fpivitual Life to commence 
when the natural is expiring, and then to provide 
for everlafting Habitations,when they are putting 
off their Earthly Tabernacle: as for the thanks 
they give their Monitor, ’tis generally the fame ~ 
that Sc. Paul received from the Galatians, to 
count him their enemy fov telling them the truth, 
Gal. 4. 16. but alas he has no reafon to refent the . 
injury, fince ’tis but the fame they offer to their 
neareft and moft intimate friend, that Angel guar- 
dian which God and Nature has_-placed within 
their own breafts, I mean ‘their Confcience: let 
that at any time whifper the fame admonition, 
and immediately they cry out as Ahab to Eliah, 
Haft thou found me O my Enemy? All arts are us’d 
to convey themfelves out of its Reach, Bufinefs, | 
- orCompany, or Drink, or any thing is folicited . 
tocomein to their refcue, that in that throng 
they may deceive its purfuit, or at leaft inthac 
louder noife drown its voice; and is not thisto 
look onitas their Enemy, while they fhun it as 
a Malefaétor dees the Officer? Yet I appeal to 
the breafts of thofe, who lean’‘upon the broken 
reed of a late Repentance, whether this be not the 
cafe withthem: Jet them tell me whether they. 
dare truft themfelves alone with their Gon/fczence, 
Bive it opportunity of {peaking freely to them, of 
aying before them the mad_ adventure they make 
of their precious Souls; which they do not only 
eS” CS, — expofe 
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expofe to as many hazards of .a fwift damnation, 
} as there are accidents which may furprize their 

bodies with a fudden death; but do befides by this 
_ refiftance repel and quench that Spirit, without 

which they can never hope to effect that fo necef- 
fury, fodifficulta work; nay, I may, Ifear, ask 
| fome of them, whether thty have not fo often. 
fhunned thefe parleys, that their Confcsences like 
an dbus A Friend, has at laft given them over, ceaft. . 
to purfue them with more of thofe unwelcom im- 
portunities ; and by its filence left them fecur’d 
irom all noife which may difturb that treache- 
rous {leep into which they have lulled themfelves. © 
To thofe who are thus given upto the (pirit of 
fumber, Icannot hope to fpeak loud enough to 
roufethem; but to thofe that are but of the for- 
mer rank, that have not yet fo profper’d in their 
unkind defign againft themfelves,as quite to have | 


alienated their bofom friend, that are yet within —_ 


the reach of thofe amica verbera, the ftripes and 
reproofs of their own Confcience; to fuch I 
would addrefs with this moft affectionate petiti- 
on, that they would not feek ‘to remove them- | 
{elves from that wholfome difcipline; that they. 
would not fly that Chirurgion whofe Lancet threa- 
tens none but the zmpofthumated parts; but ra- 
ther chufe to be fhewed the formidablenefs of 
their Danger; than by a blind embracing it,to pe- 
thin it. Andifthey have but any general con- 
fus’d inclinations to this fo reafonable a requetft, I 
fhall then put on more folemnity,affume to come 
as an Envoy from thofe dreaded a ae of 
Oo | 7 theirs, 
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theirs, to mediate an enterview, to propofe the 
fixing fome time of parley, and befpeak their pa- 
tience to hear it out : And let them but.grant this, 

~ let them but dare to do fo much in order totheir 
own fafety, and I can fearce think it poffible they 
fhould after retain that daring, which only tends 
totheirruine. Ina word, let men ferioully and 
attentively liften to that vorce within them, and 
they will certainly need no other medium,to con- 
vince them either of the error or danger of thus 
procraftinating their Repentance, which them- 
{elves acknowledge muft not upon their utmoft 
peril be finally omitted, and yet nothing butan 
_ immediate difpatch can fecure it fhall not. 
"TWILL be needlefs to defcend toa particular |" 
view of more of thefe deceits, they. will eafilybe | 
detected by this one general Rule, that what{oe- 
ver falls fhort ofa prefent, univerfal, permanent 
Change, falls as much fhort of Repentance. All 
the pretences that are made upon any other {core 
art but the Garments of the elder brother put up- 
onthe back of the younger, which thoveh they 
might delude a blind Ifzac, will never be able to 
| deceive an all-feeing Ged. All that remains is to 
offer tothe Readers confideration, how nearly 
he is concern’d to guard himfelf againft all delu- 
fions in this fo important an affair. It was an an- 
cient Stratagem of War to poifon the waters in 
an Enemies Camp, that fo they may drink their 
own deaths: but Satan has here far out-vied that 
| Policy. Were but our Nourifhment infected, 
we had ftill a recourfe left us to Medicine; _ 
4 nere 





here he has envenom’d our very Phyfick, and 
what cure remains for thofe whofe very remedies 


are their difeafe ? When that Bath which was de- 


| fign’d tocleanfe us,’ is itfelf polluted, we may 


EE NS Oa ee = 


well cry out as Diony/ius of the corrupted River of 


Alexandria, ‘ a@moboy yévos]o ay wavte nalaieev7@ vsa7G@ 


‘ine dre xabgerv, what Flood fhall cleanfe thefe 
Waters ? Where can we be fecure, when our Re- 
pestance ( which the Apoftle; 2 Y1m.2.26.fuppofes 
the Means of difentangling us ) is itfelf become. 
our Snare? This as it loudly. proclaims our dar- 
ger, fo furely inall reafon it fhould awake our 
care, teach us not to fuffer our felves to be abus’d 
with delufive appearances gnd fhadows of Repen- 
tance, left we finally find that Ixion-like we have 
embrac’d a Cloud. What an.amazing defeat 
will it be tohim, who prefumes his Tears have — 
blotted out the hand-writing againft him, to find — 
the full Bill brought in. at the great Affize, and 
thofe he call’d his penitential forrows here, to 
prove but the Prologue to that Tragedy which 
ends in weepiny and gnafhing of teeth! And there- 
fore let every one timely provide againft that fa- 
tal furprize, ufe this excellent receipt, not asa 
Gofmetick only to beautifie the face, give him 
fome fair appearance to himfelf, but as Medicine 
to reftore health ;_ reduce him to fuch' an, Athle- 
tick vigorous Habit, as may evidence itfelf in 
all vital Actions, which will prove the beft evi- 
dences in our laft trial, where he inquifition will 
hot be fo much upon our Mouths or Eyes, as up- 
onour Hands: not how many confeffions we ook 
: Made, - 
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made, orhow many tears fhed, but what aés of - 
‘Vertue we have fubftituted in the room of our Vi- - 
ces: whether we have broke off our Sins by r#gh- - 
zeoufne/s,and our Iniquities by frewing mercy to the - 
Poor.; and without this tis infallibly certain,our - 
Chriftianity will be as ineffectual to our Buf, as: 
it isto our Piety: if we will not permitit hereto - 
bring us to the obedsence of Servants, it fhallnever - 
-inftate us hereafter in the inheritance of Sons. 





‘A Survey of the Mifchiefs arifing from Miftakes con- - 
cerning Almighty God, and the methods of bis | 
Providence: : 3 a 


“4 O thele Miftakes of our felves and inte- 

— refts, we have added others alfo concern- 

| ing God, which are no lefs deftructive to 
Chriftian Bractice, for as the right knowledge of 
God ts by our Saviour, Fe. 17.3. put as the Epi- 
tome and fumme ofall that leads to blifs, fo our 
mifprifions and mifapprehenfions ofhim, areno 
lefs remarkable for the contrary effects; nor can. 
we fuppofe it otherwife, when we remember that 
this is the grand work and dajis of all Religion, 
and therefore if this found ation be deceitfully laid, 
the fuperfruéture muft neceflarily fink and perifh: 
and in this fenfe "tis poffible for us at once to 
build on the Rock and the Sandtoo; we may fix 
: 7 OUE 
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our faith intentionally on God, and yet by abfurd 
notions and unwarranted conceits of him, defeat 
in the particulars what we eftablifht in the grofs : 
reprefent him fo utterly diftant from what he is, 
that under that difguife he will not much appear, 
citheran Encourageror Rewarder of our Prety, 
and then we may guefs how.’tis like to flourifh, 


fince the Apoftle gives itas a Fundamental Axt-. 


ome, Heb. 11.6. That be who comes to God muff — 
beheve that he ts, and that het avewarder of them 
which diligently feek him. | 

OF thefe Miftakes concerning God, there . 
aredivers ; many more than the defign’d brevity 
of this difcourfe will admit me to examine.I fhall 
only mention three, thofeare, Firft, concerning 
his Decrees, Secondly, his Attributes, Thirdly, 
his Providence. . : 

BY his Decrees, I mean not thofe ftanding 
rules which he has inhis Word fet forth as the 
meafures by which he will diftribute rewards and | 
punifhments; but thofe fecret purpofes of hu Wik, 
which he neither commands us to fearch after, 
nor will permit us to know. That there are 
many Miftakes concerning thefe, the numberlefs - 
Difputes that have been rais’d about them will. 
fufficiently atteft, it being impoffible for two 
Contradictory Opinions tobe both true, though 
in things of this ab{trufe nature ’tis very poffible 
both may be fife. °Tisnot my purpofe to wade 
into thofe bottomlefs controverfies, which like | 
4Gulph have {wallowed up fo much time and in- 
duftry of learned men: [I fhall only in general 
ie as ar aaa ane 


é 
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eommend it to the Readers confideration, whe- 

ther it be probable, or indeed poffible for thofe 
' Opinions to be true which infer falfood in God: 
And then let the fecond enquiry be, whether that 
be not too evidently the refult of thofe difcourfes, 


which fet an Oppofition between his revealed and — 


his fecret Will, his Commands and his Decrees, 
making the one a blind for the better execution 
of the other, as if all the Tranfportation and Zeal 
he expreffes for us, allthe paffionate enamoring 
invitations he makes to us, were only to {port 


himfelf with our credulity: like the divertife- 


ment of thofe Men, who court them for Wives, 
whom they would abhor to marry: nay, asif all 


_ the proteftations and moft folemn oaths of God, | 


were defign’d but to advance the delufion, and 
raife expectations, meerly to defeat them. This 
is fuch a fevere fort of Irony, as we would all think 
not only unkind but unjuftin aman; and ’tis not 
poffible that God, who appeals tous concerning 
the equality ofhis ways, fhould fall fhort of the 
ftricte{t meafures amongus, or exemplific to us 
an unfincerity he forbids us to follow. 
HOW very inaufpicious influence fuch do- 
éfrines are apt to have on praétice is too vifible, 
for fince ’tisas well the inftinét as duty of our 
nature to afpire to an affimilation with God, even 
that moft laudable and generous ambition fhall 
by this means become our fnare; for when God 


fhall be thus mifreprefented to us, drawn out by | 


the black Lines, not only of feverity, but decett, 
rendred a Falfifier ofhis Word, nay Oath; "twill 
| | | : | give 
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ive not only temptation but warrant to the like 

ractices: we fhall cafily {wallow up all the par- 
ticular commands of God, in that fundamental 
one of being likehim; as we are taught himfelf 
has done both his commands and promifes ‘in his 
hidden Decrees. This is fo natural a piece of Le 
gick, that tis very unfafe men fhould ‘be trufted 
with thofe premsfes whénce ‘tis detiv’gd. And — 
though we are not over apt to tranfcribe that Co- 
py God does really fetus, yet this fpurious one 
wil! not mifs to be taken out : that pravity of our 
nature which hinders in the one, ‘exciting and. 
{purring usoninthe other. Thisisa way tore- - 
concile-our Vices with our reputation, and fin 
cum Privilegio; andthere is little doubt of mens 
aptnefs to ufe that advantage; we fee it in lower 
inftances.' TheVices.ofa Prince draw fhoals af 
followers, when his vertu leaves him the’mort- 
eminent, becaufe fingle, and rendershini rather _ 


revered than imitated: And certainly bwas hone 


of the Devils flighteft S#ratagems on the Gentile — 
world, to give thet fuch Gods as might exempli« 
fie to them‘all thofe odious crimes, wherein he de- - 
fir'd toimmerfe them. .Whether this may not be 
a branch of the fame Illufion, J with the Propug- 
ners of this doctrine would ferioufly confider.” -_ 
AND as feveral ills are hereby countenance’d 
and authoriz’d, fo is all vertue in genéral difcou- 
raged and difheartned; this benumbs us in our 
Chriftizn courfe, fubftracts that fpirltand vi- 
pow, which fhould' catry us through the weary 
ftages of duty: indeed it cuts the very finews of 
: | | M | Ind uftry, 
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Induftry, baffles and makes ridiculous-all purpo- 
fes of Labour ; for what fhould invite a man to 
{trive for that, from which he knows he is either 
irreverfibly precluded, orelfe fo infallibly afcer- 
_ tain’d of,- that his negligence cannot defeat him. 
Thefe are fuch extremes as afford no middle, | 
wherein the vertue of induftry mayexift, hope | 
being equally out-dated by the defperatenefs or | 
mh i ofan undertaking : and how ne- 
ceffary hope is to excite endeayour we may learn — 
of St. Paul, 1 Cor.15.5.where he-prefles his Go- 
vinthians tothe conftancy of Chriftian Practice — 
upon this ground, that their /sbour fhall not bein - 
vain inthe Lord. But according to fome mens . 
do&trine, tis fcarce poffible for aman toknow ~ 
whether his labour be in vain orno; fincetheef- | 
fect of it depends not upon the revealed promife, 
but feeret purpofe of God, and who knows whe- - 
ther there may not lic fome dormant Decrees - 
again{t him, which when he thinks he has run his - 
race, Shall yet defeat him of his Crown. Whether - 
a reward thus {tated will much animate mens dili- . 
gence, [may leave every man tojudge bythe like . 
circumftances in their fecular concerns; andif- . 
they find they would there damp their-courage,_ . 
difpirit and difhearten them from attempting, . 
' there will be fure more:reafon to conclude itin . 
thefe (piritual Affairs, wherein our induftry is. . 
‘commonly much lefs indefatigable. - 
BUT I fhall not farther infift on the ill confe- 
quences of particular miftakes; there is one fun- _ 
‘ damental error, which ifit could be cured, would | 
| | | - fuperfede 
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fuperfede all the reft ; I mean our bold Folly in 
medling with Gods Decrees, which we call hidden, 
and yet ridiculoufly confute that Epithet by pre- 
tending to knowthem. This is fo much an info: 
lenceas forfeits the comparifon, which might be- 
long toitasan etror; we fee fecular States jea- 
loufly referve their private Councils; and fhall we 
think God fo fcrutable, or our felves fo penetra- ' 
ting, that none of his fecrets can. efcape us ? Or 


ifwe think him, as indeed he is, unfathomable, 
-why dowe thus madly attempt what we confefs 


smpoffible ° Efpecially fince we fhall not only lofe 
the thing we fo vainly purfue, but others which 


‘we might elfe enjoy. “Tis as if man fhould be fo 


tranfported witha bufie carneftnefs of knowing 


his Princes Secrets, as quiteto forget his Laws, 


and incur capital punifhment. God has givenus _ 


rules of life, which upon the fevereft penalties he 


requires us to ftudy and practice; and we divert 


from thefe, and make it our.bufinefs to trace his 


Counfels. Weare gazing at the Stars to read our 
.deftiny, and look not to our feet; and by that 
negligence experiment the worft fate they could 
have portended: forI think we may fay our wild 
Phanctes about Gods Decrees, have in event re- 


probated more than thofe Decrees upon which | 


they- are fo willing to charge their ruine, and . 
have bid fair to the damning of many, whom 
thofe left falvable. ‘And indeed ’tistobeexpect- . 
ed from Divine Juftice,that fuch bold Inquifitozs 


 fhould find nothing but their own Deftruction. 


ThatArk which devoutly reverenced brought b/e/- 
a ‘M32 fingss 


= 
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_ fings, when curioufly pried into diffus’d Pefts- 
tence and Death, 1 Sam. 6. 19, Nay the very Po- 
ets willtell us, that if we will have Prometheus 
_ his Fire, we muft take Pandora’s Boxalfo: and: 
fure Induftry cannot be worfe laidont thanthus - 
to feteh home Plagues, and while fo much of it -; 
runs wafte to fuch unhappy purpofes, ’tis no : 
wonder if we want for, better; forget our calling . 
_ by contemplating our predeftimation; and letthe . 
‘ Opinion of our ‘fate be at-once the Encourage- : 
ment and Excufe of our loth, than which nothing - 
can fhore evacuate the purpofe and defign ofour - 
Ghriftianity, which Divines have truly defin’d to : 
be not 2 contemplative but aétiveScience. —_-.—Cw: 
TO the fame unhappy Effe& concur our Mi- . 
- {takes of Gods Attributes, if I may call them Mi- - 
ftakes, which feemrto be rather wilful Nefcience, : 
. they being fo-delineated to us both in his Word . 
-and his‘Providences, that ‘tis not want oflight, . 
but winking apainft it that muft leave usigno- _ 
. Yant. What the jpecalative errors are in this — 
_ matter,concerfns not my ‘prefent defign to exa- — 

mine: but there feemto be fome Mifperfwafions 
concerning the Divine Attributes, which do re- — 
markably tend in their confequence and effect, — 
to the corrupting mens manners; nay, look asif — 

they were'defign’d, and affectedly chofen for that 
purpofe; I mean efpecially thofe concerning his 
Fuftice and eMercy, which being the Attributes in 
‘which we have'the molt immediate Concer, the 
Errors in:them are the more ‘noxious.and déftru- 
ctive. “Of this fort is that narrow {canty notion 
oF eS , toe 
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too many have of Gods Fuftsce, which we meafure | 
not by him but our felves, arid therefore propor- 


- tion it not according to his mfinity, but our own 


concerns. That is an Attribute from which we 
promife to our felves no advantage, and therefore 
we are willing to contract and fhrink it up, make 
it ferve only asa Cypher toadvance mercy, but are 
unwilling to underftand it in its proper Extent ; 
think it a word of form put in tocompleat the 
greatnefs of Gods Stile, rather than any éntrin- 
fick part of bis nature, whichhe muft deny himfelf 
to put off. | 

THUS dowe facrilegioufly fteal from God 


' apart of his being, and while other Sacrileges 


invade only his patrimony, this commits a riot — 
upon his very sature; yet as if we meant the Pro-. 

verb fhould indemnifie us, and Exchange extin- 
euifh the Robbery,. we add to another attribute 
what we have defalét from this, and amplifie and 
extend his Mercy, as muchas we confine and li- 


mithis Juftice; that is the one infinite Ocean, 


wherein not only we, but himfelf muft be fwal- 
Jowedup. We will think of him under no other 
notion, nor allow him to be any other thing, but 
what fhall be in {ubferviency to this : we will have 
him Powerful to relieve our Diftreffes, but not 
to revenge our Crimes ; Wife to defeat the ma- 
chinations of our #inemies, but not to circumvent - 
ourown indirect or impious Policies; All-fee- 


_ ‘Ingto behold our Wants and Griefs, but not to 


difcern our clofer Guilts; True to perform his 
Promifes, bat not his Threats, In fhort, we 
M3 mode} 
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~ modelall that is in God to our ownwifhes; and 
‘inftead of believing him what he is, phancy him 
' what we would have him. Like Micha, Fudg.17.5. 
_ making us a God for our own peculiar ufe, and. 
forming the Deity we mean to worbhip.A ftrange 
bold Inverfion, for Créatures thus to fafhion their 
Creator, put their own {tamp and imprefs upon 
him, andfhape himto their Phancies. And in- 
_ deed ’tis nothing but Phancy that has to do in this 
Attempt, :and accordingly it muft vanifh as the 
operations of that illufive Faculty ufetode. We 
may reprefent God to our felves as we pleafe, 
but that has no more real snfluence on him, thana 
deforming Optick-glafs has on the Odjeé it dif- | 
guifes, heis {till the fame amidft all our wilde 
conceits of him, and will always make good the 
title, by which he deliver’d himfelfto eMofes, 
Exod. 3.14.1 am that Iam. All that is in him is 
equally immenfe and infinite, his mercy need not 
invade his jufféce to gain itfelf a larger field of | 
action, which is already (as the Pfalnuft {peaks) 
over all bys works; neither his jujfice encroach upon 
his mercy, that having alfo a Province wide 
enough; allimpenitent finners being within its 
Verge, and God knows how much foever we 
Ltreighten it in our opinions, we do indeed too 
much extend it in its real force, by rendring our 
{elves the proper objects of it. Jn fhort, God — 
who isthe author of order and peace, cannot be 
fupposd to be in confufion within himfelf; the di- 
vine Attributes are notin firife, but perfect bar- 
mony ; ‘tis we Only. that have rais’d this — 
° % ‘ . a : C an 
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than Giantick war, notonly againft Heaven, but 
nit. The feveral Luminaries purfue the regular 
motions of the Spheres ; but we confound at once — 
the Laws of their Creation, and their Author too, 
{trive to eclipfe and darken the father of light. 
But if the removing ofan earthly Land-mark be 
a crime punifhable both by God andman, what 


‘Thunder-bolts belong to thofe who thus attempt © 


| . to fet new Boundaries in Heaven, to limit and 
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meafure out even the divine Nature by the pro- 
portions of their own Phancies, and indeed fuch 
temerity as this, is too like to confute itfelf, 
and feel that Juftice it will not believe: yet as 
reat and daringacrime as it is, I fear there are 
a that can totally acquit themfelves of it: for 
though all difavow it, yet he that fhall narrowly 
fearch his own heart,’ will {carce find it clear 
from all degrees of it:. We are all apt to cherifh 
a flattering bope, that God is not fo fevere as he is 
reprefented, or that if in refpeét of his Juftice 
he be 4 ‘confuming fire, yet that Mercy will be 
fure to {natch us out of the burning ; like the An- 
gels to Lot, affift our Efcapes, and provide us 4 
Loar, that our Souls may live: and this Hope 
though founded only in our wsjhes, is very apt to | 
flide into our faith, and make us believe what we 


~ would have: by which means this becomesa kind | 


of Epidemick Herefie, the moft frequent and 
common mifperf{wafion that occurs concerning 
the divine Attributes. 
IT would bea work more long than ufeful to 
recite the feveral errors that have fprung from | 
a ie M4 © this 
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this one.. That of Origen, that the Devils fhould 
finally be faved, is anoted and pregnant Inftance, 
which could be deriv’d from nothing but, this 
unequal apprehenfion of Gods Juftice and Mer- 
cy: And befides all other ancient, we have many 
branches of a later growth, that {pring from the 
fame roof, a fet of cfanfible falfities, which would 
_ guench the i iene Fire, and kill the never 

dying Worm; Ymean thofe allaying foftning de- 
Scriptions fome of this age have made of Hell, 
fome changing the kind, .others abating the in- 
tenfenefs, or at leaft the duration of thofe Tor- 


ments, each fubftracting fo much from this Tc- . 


phet, that they have left Athei/m an cafic task to 
take away the re{t: and may pive fufpicion they 
"mean to vifit that place, which they are fo indu- 
 ftriqusto makeeafie. | 
. BUT whateverthey do themfelves, ‘tis fure 
this is the way to fend others thither, to take off 
their fears of it, to make them think it not fo 
dreadtul a place as.they once fuppos’d, and con- 
fequent!y efs ‘careful to decline the ways that 
eadto it. "Tis indeed too obvious that fuch per- 
{wafions do mightily impugn Chriftian practice, 
gnd embolden men in fin: and God knows we 
need no fuch encouragement ; the more general 
fallacious hopes of Mercy being too fificient 
for that purpofe withou¢ thefe fpernumerary 


deceits : but between the one and the other, ‘Li- 


bertipifm is like to outgrow all reftraints, and 


the Opinion of Gods goodne/s inftead of leading 


gen to repentance, will flackenthofe reins where- 
with 


with our bruitifh Nature fhould be bridled and 
reftrain’d, and we thus left unto the fway of 
luft and paffiot, muft rin headlong upon mine, 
ws the Horfe rufbeth into the Battel. For alas; we 


are riot fo generous as to do well for Vertues- 


fake, nay nor fo provident as to do it for Re- 
ward ; "tis our fear that is the moft prevalent in- 
centive, and accordingly we find cpa gene- 
rally makes her firft impr there. They are 


the ter/or's of the Lora thatdo molt ufually, and - 


moft effectually perfwade men, 2 Gor. §. 11. our 
Hearts ge pricked,and at thofe Orifices pie- 
ty enters. Now twlich‘all thefe terrors ‘fhall be fu- 
perfeded by the opinion of an overwhelming mer- 
CY» when Hell fhall cither be ono Ty ‘or fup- 
pos’d fo £0 annihilate us, that We $hall lofe our 


'paffivenefs with our being, and be,as uncapable of 


fuffcring, as even Heaven ‘itfelf ‘cain make ‘us, 
what will be'left to ‘cngage'ts'to ‘vertue; ‘drdeter 
is ‘fidin vice? ‘Als, do'we'hdt Often (era davin 

Luft'bid'battel to'all the ateifleyy of Heaven meet 
God in‘his lduddft ‘Thiinder, didvetture onda 
nation ih its dreadfulleft form? And-cin'we'think 
it Will’be' miote’ mddeft,. when'itthall betold-thae 


_ they dre only edgelefs tveaponis it Hath to‘eitedtin- 


ter ? That'Géds Thunder ditidftalb its‘noife car- 
ri¢s ino Bolt ? And’thdt' the'Flatr¢s df the’ bottorn- 


may fright, ‘but dt hut us,drat'feaft forhurt'its, 
that We fliall’nat feel id ? When thofe'tubs which 
fear itetpos'd ate thiis ‘retiovell, “tHere is<hb- 


rpo 
thing to ‘Rey ‘the cotitfe of headlong’riot, ‘bie 
ce : . | — prez 
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lefs' pit, ‘ate but'a' yatted fire; “thartit's diftance | 


174 «©=—6 Mafchiefs avifing from Mifiakes Chap,.8. 
precipicioufly it will on, where ever rong defirée 
fhall drive, or flattering luff allure: he that loved 
his fin, even when it threatned him ruine, ferv’d — 
it affiduoufly, when it promifed no other wages 
than death, Rom. 6. 23. how will he hug this vs- 
per when he thinks ’tis ftinglefs, and give up his 
' ear to be bored by that Mafter, which affords him 
prefent pleafures without future {tripes ? We fee 
_ even in Civil matters the prefumption of Impunity 
isthe great nurfe of Diforders, and if it were 
‘not for the coercive powet of Laws we fhould 
foon fee how little the dtreé#ive would fignifie ; 
and doubtlefs ’tis the fame in fpiritual or rather 
worfe, by how much we are more bent upon the 
breaking of Gods Laws than mens, and confe- 
quently will be the more apprehenfive of any En- 
‘couragement, . x 8 
_. OF the truth hereof our experience gives too — 
fad proof, none rufhing fo boldly upon Gods ju- 
fisce, as thofe who have moft fortified themfelves 
againft the dread of it, as if they meant their pra- 
gizce fhould experiment the truth of their /Pecula- 
tion;and make the utmoft trial whether God can 
be provoked or no. Indeed men ufe mercy as.amaz'd 
Paffengers fometimes do a plank in a fhipwrack, © 
Jay fo much weight upon it, as finks both it and 
themfelves; fo Ferithin by too great a confl- 
. dence of their refcue, and finding’a Gu/phwhere . 
_ they expected an rk: not that I fuppofe Mercy 
unable to fupport the weight of all the Perfons, 
nay, and of all the fas in the. world, which have — 
nat the onc ponderous adherent of Impgnitence 
Cees Kaper 


(2 ‘ 


—_ 








@bhap.8. concerning Almighty God, &c. ' 195 


fuperadded; but that is a burthen which even the 
divine Clemency finks under, refufes to plead fuch 
a caufe, and refers it to Fuflice as its proper 
Court: And therefore to fin on, in hope of mercy; 
is to undermine our felves, and commit a folly as 
abfurd as ruinous, I wifh I could fay ’twere not al- 
fo as frequent: but God knows ‘tis every where 
too apparent; men openly avow it, fo that ’tis be- 
come the vulgar Anfwer to every convicting Re- 
proof, that God # merciful: And furely they that 
obferve the growth of vice, fince our new defcrip-" 
tions of Hell came abroad, will have caufeto 
think the one has had no fmall influence on the 
‘other, and that while fome have made it borrow 
the uneafinefs of our humane f{tate‘to make up its 
torments ; they have taken care it fhould be juft, 
and lend us back fins ofa greater magnitude: This 
miferable traffick have thefe Factors fetled,.- be- 
tween the prefent world andthe inferaal region, 
that Hell fhould have Earths pains,& Earth Hells — 
wickedneS; the later alas we are too fully pofleft _ 
of;which is like to fend too many fouls to difcover : 
the deceit ofthe other. In fine, our groundlefs 
confidences of mercy, and thofe other Ghimera’s 
.we forge out of that, are certainly the .moft -fre- 
quent and’ dangerous underminers. of Chriftian 
practice :-thefe like the! Sun giye heat andivigor 
‘to thofe inordinate lufts, which a juftfeer'ofiven- 
geance would as a winters-froft nip, and-deftroy: 


Andtill we lay by thefeeafie flight thoughtsof _ 


‘God, and confider him in-thofe more awful attri- 
butes which exact our reverence, his: grerg-will 
SS ORE eee ae ere aly 
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only ferve to ripen us for his judgment; that 
{mooth and gentle property in God, which to all 
who abufe it not is indeed the osf of gladnefs, will 
thus perverted acquire the more fatal quality of 
Oil, ferve only to intend our flames, and remove 
us as far from the rewards of Piety, as our bold 
phancies have done from the praéfice. | 
 Athird fort of miftakes there are by which 
Piety is obftructed,and thofe are fuch as concern 
Gods providence, about which the world has long 
fince had many difputes; fome entirely denying 
it, as prefuming God fo wholly taken up with the 
contemplation and enjoyment of his own felici- 
ty, that he is utterly inconfiderate of that of 
his creatures, andan unconcern’d freéator of hu- 
mane affairs ; others limiting and reftraining it 
to, thofe things only which themfelves .were 
pleas’d to'think worthy of the divine infpection 
and conduct: But thefe queftions have. been more 
bandicd among Phslofophers than Chreffrans, and 
therefore are beyond our prefent enquiry. Yet 
give me leave by the way toexprefs my fears,that 
thefe errors have yet fome-fecret rooting in too 
amany hearts; that there are many who rather 
formally fay, than cordially believe, that ‘God go- 
verns the World, and difpofes as well-of bumane 
‘as divine things; afafpicion that is réndred too 
-probable by thofe indirect arts men -ufe, to fof- 
‘fefs. themfelves of fecular advantages; for-did 
they ferioufly think, that all thofe things arein 
- -Gods hands, from-whence they are neither ftrong 
nor cunning enough, either to wroft or an 
a me them, 
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them, ‘tis {carce imaginable they fhould attempt 
fuch painful impoffibilities, difquiet themfelves 
in vain,as the Pfzlm:f {peaks, and which is worfe, - 
forfeit all title to them as Gods gifts, by thus af- 
fuming to make them their own. But this is.a 
difquifition 1 muft: leave every man to make in 
his. own heart; only let mefay, that he that has 
there any doubt of Gods univerfa] or particular 
providence, has alfo init the root of all unchrifti- 


an Sias,of Diftruft, Solicitude, and Fraud :. there 
being nothing that can effectually fuperfede our 


own carkings and contrivances for our felves, but 
the affurance that God cares forus. Men being 
ftill aptto {cramble, where there is none from 
whom they expect an orderly and fufficient. di- 


‘{tribution, and therefore this error whereever it 


is found, may-well be reckon’d among:the impe- 
ders of Chriftian duty. : : 
» BUT befidesthofe whothus doubt of Provi- 


‘dence, there are others liable to great miftakes, 
Imean thofe who to their juft belief of Gods.Pro-. 


vidence, fuperadd a greundle{s confidence of their 
own skill in fathoming it; that are not content 
to know it in its produc? and.event, but pretend 
to difcern it in its moft fecret defignments and 
purpofes; and do not fo much reverfe Gods 


difpenfations, as sterpret them. 1 donot here 


mean to condemn all particular. applications of 


-providential Events, .which:are fometimes fo ex- 
‘traordinary.and remarkable, that.they are their _ 
‘own expofiters, and point: out the cenffrucizon we 

“are: to make: and an:humble advertence unto 


{uch, 
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fuch, is not only innocent but neceflary: but 


when men fhall attempt to read every line in © 


Gods hand, to make their own inference from 
every efflux of Providence ; thefe pretenders to 
divine Palmiftry, {eem to differ only thus much’ 
from thofe who make a trade of the natu- 
val, that they Cheat themfelves as well as 
others. 

YET there want not fome who have gone 
yet farther, and think not only to underftand Pro- 
vidence, but a/fiffit: notonly. trace it in allits 
intricate windings, and concealed sntendments, 
but help it in the execution, and give birth to its 
conceptions: Of this fort efpecially are thofe, who 
having pofieft their brains with fome conjectural 
expofitions of ebfcure prophecies, will admini- 
{ter to providence, and call out thofe events they 
expect: andas ifthey were confcious that God 
would not make good their dreams, endeavour to 


doitthemfelves. This Age has afforded too ma- 


ny inftances of this, when the fulfilling of Pro- 
phecses has by fome been made the folemn fum- 

mons to rebellion and bloud : and in order.to the 
| hating and deftroying the whore, Rev. 17. 1. men 
have been animated to hate and deftroy all who 
were not infected with their own Phrenzie. This 
we know has been call’d the helping of the Lord 
againft the mighty, and fomething more than vo- 
tive Curfes awarded to thofe who refus’d to affift. 

Thus have they firft wildly miftaken, and then no 
lefs wildly out-run Gods defigns: as if like Baal, 
 Fudg. 6. he were unable to plead for himfelf, to 
, vin~ 
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vindicate his own caufe, or effect his purpofes . . 


without their help: and having refolved what he 
fhall do, obtrude themfelves upon him as his in- 
{truments ; how repugnant fuch anticipations of 
Providence are to the infereffs of Ib ipersae is 
too apparent from the many deteftable effects they 
have produc’d. | ) ee 
BUT fetting afide thefe, let us return to 
thofe we {pake of before; who prefuming to ex- 
pound providential Events, make them the Cy- 
terson by which to judge both of perfons and of 
caufes, concluding the one loved or hated, the 
other approved or difallowed by God, accordin 
to their profperous or adverfe Succefs. .The finft 
of thefe was by our Saviour exploded, as an un- 


due way of procefs in the Fews, in the cafe ofthe — 


Galileans, and before him Solomon had given it 
asa Maxim, that 2e man could know love or hatred 


by all that t before bim, Eccl.o.1. Andifunder _ 
‘the Fews(b Occonomy, where temporal Bleffings 


made up fo great a part of their Promifes, it was 
fo; much more is it under thé Gofpel,whofe frame 
and compofure is quite diftant ; which inftead of 
propofing fecular profperities to its profelytes, af- 
fures them the contrary ; fets up the Grofs as the 
Standard under which they areto fight, and af- 
fords no temporal Hopes but with an allaying pro- 
vifo of Perfecutions and Afflictions ; nay, the A- -- 


' poftle to the Hebrews goes farther, makes them 


not only snc#dest but neceffary to Chriftians, the 
badge and cognizance of Sonfhip, whileft the ne 
shefening is the fatallelt Sign, « sokge of bafterdy 


and abdication, Heb. 12. 7,8. And doubtlefs the 
experience of every Chriftian afferts the do- 
étrine; we are aj apt with the Prodigal to torfake 
. our fathers houfe, and as long'as we can have the 
_ xiot and not the wants, fhall never think of re- 
turning; we muftbe famifht into confideration, 
and our busks alone will fend us home to the far- 
ged Galf. And can there be a greater indulgence in 
God, than thus to make our Iniquity our Punifh- 
ment, that it may not beour Ruine? Toembit- 
ter thofe fenfualities whofe luf{cionfnefs ferves to 
intoxicate us, and.to clip thofe wings which he 
 feescarry us from him? Stories tell us that the 
Trojan Wives after the deffruétion of their.Coun- 
trey, being wearied with their reftlefs vagrant 
life, neceffitated their Husbands to a fetthement 
by burning theirShips. And.the fame kind ftra- 
tagem-God has. upon.us: he fces that our worldly 
acceffions do rather enlarge than fill our appe- 
- ,tites, and carry us onto farther purfuits, and. by 
drawing us {till more from him the Genter of 
reft, expofe us.to endlefs wandrings, and.then 
what can be kinder than. to refcue us from fuch a 
condition, that Curfe.of Czsn, tobe ¢ fugitive 
per occas hos the earth, to deprive.us:of our 
treacherous profperities, .and fire .thofe .Ships 
-wherein.we.are.preparing ‘like ianap, to fly rons 
the prefence ofthe Lord; fo.by.a:happy deceflity 
forcing us.to fix.our :felves on hint. And-thisis 
the worft God defigns us in every. adverfity : and 
did.we mean.but as well to our.{elyes, ‘we fhould 
- notmifls of receiving the happicit Effects, - 
. _ that 
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that peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs the Apoftle 
{peaks of. Heb. 12. This holy men fo well un- 
derftood, that we find them dread nothing fo 
much as an uninterrupted profperity; they, like 
the Mufcovite Women,grew jealous of Gods love 
when he forbare to {trike ; upon which {core it is, 
thatin the Ancient Fathers, there are fomany 
folemn petitions for ftripes; fuch importunate 
folicitations for thofe medicinal correétsons,where- 
in they judg’d both Gods kindnefs and their own 
fafety toconfift. | : 


- AND then how perverfe, how prepofterous 


are our meafures, when we conclude quite the 
other way, eftimate Gods love only from ostmard 
facceffes; and think he is never angry but when he 
fmites : a Perfwafion, whichas it is very falfe in 
its grounds, fo very pernicious in its effeéts, and 
creates hopes and fears, as fallacious as itfelf. 
For firft, if we apply it to our felves, it produces 


mifchiefs proportionable to the divers {tates un- - 


der which we are. Ifa man be full and profperons; 
it makes him proud and fecure, for when he has 


not only the poffeffion of thofe things the World | 


values, but takes them as an atteftation of Gods 
peculiar kindnefs and approbation, what fhould 
make him either confider or reform his guilts ? 
Ifhe have fanctity enough to poffefs him of Gods 
favour, and all thefe profitable effects of it, he 


will not eafily be perfwaded he needs more: and | 


any man that fhall tell him he does, fhall be heard 
with the fame indignation wherewith Crafus en- 


" tertain’d Salon, when he found him queftion that 


| happinefs, 
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_happinefs, which he expected he fhould have ad- 
miv'd. Profperity is in itfelf an emboldning 
thing, but when backt by this Opinion of it, 
_ gtows into all infolence, till at laft it even recoil 


in the face of the Donor, and dare God byall  - 


‘thofe enormous riots, to which it enables Men. 

~ ON the other fide,this Opinion prefents a lefs 
_merry,but not lefs dangerous Temptation to thofe 
in se ; for when they fhall look on them- 
- felves ortly as the Anvil for Gods ftrokes, they 
will be too apt to complete the parallel by an- 
{wering it in berdnefs and inflexibility; have the 
aitisusoy vsv, asthe Father calls it, which reverbe- 
rates the blow on him that gave it. Perfevering 
wickednefs is fo naturally the iflue of Defperati- 
on, that we find the Jews take up the one meerly 
to countenance the other, pretend bopelefnefs to 


avoid reformation: Thus we find it, Ezek. 33.10. 


Our iniquities are ya #5, and we pine away in: ° 


them, how fhould we sve? And again more plain- 
| Pa Fer. 18.12. There tno hope, and then the In- 
er 


ence is ready, Jet us walk every one in bisown — - 


ways. Endeavour is the child of hope,and we at- 
tempt not toattone one whom we conclude im- 
placable ; fothat Wrath may confume, but will 
never melt us; ‘tis Love only that has that foft- 
ning, diflolving Power, and unlefs we difcerna 
mixture of thatin Gods infliétions, they will ne- 
verrender us malleable to his impreffions. We 
kifs a Fathers hand and rod, when an Executio- 
ners ftroke we fuffer rather than bear. St. Fobs 
tells us we love God becaufe he hoved us, 1 Fobn 4. 


oe 19 : 
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19. I wifh all men would make good the Infe- 
rence; but ‘tis fure they. are too apt to doit in 
the feverfe, and will hate ik they apprehend 
themfelves hated ; a {tate which at once exempli-. 
fies, and anticipates the worft part of Hel to us, 
yet very incident to thofe who interpret every 
{troke of Gods, asthe effect ofenmity and utter 
averfion. Thisistodo thattoour felves which | 
the Devils fo deprecated from Chrift, to torment 
us before our Time, it being peculiar to the venge- 
ance of the other World to be meerly punitive, 

that here being rather di/cspline than vengeance,de= 
fign'd to reduce,. not deftroy us: and indeed be- 

fides the pain of fenfe whichthis Error creates, | it 

dees ( to perfect the Hell ) givethat of /o/s alfo; 

deprives us of one of the great Evangelical felsci- 

ties, that of rejoycing sn Ivsbulations, which our 

Saviour thought fo confiderable, as to infert 

among{t his Beatitudes; and his Apoftles fre- 

quently mention it triumphantly as the great pr:- 

viledge and prerogative of a Chriftian. For ifall | 
adverfe fucceffes be a note of Gods disfavour; 
there will be no place for joy even in the moft pi- 
ous fufferings. St. Stephens ravifhing profpect 
will be intercepted, and. a Martyrs death be as 
uncomfortable as.a Malefaéfors. But if thefe 
were the only fufferings to which joy were an- 
next, there would be but too few concern‘ in the 
deprivation; thofe wherein we are more univer-_ 
fally interefled, are thofe Chaftifements of God 
which our Guilts provoke; which though in re- 
{peg of their caufe they pe Matters of the a 
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eft fadnefs, yet in regard of their fignificaney and, 
effeét, they are Grounds of comfort ; they fignifie 
_ that God ( however difpleas’d ) yet has not aban- 
doned the care of us; thinks us worth his corre- 
éfion, and defigns our reducement: and the Effect 
will (if not obf{tructed by us ) be anfwerable to 
that defign: our Chafening here refcues us from 
the fins, and confequently the condemnation of the 
world, 1 Cori 14. 32. and this is fure no flight mo- 
tive of rejoycing ; and we are very unjuft to God 
and our felves, if we will exchange it for the ful- 
~ Jen murmurs of a defperate incorrigiblenefs. 

AND as this perfwafion is thus pernicious in 
reflection on our felves, fo neither is it more in- 
nocent when applied to others ; for firft, if we look 
on the men that profper in the world, asthe 
Pfalmifi {peaks, Pfal. 73. 12. we fhall too often 
find them anfwer the charaéfer he gives them in 
the former part of the Pfaim, and when from _ 

their temporal afluence we fhall conclude Gods 
favour tothem, ‘twill be hard refifting the temp- 
tation, which ( without that Argument ) the P/aé- 
mift was under, of thinking it vain to cleanfe our 

hearts, or wafh our hands in tnnocency. Nay, we fhall 
bs apt to joyn our fuffrage to thofe in Mahachy 3. 
15.and call the proud,bappy:and if we efteem them 
fo, ’tis natural todefire to be like them; fo we 
fhall quickly grow to defpife a poor or affiséted In- 
nocence, andembrace all thriving profperous fins. 

ON the other fide, if we look on others in an 
adverfe calamitous ftate, this Opinion fuggefts 
hardand fevere fentences concerning them, in- 

clines 
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clines us to judge where we fhould fuccour, and 
' how great an accumulation of Mifery that is, we 
may learn from Fob, whom we find not fo often 
nor fo paffionately complaining of any ofhis pref- 
fures, as of the unkind cenfures of his Friends, 
who weighing in this deceitful balance of tempo- 
ral fuccefles, made very falfe judgements of him, 
and as ifthey wereto Glean after Satan, endéa- 
voured to defpoil him of that only comfort his 
malice had left, the Confcience of his Innocency. 
This is, as the Pfalmifi {peaks, to perfecute him 
whom God has fmitten, and to talk tothe grief of 
thofe whore he bath wounded, a thing repugnant to 
the common temper of humanity, and much © 
more to that tendernefs, thofe affections and 
bowels Chriftianity requires; and therefore in 
this refpect alfo, we may reckon this perfwafion 
very injurious to Chriftian duty. © | 
_ NOR isitlefs fo when applied to Caufes, in - , 
which it is full as deceitful a Rule as it is in Per- 
fons: God has defign’d us another meafure of our 
undertakings; his word and Jaw, by the general 
proportions whereof, we are to fquare and ac- 
commodate our particular aétrons: he fends us ~ 
not to his providence, and the various diftributi- 
‘onsofthat, or allows us to judge of the Fu/fice, — 
by the Succeof our Attempts. If that werethe _ . 
trial, *twere impoffible for any enterprize to be 
lawful, fince that which fhould legitimate it, is 
fubfequent to it, and.can have no influence on it, | 
tothe makingit good or bad : and as it does not 
make, fo neither does it infallibly fignifie it to be 


N 3 either: 


186  eMifchiefs arifing from Miftakes Ehap.8- 


either: and of thofe who prefume it does, I 
fhould ask whence it came to do fo? Jf by any af- 
fignation of God, let them produce it; and if not 
~ thence, I’m fure it can make no pretence to cer- 
' tainty, God having no where oblig’d his Previ- 
denceto make good our phancies and conjeétures. 
Nay, if we look into Scripture-examples, we 
fhall find this irrefragably confuted; the fame 
Caufe having at feveral times differing fuccefs. 
Dhus the Ifraelites were difcomfited at their firft 
affault upon Ai, and yet fuccesful after; "twas 
fomething extrinfick to the caufe that made the 
variation, that {till continuing the fame. The 
like we find inthe cafe of the Benjamites, who 
though in as illan engagement as can well be ima- 
sin d,had yet two victories over the ether Tribes, 
Fudg. 20. But there is one inftance that may 
ferve forall, and that isthe taking of the Ark by 
the Philifines; he that fhall contemplate that, 
will fure never think fit to meafure caufes by fuc- 
cefs, unlefs he will give the deference alfo to Da- 
gon, who then triumpht in the fpoils of the God 
of Ifrael. Infhort, ‘tis evident victories are not 
{fo entail’d upon the jufteft caufes, but that they 
may be, and often are cut off,cither by the guilts . 
of the undertakers, or by fome other fecret difpo- 
fal of the Divine wifdom; but the former is fo 
frequently the obvious caufe of it, that we are 
not often put to refort to the later. “Tis no 
{trange thing to {ee all I/rael troubled by anAchan, 
or have the Ark taken captive from off the fhoul- _ 
ders of a Hophni and Phineas,. nor will it ever be 
| | poffible 
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poffible for the beft caufe to fecure itfelf from the 
blafting influence of its Abettors crimes. 

T HIS is foclear and evident'a Truth, that 
tis matter of fome wonder, how the contrary 
perfwafion fhould ever infinuate itfelf; and in- 
deed it is not probable it ever had, if Intereft, 
that grand Sophzfer, had not introduced it. Men 
engage in defigns not on intuition of their /ewfuj- 
ne(s, but profit ; and when they are fuch as nothing 
can warrant 4 priore, their only referve is to make 
them good d pofferzore; to bring a licence after 
the fact,and juftifie their beginning by their end ; 
which how ridiculous foever it may feem to fober 
reafon, yet fuch is the natural fhame, or fecular 
inconvenience of owning an unjuft Ad, that men 
will wrap themfelves, though in the thinneft and 
moft diaphanous veils, make ufe of the abfurdeft 
pretences, and fainteft colours to fhadow their 
Guilt, and whileft confcioufnefs bids them fay 
fomewhat for themfelves, and the cafe affords no 
folid plea, they are driven to thefe deplorable 
fleights and fubterfuges.. Indeed this is an argu- 
ment that ftands fingle, and is feldom us‘d but 
in thofe caufes that admit of no better ; which we 
may reafonhbly conclude to be the reafon, why it 
was fo much infifted on by our late difturbers, 
who in fuch abundance of light, as they own'd, 
. could not be fuppos’d ignorant enough tobelieve — 
themfelves: “twas certainly the deftitution of 
better arguments that caft them upon this, forc’t _ 
them to ranfack the flcoran, and rifle a piece of 
Turkifh Divinity to make good their Suint/hp. 
TS N44. They 
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~ They now difcern the unskilfulnefs of that plea, 
which a little time has converted to an accufation. 


_ , The great change it has pleas’d God to make 


among us,retorting their conquering Syllogifmes, 
and making them need a new fuccefs to juftifie 


‘ . their vaunts of the old. God grant we may not 


here relieve them again, and by our perfonal fins, 
help them ‘to that which the juftice of their Caufe 
never did, nor is like to acquire them. | 
BUT though this plea of fuccefs be frequent- 
ly urg’d in policy, yet it prevails with many who. 
know not that itis fo; indeed the vulgar are fo 
much fubjected to their fenfes, that generally the 
conclufions drawn thence are eafily embrac’d, 
when thofe from Reafon and Confcience havea 
double difficulty, firft to be underftood, and 
next tobe admitted, and the moft elaborate dif- 
courfe fhall not convince them of the right of that 
caufe, which in the laft appeal to Gods ‘Tribunal 
by War, has been openly condemn’d ; whileft the 
(boils of vidtory as much fatisfie the Utnderftand- _ 
‘ing,of the juftice of the Prize, asthe Defire, with 
the wealth or glory of it. And this is it which ren- 
ders fuch kind of arguings very pernicious, they © 
being fo fitted to the common temper, that they 
feldom mifs to be effectual; and engage the hea- 
- dy multitude inthe Profecutien of the worft de- 
, fiens, that are recommended to them by. the one 
Catholick vertue of Succefs. This is indeed as the 
Prophet {peaks, Ez. 13. 22. to firengthen the Hands — 
of evil doers, that they turn not from their wicked- 
nefS; to dazzle-their Eyes fo with the {plendor of 
a fo: profperous 
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profperous iniquity, that they can’never come to 
take an exact view, and difcern it in its true 
form: And doubtlefs this was none of the leaft- 
prevailing arts of feducement among us,and drew 
in many to abet thofe feditious practices, which 
all Laws of God and Man prohibited, and where- 
by Chriftian Religion has at once been violated and 
defam’d; hasnot only ber precepts broken, but 
her felf a{perft with the foul confequences of that ~ 
difobedience, and fo buys one injury with ano- 
ther; the contempt of her duthority with the lofs 

of her Reputation. | 7 | 
WE have now feen the si confequences iffuing 
from thefe miftakes of Gods Providence, but we 
muft take notice that there remains yet as great 
or greater danger on the other fide; and thata 
‘total negleét is worfe than an erroneous conftruétion 
of it. For though God hath fecluded us from 
that mote exact minute difcerning of his purpo- 
fes, yet he means not his drfpenf{attons fhould be ~ 
lookt on as wholly enfienificant, and therefore has 
given us the general {cope and meaning of them, 
according to which we are to limit and reftrain 
our wandring gueffes, andalfo judge of particular — 
events. Now as Gods original and primary defign 
in the creation of Man, was to render hima fad- 
ject capable of eternal happine{s;, {o alfo have all his 
fubfequent As toward him aim’d at the fame end: 
and becaufe there is nothing removes man fo far 
from that grand purpofe of his being as Sin; - 
therefore God has made the fuppreffing of that, 
the univerfal inttendment of his difpofals concern- 
ing 
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ing us: fo that the moft different difpenfations 
do feverally purfue that one end; profpersty and 
| adverfity in their fucceffive changes are fent to re- 
claim us from the error of our ways, with this only 
- difference, that the one leads, the other drives. 
This is afferted by St. Paul, who tells. us, that 
the goodnefs and long-fuffering of God ts to lead us ta 
| Repentance, Rom. 2.5. And alfo that when we 
are judo’d, we are chaffened of the Lord, that we 
may not be condemned with the World, 1 Cor. 11.32. 
Ard indeed the whole Scripture runs in the fame 
_ ftrain; and both from profperous and adverfe 
fucceffes urges the obligation to obedience. This 
is the notice God expects we fhould take ofall 
his dealings towards us. And the want thereof 
we find often fharply upbraided by God tothe 
Fews: how often does he recount his redeeming 
them from -Zgypt, his enftating them in Canaan, 
and all his wondérful works for them, with an ac- 
cufing reflection upon their ingratitude; and 
that we may know his Fudgments arc no lef{sto 
be accounted for than his Mercies, we find him, 
Amos 4. making a Catalogue of them, and clofing 
every period with this Pathetick Reproof of their 
obftinacy, Yet have ye not returned tome, fatth the 
Lord. In fhort, God requires that we fhould ob- 
ferve every turn of his band, in order to the re- 
forming our own dives, and by the feveral meds- 
ums of Gratitude or fear, infer that neceffary Gon- 
clufion of a fincere univerfal Obedience; and the 
neglect of this is the crime the P/alms# menti- 
ons, Pfalm 28. 5. with fo fevere 4menace, They 
ieee regard 
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regard not the work of the Lord, nor the operation of 
bis hands. | 
AN D as thisis requir'd from fingle perfons, 
fo alfo from Societies and Communities, which 
as they arcin their publick capacities the moft 
eminent fubjects of Judgments or Mercies, fo 
are they the moft eminently accountable for both. — 
And though the Neglect and Abufe of Gods me- | 
thods be a very provoking gus/t when ’tis only | 
perfonal, yet is it much more fo, when it becomes 
national: And therefore as itis every mans con- 
cern forhisown peculiar toexamine how hehas 
anfwered Gods methods towards him, fo is itan 
enquiry very pertinent in relation tothe Publick 
alfo; efpecially where the difpenfations have been 
remarkable and extraordinary; in which refpect 
the Inquifition cannot appear more neceffary for 
any than th Nation; upon which confideration 
J hope the Reader will think it no unpardonable 
digreffion, if we awhile turn afide after it. 

T is the affirmation of our Bleffed Saviour, that 
where much t given, there fhall be much requir'd; 2 
thing fo confonant with natural Equity, that we 
all give our fuffrage to it, by making it the mea- 
fure of our expectations in fecular things, where- 
in every man looks for returns proportionable to 
his expence or Induftry. The Husbandman ex- | 
pects a Grop an{werable to his Seed and Labour: 
arid in the nobler cultures of the Mind, we juftly 
exact of our Pupils to let their manners atteft the 
difcspline they have been under: According to 
which eftimate we muft refolve, that Gods expe- 
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tations from us of thy Nation cannot but be very 
high, there being no people under the Sun,whom 
he has more fignaliz'd as own immediate care, 
on whom the Divine Oeconomy has more conftant- 
ly and even folicitoufly attended in all the variety 
of feafonable and powerful applications. - 
~ YJ SHALL not aflume the work of a Chre- 
sicle, by giving aferies of all thofe mercies, we 
_ yeceiv’d in the loins of our Anceftors; and of 
which we have provided one unhappy memorial, 
J mean our naufeating and defpifing them; it ha- 
ving been the bufine{s of our days, to difentail 
thofetwo moft ineftimable Bleffings, of a pure 
Religion and outward Peace, which our immedi- 
ate Progenitors left us; and to derive to our po- 
{terity the contrary mifchiefs of impiety and 
confufion. | | 
~ BUT notto ravel fo far back, I fhall confine 
my reflections to fo late a date, that I fhall not 
need to befpeak the faith afforded to Hifforians ; 
{carce any that can be my Reader, but is qualified 
_ tobe my wstnefs too; and muft acknowledge that 
there has on Geds part been no Method wanting, 
that might purifie us to himfelf 2 Peculsar people 
zealous of Good works, To that end of refining 
and cleanfing us it was, that he kept us fo long in 
the furnace,permitted us to thofe manyFiery trials 
of our late calamitous days. "Twere impertinent 
here to give a Defcription of thofe fufferings which — 
every mans Memory can fo readily reprefent to 
him; orto paint that Flame whofe fcorchings we 
have felt; ‘tisenoughto fay, that God appear’d 
| : in 


in them,earneftly induftrious to have reduced us; 
like 4 skelful Captasn befieg’d us clofely, ftraitned 
us fo in all our interefts, that it was fcarce pof- 
fible for us to fly any where but to himfelf. In- 
deed he that would make up an exact Catalogue 
of our Calamities, muft calculate in how many 
inftances humane nature may be paffive; there 
being {carce any of our fuffering capacities, to | 
_ which they were not liberally apportioned, our 
|  Eftates, our Perfons, our Friends, and whichis . 
| more than all our Gonfciences, all groaning under 
the weight of that Yoke, which our own Sins pre- 
par’d, and other mens fins put on. . Which way 
foever we lookt, we faw nothing but that which 
might confume our Eyes and grieve our Heart : If - 
on the Church, we faw that torn by Schifm, 
fpoil’d by Sacriledge; the abomination of defo- 
lation {tanding in the Holy place, and the houfe - 
of Prayer made in the moft literal fenfe 4 den of" 
Thieves. \f on the State, we faw the breath of 
our Noftrils, the Anointed of the Lord taken in 
their Pits, Imprifon’d, and Arraign’d, and barba- 
roufly Murder’d, by thofe who flew him, like 
the Heir in the Gofpel, that they -might feize on 
his Inheritance. We fawthisand all other Mif- 
chiefs eftablifht by ¢ Law, and made as irrever- 
-fible as powerful malice could render them. And. 
now in fucha diftrefs, who would not think that 
fuch a neceffity fhould have become our vertue ? 
and fo perfect a deftitution compell’d our refort 
to the Divine aid? And as little oppreft States . 
us'd to make themfelves homagers to the Romans, 
| ' : fe 
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toengage their Seon ; fo we fhould have 
made an entire furrendry of our felves to God, 
that we might have gain’d a title to his re{cues and 

deliverances. | 
T HIS genuine and kindly effect I doubt not 
but it had in fome, 1 would fain think in many ; 
but we are not now confidering particulars, but 
the community ; and therefore how fincere foever 
fuch perfonal reformations were, they muft not 
come under the account of publick and general, 
unlefs for their Number and Eminency they had 
been fufficient to have overwhelmed the contrary 
perverfenefs : Many there might be whofe hearts 
(as ’tis faid of Fofiahs, 2 Chron. 34.27. ) did melt,. 
and yet the far greater number of the obdurate, 
{till juftly denominate us @ fliff neck’d people; an 
Epithet wherewith God often reproaches the 
Fews, and fure we have no lefs evidenced our title 
to it; foralas, as if we had meant to revenge the 
inexorablenefs of our oppreflors towards us, in 
our obftinacy to God ; as if when we could keep 
nothing elfe, we had yet referv’d this fullen com- 
fort, of having our hearts impregnable, we made 
a fhift to hold out againft all thefe batteries; 
there was little + 5 Saget and lefs reality of Re- 
pentance ; and if fome of our /ufts were at all lefs 
Yaging, ‘twas only becaufe they were ftarved into 
a little tamenefs, the fuppltes cut off which 
- fheuld maintain our Riot: but when any recruits 
could be had,they were devoted that way,and even 
in the worft of times we mift not to be as luxuri- 
ous as we wereable: andas though we = 
ce ne eae eee that 
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that vice like the Sea,fhould gain in one part what 
it loftin another ; we took order that what was 
thus inevitably defaulkt from thofe expenfiveSins, 
Should be made up in the cheaper : we could curfe, 
and f{wear, & blafpheme in {pight of Sequeffration, 
and this wretched Immunity we made abundant 
ufe of, till we even became Proverbial for it; 
and gave our enemies pretence to faften it on us 
as our diftinctive Character. Yet to fhew our 
felves generous finners, there was one vice we ' 
bought at a dear rate, [mean ouras imprudent, 
as unchriftian animofities, and picques among our 
felves; a fin that helpt to revenge all the reft: 
and was as well upon a humane,as divine account, 
a grand inftrument of our ruine. To thefe we — 
may add our impatient murmurs at our {uffer- 
ings, which did in fome work fo prepofteroufly, 
as to reconcile them to the inflicters, made them 
unworthily defert that caufe, they found charge- 
able to maintain, and. contrary to the advice of 
Solomox, Chufe the ways of thofe oppreffors 
whofe profperity they envied, Prov.3.. But of 
thefe real Apoftates the number I hope was not 
great, Iwifh I could fay fo alfo of thofe feeming 


defertors, whofe knees bowed to Baal,’ though 


their hearts did not : who belied their own boyal- 
ty, and inafhew of compliance proftituted con- 
fcsence in feveral Engagements as incenfiftent 
with cach other, as they all were with duty; and 
fuch as they pretended no excufe for their taking, 
but their refolutions of breaking. It wasindeed a 
fad {pectacle to fee what fhoals every —s 
lu 
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| Edict brought in; while men ran in as much 
hafte to take the opportunity of Perjury, 


_ as the Primitive. Chriftians were wont to do of 


. Martyrdom: Andeed herein we feem’d to invade 
our enemies peculiar, would not fuffer them to 
’ enjoy thofe marks of diftinction, they had framed 
to themfelves ; fo that as far as Oaths could fisni- 
fie, we were all one Party. And yet while we thus 
-difclaim’d Gods reliefs by thefe indirect attempts 
ofour own, we took it very ill that he left us to 
the fuccefs of them: That he profper’d not thofe 


“methods he had interdicted, and made us Trium- | | 


phant, not only over our Enemies but himfelf 
too: and upon this fcore many mutinous d/a/- 
- phemies were utterd and perhaps fome more 
thought, though I confefs, generally we were 
‘not fo modeft, as to {tick at faying the worft we 
could think; andindeed they that heard the fre- 
quent doubts men own'd of Gods juftice, pro- 
vidence, nay his very being, would not think 
they fuppreftany thing as too ‘ill to be fpoken: 
we laid boundlefs expectations upon the juftice 
ofourcaufe, andas if we had extremely oblig’d 
God by ‘not being Trastors, or Schifmaticks, 
thought he wrong’d us extremely that he made 
us not Vidtors. Samuel tells Saul, that Rebellion 
was likeWitcheraft; but we {cem’d to think Lgy- | 
_ alty was fo; that likea fpell it was to keep us. 
invulnerable, not only againft our enemies but 
our Selves: and fo cowntercharm all our crimes,, 
that they fhould only be active to pleafe,not hurt 
us. Butif in the laft place we reflect ' = 

| ee elves 


-  felves even in relation to that caufe in which we fo 
-  tauch confided, ’tis tobe fear’d all men will not 
be able to evince they fuffer’d for God andthe 
- Kang, though they did it in their quarrel: “tis the 
_ Intent muft. denominate whofe Martyrs they 
were, it beingtoo frequent for private paffions 
and interefts, to march under the banner of con- 
_ {cience; andwe callthat fometimes taking up 
_ the Crofs, which is only the taking up an. animo- 
fity or humor. Indeed ’tis not poffible for any to 
be Gods Martyr,who is not firft his Servant: none 
of us will fuffer the greateft things for a perfon 
for whom we will not do the leat ; and “tis ab- 
furd Hypocrifie for a man to pretend he has left 
al for God, who we fee cannot be woed to leave 
the-moft defpicable Juf for him. He that will 
not part with the neife ofa: loud Oath, the plea- 
fure of an intemperate Cup, the applaufe of 2 
profane Jef for God, will furely much lefs ex- 
pofe his liberty, his effate, his dife for him: and 
therefore what‘hazards foever any man ran in any — 
efthofe, hetan with no juftice fet it upon Gods 
wecount, unlefs he can produce fuch other acts — 
sf obedience, as may witnefs this tobe truéand 
genuine. Andupon thistiial, I fear God’s party 
will'appearto’have been but fmall among us, and 
pethaps the King’s not much greater, it being not’ 
. ¥éry probable that thofe fhould: have any great 
fenle of duty to‘hin, that had none to God : or 
that thofe’fhould religionfly revere one Cont- 
fnandment, ‘who defpifed the other nine. But we 
‘seed not the help of no and ptobatility us 
Se : a tnis 
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this matter, the mutinous and infolent behaviour 
of many who profeft loyalty, did too clearly 
evince it: And as it is faid of Fozb, that he 
turn’d after donijab, though he turn’d not after 
Abfalom, 1 Kings 2.28. and fome of ours had lit- 
tle private rebellions of their own,even while they 
_ oppos’d the more publick. 1 love not to pafs 
cenfures on mens thoughts, yet I doubt fome 
would be too con{cious to confute me, ifIfhould | 
fay there wanted not thofe, who owed their zeal 


_ totheir Spleen, and did not fo much love thofe : 


they fought for,as hated thofe they fought againfi. : 
And it may perhaps deferve enquiry, whether - 
that demure pretence of holinefstheir Adverfaries  : 
had put on, did not more avert fomeof our Li- - 
bertines from them, than all their veal crimes: | 
- They perhaps fo far miftook them, as to fufpect + 
they might be in carneft, when they profeftto ; 
advance the power of Godline(S, and at thattook - 
an Alarm, and fuch. Men (if fuch there were ) 
contended not for the Liberty of their Countrey, - 
but their Lufs; and could with no juftice, ex- . 
pect cither a reputation, or fuccefs fromthat : 
caufe which they at oncehelpt todefameand de- - 
_ feat. Lam lothtogo farther, and fufpect that. 
even fome of the devouter fort were infpir’d more - 
by the Spirit of oppofition than Piety; yet I con- 
fefs tis hard to refift that furmife, when’tis 
confider’d that our Liturgy never had its due ve- 
-neration, but when the Direéfory was fet upa- 
gainft it. Indeed he that fhall remember how 
our private Oratories were then throng’d and 
_ —— grouded ; 


and plead for our otherGuilts. |. 1... 
THIS isthetrue, though not full account of 
“Difeipline, thus did 


Verice 


Brick-kilns, they multiplied the more, for. their 
oppreffion; we debaycht even our Executio- 
ners, and made every new. oalamty fupply us 
with fome. new. vice. And now when Gods rod 
was thus defpis'd, we. were inal] reafon to ex- 
pcc¥ he fhould draw his ford, revengé our_re- 
oo = Oz 7 fiftance 


200 Mifchiefs avifing from Miftakes Qbay.8- 


fiftance of his methods, by fomewhat we could. 
not refift, make our Plagues as obftinate as our 
Selves, and involve us in hopelefs inevitable ruine. 
Thus certain fearful looking for of Fudgment, Heb. 
x10. 27. was all we had left our felves, of all the 
tich patrimony we were once pofieft of; and our 
prefent mifery feeni'd impoffible to expire any 
way but by dying into greater. | 

B UT as great artificers are us'd to magnifie 
their Art, by chufing the moft unlikely materi- 
als;-fodidit pleafeGod in this total indifpofed- 
nefs ofours, when we were fo unapt fubjects to 
illuftrate his mercy, andas ifhe defign’d this #.2- 
tional deliverance fhould (in its proportion ) be 
the Tranfcript of our more untverfal redemption, 
he vifited us not only in this ftate of mifery, but 
enmity ; when we had fet our felves in defiance 
of his judgments, he laid as it were an Ambufh of 
mercy for us, and furpriz’d us with fafety: by 
fuch undifcernible ways return’d the captivsty of 
our Sion, that we were indeed delivered lske them 
that dream,Pfal.126.1. gave us a viefory without a 
war; without the intervention of garments rolled 
in bloud, Lfa. 9. 5. invefted us in our Triumphant 
robes, and ina word, made us infenfibly to glide 

into our long ws profperity. | 
-~ AND nowwhocan imagine, but this mira- 
culous Mutation without us, muft alfo work a 
Change withinus? Indeedthey muft have avery 
ill opinion of humane nature, that ean think it 
poi it fhould have perverfenefs enough to re- 
fift fuch endearments; fuch kindly Heat = 
- ped 
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needs be fuppos’d to melt us; and if before our 
Pride difdain’d to be compell’d, yet even that 
{tubborneff part of us cannot object againft the 
being courted into amendment. So that when God 
has thus yielded to our terms, left us not fo much 
asa Punéisho in our way to Piety, ‘tis but a rea- 
fonable expectation we fhould embrace it with as 
siege Farneftnefs, as it was formerly rejeéfed 
us. | 
AND would God we could fay we did fo; 
but alas, we ftill affect prodigies, take a kind of 
wanton Joy in defeating Gods defigns, and as if 
we afpired to vye Miracles with him, have made ~ 
our returns as umparallel’d as his mercies; fo 
that the fum of our account is this. No Nation 
was ever more fignaliz’d by Gods goodnefs, or . 
its own perverfene(S, it being hard to determine in 
which of thofe ref{pects it is moft emsment. That 
thisis in the general perfectly trué, there are 
too many particulars ready to teftific, indeeda 
whole cloud of Witnefles do concur to the’pro- 
ving the charge. I fhall not undertake to examine 
all, yet fome of the principal it will not be amifs 
to take notice of. 7 | 
BEFORE weenqnuire into the ufe we have. 
made of Gods Mercies, let us a little confider 
what our fenfe ofthem is; and fure of all the sn- 
terrogateries we can put to our felves, this ap- 
pears the eafie/?, the moft gentle favourable Teft, 
that even our own partialities could elect for us ; 
it being fo natural to men in mifery to value a re- 
{cue, and celebrate their deliverers, that the 
. : "03 meen 


202 eMifchiefs arifing from Miffakes Chap.8, 
re 
contrary would be the only wonder: we fee 
even the Jews, who were none of the moft mal- 
leable people, yet deliverances made ‘impreffi- 
ons onthem, fetthem to their devout proceffions 
and folemn hymns in praife of God: nay fucha 
piece of native Religion is this, thatthe Hea- 
thens exemplifie it to us. The Philiftins when 
they had taken Samp/on, magnified their Dagon,as 


having delivered their enemy and the deftroyer of 
their countrey into their hands, Fudg.16.°24. So 


upon the victory over Saul, t Sam. 31. 9. they 
fent round about to publifh it inthe houfe of their 
Idols. Andin all ftories we find, the Heathen 


Altars were never fo loaden with Sacrifices, as - 


upon fuch occafions: and the Gofpel tells us, 
that thofe on whom Chrift beftowed miraculous 
cures, were fo tranfported with them, that their 
_ gratitude fupplanted their obedience, and made 
them notwithftanding his prohibition, ‘preclaim 
the wonders he had done for them: But I fear if 
we reflect upon our felves, we fhall not be able'to 
match any of thefe inftances. . *Tis true our late 
change was entertain’d with a Joy profufe enough, 
but not enough religious. We faw that great 
things were done for us, and thereof we rejoyced ; 
but we did not fo much confider that the Lord had 
done them, Pf 114. and fo were rather affected 
with the rarity and profttablenefs, than the mercy 
and ‘kindnefs of the Difpenfation: and though 
the-care ofour Governours have provided for the. 
-seligious part alfo, affign’d days of Purim for the 
‘perpetual commemoration of our del:verance, 
Le Ps : : yet 
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yet our flight obfervance of them does too fully 
evince our Joy was meerly fecular; and furely 
he that obferv’d the numerous and loud acclama- 
tions inthe ffreets, and the few faint Hallelujahs 
in the Temple, muft needs fay they were very dif- 
proportionate, and that how much foever the 
moft of us rejoyc’t, it was not inthe Lord: and 
then we are not to wonder that it was fo tran- 
fient ; fince it was mcerly earthly, it muft needs 
partake of the fadingnefs of its original: where- 
as had we deriv’d it higher, it would have been 
‘baffing and durable; it could not fo fuddenly 
have expir'd, had we fetcht it from him, in whofe 
prefence ts fuluefs of joy, and at whofe right hand are 
pleafures for evermore. But alas, our tranfports 
were fuchas exhaufted themfelves in their own 
noife, we expreft our Joy in Bonfires, and it va- 
pour'd away in the fmoke; there wanted that . 
mixture of Piety which fhould have fix’d that vo- 
latile paffion, and we who at firft were much more 
glad than thankful, within a very fhort time cea- 
fedtobeeither. 
AND then as violent Heats when once ex- 
ir'd, are fucceeded by the extremeft Cold; {9 
: e it fared with us; we fell from our Extafies. 
not tothe mean, but the contrary extreme ; our — 
vaft complacencies at their parting, carried with 
them cven ordinary contentation, and left us 
not only joylefs, but impatient. It was indeed 
matter of Equal fhame and wonder, to fee a fcene 
fo fuddenly chang’d, wherein as in many other 
inftances, we feem’d to have tranf{crib’d the co- 
04 py 
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py of the mutinous I/raelstes, whom we find in 
the very fame Chapter, Exod.15, triumphing and 
rpining and no fooner were the Timbrels out 
of their bands, but Complaints were in their 
mouths, verfe 24. What fhall we drink? Andinthe 
beginning of the next, with the fame querulous 
importunity they require meat. But not to wron 

them in the comparifon, their Murmurs had 
fome extenuating circumftances which ours have 


not; they look’t indeed with fome appetite upon | 


eEgypt, and made fome propofals of Return,but 
it was while they fuffered the hardfhips of the 


wildernefs; they preferr'd a repleted flavery, be- 


fore a hungry freedom; but even they were not 
fo frantick in their mutinies, as to make any fuch 
offer in Canaan, or have any Emulation to the 
Garlick and Onions, amid{t the affluence of Milk 
and Honey: No ’tis we Alone that have the un- 
happy skill of reconciling the fins of Canaan, and 
the Wildernefs ; murmur as much under our Fines 
and Fig-trees,as at Rephidim,or eMarab,and make 
all the out-cries of want and flavery, whileft we 
wallow in the utmoft luxury of plenty and free- 
dom. Ineed not hear {pecifie the particulars of 
our Murmurings, this difcourfe being not like- 
ly to find many whofe innocence will need that 
information, this malignant humor having fpread 
fo, that ’tis now become almoft a {candalous 
( becaufe a fingular ) thing to be contented. And 


certainly a confidering Foreiner,that fhould come — 


among us, could not but be aftonifht to feea Na- 
tion fo full of all thofe things which ufe to create 


fem: 
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temporal fatistactions, and yet to find no body 
in it fatisfied; to fee fo many parties among us, 
and none profperous. This is fuch a riddle as 
would tempt a man to fufpect his fenfes, and 
think we had all this while but dreamt of a refto- 
ration: been under the delufion the Prophet de- 
{cribes of the hungry and thirfly man, that at ht 
waking, findsheu empty and his foul hath appetite, 
Efay 29.8. “Tisa fad, but vifible truth, that all 
_ that God has done ferus, hath been fo far from 
filling our defires, that it has only ferv’d to en- 
large them: for I appeal to any of our’ loudeft 
mutineers, whether if fome years fince the pre- 
fent {tate of affairs had been reprefented:to them, 
dreft in the worft circumftances they now com- | 
plain of, they would not then have thought it 
extremely amiable, worth Rachels prize of feven 
years more hardfhip; nay whether they would 
not willingly have made fome abatements, relin- 
quifht part of what they now enjoy, to have had 
the reft fecur’d ? And when God has granted us 
all we then askt, fhall.we murmur becaufe we 
_ could now perhaps ask fomething more ; and like 
ingrate Debtors, pick a eras to evade pay- 
ment ? Wasit not enough that he pee | his 
Ommnipotence forus, but muft his Onmifcience al- 
fo be preft upon the fame fervice? And provide 
allhe could forefte we would wifh? Alas, do 
we think we have the fame hank upon God- that 
_ fome Gallants have on their trufting Merchants, 
that upon Peril of lofing all former fcores, he: 
mult ftill go on to fupply us ? Shall we think no- 


thing 
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thing fit for oblivion but our obligations? And 
in this perverfe fenfe tranfcribe S. Paul, Phil.3. 
13. forgetting thofe things which ave behind, reach 
forward to the things that ave before: this indeed 
too fully {peaks us the off-{pring of our firft Pa- 


rents; we can find no guft in all the fruits of Pa- 


radife, if any one be denied us ; and ftill look not 
on what we ave, but what we want; andas it is 
obferv'd of the greedier fort of creatures, that 
they relifh not one bit for the vehement expecta- 
_tionofanother: So is it with us, we devour, but 
do not enjoy our Bleffings ; and to —- him to 
fatisfie us, is to affign him the Poets Hell, fet him 
with .Belus daughters to the task of filling a 


fieve with water, or rolling Syfphus’s ftone; our 


growing appetites {till keeping us empty and 
reftlefs amidft all endeavours to.make us other, 
wife; fothat whereas God ufes to commit his 
favours to Men, as feed to the Earth, in expecta- 
tion of an barvef, fome fruits of gratitude and 
obedience ; they feem with us rather to be flung 
into a Gulph, whofe property is only to fwallon, 
never tofruéisfie. | 

TE KNOW mens Minds are fo poffeft with 
their difcontents, our daily mutinous blafts have 


puft up and fwelled our grievances to fuch a vaft- 
nefs, that he muft expect to be very impatient- 


ly heard, that fhall attempt to reprefent them 
inalefferfize; yet fure ’twere not impoffible 
even upon a direct view, to demonftrate them ve- 
_ ty ight and moderate: but upon a comparative, 
pertectly trivial and inconfiderable; and booths 
a ., ) ittle 
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little ftrange, that we who bare our Jate fuffering 
¢ftate with fo much Impatience, fhould not have 
impreffions enough left in our memory, to con- 
front to all our prefent regrets. Do we not quict-. 
ly now poffefs the fruits of ourown, or our Pro- 
enitors induffry, without danger of any Seque- 
aca but what our own - Luxuries inflict ? 
Are not our Perfoxs at freedom; deliver’d from 
that kind word, and unkind thing, SEC U- 
RING? Sothat when we rife in the Morning, 
we need not fear our next lodging fhall be inthe 
Goal or dungeon; nor when we fit down to our 
Meal, fufpect the intrufion of arm’d uninvited 
Guefis,-whoere whiles, we know, were wont to’ 
furprifeus, asthe Plague didthe Ifraelites, even — 
while the meat was yet tn our mouths ; arenot our 
Lives under the cuftody of known Laws, fo that 


no man isin danger that will but keep himfelf 


within thofe Boundaries; nor need fear to be 
mockt into his grave by fhews and Pageantries of 
Juftice ? And befides thefe real-efcapes from fla- 


very, are we not refcued fromthe moft imbitter- 


ing circumftance of it, the having fervants rule - 


-over us? A thing which rendred our fubjection as 


mean and fervile, as it was fharp and preffing, 
and which we were then fo fenfible of, that 
itnever mift to bring up the rear of our Com- 
plaints. Laftly, if we reflect upon our higher 


‘fpiritual concerns, are we not freed from thofe 


boiftrous robuft temptations, which with the vio- 


Jence of Famine and Sword, Beggary and Death 
affaulted our conffancy, and left no mean between 


Martyr- 
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Martyrdom and Apoftafie? Are we notalfo re- 
ftor’d to all thofe {piritual advantages which we 
once profeft fo much to value? That well of life 
now lies open betore us, after which we once 
panted like the Hart after the water-fprings; our 
ancient wor/hip is revived, and wants only our at- 
tendance to make it folemn; whereas the zboms- 
nation of Defolation ftood in the holy place, our 
prayers were turned to fin; needed, but were de- 
nied the Liturgy to pray againf{t them, or atone 
their guilts. Wehave nolonger ffones given us 
for bread, nor experiment shat fad riddle, of being 
at once cloyed and ftarved; amidft excefs of | 
preaching fuffering a Famine of the Word. 
And now are al] thefe worth no regard ; ifthey are 
not,why did we exclaim fo loudly when we want- 
edthem? Ifthey are; why are we ftill as queru- 
lous now we have them? ’Tis fure,thefe include . 
all our great and fubftantial interefts as men, and 
Chriftians, and thofe being provided for, ’tis not 
eafily imaginable what others we fhould have im- | 
rtant enough to make us querulous, unlefs it 
be thofe of Paffionand Humour. One mans am- 
bition perhaps wants a fatisfaction, another mans 
avarice, a thirds fbleen; and this dt{cerd makes 
up the very unmufical Harmony of our surmurs. 
af we fee but a eMordecas in the Kings gate 
whom we wifh removed, we can like Haman find 
no guftin any thing we enjoy. If we fee fome, 
who we think have born lefs of the burden and 
heat of the day, rewarded equally or perhaps a- 
bove our felves, weare fure to make out the oa 
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rable, by murmuring at the good man of the 
houfe: Or if Nineveh be fpar’d, ifall be not exe- 
cuted towhom we have denounc’d deftruction, 
we like Fonah fit down in a fullen difcontent, and 
grow weary of our lives, becaufe others are per- 
mitted toenjoy theirs. To thefe and other heads 
ofthe like nature, tis apparent our grievances 


_ may be reduced; and then if the balance be put 


into any difpaffionate hand, "tis fure they can ne- 
ver become a counterpoize to the other real bene- 
fits we enjoy, but will in the Prophets phrafe, ap- 
pear a than vanity and nothing. 

BUT I fuppofe fome will fay, ‘tis not only 
prefent uneafinefles of which they axe impatient, — 
but the poffibility of future, a fear of relapfing in- 
to our former eftate by the ill managery of our 
prefent: To thefe I fhall anfwer, That admit it 
were fo, yet fure twill be no wifdom to antici- 
pate our miferies, to foreftall difcontents, and 
make forefight as painful as actual fuffering. In 
other forbidden inftances we chufe to enjoy the 

refent, ‘and with an Epicurean Indiffereney cry, 
ret us eat and drink for to morrow we 7 1 Cor.1 5. 
32. How is it that we here become fo unluckily 
fagacious, unlefs it be that murmuring isa Sen- 
fuality we count equivalent, nay fuperior to all 
rational fatisfactions ; andtherefore that we may 
‘have no intermiffion of that delight, fuborn our 
phancies to find occafions,. and fetch in from the . 
future thofe fupplies which the prefent affords — 


not; But befides this, I fhould in the feeond 


place ask thefe great Diviners, why they do crs 
ae eae aa aee aac cae : i alfo 
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alfo forefec, that this very mutinous temper of 
theirs.is the moft direct and infallible means of 
bringing thofe mifchiefs they pretend to fear; 
that it is fo, is moft evident, and fo well obferv'd 
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eftimate, and thankful fenfe of what we have, 
provide to confetve it: not faftidioufly defpife 
great and eminent bleffings, becaufe perhaps they 
come not home to every part of our wifhes. Alas, 
thofe plenary fatisfactions agree not with the na- 
ture of Earthly things: *Tis an obfervation long 
fince rais'd from the Globular.and Triangular 
form of the Werld and our. Hearts, that ’tis im- 
poffible the one fhouldbe fild with the other, 
there will {till be fome'angles, fome vacuities 
left; our very acceffions create new wants, and 
like an unfound limb, the healing of one Soreis 
the breaking out of a#other. Every thing under 
the Moon partakes of her viciffitudes, augments — 
and decreafes only with this difference, that 
though their wais be toas law a degreeras hers, 
they never are perfectly at the full. ‘There never 
was, nor never will be a State here completely. 
happy: And as the Philofopher handfomly re- 
proacht the impatience of the PerfianKing for the 
death of his Wife, by undertaking to revive her, 
ifhe could help. him but to the names of three 
men that had never griev'd to write upon her 
Tomb; fo furely we may make the like offer to our 
‘Mnalecontents,and engage to redeem all their-unea- 
finefles, if they can point us out (I fay not three, 
but ): one age. wherein there were no complaints. — 
What then are our clamorous Repinings, but fo 
many loud #vetfives againft Gods decree; a De- 
fixe to fubvert his fundamental Lam, and con- 
found the diftinétion he has irreverfibly fet be- 
tween our Earthly and our Heavenly ftate? _ 
; alas, 
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alas, What mad infelence is this, to expect that 
' the whole Occozomy of the world muft be chang’d 
only tohumour us ? That God muft replant us a 


Paradife, pluck up every one of the Briers and - 


‘ Thorns which were our native curfe ?’ Nay,bria 
down Heaven tous, andenftate us in undifturb’d 
unmix’d felicities 2? This is indeed fimply confi- 
dered a very wild expectation, but yet more'fo, 
when’tis confidered how we qualifie our felves fox 
fuch a priviledge: for let me ask, are we as cage: 
to anticipate the holines, as the bapptnefs © Hea: 
ven?Do we as paffionately defire to:'do Gods will, 
as that God fhould do ours ? And emulate the 4- 


gelical obedience and purity,, as much'as 6/:/s?_ 


Thefe are Interrogatories which need no verbal 
An{wer,our lives do too fully refolve them in the 
negative; and then how fhamelefs a partiality’is 
it, thus tocarveto our felves, and chufe‘ out of 
either ftate what we beft like, -referve all the Jen- 
fualities of this world, and yet cry out fer the ?- 
paffiblene{s of the next; bnt alas, thefe are pre- 
tenfions as inconfiftent.as they: dre bold; ‘our'2- 
ces having fuch a native infepatable adherency of 
pam and vexation, ‘that '’tis not the’ miofk dexte- 
ous martagery of a fir that can evér “fever theif}, 
but if we will retain the one, we mitt the other - 
fo: A Truth which might be ¢xemplified: tons 
throughout the whole Gztalogue Sveti oF fenfaal 
fins; bunt itis mof eminently -viftble in ‘this ‘of 
murmuring, which ftays not as othersdo to take 
Pain at the rebound, and by way of vefolt « bit has 
_ itasitsfirlt Element and principle ; rae 
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felf almoft as great a pain, as any it can betray. 
usto: and yet to fecure an advance and perpetuity — 
of Torment, every Event ferves to foment and 
heighten it, and the moft defperate things -are 
equally combuftible to that fame. Indeed he 
that is poffeft. with that humour, has a kind of fu- 
ry within him, that will never let him reft: And 
alas, what Legions of fuch evil Spirits are now - 
among us? How are weas it wero infpir’d with 
Mutiny, it being the univerfal dialeét of the Nati-. 
on; dnd ofmany init, who cannot be fuppos’d 
to found it in any obfervation of their own, but 
até led by the common gentus, and bellow rather 
by confent with the ret of the herd, than for any 
uneafinefs, at leaft of injuftice and oppreffion (for - 
fuch only give pretence for Mutiny) that them- 
felves feel. And fince ’tis become a Plebeian vice, 
would God our Gentry would ufe it as they do 
their fafbions, and leave it off (if for no better 
réafon ) fot its being vulgar: And indeed ’twere 
but equitable, thatthofe who have takenup fo 
many fins upon punétilio, fhould for once lay — 
down one upon the fame fcore. The Athenian 
State put down their Offract/m (which otherwife 
they were fond enough of )becaufe it was debafed, 
by happening to fall on Hyperbolus, a defpicable 
and abject perfon: and there feems not much dif- 
ference in the cafes, fave only that we are more 
tenacious of Sins, than they of Punifbments; and 
I fear we fhall fo long retain this,till we find it its 
own Liéfor, not only in the prefent uneafinefs,but 
in that more fruitful barveft : Mifchicfs, where- 


of 
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ofit has now fownthe feeds. We fee here what 
our thankfulnefs is, for thofe eminent miracu- 
lous mercies we have receiv’d, and the account 
of that isan unhappy fpecimen, what we are like 
to find, when we furvey the ufes we have made of 
them, which God knowvs have been fo unnatural 
and perverfe, as does too fully parallel the for- 
mer inftance. 5s 

FOR firft, if we reflect upon our firitual 
bleffings, vwhat has the enjoyment of thofe advan- 


tages produced, but the contempt of them; we © 


have an eafie free accefs to God in his Sanctuary, 
our Ghurches are no longer Garrifons to keep out 
the worfhip, to which they were devoted, but 
like hofpitable doors, arc open to the regular piety 
of any that will enter. And novv wve have this li- 
_ berty, novv the flaming word is removed, vve have 
loft all appetite to the Tree of life, can willingly 


let thofe Everlafting gates (as the Pfalmsf ftyles 


them ) Pfzl.z1. fand as everlaftingly open, ere we 
enter them: And though the Fabricks are by 


Gods providence refcued from their duft and — 


ruines, yet many of us endeavour to reduce them 
toa yet vwvorfe defolation, ftrive to depopulate 
thofe facred Manfions, and execute again{ft them 
that prophetsck threat concerning Naeveb, Na- 
hum, 1. Leave them empty, void and wafte. . And. 
indeed fo they are, ifnot in an abfolute, yet ina 
Comparative fenfe; for could we at anytime of 
Divine Service make an eftimate of ail the perfons 
that are abfent, ’tvvould fcarce be difcern’d that 
any axe there ; vvere all corners ranfackt, what 2 
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multitude of Recufants fhould we find upona far . 


differing account from that of Con{cience? Some 
we should fee ftretching themfelves upon their 


beds, keeping.a Sabbath indeed, but to their floth, 


not their God ; others perhaps we may find rous’d 


_ from their Gouches, upon the fummons not of 


Religion but. Vanity; fome new — is to be 


"fitted, fome exotick drefs eflayed, and they who _ 
_ grudge ove bour tothe Preachers glafs, can {pend 


many at theirown; where they are fo taken up 
with their Idolatries to themfelves; that they 
think of no other worfhip; nay, asthe world 
goes, "twere well this were the worft diverfion, 
that fome did not keep from Church, that they 
might in the interim, defile thofe leffer Temples 


of God they carry about them, and cut them-_ 


felves off from the Communion of CGhrifts body, to 
make themfelves members of an Harlot: or that 


others were not Bacchus his Votaries when they | 


fhould be Geds, {pend that time in their frantick 


revels, and fing'a Dithyrambick inftead of Te De- 


um. As forthe Mammonift, if.he keep any holy 


day, "tis like the Ifraelites to his Gods. of Gold, 


Exod. 32.31. Heis looking with veneration on 


his Idoliz’d treafure, numbring thofe bags he | 


dares not ufé, or perhaps with a more active Zeal 
purfuing the means 4 encreafing them. Thus 
alas, may we go from one to another, and as it 
was in Kaekiels vifion, fee ftill greater abomina- 


tions, Ezek.’8. And certainly that All-feeing — 
Eye, which. difcerns what multitudes do thus . 


bufie themfelves, at the pg even of his folemn- 


fem 
toys 
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eft worfhip, cannot but adjudge us moft profane 
defpifers of his mercy in reftoring it: Yet would 
to God ’twere only the abfent upon whom that 
fentence would fall; but alas, the behaviour of 
many in the Church does too loudly teftifie how 
little of devotion brings them thither, and at how 
mean arate they value ali that is done there : 
Thofe Eyes which there fhould wait on God, as 
thofe of 2 Servant on the hands of be Mafter, 
Pfat. 123.2. are rolling about: to fetch in all the 
vanities and temptations which can occur to 
them, and look every way, but towards Heaven. 
Our Tongues which fhould be toucht with ‘a Coal 
from the Altar, devoted wholly to Hymns. and 
Prayers, are bufied in private Colloquies with 
thofe about us: Bufinefs, News, ay, all the 
impertinent chat of our moft vacant hours, is 
then taken up to entertain us; fo that he who 
would know the talk of the Town or neighborhood, 
need go neither to Exchange nor Market, the 
Church will as certainly fupply him: And this ill 
employment of our Fongues, engages: the like of 
our Ears, which when they fhould be hearkening 
_ what the Lord God will fay concerning us, are 
liftening to thofe vain difcourfes we hold with one 
another ; from all which outward indecencies wo - 
may too furely collect the inward irreverence of 
our heart. And is it poffible that this fhould new  . 

be the Temper of thofe; who not long fince feem’d 
to bewail their exclufion from thofe let Aflem- 
blies ? Did we long for themas David for the wa- 
ters of Bethlebem, when they appear’d wea cr 
. | : ables. - 
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able, and when they are brought tous, refufe to 
taftethem, poure them out not as he did in devo- 
tion, but in contempt ? ’Tis true indeed, in tem- 
poral Delights poffeffion ufually proves a naufeat- 
ing thing, and takes offour appetite ; but it ufes 
not to be fo in fpirstual, whofe peculiar property 
itis, not to fatiate, but excite by fruition: But . 
alas, though the Things we converfe with are 
firitual, our Hearts are carnal, and that is the 
caufe why inftead of crying out with the Pfalmift, 
When foall Icome to appear in the prefence of God, 
Pfal. 42. We, like thofe in Malachy, Chap. 1. 
13. Snuff at hu fervice, and fay, What awearine(s 
#1t? A wearinefs indeed it appears in the literal 
- fenfe with many, who fleep at itas men over-la- 
—bour’d, and fcarcetake fo found repofe in their 
own houfes as in Gods; indeed fuch is the variety 
of rude behaviour that is there us’d, that fhould | 
an unbelrever come into: our Affemblies, he muft 
furély (as St. Paul fuppofes in another cafe, 
1 Gor. 14.23.) fay, we aremad; to fee fome ga- 
zing, fome whifpering, fome laughing, others 
fleeping, and perhaps the far fewer number pray- 
ing; is fucha medly,as the moft brutifh Idolaters — 
never admitted in their worfhips ; andthe way of - 
worfhipping Mercury, by throwing ftones, or 
Hercules by curfing, isa fober and decent kind 
of fervice compar’d with this. And now alas, 
when will the Ghurch recover its ancient Title, 
and become the houfe of prayer? Tis fure according 
tothe prefent appearance it may have many more 
proper names, that being the leaft part of the bu- 
: P 3 nie finefgs 
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 finefs done init: ’Tistrue, there are fome that | 
make ita Sanétuary, but’tis only againft the pe- 
nalties of the Lav,or reproach of arrant Atheifm ; 
they come to fave their money or their credit ; 
others perhaps fhun the folitarinefs of being at 
home, and come not as to a place of Devotion, 
but CGoncourfe ; and ’tistobe doubted, fome vifit 
that placeas they do many others, becaufe they 
have nothing elfe todo: They want their week- | 
days diverfion, and fo are driven thither upon 
meer deftitution of more grateful entertain- 
ments; make ita kind of Sunday play-houfe, fit 
- there as Spectators or Judges, to fee the company, 
or cenfure the Preacher, but never remember that 
themfelves have any other part toact; orarebe- . 
held by Him, who will not always be patientof — 
fuch profanation; but will, as the Scripture 
{peaks, Repay them tothetr face, who thus contemn 
himto. hu. We know among men, every one 
- counts his Houfe his fortrefs; and an Affront 
offered him there, doubles the Injury, and is not — 
only acontempt, but an igvafion: and fhall it not 
be a proportionable enhanfement with God alfo, 
thus to defic him within bu own doors, and ap- 
‘ proach his prefence in an impious bravery, the 
more fully to fhew him,how little we regard him? 
At this rate while weaddrefs our felves, we may 
as ill manner’d Guelts be forbid hu houfe: Inter- 
rogated by God as the fews were, Ifa. 1.Why doeft 
thou tread my Courts? A total abandoning of | 
Worhlhip being more fair & ingenuous than fueh 
Devotion: wherein like the barbarous fouldiers, — 
—_ : ~ we 
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we bring Chrift a Scepter, only to fmite himon the 

head withit; and makea preface of homage, to 

give our felves the fport of the mockery: nay, ’tis — 
fadly tobe fear’d, that God may thruff us out of 
~ his Houfe, fbut his Doors againft us, refcue his — 
Service and himfelf from our profanation, and 
put us again under the fame,.( oz a worfe inter- 


. dict than that ) which lately lay upon us. 


HAVING now feen our fcandalous Irreve- - 
“rence towards Gods worfhip in general, ’tis too 

eafie to make Application to the feveral parts, of 
it; every one 7 which muft neceffarily partake 


_. ofthe contempt which falls upon the whole; for 


while we bring no thoughts but fecular with us ; - 
thofe are equally difagreeing toall the Divine’ 
offices : ‘twill be needlefs therefore to trace our 

wandrings in each of thofe, fince our whole be- 

haviour in the Church is one great deviation from 

the bufinefs we fhould come about = yet that fu- 

perfedes not to every guilty perfon himfelf the 

neceffity of a more diftinct and particular refle- 

ction. “Tis fureat the laf dreadful Audit, we' 
muft account for every of thofe fpiritual advanta- 

ges we have abus’d; and alas, what a dif/mal 

reckoning will many of us have then to give up, 

when our prayers which we now turn into Sin, 
~ fhall be turn’d into perdstion ? And we Who would 
not fupplicate our Ged, fhallin vain invoke the 
mount dins and hills to hide ss from the face of the 
lamb, when that Word which we now fo faftidi- 

— oufly defpife, that it muft be dreft up in the co- 
_ leurs of humane Rhetorick, to make us at all pa- 

| , & P4 tient 


220 Michiefs avifing from Miftakes €hap.8. 
tient of jt, and becomes then only tolerable to us, 
when it is fartheft removed from being Gods :. 
_when that word, as our Saviour {peaks, hall judge 
#s, and that gracious :nvitation to life end in that 
fatal fentence, Goye Gurfed. Nay, when our ve- 
ry Propitiation fhall plead againft us, and the 
crucified Body of our Saviour, which wehave z¢s 
Effigie fo often recrucified in our unworthy ap- 
proaches, or impious neglect of the holy Eucha- 
vift,fhall wstnefs again{t us as its murderers, when 
we fhall be found not fprinkled as with the bloud 
ofa facrifice, but smbrued ag with that of flaugh- 
ter: when.all thefe means of our falvation; fhall 
thus miferably convert, and from. the favour of 
hife, become that unto death, 2 Gor.2.16.then we | 
fhall to our amazement find, how differing our 
eftimates of them were from Gods; and in his 
vengeance read the value he ae upon them. 
What then have we now todo, but toanticipate 
our dooms-day, and judge our felves that we may not 
be gudg’d of the Lord: To make an impartial ac- 
count of all thefe our profanations, and accufe 
our felves before his mercy feat, that fo we may 
prevent the arraignment at his bar of Fudgement. 
And as Offenders are ufually enjoyn’d to acknow- 
ledge their guilts in the tery places where they — 

' committed them; foletus make the Church the 
Scene of our penitence, as we have of our faults: — 
By our ftrong crying and tears, deprecate our 
_ former indevotion, and by an exemplary Reve- 

rence, redrefs the fcandal of our Profanenefs. 
. This, and only this is the way to fecure us — 
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_ the final Vengeance of thefe fins ; nay,and againft 
the sntermedsal alfo: for we'are not to expect 
that fo unkind abufe of mercy fhall be wholly re- 
{pited to another world, it i fo exafperating 
acrime, as mutt in all probability awake Gods 
fury, and pull down prefent Judgments. I with 
the Event do not too foon atteft the reafonable- 
nefs.of thisfuppofal. _ 

IF from our fpirstual Bleffings, we now de- 
{cend to our temporal, we fhall not appear rhuch 
better managers of thofe; they being general-. 
ly employed to purpofes the moft diftant from 
thofe, for which they were given. And firft for 
our peace, that great comprehenfive enjoyment, 
upon which all others are dependent, and which 
isto our civi} Capacities, the fame that health 
is to our natura); ‘the thing by which we relith 
and tafte the reft of our comforts, we may from 
the Song of Zachary, Luke 1. learn for what in- 
tent God beftows it: Deliverance from enemies is 
tonoother end, but that we may ferve God in 
bolinefs and righteoufnefs all the days of our life: 
But alas, he chat obferves how we employ our 
quict, muft furely fay itferves little to the ad- 
vancement cither of Holinefs or Righteoufnefs : 
For.the firft of thefe we have already feen, how 
little of bolinefs we fhew evén in that place | 
where nothing elfe fhould.be admitted; and we 
are not fo prepofteroufly religious, to fhew 
more in others. That Psety which is focold:and . 
benumm’d under the warm breath of the pudlick — 
Ordinances ; we-may well prefume ftark frozen,in 

| a . our 
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our more retir'd offices: and if it thus faintand 
fink in confort, ’tis fure more liable to the Wife 
mans Vez fols, and utterly dies when we are alone. 
Tis true indeed, thefe Clofet-travf{aétions. areim-— 
mediately vifible to none but the fearcher of 
hearts, yetin true Devotion there is fucha Sym- 
‘ metry and proportion,that the Inferences we make 
by analogy may be very irrefragable: nay, ’tis 
’ tobe fear’d many lye open to a yet clearer con- 
viétion, and may be proved to have few or none 
efthofe private intercourfes with Heaven; for 
though a negative be not fimply evincible, yet as 
in civil cafes we prove aman nottohave beenat 
this time in fucha place, by his having actually 
been in another; fa were the whole Week, 
~ Moneth, perhaps Year, of fome' men exactly 
traced, we fhould find them fo engroffed with 
other diverfions, that there will fcarce be found 
any Minute for devotion to gard igor’ Mens 
worldly or Hefhly Concerns fo divide their tsme, 
that God from whom ’tis all deriv’d, can be af- 
forded no tribute out of it. Yetalas, ’twere well 
ifthis privafive fort of impiety were all Wwe had 
toanfwer for: but ’tis too apparent wedo not — 
_ only negheét God, but reproach and violate him : 
what elfe are thofe bold and infolent bla/phemies 
wherewith we daily affault him, making him the 
mark at which all our wild Paffions are fhot. 
-Dowe want any thing either for our ufé or de- 
light? Prefently God is accufed, his provsdence 
or his goodne/S queftioned; and he. declaim’d 
againft either as impotent or illiberal. wig : 


\ 
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—— pe 
body vex or difquiet us? God muft ‘have his - 


‘fhare of our difpleafure, his facred name mutt be 
profaned, and we'count our fierceft Revilings of 
-men, faint and infignificant, if not infpired with 


the moft dreadful and herrid Oaths; Nay, he 


_ {tands obnoxious to all the difplacencies we re- 


ceive even from inanimate creatures; ifa Dye or 
a Card ran amifs, our refentments are prefent- 
ly vented upon him ; he is profaned and vilified, 
asifhe were the Cheat that rookt us of our mo- 
ney, becaufe he does not fecure.us from thofe 
lof{es, to which we wantonly expofe our felves : 
nor is it only our eagerand warmer paffions that 
thus invade him: Our —_ moods do-the 


very fame, and we blafpheme by way of divertife- _ 


ment ; every impertinent ftory or infipid Fef, 
muft have the haut-gouft of an Oath to recom- 


_ mend it, asevery incredible Narration has to at- 


teffit: to fay nothing of thofe more folemnand 


deliberate perjurtes, wherein we impioufly fu-. 


born Gods venerable and dreadful zame, to be the 
Engin of our fraud and malice: and as if we 
thought he would forfwear as well as we, bring 
him to countenance thofe Crimes he has aan 


to punih. ‘Thusdo we with a prodigious impie- 


ty contaminate even divinity itfelf, make it the 
fink for all our puddles to run into; and profti- 


tute that name, which, asthe Pfalmsft {peaks, is 
great; wonderful and-holy, to all the unholy pur- . 


pofes, our Paffions,our Intereft, or our Phancies. 
canfuggefttous. 


a | . THIS 


> 
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THIS prefanene/s is fo proper a foundation 
for Athei{m, that we are not to wonder to fee 
fo many advance from the one tothe other; they 
pay fo little of the reverence due to God, that at 
ait they turn their smpzety into argument, and in- 
fer him not to be God, whom they treat fo unlike 
one. Andtruly.this feems to bethe grand piece 
‘of Logick, which has difputed many, not only 
out otf Chriffian, butall native Religion. How 
unhappily fuccesful it has proved among us, is 
too apparent in thofe impious difcourfes. which 
are every where heard, wherein men are arriv’d 
to fuch a licencioufnefs, that Davids Athesft was 
amodeft Puny, who only faid in his Heart, there 
4s no God, and perhaps upon that account fhall by 
fome be adjudged to deferve the Epithet the 
Pfalmsft gives him, and be indeed thought a fool, 
that would not own what would now a-days fo 
certainly denominate hima W4#, or in the folemn 
{tyle, a Mafer of Reafon. And indeed they will 
atteft the propriety of the ftyle, they rather go- 
verning Reafon, than being govern’d by it ; other- 
wife ’twould be hardto difcern, how from diffe- 
rent premifes the fame conclufon fhould be indu- 
ced: and thofe who in the late adverfe times 
denied God in revenge of their fufferings, fhould 
now pay their gratitude alfo in the fame manner, 
and renounce him as(or more)loudly,fince his fig- 
nal atteftation of that righteque caufeshis not own- 
ing whereof was then their préucipgl plea. The 
truth is, ‘tis a little {trange how Atheifm. could 
admit fuch enhanfing acceffions as we find it ye 5 
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for itbeing the completion and-higheft f{tep of 
Ill, and that towhich all others do but fubordi: 
mately tend, one would think, it fhould from its 
firft appearance inthe world, have been fo ma- 
turc and full growna fin, as could be capable of 
no improvement ; but fo fubtilly wicked are thefe 
later daies, that we can never be brought’ to 4 
ron ultra, but {till find fomething to addto the 
compleateft fin: therefore though of thofe that 
are really Atheifts, one cannot be faid to be more 
fothananother, yet fome may be more daringly, 
and mifchievoufly fo; and fure in that refpect 
our modern furmount all former : They were 
generally on the defenfive part, took up the tenet 
as a backler again{t the unwelcome. invafions and 
Checks of confcience , anddefign’d nothing but 
the more peaceable enjoyment of their dusts; but 
_ now men do not only ufe, but love it; make them- 
{elves its avowed Champions, feck to win it Profe- 
bytes; andin ‘hort, appear fo zealous for it, as 
_ ifthey made it their religionto have none. And 
God knows, too many fuch reverfed kinds of 
Evangelifis we now have; who with as gréat de- 
fign unteach Divinity , as the firft Propugners 
taughtit; and their number and boldnef have fo 
encreas’d fince the return of our peace, that fure 
the next Age will have little caufe tothink Re- 
ligion had any fhare in the Reffor.stion. Thas have 
we done our parts to — e that obligation of _ 
ferving God in holinefs, by leaving no God to 
ferve; and after the moft fignal atteftation of 
his Deity in our refcue , we do like thofe ingrate 
eee perfons, 
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perfons, who feek to fubvert thofe by whom them: - 


felves were eftablifht,and deny him becaufe he has 
own'dus. | | 3 
THIS is the hbolimefS wherewith we have 
ferv’'d him, fince our being deliver’d from the 
hands of our Enemies, and our rghteoufneS has 
been very proportionable ; for if we look into the 
dealings of all ranks of men, we fhall find the 
fame vein of deceit run through all tranfactions. 
A few years fince Sequeftration and plunderings , 
- thofe whole-fale robberies had fo over-topt the 
reft, that like an Epidemick difeafe they had over- 
whelm’d, if not the kind, yet at leaft the notice 
of all other Injuftices : bat {nce thofe Levia- 


. 


thans are withdrawn , the leffer Devourers fupply — 


their place; Fraud fucceeds to Violence; and in 


all places, alloccafions of commerce, we {till 


meet with Sequeftrators. Theadultcratéd wares, 
and falfe meafures in Shops ; the dilatory pro- 
_ ceedings, and evafive tricks in Law; .the various 
and unworthy Cheatsof Creditors, and the méan. 
and difhoneft advantages which are watcht ini allt 
forts of Contraéts,, :are too irrefragable proofs, 
hereof. Nay, notonly our Bufinefs, but our 
very recreations expofe us tothefe deceits, as 


fome of our bankrupted Gamefters can too fadly- 
witnefs; what. troops. of Harpyes attend thofe- 


{ports isevery mans obfervation :*Tis ftrange fo 


many fhould yet be to learn the prudence to 


avoid fo known a danger, wherein,a. man is at 
once made active and paffive in. the. fame Rob- 
bery, and docs himfelf defraud his family of that, 


whereof 
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whereof he is defrauded by another. But amongft 


thefe many injuftices, there is none wherein Men 
feem generally to find fucha guft and fenfuality, - 
as thofe wherein God is concern’d; twenty Lay- 
booties humor them not fo much as ene fromthe 
Clergy; andif the Quakers fhould be muftered 
according to that one Tenet of not paying 
‘| Tythes, we fhould indeed find their numbers 
| formidable. How fubtle even the rudeft per- 

_ fons are in defaulking thofe dues, we fee by every 
daies experiment, the over-reaching their Mini- 


fter being the grand Triumph of a-Rufticks wit; ‘ . 


fo that not only their covetoufnefs , but their va: 
‘+ nityis concern:d init: I know’tis the ufual apo- | 
'}’ logy for this kind of Sacriledge, that cither the 
maintenance of the Clergy is too much, ortheir 
merit too little ; for the firft, } think it may be - 
demonftrated, That there is no liberal Sctence,and 
but few Mechanick trades, from which a man may 
not hope as plentiful a fubjiftence, as this affords: 
to the generality of its profeffors : However | 
hall leave thofe that make this objection to dif- 
pute it with that authority, which has allotted 
them this proportion ; defiring them to confider, 
that-whatever the fupport of the Clergy is, it 
cofts them nothing ; no man havin chaft 
more, than what remains of the Eftate, after his 
Tyth is paid.. Astothe fecond, I confefs ’tis 
extremely to be wifht, that the negligence and vice 
of Some did not give too much pretence to the Al- 
legation ; and to fuch I cannot but apply the 
words of our Saviour, Mat. 18.7. woe be to the 
| man 


-, 
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. man by whom the offence cometh; yet cértainly ‘tis 
very incompetent,to juftifieehe detention of their 
legal rights: for tillthe Law which has affign’d: 
them, delegate the Forfeiture to me, the greateft 
enormities of my Paftor, cannot entitle me to any 
thing that is bss: And indeed what blame foever is 
really due to fome , we muft expect it fhould ex- 
tend to a//, if the Accufers were to have the be- 
nefit of the Mulct; and (as in the late confufions) 
all Minifters fhould be made feandalous, in order. 
to the making them poer. } 
"T WERE eafie to draw up a far larger Ca- 
talogue of thole isjuftices we daily commit; for: 
as a man has divers other concerns befides his 
goods, fo he may be injur’d in all thofe: and tru- — 
ly the iniquity of thefe daies, feems fully com- 
menfurate to all the fuffering capacities of man- 
kind: we weigh our own ian others Concetns in 
very differing balances, and offer thofe Injuries 
without any regret, which we can with no pati- - 
ence fuffer: How nicely Jealous is every on¢of — 
_us of his own Repute, and yet how malicioufly 
Prodigal of other mens? fo that Defamation is — 
become one of our main Topicks of difcourfe, fur- 
nifhes entertainment toall companies; the pre- 
fent owe their Divertifement 'to the abfent, and’ 
many would be drain’d quite dry, were it not {6x 
this referve , which like an unexhauftible fpring, 
{till fupplies frefh matter of talk. In like man- 
ner how carefully do we avert any hurt -or muatila- 
_ tion of our own bodies , and yet how barbaroufly’ 
inconfiderate are we of others, to: whom we do the 
| | greatelt 
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greateft out-rages, rather than ufe any violence 
to our Paffion, or reftrain'an angry Humor: on- 
ly I confefs there is one Inftance, wherein though 
weare unjuff, weare not fo partzal; but expofe ° 
our felves alfo ; and that isin the cafe of Duels ; 
abarbarous cuftom wherein ’tis hard to define, 
whether the Wickednefs or Folly be greater ; yet 
it maintains its way in {pight of all the methods 
God has us’d to make us better or wifer: Of 
this there are too many, and too noted inftances 
fince our reftoration, as if we were fo enamour’d 
of deftruéjion, that when we are prevented of it 
from our Enemies, we feek it from one another ; or 
thought publick Peace {o intolerable, that when. 
’tis caft upon us (as {ure ours, if everany may be 
faid to be) we are fain to take in private quarrels, 
as our refcue from that dull quiet, and court the 
utmoft mifchsefs, to avoid the oppreffion of the 
greateft happine(s. ‘Thus perverfly do wecoun-' 
termine Gods purpofes of kindnefs ; and when -he 
has fecur’d us, - folicitoufly feek to be deliver’d 
from our fafety; project new dangers; and dare 
his power witha yet harder Task, the delivering 
us from our felves: And whileft we thus avert our 
quiet, “tis no.wonder that we produce no better 


| . effeéts of it ; nor fructifie under that, which we 


will net permit our felves to enjoy. | 
AND asupon this general view, we appear 
very ill managers of our Peace, fo fhall we much 
more, if we reflect on thofe many particular 
bleffings which are wrapt upin that, of which 
we make fo perverfe ufe, that we therein no ee 
| violate 
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violate Sobriety, than we have already appear’d to 
do piety and reghteoufnefs;{o filling up the meafure 
of our iniquity by tranfgreffing all the fundamen- 
tal rules of Chriftianity, /:ving neither foberly, 
righteoufly, nor Godly in thy prefent world, Tit. 
2.12. And of thofe zdvantages which are the ap- 
pendages to Peace, there are two moft eminent ; 
Plenty and Liberty, both of which are the more 
remarkable in our prefent quiet, by how much 
the deprivation of each was the greater. For the 
firft, we know the late times of rapine; had torn 
from many among us their whole fubfiftence, fo 
entirely defpoil’d them that they were reduc’dto 
Fobs condition, and connected the two extreme 
points of Birth and Death, by a middle ftate of 
the like nakednefs and deftitution: and to fuch, 
our late refforation wasa kind of Civil rdfurredti- — 
on; rais'dthem like Elijba’s dry bones, fromthe | 
moft hopelefs ftate, and by a fucceffive pofleffi- 
on of their own Inhberitances, made them heirs to 
_ themfelves. And though all were not fo-wholly 
divefted, yet like thofe Canaanstes whom the 
Fews did not extirpate, they were put underTri- 
bute: and while perfons, who knew fo well how 
to exact, were Lords Paramount, a bare being 
was all could be expected; they feem’d rather © 
Stewards than Owners of their fortunes, and had 
rather the trouble, than advantage of their Mana- 
gery: And who would not think that this fo long 
want of plenty, fhould have taught us fobriety 
in the ufing it ? That defuetude fhould have worn 
eut the skill of Juxury, and we fhould not have 
| ‘. | known 
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known how to be riotous: but alas; our memo- 
ries have been too faithful to us in this particu- 
Jar; noone of our vanities is fall’n into oblivion, 
but on the contrary the art of Voluptuoufnefs fo 
improved, as if all the time that was loft from 
the Praétick, had been {pent in the Theory, and 
we had for fo many years been contriving new — 
kinds and degrees of excefs: Indeed it is too 
fure, we retain’d the affeétion; when we had loft 
the power of rioting ; and ’tisnot our profperity: 
feduces.us, but weit. Foras the Sun though it 
lends its rays to the begetting of the vileft In- 


_. feéts, yet makes no fuch production but upon 


apt matter, flime and putrefaétion: fo neither 
would the moft opulent fortune make us fenfual, 
did it not find us difpos’d and prepar’d for it. 
How forcible thofe propenfions are, appears by — 
the multitude of objeéts on which they work; 
For they had neéd be {trong Inclinations that 
take in all Opportunities, nay poffibilities of 
actuating themfelves, and fuch ‘tis evident ours 
are, there being. nothing capable of miniftring 
to luxury, which we aft not to that purpofe. 
Our Meat is no longer apportioned to our fun. 
ger, butour Tafts: fothat the. Stomech is made 
meerly paffive in the matter of Eating ; ferves on- 
ly to receive thofe loads we charge it with,whileft 
its Elections and Choices are Preftall'd by the 
palate or phancy; nay, tis not permitted fo much 
asa negative voice, not allowed to refufe what 
is either for kind or quantity deftruftive fo it : 
We do with ftudied mixtures force our relucting 

| Q2  -  .. appe-. 


appetites, and with allthe Spells of Epicuri{m, 
conjure them up that we may have the pleafure of 
laying them again. Thus unworthily treache- 
vous are we to Nature, which while we pretend to 
relieve, we.opprefs, by giving her not only beyond 
her need, but fufferance: And to fhew we are no 
lefs dextrous in mixing fins than meats; our ve- 
ry Pride (though in itfelfan intellectual vice ) 
mingles with our Gluttony; every thing is infi- 
pid that is not coftly; and it is thought an ignoble 
Peafant-like thing to eat a plain meal: Nor is 
he now to be lookt on as a Gentleman, whofe 
fingle Ordinary cofts not as much as would be 
(and himfelf would perhaps fome years fince 
have thought ) a fair exhibition for fome whole 
families. And that we may not be charg’d with 
partial intemperance, we go not lefs in that of 
drink; wherein we are fo nice and critical, that 
*tis become a fpecial skill and faculty to judge of 
liquors: But how great foever our curiofity be, 
‘cis {ure our excefS is greater, and does not only 
over-match but fupplant it ; there being no drink 
fo unpleafant, which the love of a debauch will 
not reconcile us to. So great a malice dowe 
bear to ourreafon, that to opprefs it, we are con- 
tent to expofe our darling, and do violence to our 
very fenfe. How unhappily predominant this 
brutifh Vice is, need not here be told, fince it too 
evidently attefts itfelf to every mans obfervati- 


on, it no longer feeking the fhelter of night © 


and darknefs, but impatient of fuch delay, ap- 
pears in the broadeft light; and he is now 2 


flow- 
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flow-paced drunkard, that has not finifht his courfe; 
perhaps begun another, before the Sun has ended 
his: nay, foisthe Scene chang’d, that fobriety is 
become areproachful thing; fuch aseventhofe _ 
who value it dare not own, andare either driven 
to preferve it by fhifts and artifices, or elfe chufe 
to abandon it rather than hazard the fcandal. And 


certainly this isthe great advantage this fin has 


for the propapating itfelf; for ‘tis impoffible 


_Beaftiality fhould be fo univerfally agreeable to 


-. mankind, that all fhould purfue it out of appetite 


and liking: ’tisthis Fear that engages many in 
it; and though it hath too many voluntiers, yet 
fure ’tis this pre that helpsto make up its num- 
bers; which as it {peaks the great bafenefs of . 
thofe who are thus afham’d both of Piety and Hu- 
manity, and had rather ceafe to be men, than ap- 
pear to be Chriffsans; fois it a fadindication of 
National impicty, a fatal Symptome that we 
have neer fill’d up the meafure of our iniquities, 
and are ripened forthe woes denounced againft 
thofe who call evil good, and good evil, Efay 5.20. 
which fure was never more palpably done than 
inthis inftance, wherein temperance is branded _ 
for z// nature, and dulnefs of humor; whileft the 
molt fwinijh Excefs mult pafs for foctablenefs, 


friend(hip, and hofpitality; names which have 


been fo long proftituted, that they have loft their 
native ufe, and men have forgot thofe very di- 
{tant things to which they originally belong’d ; 
yet fure fuch once there were: God made us foc7- 
able creatures, and we might {till continue fo 
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upon the {trength of that firft principle, and. need 
not owe Our intercourfe tq our debauchertes; nay 
nor our friendfhips neither, which have been {po 
far from being preferv’d that way, that there is 
nothing more obvioufly, and frequently violates 
them; nay, indeed the whole fpecies of reab 
’ Friendfhips feems to be extinct, fince this fiéts- 
tious fort took place. Men think it enough (as 
indeed ’tis too much ) to damn themfelves with 
their friends, and all other communications are 
tran{muted into that of Sin;for we daily fee thofe, 
who cleave the moft infeparably in this kind to 
each other, will yet neither do, nor fuffer.any 
thing elfe : And fure if this be friendjbip, “tis fach 
a rever{t kind of it, as muft have as prepofterous a 
Definition, fornone that have yet been given by 
Divines or Phslofophers will fitit. The like may 
be faid of bofpitalsty, which fure is in its proper 
nature of a very diftant make from this; defign’d 
toreliewe Strangers, not burthen them; to cure 
their wants iadead, but not by the worfe ex- 
change of a Surfet: So that the ancsent and the 
modern Hofpitality differ as much as that of Mel- 
chizedeck, ca that of Girce; the one refrefhes, 
the other transforms : And how great a fhew foe- 
ver of liberality this later may have, yet he is not 
to be thought to have drunk gratw, that has paid 
his reafon Br his frot. Poe ae 
AND to both thefe parts of Intemperance, | 
- our Uncleannefs bears full proportion ; the one 
makes provifion for the flefh, an the other: fulfils 
the lufs thereof. To how brutifh an impudence 
oA oP UG this 
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this fin is grown is too vifible: we need not trace | 
men into their privacies and recefles, themfelves 
willingly proclaim their guilts; nay, dread no- 
thin fo much as the opinion of being innocent ; 
“yea F, out-dated a vertue is Modefty now become, 
that even that.Sex, ta which it was once account- 
ed the greateft ornament, have put it off, lookon — 
it as apiece of Ruffscity, and ee 


whether this pulling down the fence be an Indi- 


cation they are willing to lie common, I fhall not 
determine: but fure that very free, and confi-’ 
dent behaviour now in ufe, is too apt to invite 
affaults, and takes off all that Extenuation of 

crime, which was wont to be allowed that Sex, — 
upon the fuppofition of their being feduced?Thus 
do we publifh our fin as Sodom, and if we confi- 


der how much boldnefs it has gain’d fince the 


return of our profperity; ‘twill be probable that 
ours alfo has been fomented by fulneS of bread, 
and abundance of Idlenefs, Ex. 1. 6.. Thatour 
Plenty is very fubfervient to it, appears by the 
vaft expence wherewith many men manage this 
vice: And-that our Idlenefs is fo too, isnolefs — 
evident by the large portsons of time that are {pent 

in thofe purfuits, it being, as the great defign, 
fo the efpecial bufinefs of too many mens 
lives. As-for the remedy which God has af- 
fign’d, it ferves now only to exafperate the 
difeafe. Marriage with too many only advances 


_ fimple-fornication to adultery, and fuperadds 


perjury to uncleannefs; thofe facred bands are 
like Semfons withs, broken upon every aflault of 
- | | the 
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the Philifins, andthe very thought of being con- 
fin’d makes men more apt to range ; For alas, ’tis 
not their needs but their Phancies they are to pro- 
vide for, and that is foendlefs, that the greateft 
liberty of Polygamy would never fatisfie it: the 
fame quarrel would lie thento multiplied wives, 
which docs now to fingle; I mean,that they were. 
theisown: And how numerous foever their flock 
were, ‘twould not fecure their poor neighbours 


only Lamb; efpecially when ’tis confider'd, that 


in this they gratifie two fins at once, their vanzty 
as well as their /u/?; their complacence in under- 
mining the Husband, being generally as great, as 
that in enjoying the Wife. And if Pride abftract- 
Jy and in its own nature be, as Solomon fays, an 
abomination to the Lord, certainly when ’tis thus 
complicated, it muft be infinitely more fo, and 
afeertain a concurrence of thofe Fudgments, 
which are fingly threatned to each of thofe Sins ; 
what thofe are, I wifh guilty perfons would feri- 
oufly ponder, and then they would furely think 
their momentary pleafures’ much over-bought. 
_ Butalas, fuch a fafcinating fin this is, as allows 
men no liberty of confideration, they goon as 
the wife-man fays, Prov. 7.22. with the ae {tu- 
pidity that an Ox goeth to the flaughter : or,a fool te 
the correction of the ftocks; and while every body 
elfe obferves the Effects of their Vice in their wa- 
{ted bodies, and ruin’d eftates ; themfelves are the 
laft that difcernit, purfue the cour/e till the very 
laft remains of {trength and wealth are exhauft- 
ed, and nothing left them but défea/e and beggery. 
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| Ofthe truth of this, there have been too many 
| fadexamples, thoughit feems not yet enough, 
: to give caution to others. os | 
AND to thefe lufts of the flefh, we {pare not to 
add thofe of the Eye alfo; for fo furely we may 
properly call all thofe Luxuries which adapt 
themfelves peculiarly tothat Faculty; fuchare 
the gasty of Apparel, richne(Sof Furniture, and 
all the fplendor of Equipage, which has no pro- | 
pricty to any other fenfe, but that of feemmg, and 
isloft if ic be not lookt on: And though thefe 
feem to differ much from that Covetoufne/s. which 
| $t. Fobn is fuppofed to comprehend in thatPhrafe, 
| the onebeing the tenacity, the other the profusion 
| ofMoney; yet they are but feveral branches of 
the fame Sin, and are diverfified only by a various 
application to the Objeé#: for in {trict {peaking, 
 hethat covets Gold and Silver to lay on his Sack, 
isas properly covetous, ashe that defigns it only 
to fill his coffers. But befides the propriety thefe 
exceffes have tothat title, they haveno lefsclaim 
tothat enfuing, The Pride of Life; it being evi- 
dent that they are both Effects and Fomenters of 
' Pride: and fure this fets but an ill Character up- | 
on them, that when the 4poffle has divided all the — 
lufts of the world into three forts, thefe bid fo fair 
to two of them. .1 would not here be underftood to 
~ condemn that Decency and moderate Expence, 
which agree to the feveral ranks and qualities of 
Perfons, there being. not only a lawfulnefs,. but 
fome kind of civil neceffity for fuch Diftinctions: 
nor js the levelling principle fitter to be admitted 
yo “<i : C in: 
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‘in Habit, than in Title or Eftate: That which I 


accufe is quite another thing, it being that inor- 


_ dinate profufion, which does not only exceed the 

ability and fortune of the Perfon, but the pro- 
portion of his rank and condition; and focon- 

founds that diftin¢tion it fhould preferve, and le- 
vels us the wrong way: it being more tolerable 
that all fhould be Peafants, thanall Lords. And 
this is the irregularity that many feem to affect, 
there being not only an emulation of pomp and 
bravery among equals, but thofe of the moft di- 
{tant qualities, there feeming now no other mea- 
fure than the utmoft extent of their money or cre- 
dst; the later whereof is often fo ftretcht, that it 
not only cracks itfelf, but by an unhappy conta- 
gion, breaks thofe it deals with, and likea Gra- 
nado tears Towns in pieces: The many ruin’d Fa- 
milies of Iradefmen do too fadly atteft this; 
would God our Gallants would confider how un- 
equal it is, that many fhould want neceffary cloath- 
sng, only to maintain the fuperflusty of theirs; an 
Injuftice which not only upon a religions, but po- 
htsck account deforves the fevereft Reproof, and 
fince Divine Laws will not reftrain it, ‘twere well 
if Humane were provided: though I confefs, 
"twere not eafie to find out penaltics to deter 
thofe, whom the wants fo ufually attending thefe 


exceflés will not difcourage. This fort of vanity 


was once thought peculiar to women ; and though 
I cannot fay that the fexes have exchang’d faults, 
( becaufe each {till keeps its own, together with 
thofe of the other) yet ’tis evident they have com- 

7 | municated 
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municated them ; and as the women of this Age 
have tran{crib’d mafculine Vices, fothe men have 
feminine; this particularly, wherein they feem 
fully to anfwer the Copy, they being as Critical- 
ly knowing in all the myfteries of vanity, and as 
diligent in reducing their /peculations to praélice, 
as any the moft extravagant female. Indeed both | 
the one and the other purfue this folly with fo 
great anexpence of Care, Time, and Money, as 
ifto be fine and happy were the fame thing, and 
their bodies had been defign’d for their Cloaths, 
rather than their cloaths for their Bodies. 

’ AND now whenall thefe luxuries are tobe 
ferv’d, it had need be an exorbitant plenty. that 
fhall fupply them ; and that will unfold the riddle 
fo frequent among us, of fo many being poorer 
fince they recovered their eftates, than when. 
they wanted them : Our revenue how large foever, 
is fo clogg’d and encumber’d with our vices, that 
they moulder away, and only ferve to carry other 
mens with them, by giving credit to run in debt, 
There are indeed no fuch unmerciful exaéfors as 
our own Lufts; the one gleans after the other, 


till chey induce fuch a fearcity, as the Prophet 


foel defcribes, 1.4. That which the Palmer-worm 
hath heft, hath the Locuft eaten, and that which the 
Locuft hath left,hath theCanker-worm eaten,and that 
witch the Ganker-worm hath beft hath the Caterpillar 
eaten: So that in effect, we have only changed 


' our oppreffors, and are as much or more exhayft- 


ed by our own fins, as we were before by other 
mens; withthis woful circymftance, that now 
en | we 
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we have the gussts as wellas the fufferings: Thus 
do we rob our felves, and create want in the mid{t 
of all that abundance God has given us, ufing our 
plenty as the Benjamites did the Levstes Concu- 
bine, Fudg. rg. torce and proftitute it, till we de- 
{troy it; and the fimilitude holds in this alfo, 
that what we thus violate is not our own; for let 
us phancy what we will, certainly our /uperflus- 
ties are more the poors Right than ours, affign’d 
to them by God the ant Proprietor. So that | 
our Exceflés have, befides their proper guilt,that 
of injuftice f{uperadded; and when the cry of the 
poor shall be joyn’d to thofe of our riots, they will 
certainly be too clamorous to let vengeance any 
longer {leep. | | | 

T HIS isthe account we can give of our plen- 
ty, and that of our /iberty is not much better ; ’tis 
not long fince that arbitrary tyranny expir'd, 
which gave us no other meafures of our duties or 
punifhments, than the ws or avarice of the Im- 
pofers: Andthen how did we gafp to be under 
the conduct and Protection of known determinate 
Laws? Yet now we have them, who confiders 
them, or is regulated by them ? Between the h- 
cencioufnefs of Inferiors, and-the remi{nefs of Supe- 
riors, they are rendred things only of form, not 
—ufe; for while the one violates, and the other 
connives, what can they fignifie? And though 
there be never fo many sew Laws made to affert 
the old, yet we fee they ferve for little but to par- 
take of the fame contempt with the others, and 
are but like the Chimeras of an Utopian ass 


~~ 


ly contriv’d; buttono purpofe. ’Tis the Exe- 
cution of Laws that gives them ‘a real and effe- 
Ctive being, and without that , amidft our great 
volumes we are yet deftitute, and may too proba- 
bly experiment the truth of that Axzome, that’t# 
better to live where nothing lawful, than where all 
things are. Indeed if we remember how the Sta- 


tutes of Omri were kept, with what a tamenefs 


the feveref{t Impofitions of the /ate Ufurpers were 
fubmitted to, we have reafon to think, coercion is 
the fureft Principle of vulgar obedience; though 
withal it fets but an ill mark uponus, who know 
fo much better how to be flaves, than fubjeéis. 
And as weare reftor’d to our crvil Liberty, foas 
a branch or confequent of that, we are to our per- 
fonal alfo : We were lately in the condition 
Chrift foretold to St. Peter, carried by others 
whither we would not, Fo.21.18. but now we 
gird our felves and go whither we will; and alas, 
what ufe do many of us make of this freedom? Is 
it not vifible, that neither our publick or private 
affairs are the better attended ? But on the con- 
trary we areina reftlefs purfuit of impertinent 
or vicious paflimes , go pilgrimages to our plea- 
fures, wander about from this fport, that meet- 
ing to another, till many ofus forget we have any 
other concerns in the world, and are as much 
{trangers to our own homes, as when we were for- 
cibly detain’d thence: And for fuch I know not 
whether the former reftraint be not eligible , to 
be a prifoner being akind of refcue tohim, that 
would otherwife be a vagrant. 
ae : THESE 
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THESE are theufes we make of thofe ad- 
vantages whereof God has repoffeft us. I know 
*tis too envious a task to diftribute thefe accufati- 
ons to every Rank and Order of men among us ; 
I have here given them in the lump, and with that 
not only Bich degrees, but cach perfon would 

—adaptto himfelfhis peculiar (hare , wherein con- 
trary to other dividends , I fear the only Immode- 
{ty and Injuftice too will generally be , for every 
one not to carve liberally for himfelf However, 
"tis fure in the grofs they make up the Charaéer 

of a moft barbaroufly ungrateful Nation. God 
was pleafed to return our peace, before we had 
forfaken our fins, as if he meant to try our inge- 
nuity ; that we who had been fo much worfe than 
beafts under the former method, that no {tripes 
would difcipline us, might have this advantage to 
redeem our credit, and be drawn with thefe cords 
ofa man: but we have put off not only psety but 
humanity , and are equally untractable to all me- 
thods. And now who can refrain from Mofes’s 
paffionate Apoftrophe , Do ye thus requste the Lord 
O faols(h people. and unwife! Deut. 32.6. Unwife 
indeed, that from the moft benigne purpofes of 
God, extract nothing but our own mifchief: are 
the poorer for his Liberalities , and the worfe for 
his Goodnefs ; by:a prepofterous ufe fo weas out 
- our Bleffings, that they ceafe to be, at leaft to be 
Bleffings: Andifthey once fall from that, there 
is no middle form for them to affume ; they con- 
vert into the direét contrary, and become the - 
fatalleft Curfes, more heavy than thofe which 
| - WGIG 
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tion adding ree » and no Fury being fo ex- 


treme, as that which bottoms upon repell’d and | 
srvitated Love. Gods mercies are like thofe pi- 
tures, which according to the different pofition 
ofthe beholder, carry different Reprefentations; 
if we will {till ftand on the wrong fide, and not 
take themin their more zmiable appearance, we 
fhall find they can put ona dreadful: his Good- 
ne{s willnot be finally unoperative; if we will not 
permit it to lead us to repentance,’twill drive us to. 
-deftrudtion. Yam fure wehave all reafon toex- 
pect he fhould exert his power as eminently 
againft us, as he has done for us; unlefs perhaps 
he fees that is not neceflary toourruine; for in- 
deed Jet him but ftand by and not interpofe his 
omnipotence for us, he may truft us tobe his Ex-. 
ecutsoners , Our Vices having a #atural as well as 
moral Eefficacyto deftroy us. And who knows 
whether that be not the reafon of his feeming con- 
nivance, that he forbears to {trike us, to give us’ 
up to thofe more fatal wounds we inflict on our 
{elves ; this alas, we have too much caufe to fear, 
for ‘tis fure,’tis not our senocence that givesusIm- — 
punity, but 'tis more than probable ’tis our incor- 
rigiblenefS;, that God gives us over with a why | 
foould ye be {mitten any more? Will not proftitute. 
his Judgments; but as the bafeft of Malefattors 


_ leaveus to the bafeft of Executioners , and let our 
" Iniquities become our ruine. Thisas it is the {e- 


vereft purpofe God can entertain towards us, {o 
‘tis our moft important concernto avert. And 


244 Mifchiefs arifing from Mifiakes Chap.8. 


O that we, who have fo perverfly refifted all the 
defigns of his Jove, would nowtry todefeat that 
of his anger, rob him of thofe inteftine avengers 
within our own breafts, thofe flefoly lufts which 
fight againft the Soul, 1 Pet.2. 10. which donot 
only provoke, but execute his Wrath, and make 
us more miferable thanHe/ itfelf could do with- 
out them ; and God knows ’tis more than time for 
us, to feek an efcape from fo formidable mifchiefs: 
O let us not contract one minutes delay, let us 
caft our felves at the feet of our offended God, 
and as thofe who are condemn’d to difgraceful 
Executions, ufe to petition for fome death of lefs 
Infamy, asa boon and favour; fo let us beg, that 
he will pleafe to think us worth his own correétion; 
that whatfoever we fuffer from his hand, yet that 
we may not (like to Herod) be deliver’d up to the 
Joathfome fortune of being devour’d by our own 
putrefaction. Ina word, letus form Davids 
choice into an importunate prayer , and earneft] 
beg that we may fall into the hands of God, and not 
into the hands of men,at leaft not of our felves, who - 
are more to be dreaded thanall our other Ene- 
mies. | | 
- INDEED till we dothus, our profperities 
are far from real, and do in this juftifie our moft 
mutinous repinings, that we are never the better 
forthem, nay, muchthe worfe; yet fince ’tis on- 
ly we that have enervated them, they will ftand 
upon our account in their proper weight and va- 
lue: When our receipts are fummed up, God will 
charge us with them, not as thofe empty ufele/ 
| - things 


things we have made them, but as thofe great and 
folid bleffings he intended them. And certainly 
this is moft deplorable ill managery, to referve. 
nothing to our felves but the burthen and account 
ofour good things; to enjoy nothing, and yct be 
anfwerable forall. In fecular things men ufually 
pay with fome regret for thofe things, of which 
they have only anticipated the ufe: But with 
what difmal reluctancies fhall we come to pay 
- for thefe, ofwhich we have made no advantage ?. 
_ And mutft therefore pay the dearer becaufe we 
have not; it being not fo much the things, as our. 
employing ofthem to our benefit, whereof God 
willexactaccount. His anger is then only in- 
cens d, when we refift his Jove; and his only - 
quarrel to usis, for fruftrating his defign of ma- 
king us happy. And fure thofe well deferve his’ 
wrath, that wil] provoke it on fuch terms ; yet fo 
perverfe is the choice, as of all finners in gene- 
ral, fo efpecially of thi Nation at this time, 
who have all before us which might make us hap-. 
py in both worlds, ifwe did not Madly affect.to © 
be foin neither. God grant we may recover the. 
Sobriety to make wifer eleétions, before it be out. 
of our power to make any, and we be foundto 
{tand to the mifchiefs of our own wild Option. 
THE Reader will perhaps think, I have gone 
beyond the limits of a moderate digreffion ; but’ 
the too great. copioufrefs of the Theme, muft be 
my excufe : fuch over-grown Vices cannot well be | 
drawn in little’; and where there is fuch a multi- 
tude, the moft fuperficial view of Each, is rather 
| : R ‘ propor- 
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proportional to a diffinét Traét, than tothe few 
Pages it has borrowed in this. My greater fear 
is, that the event may prove it impertinent, 
there being not much hope that a private whifper 
fhall be heard by thofe, who are deaf to the loudeff 
calls of Heaven, and have made no other ufe of 
thofe various and fignal Providences we have been 
under, than to defeat the defign of them. 
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CHAP. IX. | 
A Survey of the Mifchiefs arifing from Difputes in 


general. 


. 4 HESE are fome of thofe many artifi- 
ces, whereby Satan like a cunning Pick- 
fock, flyly robs us of our grand trea/ure, 

the power and efficacy of our Chriftianity, and 
leaves us only the empty Casket, the name and 
formal Profeffion;that which ferves only to make 
us proud; not rich, confident, nor fafe: And God 
knows, fo many are daily thus befeol’d by him, fo 
many fall as preys to thefe his Stratagems, as 
might,one would think, glut the eagereft malice, 
and fuperfede all farther defigns: but fo infatiate 
is this — Devourer, that retail-prizes, though - 
never fo frequent, do rather enrage than fatisfie 
his appetite: He is Enemy not only to this or that 
man, but to mankind in grofs, and therefore as if 
_ he fear’d that even his malice might not prove in- 
| defatigable 
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defatigable enough for fo many diftindt purfuits, 
he contrives more compendious methods of de- 
{truction : Frames fuch Engines as take off whole 
ranks; nay troops; compounds fuch active Poy- 
fon, as like a Pettilence, kills multitudes at once. 
It is too triviala Mifchief to annoy-the outward 
parts, itishis Maftery to {pread an unfeen ve- 
nome in the Bowels, thence to diffufe itfelf 
throughout, mix with the vital {pirit, and convert 
that kindly beat which should animate, into thofe _ 
wild srregular flames which ravine and confume: 
And this is done by that Peftilential f{pirit of ds- 
vifion, that heat of difputation, which has for fo 
many ages poffeft and wafted the Cuatholick 
Church ; and by an unhappy kind of Magick tranf- 
form’d the zeal of Chriftian praéfice into an itch 
ofunchriftian Difpute; made the queftions about 
our Greed more numerous than the /etters of its; _ 
and by multitudes and contrariety of Paraphrafes 
fo confounded and obfcur’d the Text, that what 
was anciently the badge and teffera of Chriftian 
Communion, ferves us for no other purpofe, but 
as an occafion of breaking it. eo 

SO long as the Church retain’d the fimplicity 
of Chriftian doctrine, lookt on her fasth as the 
Foundation of her obedience, and endeavour’d to 


_ propagate to her Children fuch an underftanding - 


of the one, as was moft apt to promote the other ; 
She happily made good the title Ghriff gives her, 
Gan.6.ofhis Love; his Dove, his Undefil’d one: 
but when the Serpent had once got into this Para- 
difs, infus’d his /ubtslties, and nice intricacies 
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into mens Brains; and left that fhould not bé 
ruinous enough, his venome alfo into their 
Hearts : Then began all thofe unhappy Metamor- 
_ phofes, in comparifon of which, thofe of the Po- 
etsareas trivial as they are Fabulous: then that 
faith which was once infeparably joyn’d with the 
patience of the Saints, forfook that tame compa- 
ny, and linkt itfelf with the moft contrary qua- 
lities of wrath and bitternefs; and thofe whofe 
Profeffion it was to reff unto bloud, ftriving 
againit fin, purfued to bloud thofe that refitted — 
them in any of their fpeculations: Then that 
paffive Valour which had rendred them fo vene- 
. rable to their Heathen Enemies, converted fome, 
tired out others, and amaz’d all; fadly degene- 
rated into that active malice, which from per/ecu- 
ted Ghriffians, entituled them to that moniftrous 
{tyle of Chriftian perfecutors. And that ardent 
tove, which had ft ote up fo many Holocautts 
to God, was fupplanted by that fiery hatred, that 
‘made no lefs acceptable oblationsto Satan. 
THIS miferableand dedtructive change was 
fo much the intereft of the Enemy of Souls, that 
we cannot wonder he should fo ftudioufly pro- 
mote it; and indeed never did he at once fo ap- 
prove his malice and fubtslty: Lwould I could not 
fay fuccefs alfo, as in this defign ; in comparifon 
whereof, all his other Projects {peak him but2 
Puny ; this is his one Goliah-Stratagem,which has 
ferv'dhim not only to defie, but even defeat the 
Armies of the leving God. at 
NOR is his Sagacity more obfervable in the 
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choice, and main drift ofthe Defign, than inthe 
ways Of Effecting it; had he brought into the 
Primitvve Chureh thofe large fcrolls of difpu- 
table points, wherewith he has fill’d the Modern ; 
that more charitable Age muft needs have ftart- 
led and difcern’d, that that feeming Fealoufie for 
Truth, was indeed nothing but a reab defign — 
again{t Peace; and would furely never have part- 

ed with that facred depofitum, that precious be 
cy fo lately se by Chrift, for thofe vain 
jangiings, thofe School-fubtilties which now en- 


tertain the world. But ashe that would divert 
aman fromthe guard of fome important Tréa- 


fure, alarms him in fome other of his greateft in- 


. terefiss fohe at firft raifes up Herefies of the grea- 


te{t magnitude, ' whofe blafphemous confequen- ° 
cies fo fhook the whole Fabrick of Religion, that 
what was Uzzahs Rafhnefs, feemed then every 

mans advifed Duty, to put hus hand to the uphold- 


ing of the tottering Ark. - How could thofe who 
had been baptiz’d into the faith of the BlefledTri- | 


nity, fuffer the Arians to rob them of the Second 
Perfon, the Macedonians of the Third, the Va- 
lentinians and Manichees fo to defpife the Firft; 
asto fet up again{ft him a Rival principle ofbe- — 
ing ? How could thofe who had fo folemnly re- 
nounc’d the World, the Flefh and the Devil, fee 
them all bowed to by the temporizing, unclean, 
idolatrous Gnoffscks ? Thefe were fuck invafions 
as feemed to commiffionate all that could weild 
the {word of the Spirit to take it up,and engage in 
this Warfare, Butall this while ’twasafad Di- 
a R3 ...... bemma 
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‘lemma to which the Church was driven; if fhe 
ave countenance to thefe feducers, fhe betrayed 
aa faith; if fhe entred the copte/t,fhe violated her 
unity; the one would undermine her foundation, - 
the other would make a breach in her walls. 
AND the Devil was too old an Artift to lofe . 
the advantage; he knew well, that even ajuft and 
neceflary defence does by giving men acquain- 
tance with War, take off fomewhat from the ab- 
horrence of it, and infenfibly difpofe them to far- 
ther Hoftilities ; and therefore he tail’d not to pro- 
yide /parks for that matter, which was now grown. 
fo combuftible; nor did he always fend them 
from the dottomlefs pit, but fometimes borrowed 
fire from the Altar to confume the Votaries, and 
bythe mutual collifion of well-meant zea} fet 
~ even Orthodox Chriftians ina flame. A memo- 
table inftance of this was the difpute about Eafter ; 
wherein while the veneration they had of the glo- 
rious Refurrection of Chriff, prompted them to 
commemorate it in the exacteft manner they _ 
could, the Serpent creeps into this Paradife, and 
though they had the fame common end, yet on 
| pean of fone little diflenting inthe way, the 
heat of devotion infenfibly degenerated into that 
of contention ; and by being very tenacious of a cir- 
cumftance of that celebration, they loft the more — 
eflential requifite, that of Charity ; kept the Feaft — 
— dadeed, but with the leven of malice, and abfurd- 
Jy commemorate the redintegration of his Watu- 
rat Body, by mutilating and dividing his My/s- 
gz So likewifein the bufinefs of Rebaptizati- 
| on 
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on, while one fide in a pious abhorrence of Here- 
fie, thought the ftain like that of Original Sin, 
could not be done away by any Purgation lefs fo- 
lemn then that of Baptifm, and the other in a juft 
reverence of ancient cuffom, and jealoufie of inno- 
vation oppofed it; the Difpute lafted till the 
Scene was changed, and thofe who deliberated of 
the manner of recesving Hereticks into the 
Church, were themfelvesas fuch turn’d out of it. ' 
No lefs well meant were the Originals of the No- 
vatian and Donatift Herefies, a as equally un- 
happy were their ffues: For inthem all,- when 
bitter Zeal was once fermented, through its apti- 
tude to receive, and the Devils vigilance to admi- 
nifter occafions, the Orthodoxy or Herefie of lives 
foon became terms out-dated, and men were mea- 
fur’d only by opintons: That fword of the fpsrit 
which was at firft defign’d againft vicious practi- 
ces, had its edge rurn’d acaintt fpeculative noti- 
ons; in fomuch, that at laft likethat of Foab, 2 
Sam. 20.8. it had got fuch an aptnefs to fall ont, 
that it was always a ready inftrument of Execu- 
tion, till even a Philofophical point,as that of the 
Antipodes, was refolv'd with an Anathema; and 
not to know the Sy{teme of this prefent World, 
made forfeiture of that to come. | 
BUT alas, thefe, though great defections 
from Primitive unity, were but -modeft effays, 
and feeble affaults, compar’d with thofe which 
infefted the fucceeding ages: This root of bitter- 
-neSwasthen but a probationer in the foyle, and 
though it fent forth fome off-fets to preferve its 
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kind; yet Satan was fain to be at fome pains to 
cherifh and nurfe them up, placed them under 
the fhadow of the Sanctuary, and got them like 
‘the treacherous Ivy, fupperted by that gsety 
they were defigned to deftroy; but it wasnot 
long ere they had got firmer rooting and 
{trength, not only to propagate, but multiply. 
Every Difpute in Religion grew prolifical, andin 
ventilating one queftion, many new ones were 
ftarted: And as queffions grew numerous, fo 
. did Seéfs too; every Opinion almoft confti- 
tuted a new party, and thofe again fubdivided 
into many others; fo that of all the firft Viola- 
tors of Primitive unity, we fcarce find any, 
who did not revenge their Scht/m upon them- 
“felves, by feparating from .one another, as they 
had all done from the Church; till at laft the 
progeny both of Sects and Opinions grew fo. 
- numerous, that he who would exact an account, 
mutft be fent like 44raham, to the Sky or to the. 
Shore; the Stars or Sands being as apt a fub- 
ject of Arithmetick as they. Whence it is 
brought to pafs, that Sztan now may leave his 
toilfome labour of compaffing the Earth; men 
do his bufinefs for him, giving him leifure to be 
ohly a Cheerful Speétator of their Divinity- 
prizes; the bloudy combates of Ecclefiafick Gla- 
 daators. | = | 
AND that he may be fecur’d never to want 
that pleafing divertifement, the /ater Ages have 
_ been careful to train him up Gombatants, it being 
now become a diftinct fort of Learning,-a new 
4s . * Species 
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Species of Divinity, to raife nice queffions, create 
new difficulties, branch out with fond diftinélsons — 
our holy ‘Faith, which the pious Simplicity of 
the firft Chriftians, receiv'd to practice; not to 
read upon as an Anatomy, unbowel and diffect to 
try experiments, much lefs to bring ‘into the 
Theatve,. there made tofight and bleed, to fhew 
men fport, and try the skill of the unhappy 
{word-men, and Mafters of defence. The form 
of found words, which in its native frame and con- 
{titcution was moft enlivening and Salubrious, 
diffolv’d and melted by Chimical preparation, cea- 
{es to be nutritive ; and after all the labours of the 
Alembeck, and hopes ofan Elixir, infenfibly eva- 
porates, and vanifhesto Air; or leaves in the re- 
cipient a foul Empyreuma; or fretting corrofive. 
An endlefs dotage about ‘names and words, and 
then as endlefs quarrel for them, appearing the 
commenfurate effeét of the long {tudies of thofe 
Difiiwers in Divinity, who boaft.its Sublimati- 
) 


n. | | bef 
| IT is indeed a thing worthy of the greateft 


both wonder and lamentation, to fee how the. 


plaineft, and molt fimple propofition, when it falls. _ 


into the hands of thefe Artis, is mangled and dif- 
joynted,is rarified, exalted, and refin’d : He whofe 
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Miracles are very difparate, no folid nourifhment 
being deriv’d by the one, but on the contrary, 
Stones given usin ftead of Bread, and thofe too 
for the worft purpofes, even to fling at oneano- 
ther, as if becaufe ffoning was the death of the 
firft Chriftian eMartyr, we defign’d his Charity 
to the fame fate with himfelf; that divine Ge- 
feel grace having fince faln under as thick a 
fhowre, and with this fharp aggravation too,that 
whereas he fuffered from Fews, Chriftians are be- 
come its executioners: whileft thofe who pretend 
to be Champions of the Faith, Irrefragable, An- 
gelical, and Seraphical Doéfors, not only fill the 
Church with quarrels whileft they live, but be- 
queath them in their writings to pofterity; as 
Zifcais {aid to have done his skin, to be made an 
Incentive to war and confufion. o's 
IT was the policy of Fultan to fhut up the 
Fountains of humane learning from the Chriftian 
youth, left they fhould there gain fuch acutenefs, 
as might render themthe more formidable Ad- 
verfaries to Pagani{m : but could he have forefeen 
that they would have employed thofe Weapons. 
not againft the common Enemy, but one another, he 
wcnil a tasks have revers’d the Stratagem, free- 
ly opened thofe Magazeens whence they might 
furnifhthemfelves for their mutual ruine, and 
have as folicitoufly promoted their Learning, as 
ever he obffrutted it. Iam very far from abetting 
their arrogant folly, who either decry humane 
learning in general, or make it fuch a Moabite, 
or Ammonite, that however it be admitted in . 
7 | | 7 UH 
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- wsbhConverfe, muftbe interdic¢ted the Sanétuary. ° 
Our Religion prefcribes us rational not brutifh 
Sacrifices, and therefore defpifes not any of thofe 
advantages which may improve our reafon, exalt 
the man, and deprefs the deaf? in us: yet furc we 
fhall derogate very impioufly from Chrifts pro- 
phetick office, if we allow not Divinity to be the 
Supreme and nobleft Science; fuchas is to be 
ferv’d andattended, not regulated and govern’d 
by thofe inferior: but that juft order feems now 
to be inverted; divine learning is brought down 
to-humane ; the Semplicity of Chriftian doctrine fo 
perplext and confounded with Philofophical nice- 
ties, that Platoand Arifotle are become the Um- 
pires of our Religion, and we muft goask Hea- 
thens how far we fhall be Chriftians. Thofe deep 
things of God, as the Apoftle calls them, 1 Cor.2.10. 
-and of which he pronounces the natural man an 
incompetent Judge, are yet brought before that 
Tribunal, fubjected to be fcanned by rules of Art : 
but alas, our line is too fhort to found thofe 
Depths. Men rafhly undertake to underftand 
sncomprehenfible, to order infinite, define ineffa- 
| ble things: and then no wonder if their concepti- 
ons differ for where there is no vifible truth, 
whercin to Center, error is as wide as mens Phan- 
ctes, and may wanderto Eternity: while multi- 
- tudes runcariers in the dark, it is not ftrange 
7 have them juftle, and overthrow each o- 
ther. . | 
AND doubtlefs were the Controverfies which | 
have fa long harafed the Church throughly rey 
| min’c 
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min’d, many of them would be found of this na- 
ture. Anhumble belief has been judg’d too flug- 
gifh and dull an exercife for men of acute parts, 
and therefore they would not take faith’s ward 
that fo it is, unlefs rezfon will be her furety, and 
fhew them how; but fure it had been much for the 
pea-e of the Church and fafety of Souls, if Myfte- 
ries had been permitted to be Myfferies; that 
thofe fublimer parts of our fasts had been enter- 
tain’d with more veneration, and lefs of difguz- 
fition, and that while even the learned’ft doac- 
knowledge them to be dAbyffes, they would 
not confute that confeffion, by attempting to _ 
fathom them. But alas, fo prepofterous has 
been the procedure, that thofe things which 
were indeed inexplicable, have been rackt and 
- tortur’d to difcover themfelves, while in the 
mean, the plainer, and more acceffible truths, as 
if defpicable while eafie, are clouded and ob- 
{cur’d; fo many fubtile — rais d about them, 
that the Theorick of Chriftianity is become harder 
than the Praéick; a grace is much mere readi- 
ly acquir’d than defin’d, and that key of knew- 
tedge which fhould give us entrance into the 
clofets and receffés of religion, is by fo much. 
tampering and wrenching made ufelefS; ferves 
only to bufie us at the door, and fo in effect 
— rather a bar to keep us out, thana key to 
etusin. Thus perverfe are the contradsétiens of 
humane deprav’d nature; which like our. firfé 
parents take it unkindly, that God has referv'd 
any thing from us, and boldly attempt to — 
| | Qwn 
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down his enclofures, to rob himof his peculzar ; 
and yet inthe mean, as induftrioufly contrive to 
rob our felves of our own, by cancelling both © 
parts of Gods diftribution, neither leaving fe- 
cretthings to the Lord our God, nor the revealed 
ones to us and our children, Deut.29.29. Cer- 
tainly the firft propagators of our Faith, pro- 
ceeded at another rate; they well knew that not 
the drain but the heart was the proper foil for — 
that celeftial Plant, and therefore did not amufe 
their Profelytes with curious’ queftions, but fet 
them tothe active part of their religion. We 
{ce what brief and plain inftructions S. Peter 
“ge his Gatechumens, Acts 2.38. Repent and be 
aptizd every one of you for the remiffion of fins: 
and this it feems as a full preparation for the 
gift of the Holy Ghoft, which he there promifes 
upon thefe only conditions. This was that vi- 
gorous Seed which at once Prune up {uddenly, 
and rooted deep too, and produc’d the liberal har- 
velt of that day: but fure had thofe three thou- 
fand fouls, been Catechiz'd by our modern Gz- 
fuifts, we had feen a wide difference, not only in 
_ the expedition but fuccefs. In like manner we 
fee Acts 8. how fhort a Creed qualified in S. P4s- 
lips jadgment for the Eunuchs baptifm: and we > 
find S. Daal whofe education enabled hini for the 
fubtileft definitions, yet delivers his whole do- 
Ctrine in this compendium, Acts 20. 21. Re- 
pentance towards God, and fatth towards our Lord 
Jelus Ghriff; and ’tis obfervable how he intro- — 
duces this with a profeffion that be bad kept back 
Se Se | nothing 
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nothing that was profitable for them, Verf. 20. and 
ra it Verf.27. with another, that he had not 
| fhunned to declare unto them the whole counfeb of 
God; from whence ’tis obvious for the fhalloweft 
difcourfer to infer, that the whole counfel of 
God as far as it is incumbent for man to know, at 
lealt neceffitate medi, is comprizd in that one 
breviat of Evangelical truth: and certainly 
whileft all the dsvifion of thefe generals, was the 
diftributing them into praétice, they were found 
moft fertile feminaries of all Vertue; but when 
they came tobe dichotomiz’d, and canton’d out 
into curious acrial notions, they loft their prolj- 
fick nature: that fruitful land became a wilder- 
nefs, a wild and intricate maze, where men 
fooner lofe themfelves, than find either truth or 
bolinefs. 7 
W HEN Chriftianity firft attefted itfelf 
by miracles, it produced in the hearts of its con- 
verts, afirm affent to the truth of the Doéfrine, 
and an awful reverence and adoration of that God, 
who had given fuch power unto men, awaking 
themtoan Enquiry after duty, fo to propitiate 
that omnipotence whofe Fury it appear’d impof- 
fible to bear: And this fure was 2 much more ge- 
- nuine effeét, than ifthey had bufied themfelves in 
thofe many unprofitable curiofities, nice, yet bold 
enquiries into the divine attributes which now 
a-days ferve only to fupplant that pious venera- 
tion weowetothem. | 
IN likemanner the comprehenfive enuncia- 
tion of Chrift, «Mar. 16.46. He that —— 
: fea 
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forall be faved, and he that believeth not fhall be ~ 
damn’ d, was received by the firft Chriftians, as 
the condition on which the two fo diftant ftates 


of Salvation or damnation depended, and ac- 


cordingly excited their diligence, to attain the 
one, and avoid the other. And this certainly was 
amuch more concerning employment, than to 
have entertain’d themfelves with the modern 
difpute, whether fome antecedent decree of God 
had not irreverfibly determin’d them to the one 


— orother; a difguifition that has ferv’d only to 


keep us Idly bufie, fet our heads a working, but 
folds up our bands like Solomon's fluggard in our 
bofoms. SoalfowhenS. Paul affirms it the de- 


fign of Ghriffs giving bimfelf for us, to purifie to 


himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works ; the 
Primitive Chriftians had no other defign than to 
comport with that his purpofe; to be what\he 
died to make them, and to atteft their Zeal to 
good works, by being actually rich in them. 
They took Chriff’s word, that he that gave the 
meaneft dole for his fake, (hould not lofe bis reward; 
thought themfelvesfure enough upon his promife, 


and never difputed the proportion either of © 


Worth or Congruity between the work and wa- 

es; and had the Modern done the like, our works 
Pad not fo unhappily evaporated into words; we . 
had talkt lefs and done more. 

"TWERE eafie to. draw the: Parallel 
through all the points which bufied the devotion 
of the firff Ages, andthe curiofity of the /ater: 
By all which it would be evident,how much Chri- 


{tian 


ftian doctrine has éof in its Efficacy, fince it 
gain'd in its Bulk: how we have embafed our 
Coin by multiplying it ; and have divided our fam 
into fo many, and fo fmall Fractions, as our 
“Arithmetick can {carce number, never unite. We 
fhould think him very ridiculous, that fhould 
hope to advance his crop, by grinding the corn 
he fows: yet, methinks, this has been the Me- 
thod of our Spiritual husbandmen, who have 
{carce fuffered one grain of our faith to {cape En- 
tire. “Tis faid that the dnt, when fhe lays in her 
winter-ftock, bites the ends of the Corn, as being 
Natural enough to know that will certainly 
prevent its fprouting: And fure that little con- 
temptible creature whom Solomon appoints to 
preach induftry to the fluggard, may in this point 
read Philofophy too, to our greateft Dodétors ; 
convince them that that feed which they mangle 
with fo many Diftinctions and Divifions, wil] 
never {pring up into Chriftian praéfice: Itwill 
rather be like the Dragons teeth, Cadmus is {aid 
to have fown, whofe immediate production was 
a hoftile band combating one another. A fable 
which, God knows, we have found too fadly 
moraliz'd in our School-contentions, only with 
thisunhappy difference, thst ours are more #m- 
mortals our Serpentine breed fight but never die, 
oppofe but deftroy not one another. | ; 
AND then ’twill not appear f{trange'to fee 
the firft feeds of difcord fo prodigioufly en- 
creas’d, that they now over-{pread the face'‘of the-. 
Earth: for whereas in all other things there _ 
| is 
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is a fucceffion, ‘one generation goes and another 


comes, and fo though the fPectes continue, the In- 
dividuals perith ; thefe feem to haye the agcurft 


7 Priviledge of propagating and not expiring, and 


to have reconcil’d the procreativenefs of corpore- 
al, withthe duration of t#corporeal Subftances: 
This is fuch an advantage toward their multépl:- 
cation, that we may grieve, but cannot wonder 
to find them Swarm; not like Bees to bring pro- 


. fit, but like Locufs to devour every greenthing — 
~ in the land; nor is it now in the power of all the 


eMagicians of —Lgypt to caft them out: for wer¢ 


it poffible ever to become Stans interef{t to fup- 
. prefs them, he would certainly find himfelf in 
. the cafe of one of his young Conjurers, to have 


rais’a more {pirits than he could Jay. Mens 


- now étrritated Paffiens,, and formed interefts, 
. the great fomenters of difputes, would prove too 


— Devils, even for Beelzebab himfelf to Ex- 
orcife. | a 

BUT ’tistoo fure his Kingdom-will never fo 
divide againft itfelf; it fuits not only with hig 


| Nature, but with his Ends to perpetuate our 


Scrifes, and therefore as ifour doctrinal debates 
were not cnough to fecure his purpofe, he has 


‘an auxiliary troop of ritual differences to at- 


tachus. The Leprofe which infefts the folider: 
parts of our Religion, has paft fromthe dedy to 
the very Garments; the moft exterior adberen- 
ees, Habits, Geftures, Days, every thing that 
has but the remoteft fabferviency to Piety, are 
become the objeéts of fierce Contefts, and have fo 

| Ss _encreas’d. 
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encreas’d the number and heat of our quarrels, 
that ’tis unneceflary, perhaps impoffible, to add 
more ; if he can but keep up thefe,as God knows, 
he is too like todo, his Kingdom will be compe- 
tently guarded, they being ‘his oreatelt fecursty 
again{t that power of Godline(s, that vital force of 
hriftianity, he fe much dreads : that they are fo, 
is obvious enough to him that takes but the grof- 
feft confus’d view of them. But that we may 
better difcern the degrees of his sdvantage 
and our own mifchief, twill not be amifs tocon- 
fider them more attentively, make fome diftinct 
obfervations, not of a//, for that were endlefs, but 
of fome of their moft eminent Effeéts, which we 
fhall find fo pernicious and deftructive, as fuffi- 
ciently fpeak their relation, and fubferviency to 
the great Abaddon. | | 
- AND inthe firft place, ifwe confider them 
only privatively, asthey fupplant and juftle out 
our greater concerns, we fhall find them fadly 
milchiewns, indeed to fuch a degree, that were 
they not chargeable with any pofiteve Il], they 
were by thistheir meer negative Force, compe- 
tent Inftruments of our ruine. Did they actu 
_ ally convey no venome, yet while they fub- 
{tract our nourifhment, their effects will be 
fure to be deadly; Graceas wellas Nature being 
liable to be ftarv’das well as poyfoned. Chriffsa- 
nity is not a dull unactive, but ftirring bufie 
State, and therefore we {till find it in the Gofbel 
reprefented under the eMetaphors which imply 
the greateft Induftry and Activity; ’tis a trade,a 
, | patch, 
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watch, avace, a combat, and, it affigns us tasks 
enough to juftifie the propriety of the Tropes: And - 
therefore as oii the one. ie, the fleepy Profef- 
for will at laft find he has but dreamt of thofe 
~ glorious Rewards he expects’; fo on the other, 
he that frames himfelf another Scheme, that la- 
bours, but not in Gods vineyard, that bufies 
Ahimfelf in things. extrinfick to that one great 
Sphere of motion, the Evangelical Precepts, will 
finally difcern that he has But rolled Sy/ipbus his 
ftone, efpous’d a toyle under whiclt he may indeed 
‘be weary and heavy laden, but will never find re# 
to his Soul.. _ | _ 
AND then what can be more perfectly 
adapted to his aim, who defires to propagate 
his own eternal reftlefnefs unto us, than thus to 
commute our tasks, exchange thefe pleafant and 
| gainful ones, which God affigns us, for thofe un- 
eafte.and frustlef, we impofe on our felves. "Tis 
‘truce, we find too many of thofe unprofitable 
works of darknefs to bufie and employ us: buel 
think no one, nay Iam apt to fay not all others 
together, -have proved fo effectual to his purpofe, 
as this of raifing and maintaining parties in Reli- 
| gton. “Tis too ufual a policy of States to fecure 
themfelves from the fear of a potent Neighbour; 
by fomenting a civil dsfcord in his Kingdom: Sz- 
tan has in this inftance found it a lucky Strata- 
gem, it having proved the moft powerful re-. 
vulfive of his danger. I will not examine, 
whether he borrowed it, from, or lent it to 
our Machavilians, but fure he may from his 
; 2 sown 
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own experience recommend it with the atteftati- 
on ofa Probatum eft. ; | 
INDEED thisart of diverfion gives hima 
full fecurity againft all he fears in our Chriftia- 
nity,for ‘tis not the title he envies tous, or dreads 
himfelf; we know he long fince had courage to 
_ contemn the name even of Chrift, -when invoked 
by thofe whofe practices joyn’d with him in defy- 
ing it; while weare but Jemifh Exorcifis, make 
no other ufe of Chrift, but to get us a reputation 
and a trade, he can deal well enough with us. 
Seven fons of Sceva are not half fo terrible to him 
as one St. Paul ; *tis him only he fears, that tothe 
form has joyn'd the power of Godlinefs: That Ex- 
orci{mhe knows he cannot refift, and therefore 
has very dexteroufly found a way to divert it, by 
engaging us in thofe contentions which allow us 
not to think of the praGtical part of our profefii- 
on. By the confus’d notfe of Battel, quite drown- 
ing that voice behind us, which fays, Tht u the 
way, walk init. Nay, by this fubtilty he does not 
only divert, but foreftall alfo; like the Pbili- 
fiines, allows no Spear or Sword that may be us’d 
-againft hsm, but takes up all thofe Inftruments 
by which we fhould work the work of God. We 
know to all affairs of Importance there are three 
neceflary concurrents, without which they can ne- 
ver be difpatcht; Time, Induftry, and Facultses ; 
and the more weighty and difficult the Bufinefs 
is, the greater Degree of each of thefe is requi- 
fite. Nowcertainly the mtereff of our Soulsis 
not the flighteft concern we have: the avoidin 
eternal 
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eternal mifery, the acquiring endlefs 446 is not 
fo trivial, or fo eafie a matter, as to be the Work 
of a moment, the purchafe of fome few yawning: 
wifbes, ox volatile phancies : We who is to difpenfe 
the Rewards, has propos’d us other Conditions, 
affign’d usWork which takes up no lef§ time than 
that of our wholé lives; no lefs intention than of 
our whole powers: And theh if we fuffer any thing 
elfe to. interpofe, and defaulk what is thus en- 
tirely requifite;. if we cut new Channels for that 
which fhould run in this one full current, ’tis eafie 
to divine what the Event will be: For man being 
finite both in hisnature and operations, the time 


and attention he beftows on one. thing, muft ne- 


ceffarily be fubftracted ‘from another. And . 
therefore if our Difputes about Religion enter- 
tain and bufie us, they muft nase inter- 
rupt our attendance on practick Duties; and fo 
whileft we quarrel with one another, give eur 
great Majer too juft ground of quarrel with us 
all, by neglecting the great, and indeed only Bu- 


. 


finefs entruftedtous. | 

NOW indeed that our contentions do thus 
divert us,is too apparent to any that fhall confider 
it inany ofthethree forementioned particulars ; 
for, firft for our time, they do not only infenfibly 
{teal away muchof it (a modefty which moft 
other diverfions do ftill retain) but .Magiftertal’y 
exact it, and accordingly have large parcels ot it: 
_folemnly and avowedly devoted to them; the | 
Scanning old queftions, and raifing new ones, having © 
been the profeft Bufinefs of many mens lives 5 


jp 
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their very Vocation and Trade wherein they have 
arrived to fuch eminence,as fhews they made /lerat 
oblations of theix Time to. it: And of this ever 
age has left fo many Records, as the meer read- 
ing them would allow few vacant minutes to the 
fucceeding : And had not tsme a little — his 
own quarrel, and confum’d many. of thofe wri- 
tings, by which himfelf was wafted, the Hyper- 
bole would not be very extravagant in this cafe, 
which we find warrantably us‘d in.another, Foh.2 1, 
that even the world it felf could not contain the 
Books which have been written. As itis, there are 
more than enoughtoemploy, nay, devourtime ; 
for when men once launch into the vaft Ses of 
Controverfie, they are tofled there endlefly, and 
feldom recover a harbouy, Difficulties like waves 
crouding one upon the neck of another; And ac- 
colinely we fee in Polemick Difbutes, how every 
rejoynder {wells bigger and bigger, till like the 
Prophets cloud,from a hand breadth it over-{pread 
the Heavens; every little Manual becomes the 
‘Parent of vaft Volumes; and unlefs the evil cure 
 itfelfby majoration ; unlefs the greatnefs of the 
task bring in defpair to fupplant curiofity, and 
keep men from reading, the fpeétators will have as 
little refpite, as the Combatants; both Writers 
and Readers will be fo ingroft, that ‘they will 
have little leifure for any thing elfe. AndIdare 
in this appeal to any, that have engag’d deep either 
_ way, whether they, have not found it experimen- 
tally true: I wifhthey would but fnatch fome 
broken parcel asa plank from the common /lip- 
7 st ar es | wr ack 


Phap.o. from Difputes in generat. «26 7 


wrack of their time; re{cue a few minutes for a 
fober reflection, and audit what real Profit ac- 
crues to them fromthe expence of fo many pre- 
cious Hours; how much it advances that grand ~ 


.bufinefs for which their Time here was allotted, . 


and according to which their Eternity bereafter 
will be awarded: always remembring, that ifit 
promote it not, it hinders it, by diverting that 
time which fhould have been fo employed: And 
indeed there cannot be a more comprehenfive mi/- 
chief than this of the JofS of time, it being that 
which virtually contains the fruftrating of all 
other Advantages, whereby we fhould work out 
our Salvation. The operations even of Chriff 
himfelf were, he tells us, limited to a certain 
feafon: Imuft work the work of my Father whilef it 
is day, the night cometh when no man can work; 
and if the Night overtake us, it matters not how 
we are ftored with inftruments of Action, fince 
they all at once then become ufelefs. Our Laws 
ariciently fet a greater penalty upon the ftealing 
Beafts of breed, than on other Cattel of the fame 
fpecies, as calculating the damage by the poffibi- — 
lities of which the Owner was robb’d. Time is 
the univerfal womb of things and actions; and 


_ therefore when we lofe that, we fuffer an accu- 


mulative prejudice, forfeit our Rights in reverfion, 
as wellas our Poffeffions, our capacities, aswellas 
enjoyments, Asinan Abortion the unhappy Mo- 
ther, befides the fruftration of her hopes, and . 
child-birth pains fuftain’d, acquires.an aptitude 


to mifcarry for the future, and never to be able to 


» 4 bring 


268 : Michtefs arifing § €hap.o- 
bring fortha vital birth: And thus, God knows, 
multitudes of Embryon-purpofes perifh, and the - 
mifery of it is, they are our beft that do fo. We 
generally purfue our frivolous projeéis with an 
active vigour, but keep our great and concerning 
affairs only in defign till death come and furprize 
us, which like the fatal Metamorphofes the Poets 
talk of, fixes us in the pofture it finds us, and fo 
prefents ys to Judgment. Now! would know of 
the moft eager Cuntender, whether he would not 
_ chufe then to be found with his hands ftretcht out 
in prayer to God, or alms to the poor, rather than 
dealing b/ows amongft his fellow fervants; if he 
would, certainly ’tishis concern to put himfelf 
into that form he would then appear in, to huf- 
band his little {pan of time fo, as may ftand him 
in {tead when time fhall be no more. : 
BUT itmen will needs be smprovident, yet 
why will they be ridrculous too? If they will barter 


away their time, methinks they fhould at leaft 


have fome eafe in exchange: but tobe induftri- 
ous ill-husbands, to lofe'all their advantage, and 
none of their toz/, is fuch a folemn piece of folly, 
as isat once matter of Scorn and Wonder; yet 
this is the very cafe here; out wranglings do not 
only exhauft our tsme, but our frength too: We 
purfue them with fo vehement an intention, as if 
our Faith propos’d not to us any other victory; 
but over this fort of Opponents: We run our 
felves breathlefs in this race, where the préze is 
only a few fading Leaves, or what is more tranfi- 
tory, alittle popular applaufe; and make not : 

wards 
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wards the incorruptible Crown, till weare grown 
too feeble and decrepit for the other purfpit. 
Men macerate their Bodies, and wafte their Spi- 
1} ritsin Polemsck ffudies, prefcribe themfelves no 
‘time of difcharge from that War, till they are 
able no longer to weild their weapons, and then, 
when meer Impotence makes them peaceable, be- 
gintocry out of contention, {natch up Devotion 
when Controverfic begins to be too heavy for, 
them, and at their Death przy for that peace of the 
Church,. which they have made it the bufinefs of 
their life to dzffurb. This as it fufficiently at- 
tefts what mens thoughts are in their cool bloud, 
what apprehenfions they have of the way when — 
they draw near'their journeys End; fo does it” 
abundantly evince the unfpeakable prejudice Pie- | 
ty receives from our Difputes; Thofe have the 
active and vigorous Abettors, while That is tarn’d 
off to Janguifhing bed-rid Votaries. So that the 
divifion between thefe two, is like that of the Ga- 
tel between Facob and Laban, all the ftronger to 
theone, and feebler tothe other: Would God 
the Scene were not in one refpect chaneg’d, and 
that the Syrize had not here pot the better ‘fhare. 
Bat in the mean time what greatér advantage cat 
Setan with for, our ftrength and induftry is di- 
verted upon thefe foreign expeditions, and Svon 
is left to be guarded by the lame and the blind; 
 fach only as are not ‘able to followthe Camp, and — 
then ’tis not ftrange to fee what {acoesful affaults 
hehas made, that that truce prabtick vertue which — 
pnce made fuch victorious falleys.on the a 
: a OLlGs 


World, is now baffled in its own Quarters, bea- 
-. ten from its Works, and driven to feek fhelter 
in obfcure corners, immures itfelf in fome few 
private breafts, and fo like an exil’d Prince, 
makes only fhift to lve, when it fhould reign. 
But alas, fhall we forever fuffer our felves to be 
thus befool’d, fhall this his ftale ftratagem after 
fo many hundred years ufe, nay, and detection 
too, lofe nothing of its Efficacy ? Muft we al- 
ways wafte our Recht in forging fhackles for 


our felves ? This is fuch an infatuation as Hofea. 


{peaks of, Chap. 9.7. Ihe Prophet 2 fool, the 
Spiritual man % mad : Would God,we would once 
put our felves under the difcipline. of ferious re- 
collection, it might perhaps cure the Phrenfie: 
Let him who has with unwearied diligence 
watcht all advantage againft his  Antagonift ; 
rack’d and tortured every period of his difcourfe, 


to make it confefs an abfurdity : Let him, I fay,. 


confider, how much better that snduftry had been 


employed in difcovering the fallacies of our com-. 


mon Adverfary, that old Sophifter, who puts the 
molt abufive Elenchs onus, whileft we are moft 


-bufie in putting them one upon another. Good 


God! how might true vital Chriftianity at this 
day have flourifht, if we would have beftowed our 
pains the right way ? At how much a cheaper rate 
might we have cherifht, than we deffroy her.- All 
parties pretend to be very careful of this Vine, are 
very bufic in fetting traps for the little Foxes, alt 
whom they are pleas’d to call Hereticks ; and in 
the mean time take no care of the wild Boar, he 
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' 
that not only fpoil her branches, but {tock up her 
, roots, fufter the moft favage beaftial vices to de- 
{troy both Power and Form of Godlinefs toge- 
| ther. ‘Thus unhappily do we divert our intenti- 
| ons from our moft important concerns. And 
as Archimedes is faid to have been fo vehemently 
intent upon a Geometrical figure, that he heard 
not of the taking of the City, tillan Enemy gave 
him his snformatson and death together: Sodo we 
fo bufie our felves in drawing our feveral Schemes _ 
of Religion(every of which will pretend to no lefs 
_ than Demonffration ) that in the mean, that which 
alone is true Religion, i is expos’d to the fury of the 
- Enemy, fack'd, ruinated, and like the ploug’d- 
up Fews/h Sanéfuary, not one {tone Jeft upon ano- 
ther... Certainly moft of the queffions which at 
this day diftarb Chriftendom, have in refbect of 
their matter no Propriety toward the propagating 
good Life, but, # reference to ther way of manages 
ry, allaptnefsto hinder it; how much were it 
then for our Eafe as well as profits to turn us into 
the plain road, where none of thefe Thorny diffi- 
culties will encumber us ? Alas, why fhould the 
Romani fi fo fweat to maintain hisPurgatory flame, 
asifhe already felt its heat, and would in this 
_ world antedate thofe pains, when the fame Indu- 
‘Ltry beftowed here to purifie himfelf from all filthi- 
ne[S of flefh and fpirst, would fubftract the matter 
ofthat Fire, and leave little for that furnace:to re- 
fine ; which were doubtlefs a much fecurer way, 
even: according to his own prenciples, than to truft 
to the uncertain devotion of others, to fetch him 
out 


out when once deeply ingulph’t:’Tis furely mach 
better to ftarve that Fire by ones own innocence, 
than to leave it to be extinguifht by the Tears 
and Piety of furviving friends. Why fhould the 
Socinian fo eagerly contend for the poffibility of 
keeping the Law, when one example would con- 


vince more than a thoufand arguments. Let him | 


bend his ftudy to make himfelf an. inftance of his 
own doctrine ; and then though he do finally fail 
in proving his Hypothefs, yet, if he do his utmoft, 
he will not fail of a better triumph, than that 
which the Schools ‘can give ;; and fo will even 
from his error extract me his very Stray- 
sng will bya happy Antiperiftafis, lead him into 
the way. . Why doesthe Predeftinartan fo adven- 
teroufly climbinto Heaven, to ranfack the cele- 
{tial Archieuvs, read Gods tidden Decrees, when 
with lefs labour he may fecure an 4uthentick tran- 
feript within himfelf; let him according to Saint 
Petersadvice, add tohw faith vertue, and to ver- 
tue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, &c. 
and that chain of vertues will ftand him in much 
more ftead, than if he could as infallibly (as fome 
have confidently ) demonftrate every link of Pre- 
deftination: Tis the affiduous praétice of Duty 
will make his calling and election fure; and un- 
lefs he can confute that divine Axiome, that 
without boline(none fhall fee the Lard; he cannot 
but confefs he may more profitably bufic his 
thoughts in labouring to become holy, thanin 
difputing whether he can chufe to be fo or not. 
Or laftly, why do we Ghriftians of feveral af 6 
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frens,, {o fiercely’ argue apainft the falvability of 


* each other, as if it were not only our Opinion, 


fe 
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but our Intereftand our With, that all fhould be. 


damn’ d, but thofe of our particular Seét ; when God 


knows, not only every Society, but every fingle 
perfon has enough todo, to work out bu own aL. | 
watton, which if we will take the Apoffles word, is 
to be done with fear and trembling, Phil.2.12. A 
temper very widely diftant from that of cenfuring 


and judging.. And fure we fhould not think that 


=a an x 


matlefacter more meriting, or more likely tobe 
acquitted, who fhould leap from the Bar to the 


' - Bench, and there condemn the whole Goal but 


himfelf, "Iwasa foberand Chriftian reply ofa 


- Jate learned Gentleman, whobeing askt by one, 


whether a Paps might be faved,an{wered you may 
be faved without knowing that. And would wecon- 
fine our cares and enquiries to thofe things which 
concern that one great Intereft, we might take 
befs pains, andyet do more work; be lefs bufie-be- 
dies, but more fruttful Chriffians, and .then fure 
*tis time we ask our felves the Wife mans queftion, 
Ecclef: 5.16. What profit hath he that laboureth for 
the wind? And at laft give over this unthriving | 
diligence, and not fo emulate the moft ftupid of 
Beafts, as to make our felves burthens, only that 
we may couch under them. | , 
| AND were this only Ifachars lot, *twere the 
lefs tobe regretted, but alfo Zebulon herein in- 
vades his portion; “tistheythat handle the pen 
of the Wrster, that have engroft this error, and — 
will not fuffer it tobe a Plebetan one. Nonedo 


fo 
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- fomuch this way mif-employ the two vulgar t:. 

lents of Time and Induftry; as thofe who havea 
third fuperadded to them, that of Extraordinary 
Faculties and endowments, which they do as pro- 
digally lavifh as either of the former. The Be. 
 ginners or Abettors of contentions have generally 
been Perfons of the moft acute refin’d wits and ex. 
cellent learning, which has enabled them for thofe 

uirks and fubtilties, of which ‘groffer under. 


ndings would have remain’d more happily ig- ] 


norant: A ftrange production that the greatef 
beauties of Natureand Art, fhould ingender the 
foule(t deformity in Religion. Thusalas, have Sz- 
tans altarsthe pre-emption of Gods, the fattett 
Oblation brought to feed the fire of contention, 
whileft that of devotion expires for want of Nov- 
-rifhment. It was indeed no wonder, that the 
blind zeal of Pagans had made him fo wantonly 

nice, that none but the choiceft victimes would 

fervehisturn; none but an Andromeda and-an 
Iphigenta, Royal and Virgin-facrifices propitiate 

his infernal Deities: but that among: Ghrifians 

he fhould ftill have the fame Eleétion, have the 

richeft treafures of thofe, who fay they war 

~ againft him, laid at his feet, have his choiceft 
weapons out of his Enemies magazeen, is a riddle 
that can fcarce be folved, but by concludin Ido- 
tatry has only chane’d its form, and that he fits 4s 
fecurely enfhrin’d in mens paffions and animolt- 
ties,as ever he did inan Ido/Temple; fo that he 
feems rather to have loft the pomp, than the power 
of Regiment. But admit, that he were not wart 
: 0 
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fo immediately Gods rival, that thefe /peculative 
debates had none of thofe adherencies, which do 


‘fo directly gratifiehim, yet ftill he is fecur’d of 


gaining fomewhat at rebound; for alas, when 
mens Pculties are thus employed, what Wea- 
pons are there left for the defence of true praétick 
wertue, and God knows, fhe needs them but foo 
much: Mens /ufs are grown fubtile Difputants, 


_ fothat the moft improved reafon may find work 


enough to manage the Conteft; And furely would 
men of parts timely have bent their endeavours 
this way, vice could not have got fo {trong a par- 


‘ ty. “Men are afhamed to be Profelytes to a weak 


Arguer, asthinking they muft part with their 
reputation, as well as their fin: and certainly no- 
thing isamore general dif{couragement from Pie- 
ty, than the opinson of its votaries not being Per- 
fons of Parts, and exalted Underftandings; a 
Prejudice as old as the time of ouvir Saviour, as 
may appear from Fob. 7.Would God our greateft 
Rabbies would fadly confider how much they 
have contributed to this fcandal, while by laying 
out their parts onPolemick niceties,they have neg- 
leéted the more weighty part of their bafinel’, : 
and given too muchAtteftation to that {candalous 
Maxim, that Ignorance.ts.the mother of Devotion: 
Certainly this is quite to miftake their Commi(fi- 
on, which is not that of a Herauld, to proclaim 
Waramongft men, but that of an Embaffador, 
to reconcile them firft to holinefs, and by it to 
God: And doubtlefs one foul gain’d to Piety, | 
would more promote their account, than many 
thoufands 


ey 
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thoufands {ecur’d to a Sect or Party. We find 
how fad the doom was of that Servant who wrapt 
‘up his Talent, but we have no caufe to think 
it would have been at alleafier, if he had melted 
the Talent into bullets, to maintain the skirmifh 
with his fellows: Whether that be not the cafe 
of fome who have receiv’d not the one Talent but 
the five, I leave it to be difcuffed between God 
and their own Confciences; but inthe interim 
tis fadto fee how unhappily men engage their 
endeavours, which feems to reprefent the reverfe 


of Efzy’s Prophefie, we having beat our-plough- 


fhares into {words, and our pruning-hooks into 
{pears, all the Inftruments of fertility and 
growth in Grace, into — of War and dif- 


cord; and then it muft needs be a moft deplora- 
ble condition to which Chriftianity is reduced; 


| which feems in this to be under the fame cala- 
_mity, which her diftreft profeffors fuffer from 
the Turki tyranny, whileft her hopefulleft and 


moft pregnant Children, are like Fantzariesand 


Timariots trained up to fight againft her. And 
let none wonder that I call ic fighting againf# 


her, when yet perhaps none of them doformally — . 


renounce her; for that Circumftance only de- 
termines the War to be tnteffine, not foresgns 
and if our own fad Experiences had not too 
much qualified us to fudge, 1 might appeal to 
the univerfal vote of mankind, which of thofe 
were the moft deftructive. Indeed were there 
no other Act of hoftility difcernable, but that 
which we have hitherto infifted on, the inter- 


cepting. 
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cepting her fupplies, the cutting off from her 


' that tithe, induftry: and gifts, whereby. the. 
- would benourifht and fupported, that were. ir- 
| xeparably injurious.to her, and confequently 
| molt grateful to that grand Exemy, who, as hath 
~ been jana peer advantage of our Wranglings, 


of Diffentions wth one another, to reak his.more 
inveterate Malice on 1s ah. eg 








CHAP. X. 
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| A Survey of the Mifchiefs avifing from Difutes, 


as they fupplant Charity. 


: UT alas, the mifchief of thefe debates, 
. can never be defcrib'd by bare negatives, 
there are multitudes of pofitsve ills, that 





: inteparably adhere to them, and -thofe of fode- . 
: ftructive a-force; that if Chriftianity were des 
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teagved and famifbt bythe former, -fhe is Storm’d | 


/ and dbztter'd by thefe, and fo is afcertain’d to — 


{fink under all the methods of ruine. In-the | 
front of thefe we may well rank thofe difplacen- 
cies and animofities which are the product ofour 


- fpeculative differences, and which do indeed fo 
naturally refult from them, that’tis hot to be —— 


hoped-fo long asthe one continues that the ‘other 
willever ceafe. Forthough in praéfice we often 
fee abewitching Sin dethronethe Reafon, and 
make men -act.as if they had no fuch fuperior 
ar _ principle 
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principle to guide them, .yet in matters of Specur 
bation their, affections are- generally ftrongly in- 
fluenc’d by their underfiandings. We i, not 
only approve, but love thofe notions: wherewith 
we are prepoffeft, which kindnefs -as it propa- 

ates it{felf to the azbettors of the fame Tenets, 
f alfo it infinuates diflikes-to the -oppofers. And 
as that oppofition advances, fo the difguft does 
too, tillat laft the Scene fhifts, and the Per/fons 
are ata greater war than the Opinions. But we 
need not thus derive a proof from thie caufes, when 
the thing does too demonftrably atteit itfelf by 
the effects ; for what iffues are there of the mor- 


talleft hatred, which do not plentifully flow from | 


this fountain. Humane nature we know has but 
three ways of actuating its Paffions; by thought, 
-by word, and by deeds’; and we may furely con- 
clude the feud very. bitter that. employs all 


thefe Engins, as ’tis too vifible this does; for 


though the former of thefe be in its own na- 


ture infcrutable to all but omnifcience; yet the 
two laterare, according to Chriffs own Rule, of 


the Tree by the fruits, infallible Criterions of 
them; and thofe make fuch liberal difcoveries, 
that I think I may appeal to any who have 
efpous‘d a party, whether they have not with the 
firft difcriminating rudiments of their own Sect, 


imbib’d a fecret confus’d prejudsce toall others. — 


Nay, I fear there are but few of fo mortified paf- 
fions, as to have {topt there, and not advan¢’d to 


a direct averfion, and alienation of mind. In- 


deed were itnot for this, ’twere {carce poffible 
os 3 | | for 
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for fo many of the vulgar, to be fuch Bigots in 
their feveral factions; for alas, their Intellects 
are generally too grofs, to have any clear appre- | 
henfion of the Points they contend for; their 
Leaders only give them fome general confus’d no- 
tions, juft enough to excite their difpleafure . 
again{t all Diffenters, and then their anger muft 
prefently be call’d zea, and inftead of the more 
uneafie task of fuppreffing their paffion, this ex- 
pedient ferves at once to hallow and gratifie ir: 
_ Nay, fo ridiculous have fome mens prepoffeffions 
_. of this kind been, that they would fcarce allow 
. . thofe to be entire men whom they thought not 
| «found believers, but have phancied I know hot’ 
~ what bodily as well as mental Monftrofities in 
thofe they were pleas’d to call Hereticks ; a piece 
of childifh -credulity which the emiffaries 
of fome factions have not difdain’d to make 
their advantage of. But thefe inward difgufts © 
and rancours are but the firft bound of this ball 
‘of contention, when this leven is once in the - 
heart, it will quickly diffufe itfelf, and both 
tongue and hands.will be tainted withit. Hence 
", comes it, that difputes in religion are managed 
with fuch virulency and bitternefs; that one 
» would think the Difputants had put off much of 
' - Humanity, before they come thus to treat of Di- 
vinity. ‘The government of the Tongue is a piece 
of morality which fober nature dictates, which 
' ” yet in this inftance many even of our greateft . 
" Scholars feem totally to have unlearnt ; For whe- 
ther we confider the unfeemly reproaches, or ri-. 
| ¥F2 gid 
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gid cenfures, wherewith almoft all parties purfue 
their Antagonifts, wehave teafon to fay with 
S. Fames, The tongue ts an unruly evil, full of dead- 
ly Poyfon: would God their gaslt of this kind, 
did not fo loudly proclaim itfelf, as to fuper- 
fede the need of proof. *Tis too obvious that the 
Satyr has ufurpt the chair, and Polemick Dif- 
courfes are degenerated into fbels and invedlives 5. 
our Controvertifts fall from «arguments to re- 
proaches, as if their Zeal lay more to blaft their 
--adverfaries fame, than confute his error; and 
were this only in perfonal extemporary debates, 
it - * have the excufe of an indeliberate paffi- 
on. Indeed it were to be wifht that all words 
of this fort, might vanifh in that breath that 
utters them; that as they- refemble the Wind ' 
in fury and smpetuoufne(s, fo they might do alfo 
in tranfientnefs, and fudden expiration: Butalas, 
- a courfe is taken to immortalize them, they 
become records, and our moft elaborate contro- 
verfial writings, like the Earth after the carfe, 
over-run with thefe briers and thorns, Sarcafms, | 
contumelies and invectives filling fo many Pages, 
that were thofe weeded out, many volumes would 
be reduced to a more moderate bulk as well as 
temper. Norare our cenfures any thing. more 
- modeft than our reprozches, evety petty diffe-- 
--renceis mutually upbraided to each party as a 
defection from the faith, fo that we fcarce know 
a milder name than Herefie, nor doom, than 
Damnation. And as ifthe vifible obliquities of 
_ errors would not*afford us indi¢tmerits enough 
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againft one another, there is a clofer in{pection _' 
made, every pofition is riptup, and curioufly dif 
fected, to fee what Embryo is in its womb, what 
feeds there are of monftrous productions, which | 
though perhaps the native ftrength of the Prin- 
ciple would never have animated, yet the preter- 
natural heat ofan Antagonift can quickly batch 
them (like the Chickens at grand-Cziro ) into life, 
and vigorous being: and if by a long chain of 
( perhaps fallacious ) Inferences, fome fuch Im- _ 
putation is faftned upon a Thefis, then all who 


_embrace that, are charg’d. alfo with all this fpu 


rious brood, though they never fo folemnly re- 
nounce and difclaimthem. A practice fure very 
uncharitable ; for fuppofe fuch cenfequencies ne- 
ver fo regularly deduced from my opinion, yet fo 
ong as'I ferioufly difavow and deteft them, I 


may iadeed be thought wnnife in not difcerning 


the connexion, but fure not zmptous. So that 
unlefs want of Logick be a damning fin, no man 


_can hence be authoriz’d to pronounce me repro- 
| bate? andi cannot think that God, whofe rigor © 


bends againft the faults ofour wills, rather than 
our underfiandings, and whoat the laft greataf- | 
fize will aflume our own confciences into the ju- 
dicature upon us, willever fentence me for thofe , 
deduétions how horrid foever, which Inever made _ 
mine, or that I fhall ever find my felfin Hell: 
for a mifperfwafion. which I never entertain’d. 


~ But there are fome whofe Cenfures are not fo ar- 


isfictal, yet no lefs fevere, who beg their Poffu- — 


. data, and taking it for granted that fuch and 
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- fuch are the only fan¢tified opinions, make them 


‘the Shiboleth by which to difcriminate not only — 


their own Friends, but Gods too, lock up heaven 
gates againftany who bring not that Ticket for 
admittance ; and though they make the way wide 
enough to receive the moft over-grown Sinner of 
their own Opinion, yet they pronounce it impef- 
fible to the firiéteft piety ofa Diflenter. And up- 


_ onfuch grounds as thefe do we mutually doom | 


one another to perdition, never confidering, that 
whileft we fo briskly prefage others Damnation, 
we really prepare for our own. Alas, oureager- 
nefs to heat the Furnace feven times hotter for all 
that bow not to our dictates, does but expofe us to 
the fate of Nebuchadnezzars officers, Dan. 3. 
to be our felves confum’d in that fame, wherein 
wecaftthem. ’Tis indeed tobe wifht we would 
ceafe to invade Gods peculiar, by judging thofe 
that muft ftand or all to him: but if we will 
needs takes his office, tis but equitable, we take 
his rwfes too ; and in our Wrath remember Mercy: 
But God be bleffed ’tis the Judgment of our up- 
right, yet gractous Mafter,that fhall finally deter- 
mine us; andnotthat of our paffionate fellow- 
 fervants: Ifthefe were irreverfible, and the Key 
of the bottomlefs pit were in our -cuffody, we 
might give Satan 2 writ of Eafe, difcharge him 
from his perambulations, he would need no 
more to walk about as a Lion, but might {till 
Jie in his Den, and we fhould bring in prey enough 
to glutthe Devourer: For could we execute all 
we condemn, we might ask the Difciples queftion, 
| pO ee Mut. 
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_ Mat. 19. 25. Who then can be faved? Butas thefe 
- fLevere cenfures, are a prefent violation of Charity, 
fo they tend to the perpetuating it by obftructing 
a return to that unity of Fudgment, which might 
make up the very original breach: tor while men , 
reciprocally load each others opinions and per- 
fons with deteftable imputations, if they really . 
{peak what they think, they do {till more deeply 
imprefs upon themfelves the prejudice to that 
which. they accufe: (hatred as well as love ga- 
thering ftrength by being actuated : ) but ifthey 
do indeed not believe their own charge,yet having 
once made it, either upon Intereft or Paffion, 
*tis not probable they will want pride to main- 
tain it; and when we confider how ruling a 
piece of carnality that is, we cannot wonder if it. 
indifpofe. men to retraétatsons. I with we had 
not too many, and too late inftances of fome 
whofe weightieft objeétion againft a caufe, has. 
been their own former violence againft it. When 
~ men have once faftned the brand of Herefie, Pro- 
phanenefs or Blafphemy upon an opinion, they 
think they cannot afterwards become its Profe- 
lytes, without either feeming to affume thofe — 
Guilts, or at leaft that of having falfly charg’d . - 
them upon others: and the Horns of fuch a 
Dilemma do fo gore their reputation, that it often 
tempts to falve that with the wounding of confci- 
ence, and perfwades them rather to reject their 
convuiétiens, than expofe their credsts. And cer- 
tainly were this the only ill confequent of our © 
rigorous accufations, it would be enough to pre- 
~ T4 judice 
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judice them as unfit Inftruments in a Gofpel-de- 
fign; but though they fuit not with that work to 
whichthey folemnly pretend, they are moft ac- 
commodate to that they really produce: For if we 
examine in the third ip what tnfluence thefe 
our eager contefts have upon our aéftons, we fhall 
find them fully proportionable to our words. And. 
firft negatively, *tisapparent in toomany, that. 
they are apt to confine even the common offices 
ofhumanity to their own Sect: and others who 
do not fo, yet fhew fo great partiflity in difpen- 
fing them, as difcovers the name of Chriffsan is 
not half focharming, as that of their own parts- 
cular F.zétion. Were Inftances of this kind as 
needful as they are numerous, ‘twere eafic to give 
multitudes: but I think norie that has Jiv'd in 
our late confufions can have wanted occafions of 
obferving it in others, at leaft, if not in bimfelf. 
But alas, omiffions are fcarce worth our notice, 
when there are fo many pofitive Aéts of unkind- 
nefs fo vifible among us: They know little of 
ancient, and lefs of modern Times, that are unac-. 
quainted with the mutual perfecutions, which al- 
moft all parties have alternately rais’d, one 
apainft another among Chriftians: Confifcations 
and bantfhments, Grbbets and flames; Weapons 
God knows much too carnal for a fpiritual war- 
fare, yet much more in ufe than thofe S. Paul 
recommends to Timothy, gentlenefs, and meek in- 
frruéiing of Oppofers, 2 Tim.2.25,26. And when 
tis confider'd that thofe Oppofers too were Hea- 
thens, ‘twill be more than a little ftrafige, that 
| 7 Severity 
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Severity fhould be allowable to Brethren, which- 
was interdicted againft Aliens. Is it an eafier — 
crime to reject the entire body of that Faith which 

was once delivered to the Saints, than to differ 
in the explication of fome one branch of it? Nay, | 
perhaps only offome coro#ary and deduétion from 


‘it, which as far asit is humane, may be fallible, 


and therefore can no more command my affent 
than it fatisfies my judgment; yet this is general-_ 


ly the moft that can be affirmed of our diffe- 


rences ;. Foraltnoft what Party is there which 


| do’ not. avowedly own all that Fsth which con- 


 ftitated the firft Chrifizans 2? Would God, we did 


' asuniformly embrace the Charity too; and then 
- moft of our difputes would be fuperfeded, at 
' Jeaft fo calm’d, that there fhould be none of 


* thofe deftructive effects which they now pro- 


| duce: For alas, how many funeral piles has this 


prepofterous zeal kindled ? So that what fome 
fiid-of Drace’s Laws, may toojuftly be applied 


 toourarguments; that they have been writ ra- 
~ ther in b/ovd than Ink. But.asChrift whenhe 


forewarn’d his. difciples of the enfuing perfecu- — 
tion, tells them,not only they fhali be kill’d, buc 
they fhall be put out of the Synagogue :. So now 
asif Chriftians were emulous of every branch 
of Fewsfh cruelty, we tranfcribe that part of the 
copy too, and either by cauflefsexcommnunica- 
tingethers, or {eparating ourselves, we deny the 
benefit of publick communion to each other: And. 
this isa greater feverity than the former, by how 
much more implacable our hate is-againft what 
oe , | " Wo 
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we count érror, than what we know .to be vice ; 
and by how much.the concerns of the Soul are 
‘more eftimable than thofe of the Body. Thein- 
veteratenefs of thofe Feuds which rife from 
Opinion, may clearly be difcovered in this 
inftance ; let a man have committed all the 
outrages which may render. him unworthy 
to live, yet when we profecute, him to death, we 
willingly afford him all helps towards his future 


fiate, andno man is fo inhumane as to refufeto. 


pray, either for or with a Malefactor; yet fome 
few fpeculative differences are fuch a pulph be- 
twixt us, that we cannot mect even in t 

acknowledge our common Duty, the. worfbsp of 
our God. Certainly among all the accurfed iflues 
of our contention, there is none more malignant 
and criminal, than.this of Schifm and Separation, 
and would men judge difpaffionately, more irra- 
tional too ; 'For doubtlefs were our cafe ftated to 
any fober Heathen, he would never be able to 
suefs, why they who equally acknowledge the 
advantage and neceffity of prayer, confefs the 
fame God; have the fame common wants in this 
‘world, and hopes inthe next, my not ask in the 


fame form, and in the fame place. Alas, is it: 


not enough to be at diftance where we differ, but 
muft we be fo alfo where we agree? Is unity fo 
dreadful tous, that we muft act contradictions, 
to efcapeit? Surely this is a ffranger fafcination 
of the fpirit of Divifion, than that in the Gofpel- 


Demoniack, which enabled him to break all bonds © 
in funder, and like it, abhors the approaches ef 
idee 


, 


v 


at we all. 
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a Saviour, crying out, What have we to dowith 
‘thee, thou Fefus the Son of God, art thou come to tor- 


ment us? Who knows what a powerful Exor- 
cifm the united interceffions of the Chriftian 
world might have been; had we joyntly depreca- 
ted our quarrels, God might have found a way to 


‘ have compos’d them, though we could not ; and 


our tears might have cemented. thofe breaches 
which our diffents made, but our feparation wi- 


- dens,.I know the venerable names of the Sanctions 


The ret Serres SP ee nS 


of Holy Church, the hundred thirty feventh Ca- 


non ofthe Code of the univerfal Church, which 


" fays in exprefs CErMS, "O71 8 Sci aipetsncls B eycispd|enets 


' guveiysdat, that we ought not to pray with Hereticks — 


zs. 5 Ra? ee 


or Schifmaticks, and very many warm expreffions 
of the Fathers are producible in this cafe: But 
till we Excommunicate with the Tears and Sor- 
rows, and publick concernment of the Primitive 
Chriftians, who refus’d all acts of kindnefs only — 
out ef love, and the moft ardent Charity, we — 
may by no means lay claim to their pattern,whofe : 
e{trangements only flow from malice and invete- 


" yatehate. Would we indeed comport with the 


Example of thofe happy Times, we fhould have 
fear'd the guile of Schifm in our {elves fo much, 
as not to have lightly chare’d it upon others; we 
fhould have prayed for the converfion of Diffen- 
ters, not laid Awathemas upon them, and prayed 
for their confufion. St. Paul we fee, Heb. 10. 25. 
reckons the forfaking of Affemblies, -as a de- . 
Brees at leaft preparative of -Apoftafie; and from _ 
his time throughont all the purer. ages. of the 

= Church 
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Church the holy Fathers have generally branded. 


it as the higheft impiety; and no marvel, for 
it is one of thofe Gyant-like fins, which not only 
oppreffes men, but invades even God bimfelf. 
"Fis the mangling and aflaflinating shat body to 


which Chriftownsan infeparable conneétion;. the © 


putting him to head f{catter’d limbs; inftead of 
an entire compact body, as if we-meant to refute 
St. Paul, Shew him "tis poffible that Chyiff may be 
divided. Good God! what fhall we fay when we 
fee Heathen Souldiers eftimate Chrifts coat high- 
er than Chriftians do his body! they thought the 
one too oe to be parted, but we ceafe not to 
tear and mangle the other, and which is yet more 
monftrous, make it 4 part of our Rehigion to do fo. 
We name our Opinions our Faith, and when un- 
der that Title we have enfhrin’d them, we make 
more barbarous Immolations than ever the moft 
| favage Heathens did. They facrificed fome few 
objects of their Love, their Chridren, but we fa- 
crifice the very affeétion, and think our Zeal /uke- 
warm till it have reduced our Charity to Lee 
And now if we compare thefe our Divifions Wrath 
and Bitterne(S, with thofe fundamental, Gofpel- 
precepts of Unity, Love, and Meeknefs, we mutt 
furely fay we have not there fo learn’d Chrift. 
And then how ridiculous is it, to pretend a Zeal 
tothat Gofpel, whofe very foundations we un- 


dermine? Peace is at once the dleffing and duty of — 
.. Chriftians, and-thofe heats of fheculatzve Con- 


tefts which violate it, will certainly never ferve 
to make uscither good arhappy, And es 
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~. till Charity ceafe to be an Effential part of Chri- 

’ ftianity (which certainly we mult burn our Bibles 
-” ere wecan fuppofe ) we mult conclude, that our 


Difputes,. and the ways whereby we manage 


~ - them, how much foever they pretend to Preferve, 
_ do indeed evacuate and deftroy true, thatis, Pra-_ 
. Glick Chriftianity. oo 





| CHAP. XI 


| A Survey of the Mifchiefs avifing from Difputes, as 


. ND ‘yet fo unhappily are many men mi- — 
: ftaken, that thefe irregular heats which 


they engage upontl Arts and Scandalous Pragh- — 
ces, to fuftain the efpoufed Gaufe and Party. 


. 


! 


thus wafte the vital fpirits of Religion, 
are thought the moft Soveraegn Gordials to fup- 
portthem. The higheft Paroxi/m of this Fever 
“is deem’d the perfecteft Health. Men efteem. 
the over-flowing of their Ga, the exuberance of 
their Zeal, and then all the Promifes to the fuith- 
ful combatant in Chrifts camp, they confidently 
‘appropriate to that their fo eminent Grace; 
‘though indeed it can withno more propriety be 
‘call’d fo, than Pharaohs lean Kine might be faid 
‘to be fat, becaufe they had devour’d thofe that. 
‘were fo. Inplain terms,men lay fo great weight 
‘upon their being of right opinions, and theirea- — 
 gernefs of abetting them, that they account pd 
a _— the 


the unum neceffarium, and think the propagating 
of thofe fo important a fervice to God, as will ju- 
ftifie the ufe of the molt tnterdstted inftruments, 
. legitimate the moft enormous Commiffions , that 
they can phancy contributive to that pious End: 
And moreover commute for the neglect of Pra- 
éftck dutses in the general tract of theirlives. I 
. fhallnot here urge the hazard of mens erring in— 
the choice of opinions, nay, the certainty that 

of many oppofite, one only can be the right; and 
then to all fuch as mifs that, their very ground- 
work failsthem. I fhall only confine my felf to 
_the malignant influence this Perfwafion has on pra- 
étice, andin that refpect I cannot but affirm ita 
moft pernicious delufion, which as it tends ex- 
tremely to the enhanfing the bitternefs of our 
contefts, fo it may juftly be reckoned among the 
wort eftects of them , and is a moft irrefragable 
proof how much they obftruct the vital efficacy of 
Religion in ourhearts. Nor isit any new thin 
for men thus to deccive themfelves; for we fin 
fuch Confidences as thefe frequently upbraided 
tothe Fews, both by the Prophets and Cbrif him- 
felf; they thought their Zeal to the Temple and 
ritual obfervances fo invincibly meritorious , as 
no Crime could defeat , and that their legat purifi- 
cations would render them acceptable in Gods 
Eyes , in fpight of all their Moral polutions : 
But how fallacious a hope this was, the many fe- 
vere increpations of God do fufficiently: atteft. 
- Yet certainly their guilt was far below ours; the 
things they fo depended on were parts, though 
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not the whole of their Duty; thofe Ordinances , 
though’ perhaps fomewhat adulterated by Rabi:- 


mcalmixtures, yetfor the main were inflituted 
by God himfelf, and that witha defign of difcri- 
minating and feparating them from the reft of 
the world ; and fuch peculiarities and priviledges 
asthefe, might have an aptnefs to excite that 


prefumption ; But alas, the: cafe is otherwife 


with molt of us; they are not the Revelations of 
Gods will, not dic Teffament of our dying Re- 
deemer, but fome CGodiczls and Annexes of our own 
we fo earneftly abet. “Tis not the Text (for 
then ’twere impoffible for any that receiv’d the 
fame Canon of Scripture to differ) but our gloffes 
to which we pay fuch Reverence ; andwhen on 
that account we fever our felves from thofe.to 
whom the Commands of God , ‘the Blood of our 


_ Saviour have moft clofely anited and cemented us; 


we can: yet make a fhift to think that there is fo 
much of Sacred in this, as fhall not only render it 
highly rewardable, but alfo hallow all other pro- 
fanations of our lives ; andin our Febu-march up- 
on fuch an expedition, can turnall regrets of 
confcience (like Forems meflengers ) bekind us. 
That this isfo, none can doubt who obferve with 
what. boldnefs men rufh upon the moft unchriftian 


fins, in purfuit of what they phancy a Chriftian 


_ think that the only. danger lies on the other fide, 


caufe.Were it not for this zmulet,how were it pof- 
fible for any to think they may venture upon Per- 
jury, Sacriledge , Murder, a any thing 
without impeachment to their Saint/hip ; nay, to 


in 


(: 


~* men 
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in being remsfly wicked, that to flack any thing of 
the utmoft fpecd, is to do the work of the Lord neg- 
tigently. Yet that this has been a prevailin 
Perfwafion, we have had too many, and. too fa 
inftances ; and God grant we may not find them 
fo repeated, that our fenfe may fuperfede the w/e 
of our memories concerning them; nor has this 
been peculiar to one only Sect ; but thofe who are 
otherwife at the wideft diftance unite in’ this 
Principle. They are not on?; Phanaticks. that 
can fay grace over the fouleft crimes, and confe- . 
crate them to the ufe of a geod caufe; if we exa- 
mine the Dyptecks either of Conclave or Confifto- 
ry, we fhall find fome Saints upon that account, 
_ who could never have been fo upon any.-other. 
And when we confider how often Hezvew has been 
mortgaged to gain Auxiliaries from Hell, hew 
ate been encouraged to the moft damning 
fins, by proméfes of being certainly faved; wemult | 
_tither think that a Holy caufe is omnipotént | 
enough to reverfe Gods decrees, to fave whom-he 
— would damn, ‘or elfe that this pretence is one of 
the moft ruinous deceits, the moft fatal Trea- 
chery to fouls that ever Sztzn contriv’d,. who 
' though he doinall inftances play the ¢Mounte- - 
bank, yet fure never more than when- on -conft- 
dence of this Antidote he perfwades us thus to 
{wallow down his deadlse/? Poyfon. : 
TI MUST nothere attempt to enumerate-all 
the unchriftian praétices, that have on this {corte 
been made, not only /e#ful but merétorious; yet 
there is onc of fo frequent ufe, that‘I-mult ei | 
_ advere - 


a” 
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advett unto it, and that is, thofe calumniesand 
falfhoads, which are now become a piece of Eccle- 
faftickas wellas ffate policy, anda great part of 
that offenfive armour wherewith our controver- 
tifts affanlt one another. Indeed ifwe confider 
how many forges are daily going for thefe Engines, | 
we fhall have reafon to think, all Parties have an. 
high efteem of their ufefulnefs. Ofthefe Calum-. 


nies there are too many forts and degrees tobe | 


here particulariz’d :-And indeed thofe, who per- 


' mit themfelves to ufe any,can be fuppos'd to have 


no other boundaries than the advantage of their 
caufe: Andaccordingly as that feems to exact, 
they lay their Scene ; fometimes they traduce the 
perfons of their oppofers, and by raifing prejudi- _ 
ces againft them, hope fome of it will reflect up- 
on their doctrine: didmen generally knowhow 
to diftinguith between reports and certainties,this 
fratagem would be as unkilful as it is uningenuous$ © 
But confidering the vulgar temper,its not unapt- — 
ly fuited to it. This it feems was anciently _ 
underf{tood, it being the old Greek advice; 
Oukouytas aa]idas od anvery Tals duaCorals, OT nav Seea- 
aiden 73 EKG 6 Sed yyudyG, i dvan ubver THe Sralorte. To © 
calumniate floutly, for that bow perfectly foever the 
wound of reproach be beal'd, there will remain 2 
[car ; and though we wipe away with never fo much 
care the dirt thrown at-us, there will be left fome 
fuliage behind: And accordingly this was the 
Expedient the Pagans us'd againft the Primitive 
Chriflians, to put them thus in the skins of beafts, 
and fhapes of monfters, and then worry them to | 
ge © aD death. 


' tothe caufe muft be mutilated and difmembred, 


death. And this is the method ftill, though | 
heightned and improved; and our Relsgion has 
fuffered infinitely more fince we us‘d it againft 
each other, than when they manag’d it againft the 
whole Community. But befides this ‘defamation of 
Perfons, another branch of this black Art is the 
depraving of Writings, both in the fenfe and very » 
letter, and direct words ; for the former of thefe, 
whofoever obferves the ftrange perverfions, and 
affected miftakes of mens meanings vifible in ma- 
ny of our Polemick difcourfes, will fure refolve 
that a mans intentions, as wellas his words and 
actions may be calumniated: Nor does the letter 
{cape better, every period which threatens danger 


and as Sampfon was by the Philiftines,lofe its Hair 
and Eyes, and then be.made fport for the whole 
party. And I fearthere are too few, who donot | 
_ inthis cafe take the Fewi/h reparation, an Eye for 
- an Eye, &c. retaliate to the adverfary the foul 
play they receive. But fome advance yet higher, 
and think it not enough to make an Argument or 
- Teftimony ufelefs to the Enemy, unlefs they 
draw it over to themfelves, make it betray the fide 
it was to maintain, andas a Conqueror ufes to re- 
{tore Arms to fuch of the aa party, as will 
turn tohis, foafter they have by fatisfactions fe- 
cured themfelves of its aid, it fhall then be made 
as potent as is poffible, and with fuch kind of Re- 
negado troops as thefe, fome caufes have been much 
fupported. Yet were this violation’ offer'd only 
- tothe writings of living men, who spight vindi- 
| ia : -_ cate 
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cate it, *twere not fo tranfcendently sgnuble, but 
it moft. frequently falls upen thofe, who have 
made their beds in the duft ; who have chang’d 
their own Form, and cannot fecure their Writings 
from the fame fate: Nay, ‘tis yet more frequent- 


ly thofe, whom we have all reafon to fuppofe, and _ 


moft of us profefs to believe, glorified Saints ; 
and this fuperadds a daring prefumption to all 
other circumftances of the guilt, and heightens 
an injuftice into Sacriledge. It has always been 


held the moft deteftable fort of forgery to coun- 
tetfeit Teffaments, though the Tefator were of ne- 


vet folowaquality, orhis bequeffs of never fo 


mean a value :. And fhall it now pafs for a piece of 


commendable dexterity,an-art of manage to falfifie 


thofé writings by which the Fathers of the Church 


defion’dto entail truth and. piety, not ‘ffrife and 


faétion upon her? We-know, Necromancy has - 
' jaftly been reputed one of the moft horrid forms» 
_ of Sorcery, becanfe it enforced dead mento {peak - 


what the /eving were inquifitive to: hear. Tleave 
itto be confider’d what this wants of that; be- 


=> 


fides the dreadful ceremonies of the Incantation ; ° 


certainly ’tis a guilt which nothing but our too : 
familiar acquaintance with it could make unfor- . 
midable. And indeed this whole method of fer- . 
ving a caufe by fuch finifter means isfo utterlyre- 
pugnant to the Principles even of ingenuous na- - _ 
ture, that we can fcarce caft a greater fcandal up- 
onan Opinion, than tofhew it needs fuch Aids: 


"Tis by Hiforians branded as an exed¢rable fact in 
him, who to fecure himfelf from a neighbour 
7 u 2 © © Princes 
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Prince, call’d the Turk into Chriftendom: But 
fure thofe who to fortifie their fide have brought 
in this Artifice of calumniating and falfifying, have 
done an Act no lefs zmpious ; the conftitution of 
Chriftianity agreeing full as well with theAlcoran 
as with thefe Pie fraudes; as fome of them who 
perhaps mean the fraud more than the. Prety are 
. pleas’dtocallthem. Nay indeed, they accord 
‘not much better with Phslefophy than Divinity, 
every man knows the nature of contraries is to 
combate and expel, not to cherifh and fupport 
one another. How abfurd is it then for thofe, 
who fay they defign to advance truth, to make 
faljbood their Inftrument. I wifh they would ex- 
periment.to accommodate their fecular concerns 
at the fame rate, let them cool them in the Fire, 
_ warm them inthe Froft, and feed themfelves by 
Seltares eee: 3 and when they find caufe to 
commend-the efficacy of that Method, they may 
with fairer pretence in this higher inftance recon- 
cile the feuds of Reafon and of Nature, and make 
a lye the Evidence of Truth. In the interim, it 
may well pafs for Sophifry as well as fin; and 
doubtlefs whatever advantages are hop’d for to 
private Sects and Parties by this art, Ghriftian 
Religion in general is hugely prejudiced by it: 
For when men fhall compare the veracity of Hea- 
thens with our falfhoods ; learn from Hiforsans, 
that among the P erfians paioxssoy 78 Lous ear versuisat, 
tolyewas deen’d a fault of the greateft turpitude, 
and they therefore laid an ill Character upon per- 
fons in debts. trsaveSin roy sgetnorza 4 73 Laud@ rbyas, 


becaufe 
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becaufe he that ts fo muft needs tell lyes: And when 
they fhall fee in the Laws of Cingw a barbarous 
Tartar, Lying made a capital crime, and yet | 
among Chriftian Cafui/fs made a holy artifice, they 
will be tempted to think our end as fictitious as 


. ourway; and that our Religion has little counte- 


nance from truth, which is thus fain to make yes 
its Refuge. Thus unhappily do thefe Arrows 
revert, not only on ¢hofe who {hoot them, but in 
the face of Chriffianity ‘icfelf, which.is defam’d, 


‘and traduced by thofe flanders, we aim at our pri- 


vate adverfaries. ae | 
BUT befides this direé, there are other more 
oblique Ways of making vice fubfervient to Reli- | 
gion, or to {peak more properly, of making Relz- 
gion {ubfervient to vice; for fome Zealots of fe-. 
veral parties, who moré tegard the numeroufnes 


than parity of their Profeffors, difcerning how 
-much the fenfual part of mankind ftartles at the 


ftrictnefs of Gofpel-precepts, are induftrious to 
take off that difcouragement, not by oe 


_ them of the real divine fweetnefs and pleafantnefs 
ofthem, but by. debafing and accommodating © 


them more to the carnal appetite: Yet here men = 


proceed not allalike, fome ufe Chrifts yoke, as 
‘Hananiah did that of Feremy, break it quite off ; 


others only effay to flacken and alleviate it, that 

it may not pinch the lufts of Isbertine Profelytes : 

Of the firft fort are fuch, as having made the ad- _ 

herence to their Party the infallible mark of San- 

Elificatton, and that Sanctification of Eleétion, do. 

from thence proclaim to all _ are fo qualified 
: Us 4 


—_*. 
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a general Jubile and manumiffion from the bond 
even of Ghrift’s as well as Mofes’s Law: or if fome © 
of them allow it to remain an impotent direétor, 
yet while they affirm that Ged fees no fin in his 
Eleét, orifhedo, beholds them as a Father does 
the harmlefs falls of his Child, rather with /miles 
than anger, they make the violations of it fo fafe, 
_ that they are too fure to be many, and between 
abrogating and thus enervating a law, the dsffe- 
rence is meerly verbal. © | . | 

OF the fecond fort are fome, who by indul-. 
gent and partial gloffes, feek to mollifie the feve- 
rity of Chrifts commands, That contrive for 
their Clients not the means of Obeying, but the 
artsofE{caping them. Like the unjujt Steward, 
teach their Lords Debtors to write fifty in flead of 
a Hundred; and decide Cafes of confcience more 
according to the interefts and paffions of men, than 
the wif of Chrift. There are a generation of 
men of whofe Dexterity in this faculty the world 
has taken fo much notice that I need not name 
them, a fort of eafie Cafuifts who {eem to, have 
erected a Court of Equity to relieve men againft 
the rigor of divine Law; and there is little 
doubt but they fhall find enough ready to make 
fuch appeals: Men love to be Ghriftians as Cheap 
as they can,and therefore will clofe with that par- 
ty, which offers the eaficft terms; And then 
while thefe fpiritual Pioneers do thus enlarge the 
narrow way, make it a road as well for the Beaft 
. asthe Man, the bruti/h fenfual, as wellas rational 
divine Part of us, no wonder though Shoals of 
Sak _. «es Converts 


_— 


Chap.rr. as they engage upon til Arts,&c. 2 99 


_ Convertsthrongintothem. But’tisto be con- 
_ fider'd chat all this while this is winning Profe-.. 
lytes to themfelves,not to God ; the gaining them 
toa Seé#, not a Religion; at leaft not to that pure 
religion, and undefiled,which the grandAuthor of 
our Faith has both exemplied, and propos’d to 
us; for how much that fuffers by this way of pro- 


 pugning private opinions, is more than enough 


apparent. ‘Yet foambitious are our prime lea- 
ders of fuch Trophies, that in order to them fome 
are faid to afcend yet a ftep higher, and befidcs 
this general encouragement they give to mens 
lufts by tzking off Reftraints, do in fome cafes 
actually promete and excite them. For when 
they fee a licentious perfon whofe acqueft they 


 - judge beneficial to their caufe, they have artifices. 


of fomenting his riots, do not only take off the 
bridle, butufe the /pur alfo, hoping that at the 
rebound it may conduceto their End. If any ~ 
think it impoffible it fhould do fo, lect them 
confider that among our various Opinions fome 
there are which fell Heaven much cheaper than | 
' others dare, thatallow fuch eafie attonementsas — 
| the moft babituated finner need not defpair of: 

and then the moft infallible means to afcertain | 


fuch to that fide, - is to make them too bad for any | | 


other. For when a manis refclute to keep his 
fins while he dsves, and yet unwilling to relin- 
quifh all hopes when he dies, ’tis more than pro- 
bable he will embrace that profeffion which bids 
faireft to the reconciling thofe fo diftant inte- 
__ refts; and therefore the greater malefaétor he is, © 
a lig =  .  — . the 
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the more fure he will be to fly fo the horns of this 
Altar; the nearer finking, the apter to catch at 
thefe reeds; fothat the Project is nob smpolstsck, 
though God knows fo impious, that ’tis much fit- 
ter for the School of Machiavil than of Chrsft ; 
and feems to verific that imputation as to a part 
of Chriftians, which Fulsan once as falfly as ma- 
Jicioufly affixt upon the whole: that their 
Church was an Afylum and fanétuary for the moft 
flagitious offenders, and proteéted thofe guslts to 
which no other religion allowed any Expiation. “Tis 
indeed fo horrid that } cannot think there are 
many confciences fo cauteriz’d by this fiery zeal 
astoadmitit, yetthat fome have done it, there 
istoomuch certainty, and therefore ‘tis no im- 
proper inftance in our prefent argument; for if 
mens eagerne/s to fupport their feveral fides, can 
tranfport them to fuch attempts as thefe, tis 
_ abundant Evidence how much Chriftianity lofes 
' by thefe contefts of under-factions, which while 
they pretend to guard, do indeed snvade her under 
~ her own Colours. | 

BUT befides the faults men commit with — 
this immediate avowed afpeét upon their religion, 
there are others which flily fhroud themfelves 
under the skirt of, its mantle: I mean thofe Sins 
of common life, which though they pretend not 
, toadvance the cauft, yet when acted by a Zealot 
are thought to be overwhelm’d. by his heroick 
Piety. Indeed men who make themfelves fo much - 
. work about others fasth, are feldom at leifure to 
regulate their own praéfice, and fohave no we 

 @ 


& 
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of ftating their accounts with God, but by~ba- | 


lancing the excefs of the one again{t the defects , 
of the other : How fuch reckonings will pafs | 
the grand Audit, ’tis I think not hard to divine ; 
butin the interim ,. it keeps themvery cheerful 
and fecure, teaches them a Receipt to retain all 
their Sizs,and yet lofe none of their confidence ; fo 
that when they have immerft themfelves in’ all 


-filthinefs both of flefh and Spirit, they »can truft 


their zeal to refine them from all that Drofs. 
Nor does it onlythus reconcile them to their own 


:. vices, but to other mens alfo, whofe mott brutith 


| 


fenfualities they can look on with perfect pati- 
ence, nay-even Atheifm itfelf can have fair. 
Quarter: They are not much difcompofedto fee 
men have no religion , “tis only the having one dif- 


ferent from their own that awakes their indigna- . 


tion; then like Saus when feiz’d on by the evst 
fpivit, they caft about their Javelins , think no ri- 
gor too great on fuch a provocation; yet even 
here they have intervals, andthe very fame per- 
fons who are thus at odds upon a relégious, ‘can 
unite upon a vitious account. Thofe who mutu- - 
ally denounce damnation to each other, can with 
fullaccord combine in thofe praétices which will 
afcertain it to them both, as if they fo much fear’d 


to have their predsétyons defeated, that they — . 


would be each others convoy to the land of dark- | 


hefs. Thofethat will by no means meet at the 
Church , know net when to part at the Tavern, 


and though they will not joyntly partake of the 
Cup of the Lord, are yet very fociable at the Ci 
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of Devils; I mean ‘thofe exceffive debauches, 
which are a moft acceptable drink-offering ‘to 
thofe infernal fpirits. Have we not feen many 
whofe diftant opinions have faftned upon one 
another the brand of Antichrifiiani{m, who have 
yet like Gog and Magog joyn’d againft the holy 
City? And thofe who could never agree on the 
way of fetting up Ghriffs Throne, have yet been 
very wnanimous in pulling down the Kings. Thus 
alas, do we juftle one another out of the narre» 
path that leads to life, but can hand in hand run 
our Carier in the broad way of deftraction. 
And doubtlefs this great unevennefs, thefe fpiri- 
tual feuds, and carnal endéarments between the 
fame wipe this empetuous zeal, and as impe- 
tuous lufts in the fame breafts could never be, did 
not men depend fo confidently on the one, as to 
think it will commute, and fatisfie for the other. 
But alas, how groundlefs a Prefumption this is, 
the whole tenor of the Gofpel does abundantly 
witnefs.. In all that grand Garter where is there 
the leaft Claufe importing fuch an smmunity? I 
am fure there are multitudes that affert the con- 
trary. Indeed the whole frame of the Evangeli- 
cal covenant is totally againft it: That requiring 
an entire uniform Sanctity, and allowing no 
other priviledge to the fins of the moft knowing 
Profeffors, but aprebeminence in punifhment, the 
being beaten with many frspes.And when ’tis con- 

fider’d that the end of all religion is but the draw- — 
ing us toa conformity with God, the impreffin 

on us fome Character of his eterna] goodnefs | | 

BN holinels 
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holinefs,. ’twill be as abfurd as impious to be- 
lieve that our zea/ to any Religion can abfolve us 
from that purity whichisthe end and defign of 

all. Andwhile this is the way mentake toap- — 
prove their piety, ’tisno marvel to find fo many 
Chriftians, and fo little Chriftianity in the 
world : for that is not to be eftimated by the sum- 


. ber of its. profeffors, but by their obedsence to its 


- Rules, and hethat gives up his seme to it and 


. not his deart, .will receive as little advantage by — 
. dt, as he brings hosour to it, and how little that 
_ is in refpect of its internal Efficacy, is I prefume 


competently evidenced. _ : | 
BUT that we may more throughly difcern 


how univerfally deftructive our wranglings are — 


to it, inall its concerns, let us a little examine 
whether they do not endammage it even in re- 
{pect of outward profeffion alfo. This may feem 
a {trange Query to thofe who think their difputes 
about Religion: are to denominate them the 
great confeffors of the Age: yet certainly there 
is but.too much ground'not only for the enquiry, 
but to refolve it.in the affirmative. And if it 
prove fo, ‘twill infer but fadly to thofe who ha- 
ying laid the whole ftrefs of their Hopes upon 
their zeal to advance their Faith, will be found to 
have pull’d down more than they have built up. 
Now: Chriftianity ‘may in refpect of profeffion 
decay two ways, cither in its hopes, or in its pof- 
feffion, the one in relation to Aliens, the other to 
Dsfciples.. The firft by hindring the ‘accefs of 
new Converts, the fecond by ftaggering or alicna- 
; | . ey ting 
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ting the o/d, and both thefe waies the vifibly ap- 
pears to fuffer by ourdivifions. And firft if we 
confult but ourexperience, if we truft but our 
own obfervations , we cannot but confefs that the 
Gofpel has Jong been at a great ftand : That 
that Sun which at its firft arifing was like Da- 
vid's, Pf: 19. {farrounded the world ina vigorous 
' efficacious motion, is fince become like Fojhuah’s, 
Fofb. 1c. 12. arreftedin itscourfe : nay like He- - 
zekiah’s, gone backward, If.38.8. Mahumetifm 
(if not Paganif{m) having long taken up its feat in 
divers of the moft flourifhing Apoftolick planta- 
tions. <A fadchange, that from the daily and nu. 
merous acceffion of the firft times, it fhould now 
become a kind of Predigy, a piece of news , {carce 
heard in an Age,that one fingle Profelyte is gain’d 
. to the Church; yet that thus itis, is too obvious 
to be denied. And truly itis not much lefs ap- 
parent that our diffentions have ina great degree 
contributed to it. . For firft,as to the extirpation 
of the Eaftern Churches, he that fhall examine 
the records of thofetimes, will have caufe to fay, 
their Janglings and Divifions were not only ina 
moral or divine, but even in a proper natural fenfe, 
the Inftruments of it. The Turk only coming in 
at thofe breaches which themfelves had made,nor 
had their Candleffick probably been removed, had 
they not firft abus’d its /ight, to the fetting them- 
— {elves in Gombuftion. That the fame cau/e has not 
yet had the fame effeé# among us, is owing not 
to its unaptneS to produce it , but to the admira- 
_ ble patience and mercy of God, who yet eee | 
a . | that 
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that fatal Judgment, which we do our parts to 
pull upon our felves; our mutual violences a- 
gainft one another herein unhappily combining 


and making one united forcé againft usall. But 


though the divine goodne(s hath hitherto fo coune 
termined our treachery to our felves, as not to 
fuffer us to enjoy that {tate of darknefs we have fo 
courted , yet certainly our contentions are ex-. 
tremely _acceffary to the continuing it upon: 
others, our many new and wandring lights, howe- _ 


‘yer they fail of having that Property of the Pilar 


of fire, Ex. 14. of illuminating and conducting 
the Ifraelites , yet too much anfwer its other, in 
becoming cloud and darknefS to the Zgyptians ; 
there being {carce any thing more apt to intercept — 
the beams of the Sun of righteoufnefs from. the 


Heathen world, every of thofe ttle enclofures our 


Faétions have made in the Church, becoming a. 
great partition-wall to keep others out of it. This 
may be made evident in feveral pe yl As firft, 
in relation to thofe many moras obliquities in | 
which our eager difputes do (as hath already been 
thewed ) betray us, which cannot but give fo: 
much {candal to any confidering man, that we can 
{carce hope any can turn tous as toa better Re. - 
ligion , but will rather think it the way to relin- 
uifh all; to obliterate thofe native impreffions of 
iety and Monefty they —— with them into - 
the world, fo that if we expect any Profelytes it 
muftbe only fuch as would live worfe than meer _ 
nature allows them. ae Se 


BUT: 


BUT this though as important a confidera- 
tion as:can well be, I fhall not here infift on,- ha- 
ving in the fecond Section o fome inftances 
how apt our Morality isto defame our Divinity , 
and confirm men in Oppofition to it. But though 
this be a great, yet ‘tis not the only means by 
which our Diffentions hinder the progrefs of the 
Gofpel, for they donot only make sfidels lefs 
inclinable to receive it, but ss to propagate it. 
Thofe do fo bufie and engrofs us, that there is 
neither leifure nor heart left for this. Our 
aétiveft fpirits are fo engaged at home in aflerting 
their private quarrels, that all fuch foreign de- 
figus areforgot. For as inGivsl, fo in Ecclefia- 
fircal concerns, every one is more induftrious to 
advance his pecu/sar intereft than that of the com- 
munity, accordingly we find innumerable pro- 
mulgers of every new Opinion. No Seé# wants 
its Apoftles to propagate and diffufe it ; but where ' 
* are there any that have the like care for the main 
Root of Chriftian Religion , which they have for 
thefe little Tmigs and Offfets which they have 

lanted in their own Gardens; how many ages 
mutt we look back to find 2 man that has made it 
his bufinefs to convert. Infidels tothe Faith. ’Tis 
true indeed there are fome very magnificent re- 
lations of modern attempts this way, of great in- 
duftry fome have us’d to bring the moit favage 
nations to the obedience of Chrift : but if we exa- 
mine, “twillbe obvious, the main defign was to 
- fubjeét them to themfelves. *Twas not.fomuch 
their Heathent{m as their terrstorses they invaded, 
: Oo and 
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as ; ge oie ge ee ee ee 
: and fuch Apoftles as thefe are ill qualified to make 
_S. Paul's profeffion, 2 Cor. 12. 16. I feek not yours 
but you. Andthe fuccefs of fuch Effays have 
. been anfwerable to the motive ; they have won 
. riches but not Souls. The Gofpel in one hand and 
_ a fword inthe other has made many flaves, but I. 
fear few Chriffians. Indeed, what encourage- 
ment had thofe poor creatures to receive a Re- 
. ligion from their Oppreffors ? why fhould they . 
" think that thofe who tortured and kill’d their do- 
\ dies , were really. concern’d to fave their Souls ? 


over 


| fhall they call on him, in whom they have not believed, 


_and how fhall they believe in him, of whom theyhave  - 


not beard; and’ bow fhall they bear without a 
: | | preacher? 
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reacher ? and God knows whether we have not 
sa provided better for their Excufe than our 
own. | . 
THERE is yet another way by which our _ 
"+ divifions impede their converfion, and that is by 
. giving them prejudice to that Doctrine about 
. which our felves cannotagree. “Tis an univerfal 
Maxim that truth # alwaies confonant to itfelf; 
and therefore where they fee fo little umty they 
have too much temptation to doubt of Truth. 
He that wandring fhould meet a’'Company that 
offer to conduct him to his journeys end, might 
reafonably incline todeliver himfelf up to their 
guidance; but if he find them unagreed upon the 
way,one Difputing for this, and. another for that, 
and every one protefting’ againft all but his own ; 
he would fure retract his confidence,and think they 
offer’d him only more variety of miftakes, re- 
folve it as fafe to truft himfelf to his own Errors 
as other mens. And this'alas, feems to be too 
exact a parallel ofthe prefent cafe ; we Chrifti- 
ans do fo mutually damn one another, that a 
_ poor Turk or Heathen will think, he rather mul- 
tiplies than ends his Danger by affociating him- 
{elf with us; for there-being fo many parties, 
whichfoever he joyns himfelf'to, there will-be 
abundant‘odds againft him ;. fo that ifhe could be 
fecur’d the truth were among us, yet the great 
, difficulty of finding it out, would-be a very dif- 
- heartning’ confideration. Befides- men. love in 
tranfaétions of = Importance to have as many, 
and as credible Vouchers as may be, and upon 
that — 


A 
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that {core twill fure be but a cold inducement to 
any toturn Ghriftian, to forefee, that when he has 
done fo, he fhall be dzfown'd by far the greater 
part of that number, and that at his entrance in- 
tothe Church, he fhall be met with almoft as ma- 
ny Anathemas, as when: he was as Infidel. Nay, 
I {carce kriow whether I may call it an entrance 
intothe Ghurch, orrather into a Conventicle, or 
particular Congregation, our Schifms and Se- 
parations having hardly left a poffibility of 
external communion with the untverfal CEburch, 
fince the communicating with one part of it, 
does infallibly Excommunicate from another. - 
Thus have we placed our flaming Sword (thongh 
God knows no Gherubim ) at the gate of our Para- 
dife, and when God calls all men to the waters 
of ifey our Contentions have.made them like thofe 
of Marah, fobitter and unpleafant, asdetersand ° 
averts men from them: Which as it is in the 
highcft degree injurious to them, {0 is it contu- 
melious to 44m, whofe invitations are by this’ 
means fruftrated; “tis in fome degree the evacu. 
ating one of the main purpofes of Chrifts coming 
into the World; which was to call mew cut of 
darknefs into his marvellous light, and as He was 
thus fent by his Father, fo alfo were the Apoftles 
folemnly commiffionated by him to preach to 
the Gentile world,. who with indefatigable in- 
duftry and refolute fuffcrings purfued the charge; 
and fure this is competent evidence, that the 


_. defign was of the greateft and moft weighty 


importance, and fuchas can never be out-dated, 
| } till 
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till there ceafe to be objects of it, unbelievers to 
convert : And by that let us meafure the guilt of 
obftructing it, which if we would impartially do, 
Laffure my felf the moft paffionate Bigot of any 
Party muft confefs, that it infinitely out-weighs 
all the Piety his doctrine can pretend to, that his 
peculiar Church gains not fo much as the Catholick 
lofes: Andthat how confidently foever he hath 
-Canoniz'd his quarrels, they are indeed but the 
worft fort of Heathens, se ferve to keep out the 
better. Yet befides the mifchief they do in rela- 
tion to thofe that are without, they are extreme- 
ly pernicious to thofe that are within, and that 
not only to fome one Seé?, but like an univerfal 
poyfen, that is equally deadly to the moft contra- 
ry complections, they operate on the moft di- 
ftant ranks of Profeffors, the tender and the obdu- 
rate, the ferupulous andthe profane. And firft for 
the tender tremulous Chriftian, ‘tis eafie to dif- 
cern how much he muft be diftracted and amaz‘d 
by them; for while he hears each Sect thunder 
out Damnation againft cach other, he cannot but 
be ftartled at the danger of adhering to the wrong, 
and though that may a while excite his diligence 
to difcoverthe right, yet when he comes to that 
- inquifition, he will meet with fo many Polemsck 
antricactes to entangle him, that after many 
turns, firft to one fide, and then to another, he 
will be apt to think the only clue to extricate him 
out of this labyrinth of many Religions, ts to aban- 
don all. Nor is this meer ppeculation and Gonje- 
éfuvey God knows we have had gerd | 
os | | throug 
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. through the whole round of Eror too many pra- . 
. Glick experiments of it. ‘Several perfons there 
_ have been, whofe Zeal to find out truth by an un- 
_ happy rule of Falfe, directed them to allow of 
. every Error: While like.fick men,who defire to die 
. good-cheap, they put themfelves into the hands 
. Of any Empirick; follow each bold pretenders, 


ps Le e274 3 ig Sage < 


. that has the impudenee to talk of Truth, till Su- 
. perftition ends in Profanation, Godlinef proves 


Atheifm, and by having been of many Seéts,at laft 


_ have no Religion. And furely this is a moft un-. 
_ happy Effect of our difcords, thus to be ftum:- 


. bling-blocks in our brothers way, and when we re- 
_ member the woes pronounc’d againft thcfe that 
. Shall Scandalize any of the little ones, ’twill be — 
’ {trange how men can think to approve their Ghri- 
” ftianity, by the ruine of their Brothers, or fecure 
. themfelves of Heaven by keeping Others thence ; 


" 


’ For though Chrift tells hisDifciples there fhould 


| be fome that fhould think it a fervice to God to kill 


|. 


their Bodses, yet to phancy the deftraysng of Souls 


" fotoo, isa Deception of which we have neither 


’ record nox predsétion in Holy Writ, and is a fu- 


perfxtation of the {pirit of delufion, peculiar to 
thofe who have placed their own fanctity in thefe 
religious wranglings, which ferve to deftroy it in 
-other men. And as they thus ferve on the one 
fide to fhipwrack the faith of thefe weak unftable 
Souls; fodothey on the other advance the smpre- 
ty of the daring finner ; for as they are Tempta- 
tion tothe one; fo are they Pretenceand Excufe 
to the otber to bid defiance to all Religion. He 
ca X 2 whofe 
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whofe diffolute affeé#ions have fo long been court- 
ing his underffanding to turn Atheift, will fure 
not lofe the advantage of fo plaufiblean Argu- 
ment as our divsfions afford him; and fince is 
Juf?s engage him in an irreconcilable War againft 
the practick part of Piety, he will moft gladly em- 
brace this occafion of quarrel againft the Theory 
alfo: So making himfelf entire, and extinguifh- 
ing thofe uneafie regrets and mifgivings arifing 
from the repugnancy of his life to his belief. It 
‘were not hard to give a compendium of thefe mens 
Logick, and draw out thofe Schemes.of Difcourfe, 
by which from our differences in Religion they 
infer the difcarding ofall. But I fear thefe are 
- already too well known, and where they are not, 
I fhould be loth to be any mans Inftructor. This 
is] am fure too palpable, that how fallacious foe- 
ver thefe Reafonings are, they have been very 
operative, as appears by the number of thofe 
avowed Atheifts among us, who placing them- 
felves sn the feat of the fcorner, give themfelves 
much pleafing Divertifement by deriding our ea- 
pet {cuffles about that which they think nothing. 

fany man thinks that the Church is no lofer by 
the defection of fuch Lidertines,I muft be allowed 
to diflent from him : For firft, there are examples 
of the moft vicious Perfons, that have been redu- 
ced, and while they retain their Chriftian behef, 
that lays fuch undeniable obligations to good fe, 
that whenever they refume their ae they 
muf{t take up vertue alfo with it; fo that there is 

an equal poflibility of their being good, that there 
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is of their being rational: But when all hope and 
fear of a future eftate is difclaim’d, when thofe 
cords are broken which fhould pull them up from 
the Dungeon, then, and not before is there {tate 
vifibly defperate. But befides this poffibility of 
recovering them, the danger of lofing others is to be 
confidered. Bold Arbe1/m is like a raging Pefti- 
lence, which taints the very Air, fo that thofe im- 
pious difcourfings which are the effects of fome 
mens Vices, may be the caufe of others; and we 
too often fee that thofe who afcended thenifelves 
by degrees, doin an inftant advance their Profelytes 
to the height of Irreligion, as appears by the 
ftrange proficiency of fome, whofe Years allow 
them not to have arrived toit otherwife than per 
Saltum. And fure this fpreading Contagion has 
been fo deftructive to the Church, that it were 
to be wifht, the meer titular Chriftians had ra- 
ther remain’d fuch, than thus to have averted 

others from being fo much. — | 
AN D nowifallthefe fcandals be worth our 
regret, ifthe emboldening and exafperating the . 
bad, tie corrupting the zmnocent, and the decay 
of Chriftian profeffien confequent to both, be for- 
mid able Evils, we know where to charge the gus/t. 
- Our contentions muft be arraigned as acceffarzes, 
if not principals inthe cafe: And then fure it will 
befit our angry Zealots to confider, whethcr this 
bethe way of advancing Gods truth, or what ac- 
count they will give to the Lord of the Vineyard, who 
while they ‘pretend to drefs and prune the éraz- 
ches, do thus debilitate and deftroy the voots, 
X 3 Nay, 
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Nay, indeed in this they are treacherous even to 
their own pretenfions, forall thofe feveral Reli- 


gions which they fo tenderly cherifh, have no pro- . 


per root of their own, but like Excrefcencies, 
{pring out of the main, tock of Chriftianity, 

live by its juice and moifture, and confequently, 
gan never he tofurviveit. And then certainly 
there can be nothing more ridiculous, than to 
exprefs their kindnefs to the one, by ways that 
are foruinoustothe other. “Tisas ifa Paffenger 
in a Ship fhould to fortifie his przvate Cabin, tear 
up the planks and expofe the whole Veflel to fink- 
ing: Yet thus prepofteroufly do many of our 
chief Pilots apply their care. In the mean time; 
it cannot but beg very delightful profpeét to the 
- grand Enemy of Souls, to tee us thus bufily pro- 
mote his sntere/?, lay fnares for our felves, and by 
our own folly do that whichallhis fudtities could 
never compafs. Nor can we think but he will be 
as officious tous asis poffible, while we are thus 
employed, will help us to contrive our Turrets, 
wh ileft he fees we pluck out Stones from the foun- 
dation to build them with; nor fhall we ever want 
new models of Churches, fo long as they thus help 
.  todeftroy the o/d; and how aptly they are fitted 

- forthat Purpofe, needs (I fuppofe ) no farther 

Demontftration. <n 


CHAP. 


chiefs, it being not fo purely Secular, as not to 
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CHAP. XIL | 
‘A Survey of the Mifchiefs arifing from Difputes, in 


reference to C1vtl Peace. 


ND now fure we cannot but conclude 
our Contentions highly injurious to Chrifti- | 
antty, that thus affault it both in the Pra- 


 étickand Theory: And indeed how fierce fcever 


our quarrels are with one another, the heavieft 
blows are fure to fall on that, which as in its con- 
{titution is of the moft Pacifick temper imagi- 
nable, fo it has the common fate of reconcilers to 
fuffer from all parties. But Godlinef having the 
promife as well of thus life as of that which 4 to come, 
it often happens that there is fucha confent be- 
tween our fprritual and fecular Concerns, that the ._ 


_ Mifchiefs that opprefs the one do reflect on the 


otber: And indeed Religion when entire and uni- 
ted, is one of the beft bonds of Givsi as wellas 
Ecclefiaftical Peace, (.as even thofe atte{t, who de- 
fying all other ends of it, do yet admit it a ufeful 
State-engine;) from whence ‘tis confequent, 
that the déftraétions and divifions in that muft have 
proportionably a contrary influence, and infect 
communities with Difcord, Tumult and Difor- 
ders. And this is an effec? with which I think not 
unfit to bring up the rear of the foregoing Mif- 


fuit 
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fuit our prefent fubject ; for outward order and 
unity can never be fo innocently difturb’d, but 
that Chrefiiansty muft be wounded in it alfo: And 
' befides, it may perhaps obtain more confideration 
than the former, as being of a nature wherein the 
cenerality of men will think themfelves the moft 
concern’d; for though there be many that can 
Icok on the ruine both of Chriftian practice and 
profeffion, with Gallio’s indifference, .Aéis 18. 
17.and care for none of thofe things, yet when 
the fiege draws clofer, when they find themfelves 
begirt in their worldly interefts, and that the 
fame Deluve that overwhelms Churches, may bear 
down Palaces alfo, perhaps they may think the 
matter not fo contemptible. And firft, asto the 
truth of the obfervation, the World has too long 
sroaned under the Experiment to need farther 
proof. That drtternze(fs which firft tainted the 
waters of the Sanciuary, hath from thence diffas’d 
itfelf into our common ffreams, and like the 
egyptian Plague, left nene uncorrupted: For 
whether we look upon Families, Neighbour- 
hoods, Kingdoms, any the /eaft, or any the grea- 
refi Societics, we find the miferable Trophies of 
our holy Wars, in Factions and Confufions; I 
with I could not fay Rapine and Bloud alfo. For | 
the fir# of thefe, the domeftick Jars caus’d by dif- 
fcrent Opiniohs, the Inffances are numerous, or 
rather innumerable, which our own age and nation 
afford us. How many Servants have on this 
{core been at defiance with their Mafters ? Chil- 
dren with their Parents ? Nay, Wives with their 
7 | - Husbands? 
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Husbands? Suchan unhappy force is there in 
mitaken Leal , that it diffolves the clofeft bonds, 
violates all obligations natural or civil, while un- 
der pretence of fervice to God, like the Pharifees 
Corban, itevacutes allduty to man; and this 
has made fuch ruptures:and divifions in Families, 
that that delightful profpect theP/alm:/f fo much 
commends, that of Brethrens dwelling together in 
unity, P{alm 133. is {carce any where to be met 
with; but inftead of that, fuch rancor and bitter- 
nefs, treachery and malice, as if men either mi- 
ftook Chrifts prediétion, Luke 12. 52. fora pre- 
cept, or at leaft were willing to advance his Pre- 


_ phetick Office upon the ruine of his Kengly, and 


to verifie his prefage by breaking his command. 
And as the Oeconomical order and peace is thus 
difturb’d, foifhe that mifles quiet at home fhould 
feck for it abroad, he will foon find himfelf difap- 
pointed, and difcern that as the focietses grow 

treater, fo do the dzforders alfo, and that private 

trifes doas much combine to make parties and 
fatiions, as Families-:do to make Gztzes and Corpo- 
rations. By this means that mutual communica- 
tion, by which the Members of civil bodies fhould - 
not only benefit one another, but fecure the 
whole, is interrupted, and men live not as neigh- 
bours, but fpies, always upon defigns of Entrap- 
ping and Enfnaring; for while they look on one 
another as enemies to God, they think that re- 
{cinds all obligations of friendjbip among them- 
felves, and when Religion bears the Standard, 
the War will be concluded neceffary and ac 

able. 
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able. But though it be fo in smaginatson only, tis 
fure there are fome, who make it really profitable ; 
foras in moft Camps, the greater Number are at- 
tracted rather by hope of dooty than concern for 
the caufe; folhere, many men 447 themfelves un- 
der one Party, that they may have pretence to 
prey upon the reft.. Andto that End feveral very 
commodious Axioms have been taken up. As 
that No faith is to be kept with Hereticks ; that Do- 
minion « founded in Grace, &c. by fach meafures 
as thefe the goods of the eZ#gyptrans become law. 
ful prizes toany, that pleafe to call themfelves 
Ifraelites ; andindecd Jews they may be call’din 
-that notion we vulgarly ufe it of unjuft and cruel 
extertioner: But fure not fuch If/raelstes as Chrift 
defines Nathaniel, Foh.1. 47. without guile: For 


having thus confecrated their frauds, and found © 
an expedient of ferving God and Mammon toge- , 
ther, there is no piece of deceit either too big, or : 
too little for them; no tranfaétion fo important, . 


which can oblige their fidelity; none fo trivial as 


to difcourage theix rapine: Opportunity isthe . 


only meafure and rule of their attempts, by this 


means no Obligation of Contract, no Laws of , 


Commerce can efcape unviolated ; every thing is 
lawful that may weaken the wicked, and that 
zea} which makes men Saints in the Church or 
Conventicle, can make them Thieves in the Shop 
or Market. Thus is Piety made an Engine of ra- 
pine, and by thefe religious riots, all boundaries 
wherewith Laws or Equity have fenc’d mens di- 
ftinck properties, are thrown down: And fure 
; this 
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this is a moft carnal confequent of our fpiritual 
debates, and bids fair towards the reducing us to 
that {tate of common Hoftility, which fome have 


_ phancied to be the Original condition of mankind : 


For it renders commerce fo dangerous, that men 


- may withina while think it fafer to truft their 


- own ffrengths, than tothe fhelter of thofe Laws 
and Grutl compaéts, which they fee fo avowedly 
- evacuated. Anduponthis account, though the 
- Injury be immediately done to private perfons, it 
> becomes a publick mifchief: Yet alas, thefe are 


7 -_. US -< . * 


but the more moderate effeés of our Diffentions ; 
they afford more expedite and compendious ways 


of publick ruine; the defrauding or undermining 


ofa few Neighbours, are petty prizes for thofe 
that think they have the fole right to the Crea- 
ture, and are thofe eMeck who are to inherit 
the Earth, andevery fuch acqueft only ferves to 
fiefh them for a farther chafe. The /posls of a 
broken Kingdom will afford fomething worth 


the fcrambling for : And nothing more fit to break 


4t than a pretence of Religion, which like the | 
flone that {mote Nebuchadnezzars Image, has fhi- 
vered the moft goodly Monarchies. And accor- 
dingly, we fee no Engine is more conftantly us'd 
by men of Seditious foirits, to. difturb and fub- 
vert Governments: Indeed there can be nothing 
fo advantageoufly fitted for the purpofe. For | 
fhould fuch perfons unmask their defign,and fhew 
it in its native uglinefs, fhould they avow the fha- 
king ofa Ksngdom meerly to eftablith themfelves 
ina condition of wealth and grandeur, the new 
_  « 7 —* gnoulding 
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mculding of aGovernment only that they might 
fhape their own fhares in it, ‘twere impoffible 
they fhould find any abettors; for though the 
mnultstude are always in preparation for change, 
yet tis not on Intuition of benefit to fome przvate 
perfons, but of fomewhat wherein themfelves may 
partake: Noriseven the madnefs of the people 
mad enough, to expofe al] their own intereff, and 
moft important concerns only to promote thofe of 
others. \t has therefore always been both the rule 
and practice for fuch defigners to fuborn the pub- 
lick antereft to countenance and cover their pri- 
vate; tocryup Diana to fecure their own gain, 
and to make the feduced Populacy like the Fackcal 
to the Lion, hunt that prey which themfelves 
mean to devour. And ofall thofe artifices by 
which fuch Incendtaries have fet Kingdoms ina 
flame, none hasbeen more univerfally fuccesful 
_than the pretext of Religion, which is thought fo 
creditable acaufe to engage in, as can convert the 
infamous titles of Rebel and Traitor into thofe of 
Patriot and Saint, andconfequently, take offall 
difcouragement arifing from the difreputation of 
fuchanenterprize: And no lefs potent is itin 
folving the fcruples of its unlawfulnefs; for by.a 
dexterous anticipation, it makes Confciencea 
party, that it may exclude ‘it from being Hager 
and by that one fallacy of fuppofing Relsgson to be 
ajuft ground of quarrel, make way for all the wild 
confequences deducible from that falfe principle: 
And indeed where that is throughly faftned, the 
mifchiefs are not only great but incurable,& yet the 
moire 
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more fo by how much the perfon is more zealous. 
For alas,what will it avail to tell {uch a man,’tis a 
fin to fight againft hs King: when he will tell you: 
‘tisagreater not to fight for ht God: That he 
contracts a hesnous guilt in violating the peace of 
the Charch,. when he with as great confidence 
believes, he merzts in propagating its truth. That 
he is accountable for the d/oud of his Brethren ; 
when he thinks he has like the Levites, Exod.3 2. 
confecrated himfelfin it, and offer’d itan accep- 
table facrificetoGod. Thus unhappily are thefe 


he men fortified in their fin, by prefuming it their 


Vertue, and while the furious zeal of fuch is made 


-’ fubfervient to the wicked craft of others,’tis a moft 


apt inftrument of publick Mifchief, there being no 
attempt fodefperate, which fuch may not be put 
upon, who are methinks us’d, as Hantbal is faid to 
have done thofe Oxen, whefe horns he firft fired, 
and then fent them todifturb the Roman camp : 
Thefe men as thofe Zea/fs are found very ufeful tor 


the molefting of others; but commonly all they: 


acquire to themfelves, is the /mart of their own 
flames. Few of thofe who thus in the fimplicity of 
their heart followan dé/olonsor a Sheba, thatdo 
notecither mifcarry together with the defign, or 
elfe live to difcern how much their credulity was 
abufed; and that both veligzon ( however preten- 
ded ) and thofe that fought for it, were only made — 
properties to promote the /ufts of thofe who defpi- 


fed both. But’tis unneceffary to infift farther on — 


the effeéts of fuch religious Fury, of which we of 
thy Nation have had fo many and fo coffly eviden- 


CESs 
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ces, as far tranfcend the molt tragseal defcriptions. 
_ God grant we may never have other than our paff 
expersences to meafure them by: But certainly 
there is little reafon to be fecure, fo long as the 
root of them, our /peculative differences daily en- 
creafe;for unlefs we could fuppofe an Age of fuch 
innocence, that there fhould be none who would 
take any undue Advantages, ‘tis fure there will be 
enough gives: And indeed when we reflect upon 
our paft Diftractions, and confider how trivial 
the matter of moft of thofe Debates was, whofe 
manner has been fo cruelly folemn; how our 
flichteft problemes have been writ in bloud, that 
many Thoufands have been made naked to keep 
the Surplice off a few mens backs, and we have 
pulled down our Churches in difpleafure at the 
windows, when I fay thefe and a Thoufand the 
like are confidered, we muft conclude that there 
can never want Occafion to them that (in the 4pe- 
files Phrafe)defre Occafion. The highteft deffempers 
in the Church being contagious, and moft apt 
( when fomented by ambitious defigners)to beget 
an univesfal Plague in the Common-wealth. 
And now who can without horror confider thefe 
miferably perverted effeé#s of Chriftian Religion, 
that that which was defign’d the molt snviolable 
bond of unity, fhould like thofe curles of entangled 
{nakes with which Ersnnys is faid to have infuria- 
ted Athemas and Ino, become the fatal incendsary 
of the mortaleft hatred. That that Oeconomy which 
was meant to regulate, fhould be the Inftrument 
of confounding and embroyling the World; and 
| | 4 


a“ 


, a 


a ee 
a Gofpel of Peace fhould thus be made the Incen- 


tive to war, and create fiercer quarrels than 


thofe ic was to have compos’d. To turn the 
Grace of God into wantonne(s, is juftly branded as: 


-agreatCrime, but fure to turnit énto malice is 
yet a greater. And though every fin offers violence 
toour religion, yet thy is of all others the moft. 


| 


, 


- come a kind of Felo de fe, and contribute to its 


barbarous, thus to make it Affaffinate itfelf, be- 


‘ownruine. And that this is the cafe, is I pre- 
' fume fufficiently evident in all the foregoing in- 
| flances, whichas they are moft obvioully the ef- 
. fect of our eager Difputes, fo are they no lefs 
- vifibly defruétive to Chriftianity in all its in- 
- terefts, leave it neither root nor branch, neither 
: inward Vigor, nor outward Luftre ; fo at once ren- 


_ dring it both unfertile and unamiable. “Twasa 
: piece of hoftile Severity againft Mozb, to fill the 


land with ffones, thereby to render st barren, 2 King. 
.25. The flingers went about, and fmote it: . 
ut what that fuffered from profeft Enemies, the 
Church daily fuftains from thofe that call them- 


; felvesher beft friends. ‘ Our Benjamites arc fo in 


love with their skill of flinging to a hairs breadth, 
their nice Criticifms, Diftiactions, and Subtil- 
ties, have caft abroad fo many ffones of contention, — 
that the Church is become perfect quarry, utter- 


ly Stersh and anfruttful, as to all thofe good works 


for the production whereof, fhe was fo peculiar- 
ly fenced and cultivated by God; nay, ’twere 
well if barrennefS were the worlft, and that fhe 
had not on the other fide acquir'd an unhappy 

| degenerous 


= 
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degenerous fertility: But what anumerous and ac- 
curfed Iffte fpring from this unpeaceable tem- 
per, the foregoing confiderations do too fadly 
demonftrate ; and | doubt not every attentive Ob- 


ferver will be able to add. move (though not 
truer ) Inftances ; and befides to difcern that this. 


fpuvious brood like that of Hagar is grown fo 
wantonly infolentas to defpife the ght heir of 
the Promife. Thetrue Gofpel-Graces of Mecek- 
nefs, Peaceablenefs and univerfal Charity are ac- 
counted Earthly phlegmatick qualities,we difclaim 
that Holy Ghoft which defcends inthe appearance 
ofthe Dove, nay or in five either, unlefs it be 
like that of Elijah, to confume al] that difguft us. 
Nor do we meafure our Religion fo much, by the 
oppofition it makes to our /ufs, as to thofe 
whom we firft make, and then call our enemies. 
Thus miferably have we changed the Scene, and 
by calling evil good, and good evil, have accumula- 


ted injuries upon our oppreffed Chriftianity, not 


only robb’d it of its ruée, but ef its reputation alfo. 
And do we daily thus fee Ygmael mocking Ifaae, 
and fhall we not think it time to caft out the 
Bond-woman and her Son ? Shall we for ever che- 
- rifh this generation of Vspers to tear out the 
Lowels of our common Mother ? I pray God the 
Queftion have not as much of prefage as expoftu- 
lation. For if we confider the prefent {tate of 
things, how our contentions plead not. only right 
but prefcription, there feems. not much hope of 
difpoffeffing them, and yet lefs, when ’tis re- 


membred, howthey have entwifted themfelves, - 


noe 
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not only with the paffions, but intereffs of men; 
two fuch potent Abettors as will buoy up the moft | 
forlorn caufe. Thetruthis, thereare many /ud- 
terraneous fprings which feed th Ocean, and — 
though religion and piety be on all hands de- 
murely pretended, yet as we have feen the effects 
- of our debates very difconfonant to fuch a Pro- 
' feffion; fo if we examine the originals and 
» caufes, we fhall find them. for the moft part as 
. widely diftant. Yt may not be amifs to take 4 
: fhort view of fome of them; for though I cannot 
. hope the difcovery of the Caufes will contribute 
_ tothe general cure, yet perhaps it may prove An- 
' t#dote to fome particular perfons, who will be the 
 Iefsapt toadmire the verdure of the leaves ( the 
- flourifhing appearances of zeal and piety ) when 
they find both frst androot of fo poifonous a 
: quality. : | 





CHAP. XII 


4 Survey of the Caufes of Difputes; and firs | 
P ridé. | | 


. ND in this inqueft we find :Pride al- 
| ready arraigned to our hands, by the 
| MB wifelt of Men, Prov. 13, 10. only by pride 
cometh contention. tis indeed a moft prolifick 
Vice, and there dre few fins to which it is not ci- 


ther a parent or nurfe: but there is fcarce any 
: - 4 which 
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which does more betray its immediate defcent 
from it than this of Strife and debate, which has fo 
many of the lineaments and features of the de- 
formd Mother, as fufficiently atteft its extra- 
étion. And as this is true of a/ {trifes in gene- 
ral, fo particularly of thofe whereof we now 
treat; for Pride being itfelf an internal fin, 
it has fuch a neighbourhood with all the notions 
and fpeculations of the mind, that it eafily makes 
impreffions on them: Nor are we to wonder that 
the Sacrednefs of divine things is not Amulet 
enough againft its Charms, when we remember 
that the hrf aét of Pride that ever was commit- 
ted, was levelled even at God himfelf; and as it 
took up its firft feat ina f{piritual fubftance, fo 
has it ever fince, never acted more naturally, and 
therefore more vigoroufly, than about fpiritual. 
matters. Of this the Church in all ages has had 
many coftly Experiments ; for if we trace the 
Catalogues of Herefies from Ssmon Magus his 
days down to our own, we fhall find Pride 2 
principal Aétor in every Scene, though perhaps in 
various dreffes. For though Pride be always in the 
- general an affectation of fome tranfcendency, 
yet it differs astothe particular object, accord- 
ing tothe feveral eftimates men make of excel- 
— lencies. So that the propugners of new Opini- 
ons, though they have this common aim,that they 
feek their own exaltation, yet donot always do it 
in the fame inffances. For example, fome have 
coveted the repute of profougd inquifitors, and this 
Vanity has prompted them to dive {6 deep — 
| .  - the 
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the bowels Of every the plaine}t doétrine, till at 
laft they have twifted and entangled them into 
the molt perpiesxing difficulties. Thefe Naviva- 
tors think they have never fail’d fuccesfully, till 
they have fourid out a Yerra incognita, though 
God knows they bring nothing from thence for 


_ the benefit of the habitable world; nor make it. | 


their bufinefs to refolve Doubts; but start them: 
Another fort of men there are of fo faftidiotis and 
petulant witssthat they difdain an opinion of which 
themfelves are not the Authers; they love not to 


have their underftandings prefcrib’d to, by the 


preconceptions of others; how divinely foever in- 
fpir’d, and will rather have a Religion of their 
own making, than of bs whom thty pretend to 
worfhip. And this, “tis to be doubted, is the bot- 
tom of the great veneration fome have paid to 
Reafon, which they have fet up in the Throne, not 
only int defiance of blind implicit affent, but even 
Of divine revelation, Buit in the mean time 'tis 
to be obferv’d, that ’tis not reafon zm general, the 
common excellency of-our nature that is thus 
advanc’d, but every mans own private and indivi- 
dual; -whichupon a juit fcanning will often be 
found the moft diftant thing from what it is 
call’d: Paffion and Phancy, by that omnipotent 


advantage of being a mans own, often paffing for 


deep difcourfe and ratiocination: dnd what a fruit- 


ful harveft of Tares fuch feed is apt to produce, 


eur tedfon would inform us if our éxperience did 
not. Tothefe we may add another rank of men, 
who vehemently thirfting after a zame in the 

| : | 2 world; 
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world, hope to acquire that by being the diffemi- 
nators of govel doétrines; they think while they 
goonin the beaten track, they fhall be obfcur’d 
in the Throng; the only way to make themfelves 
conf{picuous is tobe fingular: Thus fondly chu- 
fing to be eminent, though by the infamous Cha- 
aa of Heretick or Schif{matick, and ( like him 
that fired Diana’s Temple to fecure himfelf from 
oblivion ) build themfelves eMonuments of the 
Ghurches ruines: and fure this Theudas his ambi- 
tion ofbeing fome body, has helptto raife more 
opinions than he did men. Yet commonly it an- 

wers it even in that circumftancealfo; for when 
by feparating themfelves from the unity of the 
faith, they have rendred themfelves remarkable, 
their next aim is to have others joyn tothem; and 
fo they may have the honour of being /eaders,care 
not though it be intotheditch. To be call’d of 
men Rabbi Rabbi, is enchanting Mufick to any 
Pharifee, and ferves like the Timbrels in Tophet 
to drown the cries not of their Children, but Mo- 
ther {corching in the flames of their contention. 
Indeed fo impetuous and uncontroulable is this 
kind of vanity, that like a mighty ‘torrent, it 
bears down all before it, overwhelms not only the 
oppofite vertues, but even all vices that are not 
of its own confederacy. Men can in this cafe 
lay fevere reftraints upon their moft snt+mate 
fenfualitzes, when they fufpect them treacherous 
to this grand Defign. The Wolf fhallbe muz- 
led and madeto behave himfelf with the meck- 

nefs befeeming the Sheeps cloathing.. The Swine 


fhall 
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fhhall be wafht and by an unnatural violence with- 


held from the mire: All their rapacious and be- 


{tial zppetites controul’d and made tame, that 


they worry not their reputation. Andall this for 
- alittle naked popularity, for whofe dear purchafe, 
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very many have thought fit to diveft themfelves, 
born of lawful and unlawful enjoyments ; and have — 
thought the tumultuous applaufe of a few facti- 
ous {pirits worth all that felf-denial. But all 


_ Prideis not fo perfectly Camealion as to fubfift 


upon this meer azr,there is another kind of #t that 
propofes to itfelf fomething beyond this: fuch 
is the affectation of rule and dominion, which 
though in refpect of any real good to the ruler, 
is as very a Chimera asthe former; yet common- 
ly they that are under fuch a Furifdiétion, find to 
their coft tis more than Imaginative. And God 
knows this 4fpiving humour has been no lefs fa- | 


tally active in Ecclefiaftick than in Grvél affairs 5 


nor has the Church ever beenin more danger of 
Anarehby than by thofe who moft impatiently co- 


> veted a fhare in its government 5 for where this 
- {pirit of ambition is the Impellent, it does like 


the Demoniack in the Gofpel, burft afunder all | 
fetters and chains, violates the unity both of do- 
ctrine and difcipline, nor is any attempt too 
bold for men thus animated: They who long to 
be in authority think the door opens not = 
enough fortheir entry, and impatient of fo te- 
dious an expectation, chufe rather to make 
breaches in the walls (nay fometimes to under- 
mine the foundation) than to want an ee to 

| 3 their 
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their Defires. Neither is there any thing fo f 
cred,which upon this occafion they cannot pro- 
{titute ; when Diotrephes, 3 Fob.9. {eeks prehemi- 
nence, the Di¢tates even of an Apoffle fhall be re. 
jected, and even the divinity of Chri(?, -God bleffed 
for ever, be trampled on,when Arius wants a foot- 
ftool to climb up to his affected greatnefs. Ina 
word, if we Examine the occurrencies of all ages, 
we fhall find that either the eagernefs of acqu- 
ring, or the Revenge of miffing dignities, have 
been the great inffigators of Ecclefiaftick Feuds; 
and fure our Modern ftories, are not likely to 


fall fhort of the Ancient, in examples of this 


kind. And as Pride makes fome thus patftic- 
nately defirous of rule, fo it makes others as im- 
patient of being ruled, and even thofe who can- 
not hope to arrive to give Laws, will nog endure 
to be under thofe already eftablifhed. That ths 
is indeed the Chriftian /sberty for which many in 
our days have fo unchriftianly contended, is too 
- apparent,the fuddamental quarrel has been againtt 
fubjeétion: Yet to countenance and abet that, 
whole Armies of frivolous cavils have been rais’d, 
and the Church attacqued in every its remote 

concern, and though there be nothing farther 
from that unity of mind, to which the fimile was 
firft affixt, yet in a perverfe fenfe it imitates the 
Ointment of Aaronin defcending from the headto 
the skirts of the cloathing: not only the fupreme 
and more eminent parts, but the moft flight ex 
trinfick and inferior relatives to Religion being 
afperft and depraved ; and the moft innocent Cit- 
ee Ba gee Garg gee ua 
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:  cumftances of Civil or Natural actions made eri- 
minal, when applied to Divine things. A 
{trange ineffeétive power, which thefe men have 
convey’d into Gods fervice, that it muft thus pol- 
lute every thing that approaches it. That the 
place‘where his Honour ‘dwells, muft becomea 
Pefthoufe, and diffufe contagion to all init. (I 
wifh by the way their Sacriledge had not been 
'  toovaliant in defpifing the Danger of thofe in- 
felted utenfils, which may perhaps fadly verifie 
| ‘the reproach, and prove treacherous prizes ) and 
when mens zea/ operates thus unkindly, when 
the pretence of internal fanétity devours all out- 
ward decency,and God is to be honoured and exalt- 
ed by thofe ways, whereby men would thirik them- 
felves affronted, and vilified ; we have too great 
reafon to think fucha zeal as little according to 
godline(sas knowledge, and that it is'not fo much . 
the tendernefs of their Confciences, no nor gene- - 
»  yally the weaknefs of their Brains, but the Ivon f;- 
! gewin their Necks, which makes them at once fo 
' f{crupulous, and fo clamorous; for though the 
former might be fuppos’d owing to Error, the /a- 
ter can furely proceed from nothing but Pride. 
Several other inftances might be given to fhew 
how that pernicious temper has contributed to 
the sife and firft being of our divifions ; and ha- 
ving thus given them birth, it does not like the 
Offrich abandon its Brood, but has as great an in- 
' fluence in the cherifhing and maintaining, as it had 
in creating them. Of this there need no other — 
_ proof than the meer sxature of Pride, which as it 
eS 4 | averts 
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averts nothing more than felf-condemnation 5 {o 
upon pain of that appearance, ‘tis irreverfibly 
engag’d in the purfuit of its firft undertakings, 
any de/iffing being interpretatively a confe(fionci- 
ther of an Error ora Defeat, both which are in. 
fupportable toanafluming temper: So that be. 
fides the original incentives forementioned, it has 
this of di/dain fuperadded to actuate its motions. 
And accordingly we find they are at this rebound 
the more violent, not only,the fuccefs, but the 
credit of the firft enterprize depending upona vi- 
gorous profecution: So that Catiznes Maxim of 
Villany {cems to have been adopted into fome mens 
_divinity,and they think paft Crimes are only tobe 
fecur'd by more and greater. Nor is it only /ope 
to atchieve their defign, or hide their fhame which 
thus animates them, defpair will do it to ayet 
higher degree. Our Concupifcible and Irafcible 
appetites dwell not fo remote, but they are ready 
referves toone another, and what was defire in 
the purfuit, becomes anger and revenge in the dif- 
appointment; and fure we need not be toldthe 
wild effects of thofe paffions. How many men 
have ina fursous defpasy over-acted even their own 
projects, and have made it a malicious confolati- 
on in their ruine, to get it attended with thap of 
the publick ? As Herod, who to fecure a lamets- 
tion at his death, commanded a Maffacre fhould 
accompany it, or ( to give a more Ecclefiaftical 
inftance ) like Aerius, who fought the abolifhing 
of that order in the Church, whereof himfelt 


could not partake. Iwifhno mans Confcience in 
a , . our 
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our days were qualified to fuggeft a frefher ex- 
ample. But whileft ‘tis fo many ways the intereft 
of Pride to abet our contentions, we cannot think 
it fo fluggifh or uninduftrious an agent, as not to 
find out expedsents for its purpofe. I fhall not 
attempt to give a particular of its inffruments, 
when L have faid that Schifm is one of them, I 
need not add more, fince that alone ferves both 
to complete and perpetuate the Mifchief of all our 
{peculative diflentions. How clofe a Band of 
concord the communicating in holy duties is,;we may 
learn by Feroboam, who feems fo well to have un- 
derftood its unitive efficacy, that he durft not 
truft the newly divided Tribes ina joynt refort to 
the Temple; and therefore left the rupture he 
had made in the State fhould clofe again, he 
thinks it neceffary to make another in the Church, 
- and fecure his detection from his Prince, by that 
: fromhis God. But we need not borrow a teffimo- 
: #9 from that hisimpious Polzcy, we havea more 
Authentick attef.atzon from the holy Pfalmif?, who 
when he would defcribe the greate/? entirene(s, Ex- 
emplifies it by the walking to the houfe of God as. 
friends, Pfal. 55.14. Andthe Apoffle goes yet 
higher, and from our common participation of the . 
Kucharift, infers not only our ssiox, but our in- 
corpgmation. We being many are one bread, and one 
body, for we are ah partakers of that one bread, 
ICor. 10.17. And then fure we may on thecon- 
trary conclude, that our feperation muft have the 
quite diftant effects ; alienate our affeftions, and 
by that means {till more eftrange our Fudgments 
| “Or 
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For befides that ’tis natural to men to think they 
can never run far enough from that they begin to 
loath, they are in their own defence to amplifie 


the differences, that they may acquit themfelves 


fromthe fcandal of a caufelefs feparation; and 
this God knows is the ufual Method among us, 
when we have broken communion, our only {tudy 
is not how to repair, but juflifie it. The adverfa- 


ries Tenets are rigoroufly fcanned, new Charges 


exhibited, and the Schifm defended upon thofe 
later difcoveries, which were no motives to the. 
making it. And then fureno man can doubt but 
this is a proper way, both to multiply and Eternize 
difputes; and ’tis abundantly manifeft, that vani- 
ty and elation of mind is the caufe that Men thus 
prefer a miffaken reputation, before their own in- 
socence, or the Churches peace. Indeed if we 
throughly confiderit, we fhall find Pride is one 
of the fatalleft inftruments of Excifion, the two- 
edg’d {word by which adverfe parties do mutually 
cut themfelves from one another. The very 
elements and confittutive parts of a Schifmatick, 
being the Effeem of himfelf, and the Contempt of 
others. Lamnot as thy Publican was, we know, 
the voice of the proud Pharifee, whofe very name 
fionifies feparation, and our modern Separatifts do 
but Echo the fame note, when they pronogpce 


all thofe Heretical or Garnal from whom they have 


-withdrawn. Or perhaps they derive from yet 
more ancient prefident, thofe of whom the Pro- 


phet E/z fpeaks, Efzy 69. 5. which fay, Stand by 


thy felf, come not near me, for 1 am belice than thou 3 
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‘an Infolent kind of language which the Cathar: in 
the primitive times did not more exactly tran- 
{cribe, than many Seéfs of differing denominati- 
ons have done inours. But ’tis to be remembred, 
that while the Pharifee lookt ‘fo faftidioufly on 
the poor Publican, he renounc’d communion in 
prayers much more acceptable than his own ; and 
thofe refined Zealots who fear'd contagion from the 

approach of their more innocent Brethren, could 
boldly venture on the podutions of the moft deteft- 
able Idolatries: And God knows the note has too 
ready an application in both inftances, In the 
mean time ‘tis a fad contemplation, that fo much 
of that zea/ which makes fuch a gliftering in the 

World, fhall when brought to the Touch, be 
found adulterate, that the tranfcendent. purity 
men boaft of, fhould prave but a more fublima- 
ted wickedne/s, and their pretence to {pirituality be 


verified only in fbirttual pride. Alas, is notthe | 


whole circust of Secular things wide enough to 
contain this fwelling humour? Are there not Pomps 
and Vanities of the world enough to entertain this 
one Luff, but muft this Moabite be brought into 
the Sanéiuary 2? Can we not be elevated enough 
unlefs we trample upon all that is holy, and make 
Religion Factor for our Ambition ? We find fome 
very confidently point out Antichriff upon the 
{trength of this one predicted circumftance, that 
he was to fit in the Temple of God. But whatneed . 
we travel beyond the 4/ps to find out that, which 
every where prefents itfelf? Our Pride does too 
unhappily anfwer the defcription; and — 

- | : there 
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there is no inftance wherein it can ceafe to be An- 
tichviftian, yet furely it is more eminently fo, 
when it thus ufurps Gods feat, and rules in Sacred 
things. Would God the pass and animofity 
which has been fpent in difcovering and reviling 
other Antichrifts, had been diverted to the pul- 
ling down of thw, the labour would have been 


more effectual evento the immediate end of the 


Defigners; for were this Pride eradicated, the 
Foundation of all Spiritual ufurpations were un- 
dermin’d.. Butalas, thofe who exclaim the moft 
loudly againft all foretgn Tyranny on their Confci- 
ences, do obfequioufly bow to this inteffine Ufur- 
per, make anentire dedition of themfelves, and 
- fubmit to the fevereft and ignobleft vaffallage. 
They have invefted it with fo abfolute and fove- 
raigna Power, that,(as Samuel warns the Ifrae- 
ites of their King, 1 Sam. 8.) they are not to call 
any thing their own, when it is ufeful to its fer- 
vice: All their powers, all their interefts are de- 
voted to it, and that not only to adorn its pomp, 
but to fight its dattels. Men quarrel and contend 
till not only themfelves, but even Chriftianity it- 
felfexpire inthe conteft. But if it be indeed 
certain that every War is fo far unjuftifiable, as 
are the caufes of it, “twill furely be a competent 
prejudice againft our contentions, that our Pride 
is fo much concern’d in them, which is fo un- 
chriftian a motive, as all the holy-water where- 
with men have fprinkled it, can never baptize in- 
toacleanne(S; allthe borrowed dreffes of Zeal and 

Sanctity, however they may difguife, can never 
7 : legitimate 
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legitimateit. Thofe Arts of concealment may 

indeed add a new guilt, that of Hypocrifie, but can — 
never expiate, no nor extenuate the o/d: And - 
howSzint-like a form foever ourVain-glory puts on, - 
it does but the more own its derivation from him, 
who can. transform himfelf into an Angel of light, 
whofe afpirings have firft fubverted bimfelf, and 
now go on to propagate both hisCrime andRuine 
tows; norhas he ever manag’d that defen with 
more Art or Succefs, than by thus making our 
Pride a partition-wall to divide us from. one ano- 
ther, and confequently from God too ; who bein g> 
asour Church ftyles him, the author of Peace and 


dover of Concord, can never joyn himfelf with the 


difturbers of both, but muft necefflarily be difobli-. 
ged by our Diffentions and Schifms. | 


CHAP. XIV. 


A Survey of the Caufes of Difputes; Secondly, 
— Gurtofity. 


fhall find, that another grand incendiary of 
our Difputes is Curiofty: A vice which 


| F now we proceed farther in our enquiry we 
though in fome refpects it may be reckoned a fPe- 


cies of the former, that of Pride, yet-in others it 


admits a dsftinét confideration. This is that bane- 

ful weed which the Devil made a fhift to fteal 

even into Paradife, and which has ever — — 
| | ecte 


fected the richeff forls, the moft pregnant and po- 
lite Wits ; nor did it only eject man from thence, 
but it has improved the original curfe, and multi- 
plied thofe driers and thorns among which he was 
caft, yea, tranfplanted them from the Earth, 
where they could only raze the skin, into the 
Brain, where they pierce and torture the intelle- 
Ctual and immortal Part of Man. Nay farther, 
even that fweat of hts brows, which was to extir- 
pate them from the ground, ferves but to water 
and cherifh them in his mind; his very induftry 
being in this cafe the extremeft s/-busbandry, and 
the more paims he takes, the farther he removes 

himfelf from all real advantages of his toil. 
THERE are fome parts of Knowledge which 
God has thought fit to feclude from us, to fence 
them not only as he did the interdicted Tree, by 
Precept and Commination, but with Difficulties 
and Impoffibilities; made it not only our fin and 
danger, but our Folly and madnefs to attempt 
them. Ofthiskind arethe Myfterious parts of 
our Relzgion, whichhe fhews us as it were a-far 
off to exercife our faith and reverence, but ftoops 
them not toour fenfe and difquifition. Thefe he 
has placed like the Sun, where they may influ- 
ence, not annoy; warm, not fcorch us. And 
would we ftill permit them to remain at that fafe 
and wholfome dsftance, we fhould find none but 
benigne effects ; but fo importunate are the infti- 
gations of Curiofity, that no dounds will keep us 
from the Mount: We will needs break through 
into the thick darknefs, how dreadful -foever the 
thunders 
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_ thunders and lightnings are in the way. Like bold 
 Phaetons we defpife all benefits wherewith the Fa- 


. ther of light and us can courtus; unlefs we may 


guide his Charzot ; and we moralize the Fable as 


_ wellin the tragicalnefs of the event, as the info- 
lence of the undertaking ; this unhappy Curiofity 
. having not only ruin’d many of the snquifiters, but 


ina 


fet the whole world alfo in a conflagration. Nor 


, isthistemerity more fatal in its Succefs, than 
.  smpious in its Foundation: For befides that it is 


a direct invasion of Gods peculiar, and violation of 


_ hisCommand, it does evidently imply a dsfruff, 


. faculties himfelf has made, that he 


| either of his Wifdom or his Goodnefs; fuppo- 


{es him either fo ignorant of the rs of thofe- 

as affigned 
them unproportionable objects, and fo they muft 
have new work cut out for them by our felves ; or 
elfe prefumes his Eye ext! towards his own Crea- 
tures; thatas the Devil once fuggefted to our 


_ firft Parents, he fears the rivalry of poor mortals, 
and by an envious detention of fome parts of feli- 


city, like one that had been Bountiful only upon 
forprize and incogstancy, iliiberally retracts and 


. contradicts his original defign of making Man — 


completely happy. Nay, indeed this reprefents 
him unkind, not only to us bw created Images, — 
but even to that Eternal and exprefs image of his 
Perfon, the Son of bs bofom, who may well be 
thought to have been, as defpifed in bu Eyes, as 
he was once in ours, Efay 53.3. if he have fo 
cheaply expos’d him for their fakes, to whom he 
denies any of thofe intelleétual advantages, which 

Os * difference 
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difference them from Beafts. Thus wickedly cu- 
rious are we,that rather than converfe with wulgar 
ordinary things, we create prodigies, put new forms 
upon him that is unchangeable, rob devensty of 
its molt infeparable attribute, and not only 
difobeyGod, but reproachhim. And then ‘tis no 
wonder if that which affords fo little glery to 
God, hath nomore good-will for Men, and that 
which thus wars with Heaven, leave little peace 
on Earth. Indeed if we will be building our 
Babels, and thus aflault Ommnipotence, ’tis but juft 
we fhould have our danguage confounded, and that 
that knowledge for which we boldly attempt to ri- 
fle Gods cabinet, fhould like the Coal from the 
Altar, ferve only to embroil and confume the 
facrilegious invaders. Yet befides what is owing 
to divine vengeance in the cafe, the thing has in 
itfelf a proper, natural efficiency toward it; 
for when fo many men are engag’d in a bhind 
fearch, ’tisnotimaginable they fhould all s#um- 
éleupon the fame Notions, and fuppofing them 
to fall upon variety, ‘tis impoffible but mens fond 
overweening of their own conceits and petulant 
difdains of others, will improve that variety into 
Oppofition, and that oppofitson into fet and So- 
lemn Feuds. And God knows, the Church is: 
too effectively acquainted with this fatal grada- 
tion, and can experimentally atteft the arhbzppy 
propriety of this fort of Curiofity towards the en- 
gendring of difcord and confusion. — 

BUT befides this higher rank of things 
which God hath fet fo a above us, there are 
: others 
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others of an inferior fort,as much below us, which 
are concealed from us, not for their fublimity, 
but their ufefulneS; for as God on the. one hand 
remembers that we are but flefh, unable to bear 
the nearer approaches of divinity, and fotalks 
with us as once with Mofes througha cloud: So 
on the other he forgets not that be breathed inte 
us the breath of life, a vital active {pirit, whofe 
motions he expects fhould own the dignity of 
its original, and as it was itfelfan emanation of 
the Effential Goodnefs, fhould airn at only reat 
and folsd good, and not evaporate and exhauftits 
powers in mean and impertinent parfuits. And 
upon this {core alfo, he has found it neceffary 
to hide many things from us, not that they 
would dazxtes but mifemploy our Eye; not fwal- 
dow up our Underftanding, but divert our At- 
tention, from what is more important: Ofthig _ 
fort are thofe many thin serial fpeculations, the 
certain knowledge whereof would bring us no 
real advantage, make us atall the wifertoSal- 
vation ; yet fuch a value does our ingquifitive Na- 
ture {et upon every thing forits being sid, that 
as if our Life were bound up with thefe Secrets, 
and allour Felicity dwelt in the Shade of thefe 
recefless we purfue this fearch with indefatioa- 
ble induftry, ranfack all corners with as great 
diligence as the Woman for her loft piece of Sil-, 
ver, Luke 15.8. And as if this were indeed the 
treafure hid in the field, fell 2# that we have, lay 
out our whole felves upon the purchafe. Indeed 
he that fhall confider _ folemn la Saar sn 
re | there 
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- there are upon the flighteft, and inconfiderableft 
Subjects, with what Advertence and concem 
Queftions of this kind are bandied in the world, 
muft wonder how men ‘can at once be fo ferzous 
and fo trifling; or that thofe who can fay fo much, 
fhould not once ask themfelves to what pur- 
pofe they fay any thing. Yet what multitudes 
of men are there engag’d in fuch chafes as this? 
‘When alas, the quarry is not worth half the 
toil, could it be gotten: but what Solomon fays 
of the fluggard, Prov. 12.27. that he rofteth mot 
that which be took tn hunting, is true of the contra 
ry temper, thefe over-bufie fpsrits whofe labour is 
their only reward, they hunt a jhadow, and chafe 
the wind; and when they ftrein to.their utmoft 
{peed, there is {till the wonted Diftance be- 
tween them and their aims; all their eager pur- 
fuits bring them no acqueft; but after they 
‘have traverft fo much ground, traced all the 
mazes that learned Curiofity could contrive to 
perplex men, and f{tudied to the wearinefs of the 
flefb, if not to the quenching of the Spirit too,they 
are {till in the fame sgnorance from whence they 
. fet out, and ’twere well if they were alfo in the 
faine doubtfulnefS: But the unhappinefs: of it is, 
they acquire a confidence without any true ground 
ofit; and get fucha Knowledge as may puff up, 
but not edifie.. This was eminently exemplified 
’ in the Gnofficks of old, whofe vain Chimeras, and 
foolifh queftions, asthe Apoffle calls them, Tt. 3. 9. 
paft with them for fuch a faperlative wifdom, as 
gave them Infolence to difcriminate themfelves 

. , _ from 


. 
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. from others by that {welling Title, and monopo- 
. lizethe reputation of Science, which yet if we 
, will believe the great Doctor of the Gentiles, 
and he too brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, — 
the greateft Rabbis of the Fews, was feience 
_ falfly fo called. And God knows, they want 
/not fucceffors in this as well as in other » 
| particulars, men are fo poffeft with their own 
| Phancies. that they take them for Oracles, and 


_ think they fee vifions, and are arrived to fome 
_ Extraordinary revelations of Truth, when indeed 


they do but dream dreams, and amufe them- 
felves with the Phantaftick Ideas of a bufic ima- 
gination. Yet would they only pleafe them- 
ives in the delufion, the Phrenfie were more 
innocent; but like the prouder fort of Lunaticks, 
they will needs be Kings and Rulers, impofe their 


wild — for Laws upon others, and de- 
nounce War againft all that feceive them not: 


And this is that which makes the great combufti- 


on, andconfufion among us; for while one man 
Opines one way, another another, and each will 
obtrude his opinion on every body elfe; ’tis im- 
effible but the contefs fhould be fharp and end- 
lets: for each man labours under a double Im- 


’ 


jected, the other of having the quite contrary © 


impos’d on him; and though ’tis true the rec#- 


procalnefs of the Injary ought to allay thé di/- 
pleafure at it, yet men fo much more confider 
what they fuffer than what they do, that every one 


- Gries out aloud of that hard meafure, which him-. 


Z2 {elf 


atience, the ene of having his own notions re- 
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felf offers without tegret.. And between winds 
fo contrary and fo fierce, “tisno wonder if forms 
arife ; and in fuch Tempefs has Religion fo long 
been toffed, that it now needs the interpofition 
ofa divine Miraculous power, to keep it from fink- 
ing; foralas, thefe Sésrimijbes expire not with 
the firft Propugners of the Opinions; they’ per- 
haps began as jingle DueMers, but then they foon 
get their troops about them, ‘have their partifans 
and adettors, who fiot only enhance, but entail 
the feud to pofterity. And indeed this propa- 
tion of Strife, both in thefe tvsfling, and the 
ormer more profound {peculations, is the moft 
fatal circumftance of the whole Cafe: Wereit 
not for this, though we might have many Errors, 
we could have vo Seéfs. And if the Church 
might be fometimes wounded with the darts of 
Tingle Adverfaries, yet fhe could not be furroun- 
ded and befieg’d ‘with ‘combinations and confede- 
racies. Some ftragling Souldiers migtit prove 
renégadoes, but they would not revolt in troops 
and legions. We fhould not have fuch nume- 
rous Parties, who with the gredteft violation of 
Chriftian unity,dénominate thenifelves;not from 
the grand author and finifher of our Fasth; but 
from the firft brocher of their Idoliz'd opinions. In 
the mean time, *tisa fad coritémplation, that a 
little vain cavtofity fhould ‘weigh fo much, or 
- the Churches peace fo little with us: that we 
fhould facrifice'the one, ‘to ‘the -/atisfaétsor thall 
Ifay, or rather to the “whetting and inflaming of 
the other. ‘But ‘tis a yet‘ fadder, that this fhould 
~ oo chiefly 
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chiefly be done by thofe whofe learning enables, 


and, whofe profeffion fhould devote to the moft 
~ noble and moft profitable Studies; nay have the 


higheft obligations to correct thofe exorbitances - 
in others, which with fuch Art and labour they 
propagate andteach. How wounding a {pecta- 
cle is it to fee our greatelt Heroes like Hercu- . 
lesat the Dsftaffe, thus degeneroufly employed, 

and to find thofe who were by Chrift defign’d for . 
fibers of Men, thus entertain themfelves like ~ 


Children, with pscking up Shells and Pebbles onthe © 


fhore ; and which is yet more,unmanly wrangling 
about them too. Indeed at this rate, tis no 
wonder if they make the difciples Complaint, we 


have travelled all night and have taken nothing. 
This fare is fo little the way to win Sonls, that ~ 


he whofe bufinefs it is to deftroy them, can very 
contentedly refer them to this method; can 
gladly leave us all our nice and fubtle dz/qui/i- 
tions, uppathe very fame fcore that one of the 
Gethick Commanders adyifed the fparing of the 
Italian Schools and Libraries; Let us, fays he, 
leave them their Books, that whileft they amuf¢ 


— themfelves with fuch follies, we may fubdue them 


at our plegfure. It is the faying of the Wife-man, 
there ua mifdom that wultiplieth bitternefs;.and 
fare if there be a wifdom acquired by thefe cu- 
rious Enquiries, “tis of this fort, like the Know- 
ledge of Good and Eyjl attained by our firft 
Parents, which taught them to know the Good. 
Only by its /e/s, and the Eyil by its fmart. In- 
dced our tog high, and pen fpeculations 
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on the one hand, and our too trivial and unpro- 


fitable on the other ; are like the torrid and frz- 
gid Zone, the one confumes us with its heat, the 
other chils, and benumns us with its cold; that 
turns us to Cinders, this to Ice. Thefe little 


trifling Notions being too flight an exercife to . 


_ keep eat in our Chriftianity, which not only 
expreffes but maintains its life by {trong and vi- 
gorous Motions. And therefore, between thefe 
two intemperate, Gad has provided-us an habsta- 
ble Clime, 1 mean that middle rank of divine 
truths which tendto practice. Here he would 
have us dwell and converfe, fix our thoughts and 
ftudies: Nor need we fear that they are too 
dry a fubject for our contemplation. We fee 
as deep Speculators, as any now affume to be, 
found it far otherwife. David could entertain 
himfelf with the Medstation of God’s Law (not 
his hidden Decrees or counfels ) al the Day, Pfal. 
119.97. Nay it feems the Matter was fo copious 
and redundant, that it could not be confin’d with- 


in that narrow boundary of Time, but invaded the 


night alfo ; forced him to defaulk from his ref, 
to beftow on his meditations, I have thought of 
thy Name O Lord in the night feafon, and have kept 

thy Law, Verfe $5, Neither is ita vain expence of 
Time, which it thus tempts to, but gives the 
happieft improvement; lands at that harbour to 
which all rational ftudies tend, gives under- 


ftanding, Verfe 130. makes wife the fimple, Pfal. 


19.7. and this alfoin an eminent degree, fuch 
as {et him above his teachers, and his Elders 
Se alfo. 
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-alfo. Thou through thy commandments haft made 
me wifer than mine Enemies. I have more un- 
derfianding than my teachers, for thy teffimonies — 
ave my Study. I am wifer than the aged, becaufe 
I keep thy commandments, Pfal.. 119. 98, 99> 
100. Thefeare high and liberal Elogies of this 
divine. ftudy: and if any fhall feck to divert | 
-an unwelcome inference by faying that David 
{poke them only in pious. raptures, that they 
were the tranfport of his zea/, rather than the 
eftimate of his judgment ; we muft refolve the 
objector far removed from fuch religious ex- 
ceffes, and under the: contrary defect: yet the | 
caufe will fo well bear an appeal, that he may - 
be trufted to confult farther; let him advife 
with Solomon, whofe large defires and poffefii- 
ons too of wifdom, muft fuppofe him no ftran- 

erto its nature, andhe will tell him the. very 
fame, and that not in his devouter extafies, but 
in-his moft compos’d fedate temper, when he fo- 
lemnly feats himfelfin his School, reads Ethicks 
to his difciples, and profefles his defign of 
giving fubtity to the Simple, andto the young 
man knowledge and difcretion, Prov. ¥. 4. for if 
his whole book of Proverbs be f{canned, the fum 
of it will be found to be nothing elfe but an 
_ exhortation to the f{tudy of this practick Wif- 
dom. Nay when his own underftanding was im- — 
pores and advane’d by Experience alfo, when 
ehad not only degg’d, but bought wifdom, after 
he had given his Curiofity its full unbounded 
Range, compaffed the whole Univerfe, and exa- 

_ , . La -min’d 
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min’d not only in contemplation, bat by fenfitive 
experiment, whatever therein could pretend tobe © 
that good for the fons of Men, Eccl.2.3.we fand af- 
ter afl this bufie inqueft, he gives up his verds& in 
this form, Eeclef'12.13. Let us hear the end of the 
whole matter, Fear God and keep hu Command- 
ments, for this is the Whole Duty of Man: And 
now methinks fo folemn a decifion of the wifeft 
of Men, and hetoo infpir'd by the Omnifcient 
God, may be thought of weight enough to ac- 
quiefce in. Yet fince there are fome who love 
not to weigh in the balance of the Sanctuary, and 
that had rather receive Refponfes from Delphos 
than from between the Gherubims: Let fuch at 
leaft hear even the Heathen Qracle attefting So- 
crates to be the wifeft man, becaufe he directed 
his ftudies tothe moral part of Learning, which 
he did to fucha degree, as to difparage all thofe 
more /iry fpeculatzons, which better'd not mens 
anners, but were only atyov tigec, a'nosfe and 
clattereng of Words. And Pythagoras his School 
defines hilofophy, Cots avOpoatone xabagor xy TEAns- 
tute, the cheanfing and perfetling of humane lsfe, 
which two things are {aid to be done, . firft by Fer- 
tue, whofe bufinefs it isto remove say dyslelay tas 
water the inordination of our Paffions: Secondly, 
by Truth, which reftores 3a édes, the Image and 
pourtrazéture of God. And fince this is the joynt 
fuffrage both of Religion and Reafon,why fhould — 
thofe that pretend to.cither defie both, and vain- 
ly confume themfelves jn unprofitable fearches ? 
Why fhould men wander to feek deggary and 
7 —. ep tinefs, 
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- emptinefs, who may with far lefs labour be rich at 
home ? Alas, ‘tis not bere knowledge, how great 
or univerfal foever, that can ‘pom us of feb 
Were it poffible for us to have a window into 
Heaven, to feeall the Divine fecrets, yet that 
might be but like the Rich mans profpect into 
Abrahams bofom,while himfelf was in the ottom- 
lef pst. They are not only the grofsand :Hiterate 
Souls that muit feed thofe flames, the moft Aeria} 
and Sublimated are rather the more proper fuel 
for an immaterial Five, and the knowledge we 
carry thither, renderus the fitter company for 
him, who knew every thing but how to keep him- 
felfhappy. It was atonce the Obfervation and 
Wondec of Plutarch, that whereas God has fe- 
veral sncommunicable properties, as Power and Im- 
mortality, @&c.thefe all men. afpir’d to, in the 
mean time neglected that of Goodnefs, wherein. 
he was willing all men fhould fhare. -And fure 
there is now caufe of the famecomplaint, we 
would have Omnifcience and all parts of Divini- 
ty befides the holinefs, = alas, thofe without 
thefe would prove but fatal acquefts, and that 
approach towards being Geds, would only make 
us the more Devils. The only -advantagious as. 
- wellas poffible way of Affimilation with God is 
by purity, and the. means of that an Attentive — 
confideration of thofe Diwine revelatsons, which. 
are to regulate our practice; thefe at once dif. 
pence light and warmth, direét and reviye the 
Soul: And if men would not-exhale-wapaurs to — 
cloud and darken them, Eclipfe the it | 
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Truths by défficultses of their own creating, no 
man could mifs his way to Heaven for want of 
ight, and yet fo vain aré they as to think they ob- 
lige the world by involving it in darknefs, as if 
their eAi/fs fhould like that which Watered the 
new form'd Earth, Gen.2. 6. fupply the place of 
the dew of Heaven. Butcertainly to all fuch in. 
their profufeft liberalities, we need make no 
other Requeft than Diogenes did to Alexander, de- 
fire them only that they will not ftand between.us 
and the Sun, intercept its rays, and rob us of that 
which is infinitely better than any thing they can 
iveus. Were this but obtain’d, we fhould foon 
Fifcern the inconfiderablenefs of thofe things 
whofe effects have been fo fadly confiderable to 
Chriftendom ; thofe many Chimeras which -we 
wrangle and fight about, would in this Sun-fhine 
appear but eMotes that dance in the Air, ( though 
God knows as we manage them, they. are nA 
moft luxurious Revelsto the Prince that rales 
there.) Were but a St. Pauls doctrine through- 
ly imbib’d, our Curious Arts, segitef2 yeduuare, 
_ fuperfluous unconcerning Studies, would as it hap- 
pened, déts 19. be fupplanted; and our devotion 
if fufficiently accended, would as theirs, burn up 
innumerable dooks of this fort. And fure as this 
would be the greateff, fo it would be the moft ¢rs- 
umphant Bonfire Chriftendom ever faw, as being 
not only an indication, buta means of the ye 
growth, and prevailing of the Word of God, 
which our vain Curiofities ferve only to impede. 
and obftruct, while they do as mightily advance 
Aifentions & animofities amongft men. | CHAP. 
oo / 
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A Survey of the Caufes of Dipputes; Thirds 
Intereft. | , | | —_ 


UT befides thefe two, there is a third Fo- 
menter of divifions, which either for its © 
| activity or fuccefs muft not fubfcribe to ° 
' either ofthem, and that is Interef. This is the 
: great Idol to whichthe world bows: To this we 
' pay our devoutelt homage, give it not only our 
| knees, but our hearts; and as if the making us 
- rich were a fecond Creation, that could cancel all 
_ the obligations of the fir: We facrilegioufly en- 
- title our profit to all the Prerogatives of a Crea- 
tor, give itanabfolute unlimited dominion over 
us, allow it to prefcribe us all our meafures of 
goodand evil; to rule not only our Reafon but . 
our Paffions too, (aSoveraignty, alas, we would 
never yield to our God ) aa as if the grving us 
_daws were not Empire enough, we permit it to 
impofe Keligsons alfo; for fure they that obferve 
how great an influence it has in Church-affairs, — 
will conclude it governs more than the fecular 
part ofthe world. And indeed if'we look back, 
we fhall find ’tis no novel ufurpation, but though 
void of other Title, has the Prefcription of many 
ages. Divinity has long fince been: made the 
handmaid of Policy, and Religion’s modelled by 
| | ; convene) 
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conveniencies of State. The golden Calves be. 
came venerable desties, when they were found apt 
tofecure Feroboams Jealoufies: And Machiauils 
policy, that States fhould ferve themfelves of Reli- 
gion, was a common practice lon before "twas his 


Rule. Andthis Example of Communities his 
been tranfcrib’d by fingle Perfons. In the Old 
Teftament we find frequent mention of thof 
mercenary Prophets, that turn’d the office into. 
trade, divin’d for money, nay, fometimes for more 
contemptible hire, handfuls of Barley and pieces if 


_. Bread: Andin the New we fee the fame mative 
of Secular advantage had force enough to tuman . 


 Ecclefiafiick into a Laick, make Demas degrade 
himfelf, and defert his Miniftry,-and as it thus 
ftopt his mouth from preaching the Treth, {oit 
open’d thofe ef Others to divulge Errors. Such 
were thofe deccivers of whom St. Paul {peaks, 
Tit. 1.11. who fpake things they ought not far filth 
lucres fake. Sowhenthe fame Apoftle declaims 
the moft carneftly againft the love of = aug the 
root of all evsl, we find he fetches his proof of that 
Charge, from its having made men erre from th 
faith, 1 Tim. 6. 10. And "tis St. Peters predict- 
on, that the moft damnable Herefies, even the 
denysng of the Lord that bought them, fhould bei 
troduced by thofe, who through Covetouiadls 
fhould make merchandize of their Profeltes, 2 
Pet. 2. 4. and fure the event attelts the prefage (0 
have concern’d more than the Age immediate 
| mreean 4 there being none of the fubfequent 

which hath not in fome degree affifted its com 
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pletion; nor have we caufe to wonder here-at, 
fince ‘tis obvious to difcern the conjunction and 
dependence between Covetoufnefs and Herefie. 
For the Itching ears, the Apoftle {peaks of, being 
an Epidemick difeafe, give fair opportunity to 
every Mountebank to try his Experiments. When 
men naufeat O/d truths, becaufe they are ac- 


a with them, and embrace doctrines for 


the very fame reafon, they fhould reject them, 
even becaufe they are New : When they love no 


‘Teachers , but fuch asthus entertain them, and — 


are bountiful to none but fuch as they love ; there 


is little doubt, but there will be Mints enough fet’ 


on. werk, when the Gozsers can thus at once flamp 
new crintons for their Difciples, and Money for 
ther.sielves: And God knows. they are not a few - 
of our Divifions , that havé thence taken birrp, 
It will be necdlefs to ravel far into the Records 
of elder times , every mans memory will be able 
to fuggeft to him too many , ‘and too pertinent 
inftances. Upon which reflection twill be too — 
vifible, that much of fome mens late pretence to 
GodlinefS was but a real purfuit of Gain; and'the 
new light {erv'd to guide them to their neighbours 
‘Goffers: And — ly many of our Difputeshad _ 


‘been fuperfeded, had not the Authors forefeen, 


that though they loft the Queftion » they fhould 


ain what they more fought. A few eflays had 


ifcover'd how much the a were pleas'd 
as at once pratifi- 

their Pride , by cafting ill re- 
flections on the things or Perfons to whom = 
3 owed 
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owned a reverence; and the Aberal contributions 
*fuch Teachers met with, ferv’d ftill to invite 
more /abourers into that werk , where without the 
uneafinefs of a long Expectation, their very feed- 
time was their Harveft, and by fowing Tares, they 
immediately reaped Gold: And ’tis no wonder if 
fuch quick returns made them diligent at the trade, 
induftrious to provide thofe wares they faw they 
_ could put off fowell. And would to God we 
were fecure, that thu way of Traffick were yet at 
an end,for fo long as thefe fpsrstual Merchants can 
thus impofe on their credulous Chapmen, make 
them buy one mifchief with another, and exhauft 
their Efates to endanger their Souls, we mult not 
hope our diffentions will ever ceafe, our flames 
ever be extinct, that have fo much matter to feed 
_ them, and fuch importunate blafisto blow them 


up. 
. BUT covetoufne(s is of too unfatiable a nature 


- tobe contented with one way of fupply, ’tis like 


the Sea, that receives the Tribute of a Revers 
(though far unlike it in lending any back again) 
and therefore thofe who have refolv’d upon the 
thriving fort of Piety, haye feldomembarkt all 
their opes in one bottom, nor fodepended onthe 
bounty of their Profelytes, as to neglect other 
ways of preying forthemfelves. They wanted not 
providence to. forefee; how uncertain a revenue 
popular benevolence is: That the fame giddy and 
violent humour , which had opened their hands fo 
wide, might by working another way clofe them 
as faft; ox if their snclinations continued, their 

ab ahities 
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abilities might fail; (a thing very poffible to thofe, 
who have fuch fuckers) or ifboth thefe remain’d, 
yet that they were unlikely to grow in proportion 
to their own appetites, and therefore found it ne- 
ceffary to have fome other referve; and befides, 


this way of flattering their willing benefactors out - 


of part, contrived another of forceng their unwil- 


ling Neighbours out of all their poffeffions: So | 


making the fpoils of fome mens hone/fy a richer 
booty than that of others folly. Hence Shsboleths 
found out of Covenants and Engagements,to give 
opportunity of deftroying a diffenting brother ; 
— by this Arta. fat benefice became crime and witnefS 
_ too againft its Iucumbent , and he was fure to be 


unorthedox, that was worth the plundering. Thus © 


~ alas, has the Altar of God been attended,or rather 
invaded by thofe whofe very approach was a guilt, 
that qualified them rather to lay hold on its horns, 


_ than pretend to its fervice; for fure that God, . 


who has declar’d he hates robbery for burnt offer- 
_ ing , cannot much affect Robbers for Priefs. But 

this isa Theme fo unpleafant, I delight not to en- 
large on it, and rather wifh that the memory of 
it were foextinct, that it might remain nowhere 
but in the penitential Litanies of the Offenders ; 
my defign in the prefent reflection is only to 
make it an evidence how much covetoufneS pro- 
motes our contentions , which fure is not more vi- 
fible anywhere than in this inftance : For where 
there is a defign of fupplanting, that neceffarily 
_ requires another of accufing; (even Fezabel her 

felF projects not to feize on Naboths Vineyard 


without ~ 


Cd 
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without a precedent Gharge) to cemply with 
which neceffity, not only the dives and converfa- 
tions , but the dodfrines and epimions of our moft 
eminent Divines have been ftrangely mifrepre- 
- fented, and when that proved not fence —— to 


_ the reputation of their Oppreffors, they have 


thought fit to change the Scene , and to combate 
 thofe opinions in their tre fhape, upon which they 
could not fo well faften their difguife. 1 fhall not 
here need to fay with how ie. , or how little 
pretext of reafon they managed thofe Difputes: 
*Tis enough to my purpofe that fuch Difputes 
there were, and thofe founded in the defire of ac- 
quiring fecular advantages, which fufficiently at- 


tefts Intereff to be a potent Abettor of our quar- | 


rels. | 
BUT God knows that is a truth of which the 
world affords fo many proofs, that we need not 
eonfine our felves to this little Angle of it, or owe 
our convittions only to our demeftick tranfattions ; 
if we look abroad we fhall find it too often’exem- 
plified. The memorable difturbance given to the 
- Church, aswellas State of German by the dnz- 
baptifis, isa pregnant inftance; whofe new tnt. 
on was butan expedient ‘ef invefting themfelves 
in new poffeffions, and their fecond Baptifm but the 
Solemnity of efpoufing , not only the fle/, but 
the werdd alfo, which they had renounced in the 


‘ ee D would God they had been the only Set 
of Men, whofe doéfrines were fubfervient to their 
snterefts ; for fach tumultuous and Plebesan pro- 
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fects ,theugh like a /and-floud they make great {poil 
at the prefent, yet foon fink again. Such avow- | 
ed and exceffive greedinefS devours itfelf, and 
the sn/fruments by which it wrought: fo that the 
defeat of the fecular Defign, is commonly the 
routing thofe Opinions, which were formed for 


' the promoting it. But when the fame defire.nas 
- the advantage of a fober guidance; when fva-_ 


rice puts onthe Canonical habit, and twilts icfelf 
not only with the praétice of Men, but the do- 
&rines ofthe Church; when articles of Religion 


- fhall be eftimated by their profitablene/s, and ic- 


clefiafticks difpute, as Lay-men fight for Money ; 
then alas, the mifcheef feems fatal, the difeazfe fo 


. fixt and radicated, as at once difcourages, and 


mocks the attempts of cure. | | 
THAT this is the cafe not only ina part:- 


| cular and ica Church, but that which af- 


fumes to be the Univerfal and Catholick is too 


' apparent. The one Pofition of the Popes right 


to difpofe Kingdoms, out-ftrips all other prin- 


ciples of rapine: this is to drive a whole-fale 


trade, when all other petty Merchants deal but 
for parcels: which asit is a much bolder, fo is 


: itamore prejudicial attempt than the invacing 
> of private pofleffions, and thefe Duo gladii. the 


‘ double armature of S. Peter, a more deftructive 


Engin, thanthetumultuary weapon {natcht up 
by a Fanatick: but fure S. Peter’s ford though 

once rafhly managed by himfelf, was never de- 
fign’d to arm his fucceffors to invade Kingdoms: 
This property of it feems rather to have been de- 
| Aa rived 
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rived from the Praetorian fouldsers, who infolently 
aflumed the difpofing of the Empire, wherein 
they atthe Jaft arrived to that zmpudence, that 
after the Death of Pertinax they made open port 
ae fale Of it, aleyxeas 0 atinas, eomee x TOY ISud]sKas newnalan, 
in 2bafe and fordid manner, as if it had been of com- 
_mon marketable wares: Icannot fay the Court of 
Rome tranfcribes that indecent. owning of the 
traffick; but it has in other inftances fo well at- 
tefted its good managery, that ’tis not very cre- 
dible, that Crowns and Scepters are conferred 
gratis, Andtothw foadvantagcous a Doétrine 
others bear proportion: Thofe of Purgatory, In- 
dulgences, and Supererogation,are ready inftances, 
wherein the Affertors themfelves feem to be una- 
nimous in nothing but in a joynt reference to 
profit; for when they come to minute definiti- 
_ ons they vary and difagree ; fatisfie one another, 
- as little as their common Antagonists : and there- 
fore in the Council of Trent they prudently chofe 


_in their decrees to propofe the bare Articles.backt : 


by the Authority of the Church, and Anathemas 
of the Council, as having by precedent dicuff- 


ons of the points in their congregations difcern’d 


the {mall accord that was among themfelves, 
when they defcended to particulars. And indeed 
the Opinzons were fo various as.to the grounds of 
the Doctrines, that one would wonder how from 
fo differing premiffes, they fhould all infer the 
fame conclufion; were it not thatthe confbiration 
_ of Intereft was too potent for the diverfity of 
Judgment. And fure ’twas a ftrange deference 


was 
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was given to it, when in the matter of Indul- 


gences, there was ( by the Teftimony oftheir own _ 


Writers ) four different Opinions, and yet all Gz- 
tholick: which moderation towards Speculative 
diffenters, compar’d with the great feverity 
again{ft thofe that oppofed its Praétice, {peaks 
loud enough that the Orthodoxy of the point lay 
wholly in the Profitablenef§; and that Luther 
himfelf had been no Heretick, had he bufied him- 
felf only in fuch difquifitions, as impeded not 
the gain of that Do¢trine. Nor is this meerly 
— furmife and conjecture, for if we confult the 
_ memorials of thofe tranfactions, we fhall find thy 
_ was the thing that moft alarm’d Rome, put that 
— Court in almoftas great a commotion, as the birth 
of Chrift did Herods:and accordingly in their pri- 
_ vate confults, the clofer cabals of the Colledge ; 
. the fecuring this part of their invaded treafure — 
- was the grand deliberation,upon which account it 
_ was, that when 4drian fhewed fome Inclination 
. to the reforming abufes both in this and other — 
; inftances, one ofhis Cardinals who better knew 
. theentrigues of affairs, admonifht him againft 
. that unskilful piece of Ingenuity, not only from 
; the Example of his Predeceffors, who were refo- © 
: lute never to confefs Faults by mending them, but 
| by reprefenting to him, “That no reformation 
“could be made, which would not notably di- 
+ “minifhthe rents of the Ghurch, which having 
: “four foundations, the one Temporal, the other 
: “three Spiritual, Indulgences, Difpenfations, 
s “and Collations of Benefices; no one of them, 
7 Aa2 — — “could 
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«¢couldbe {topped but that one quarter of the 
‘¢ revenues would be cut off. What a refem- 
blance this advice carries to the oration of Deme- 
trius to his fellowcrafts-men, Aéts 19.25. Ineed 
not ftand to denionftrate, but while fuch confi- 
derations as this, bear {way in Church matters, 
where Profit fhall be the Touch-/fone both for faith 
and mamners, we are not to wonder if no gainful 
Tenet be depofited; or Peace bought with that 
which in moft mens efteem is of far more ya- 
lue. 7 : | 
AND thisis it which ominates, fadly as to 
our divifions with the Romaniffs, were our dif- 
ferences meerly the product of Heat and Paffion, 
they would like the fmaller clefts in the ground, 
- want nothing but a cooler feafon to cement and 
clofe them: but when they are thus form’d into 
anintereft, becomethe Defign not of fmgle per- 
fons or ages, but of corporations and fucceffions; 





the Breach feems like the feiffures and ruptures of — : 


an Icarthquake, and threatens to fwallow all 
that attempt to clofe it, and referves its cure on- 
ly for omnipotence. Indeed till /psritual and fe- 
cular Concerns be reduced into their proper 
ranks, which are now mixt and confounded, the 
better to difguife the prepofterous fubordination 
of the nobler to the inferior; till we have for- 
— the unhappy Chyms/fry of turning 24, even 
eligton itfelf into Gold, we muft never hope 
to get out of the Furnace; our flames will ftill 
grow fiercer, and with this unnatural effect to 
confume not the Drofs, ‘but the purer Metal. In 
| | . a 


Chan.1s. Thirdly, Interef. — 36% 
aword, till men can fever themfelves from their 
Avarice and mean purfuits of gain, they will ne- 
ver ceafe to feparate from their brethren. Foras 
the molt foveraign Balfoms cannot cure a hurt . 
while the avrow remains in the Acfh: fo neither 
can the mokt pacifick Remedies at-all avail, fo long 
asthe fame worldly dims, which made the wound, 

| ftill hick in it. as a 
BUT inthe mean time ’tis a eMelancholick 
confideration that Chriftianity fhould be by its 
Profeffors thus unworthily proitituted ; thatthe 
many variousand oppofite Religions, tor which 
we feverally pretend fo much zeal, fhould be but 
divers ways tothe fame irreligious ind; where- 
in our Elders feemto refemble thofe in the Sto- _ 
ry of Sufanna, who when they meant to part 

witheach other, yet did unawares mect by the 
impulfe of the fame Luft. We find it moved the 
patience even of the Lamb of God, to fee this Fa- 
thers boufe made a houfe of merchandize, though 
the Traffick was for the furnifhing of Sacrifices: 
| with what abhorrence muft we tnink does he now 
behold thofe, who drive fo much a worfe trade 
init: who fell not accommodations for worfhip, 
but the woerfhep itfelf to accommodate their in- 
tereffs, and do not only make Gain im the Tem- 
‘ple, butofit. Athing. the facrilegious Rapine | 
of our days has made literally true, where be- 
fides the revenues, the-very fabrick and materials 
of Churches, have been marketable wave: Fu- 
das’s good husbandry has been taken up, and ad 
quid Berditio hec? putas the common eMotto 
, : Aa 2 , 7 - | upon 
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upon every thing that could be fold for more, nay 
- fometime for lefs than’ Three hundred pence. And 
as Dionyfius took away the golden beard from 
efculapius, to rectifie the indecency of the 
Sons having a beard when the Father had none: 
and Fulian robb’d the Chriftian altars with this 
impious Sarcafm, Gy wolols oxevtcsy UmncsTHTal 6 Mapias 
vos; that twas unfit the Son of Mary fhould be ferv'd 
in Plate. So domen now a-days make themfelves 
regulators of holy things, correct the indecorums 
of the Sanctuary,that they may rifle its trea/ures. 
Thus do we fee the Apoftles affirmation fadly 
verified, that thofe who will be rich fak into Tempta- 
tion, and a fnave, 1 Tim.6.9. Suchis the gree- 
dinefs of a covetous appetite, that it {wailows in- 
difcriminately whatever looks like prize, and 
rather than it want its prey, God Himfelf fhall 
be robb’d. Nay, ’twere to be wifht in this in- 
{tance, that That were all; but alas, he is mock 
too, ufed not only unjufty, but contumelsoufly ; 
we thus make him a property to our fordid de- 
figns, and when he has profeft that he will not be 
{erv'dtogether with Mammon, we attempt that 
which is yet far more blafphemous, and make 
him pay fervice to him with whom he difdains to 
fhare it when paid by others. | 
N EITHER is Covetoufnefs the only Vice 
that ferves its intereft upon Religion: but as’tis 
made a faéfor for that, fois ita ar and ds{guife 
formany other. Of this the Gatalogues of pri- 
mitive Hereticks give fufficient witnefs; divers 
whercof as the Nicolaitans, Cerinthians, Garpocra- 
: | ‘bans, 
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trans,and Gnofticks {eem to have conftituted di- 
ftinct fects in Ghriffianity, only that they might 
introduce the moft beftial parts of Heatheni/m, 
and pretended an affociation in Religion, whenin- | 
deed it was in Ju? How far fome of our modern: 
Sects refemble them in this Particular, I will 
not undertake to pronounce: though there want 
not thofe who make fevere, and not improbable 
Conjectures concerning it. But whether that be 
the main defign or no; ‘tis certain borh that 
wickednefs, and many other find great fhelter 
among them. He that brings refolutzon to up- 
hold a Faction fhall not mifs of Fintertainment, 
how many or how great vices foever he brings 
with it; and he that is of a godly party, fhall in 
fpight of the loudeft Guilts be a godly man. So 
meritorious a thing is it in fome mens account to | 
be faétious, that st. covers the multitude of fins: 
hence it is that Criminals fo frequently fly to © 
new Churches for Sanctuary: and ’twill {till be 
the concern of fuch to have fo creditable a Re- 
fuge; andtherefore we are not to wonder if tha 
Intere{t combine with the former in promoting 
our Diffentions. | | 

BUT alas, as it advances thofe, fo does it 
our guzlt too, that have more than one vile End to — 
which we accommodate our Piety: and ftillim- . 
plies the greater affront toour God, by howma- 
ny the more and bafer intereffs we fhroud under 
his Patronage. Alas, is itnot enough, as Fob 
{peaks, to bide our iniquities in our own bofoms, but 
muft we wrap them in the Veil of the. Sanéluary ? 


At4 © We 
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‘We read that Goats once lent a covering for the 
Tabernacle; but here by an impious Inverfion, 
the Tabernacle mult lend a covering to the Goats: 
_ The moft beftial appetites be both concealed and 
prefery’d under the Shadow of Religion. Pin. 
tarch tells us that when Marcellus would have 
confecrated a Temple joyntly to Honour and 
Vertue, the Prieffs refilted it, faying, Iwo Gods 
dwelt not in one Church: and if their vain deities 
exacted fuch a folemnity of Refpect, and would 
not be Inmates to one another, can we think the 
true God will be content to be made fo to all 
our wileft lufis? This is fure the higheft Con- 
tumely tothe divine Majefty; and never could 
- the abomination of defolation more properly be 

faid to ftandin the holy place than in thy fenfe: 
for as the natures of thefe Guilts are fitly expreft 
by abomination, fois the effect of them by defola- 
tion; they having brought the moft fatal mif- 
chiefs on the Church. | 

AND now would God all that are concern’d 
in this guilt, would foberly ponder the weight of 
it. There are tro things a which God has ex- 
preft himfelf peculiarly Tender, his honour and 
his Church; this isthe invading himin both; the 
expofing the one to Reproach and Contempt, and 
the other to Ruineand Deftruction ; and doubt- 
lefs were there nothing of the former, this /ater 
alone muft be fadly accounted for. Jt remains 
yet a Character of infamy upon Achan, that he 
troubled I/rael to enrich himfelf: and on Balaam 
that he not only loved the wages of iniquity, but 
| Oo Z enfnared 
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enfnared the people in uncleannefs: and furethe 
fame with many aggravations belongs to thofe, 
who by the like unworthy practice, have not on- 
ly rendred the Church a prey to foreigners, but 
made it fo tostfelf; engag’d one part of it againft 


another, till the whole is fo wafted, that our 


Religion feems now nearer extinction, than our 
quarrels about it. | 








CHAP. XVI” 


A Survey of the Caufes of Difgutes; Fourthly, 
. Paffion. i. * 


FOURTH grand contributer to our 
-diffentions is Paffion, which being by 
A God and nature placed in a fubferviency 
td reafon, when it quits its proper Station and 
affumes ‘empire, it miuft needs diforder and fub-. 
vert not only the State of the Mind, but of eve-. 
ry thing upon which ‘it has an Influence. 1 fhall 
hot here attempt any Phslofophical difcourfe ci- 
ther of their nature or number; all that concerns 
the prefent enquiry falls under one of thefe two, 
our/ove, orour hate; atid is either KindnefSand | 





. Prepoffeffion, ‘or Spight and Prejudice : For the 


jirft of thefe ’tis a thing which commnron excpers- 
ence attelts to be a moft forcible:corrupter of — 


the underfkinding, which being by native right 
3 8 by 5 


diicw’d a Fudge, is ‘by this interrupted in its 
ate eae” 


ae 
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office, not permitted to make thofe impartial En- 
quiries, on which a right fentence fhould be found- 
ed: But (as it fares fometimes with Magiftrates 
in Popular infurrections ) forced tq give counte- 
nance to its own violation, to own not its proper 
native dictates, but fuch as are prefented toit, 
by the prejudicate Phancy. And. asit thus lays 
reftraint upon the fuperior part of the Mind, keeps 
the underftanding in fetters, fo ( to complete the 
inverfion ) ittakes off all ties from the inferior: 
Gives not only licence, but incitatior to the other 
Paffionstotake their free{t range, to act with 
the utmoft impetuofity. And fure there can no- 
thing more be requir’d, to render it a moft apt ix- 
fframent of Tumult and Confufion. For when 


' every opinion that is taken up, fhall inftead of 


reafon and argument; arm itfelf with heat and vio- 
lence, there canbe no end of contending. And 
the truth of this is, God knows, too fadly difcer- 
nible in our Chsrch-controverfies, which derive a 
great deal of their warmth and bitternefs from this 
Fountain. | | | 

OF this prepoffeffion there are two Sorts, 
the ene relating to Doétrine, the other to Per- 
fons; by the firft I mean not a fober conftancy ta 
thofe principles which being firftimbibed by edy- 
cation, are afterwards retain’d upon Fudgment, 
butan eayer tenacity of Opinions, not fo much 
upon Truth or Evidence, as upona confus’d irra- 
tional kindnefs; a Platonick love of {ome Do- 


- &trines meerly for themfelves, and then making 


them the Standards, by which all others are to be 
eg fncafured 3 
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meafured: And this kind of Prepoffeffion is no 
Stranger in the world; there being multitudes of 
men, who affert opinions with alt imaginable ve- 
hemence, who can give no better ground of it, 
but becaufe they like them: And as the wifer fort | 
chufe a-.Tenet, becaufe ’tis right, fo thefe con- 
clude ’tis right, becaufe they have chofen it. And 
having thus enamour’d themfelves of their Helena, 
they expect all fhould adore, nor can he fcape 
the note of Profanenefs that refufes. By this ab- 
{urd partiality it is, that fome doétrimes, which 
would themfelves ill abide the Tef, are become 
the Touch-ffone both of Doctrines and Men, and 
no Opinion or Perfon fanctified which bears not 
this imprefs. Ineed not ftand to give inftances, 
either of the Doéfrines or the unhappy influence 
this ef{poufing of them has had on our diffentions; 
but indeed this kind of Prepoffeffion is oftentimes 


| - the confequest of another; andthis great venera- 


tion of f{ome Opinions is founded in the reverence 
oftheir Authors. Men take up a confidence of 
the learning or fanétity of a Perfon, and then all 
his notions are received implicitly, {triétly embra- 
ced, but not fo much as flightly examin‘d ; 
and this admiration of mens Perfons, has inall 
ages been of huge mifchief to the Church, has 
nurft up private Phancies into.folemn publick Er- 
rors, and given an unhappy perpetuity to many 
| Heterodox opinions, which would elfe have expi- 
red with their firft Propugners. -This feems to 
have been forefeen by St. Paul, when he fo ear- 
neve:y exhorts the Gorimthiavs againft the — 
oe bing 
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bing their Fasth to their feveral refpective Teach- 
ers: But fure Iam, “twas fadly experimented 
by the fucceeding Chriftians, who owedmany of 
their d:vifions toit. A pregnant inftance hereof 
was the MiNennium, which in {pight of its impro- 
bability prevail’d /ong, and almoft un:verfally 
againft the Truth upon the ftrength of Authorsty. 
Papias a holy man and Scholar of St. Fobn,having 
delivered it, the effeem of his Perfon canoniz’d his 
miftake, and men chofe rather to admit a doétrine, 
whofe unagrecablenefs to the Gofpel-Oeconomy 
rendred it fufpicious,than think an Apoffolick man 
could feduce them. - And the force of this is yet 
more confiderable, when ’tis remembred that it 
found Profelytes, not only among the Vulgar, who 
are commonly flexible to any new Impreffion, 
but among thofe of 'a higher rank, men that were 
bights in cle generation: Fujtin Martyr and Ive- 
news having own’d the Opinion, and intimated it 
to have been received by many others no lefs Or- 
thodox; and if fuchafeduction could prevail, fo 
early in thofe purer times, before mens interefts 
or {pleen were adopted into their Religion, and 
begot voluntary errors, ifI fay the meer reputats- 
on ofa Teacher, was then fingly fo operative; we 
cannot wonder at its efficacy in conjunction with 
thofe auxiliaries, which worfer times have 
brought in. What concurrence of thofe there 
wasinthe feveral Herefies, which after infefted 
the Church, I fhall not now examine, but ‘tis vi- 
fible that many of them grew confiderable,chiefly 
from the fame of thei Authors ; thusTatiarus up- 
, | « on 
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on the credit of being Fuffin Martyr’s difciple, 
had an advantage to difleminate his egrors, and 
not only his, but thofe of Origen, Apollinar and 
Novatus, gain’d abettors from the reputed Ortho- 
doxy of the Perfons that propos’d them, who ha- 
ving afferted the Faith in fome points, were qua- 


lified the more profperoufly to oppofe it in others. 


NOR has it been only the mifhap of elder 
times to have felt the mifchiefs of fuch prepoflef- 


. fion; the difeafe has {till advanced, and every day 
‘ improved in worfe effeéf, by how much men have 


more degenerated from primstive integrity;fo that _ 
the eafie Profelyte is now in danger, not only from 
the biindne(s, but the treachery of his guide, and 


“is often led out of the common road, as thieves 
draw paffengers into by-ways for the better oppor- ' 


tunity of robbing them: But ’tis not my prefent 
bufinefs to fend Hue and cry after them, toexa- 
mine what the intentions of thofe /eaders are,who 
mifguide their tractable admiring followers ; ’tis 
enough for my purpofe to obferve, that thofe 

who fo deliver up themfelves in a blind affent to 
the dictates of any man, arein his power to be 
abufed by him if he pleafes: I fhall leave it to 
others, to eftimate the proébility that they fhall 
not be actually fo: But certainly this may 4 faid, 
that thefe /ater ages have beyond all the former gi- 
venOpportunities of feducing to any that will ufe 
them. The one eftablifht Doctrine of infallibi- 
lity among the Romanifts is eminent for its propri- 


ety that way, while urder pretence of fubmiffion 


to fomething they eal! Infalible, ’tis evident — 
= s : : the 


370 Of the Gaufes of Difputes; Ehap.16. 


the faith of the ignorant Vulgar refolves itfelf 
into that which they sie: moft fallible ; 
the Doctrine of their immediate Teachers. But 
indeed take it at the beft, fuch a per/wafion is not 
only an error in itfelf, and an wt ber ong for 
innumerable others, but it neceflarily renders 
them incorrigible ; the leaft retractation of a mi- 


_  ftake being fo inconfiftent with the claim of snfal- 


bsbility, that while they retain the one, they muft 
never attempt the other, nor can they ceafeto 
Erre, till they confefs it poflible they may do fo. 
How much more than poffible that has been, the 


many Innovations of that Church fufficiently - 


witnefs ; and confequently the danger of prefu- 
ming upon the unerrablenefs of a guide. But 
would all that upbrazd it there,were themfelves /e- 
_cure fromit, and that many did not in their pra- 
ctice tranfcribe that decried dotivine, and that 
too with the improvement of worfe circumftances. 
IT muft call them worfe, by how much the probad:- 
Jities of Exring are greater under the extempora- 
ry conduct ofa Private perfon, than the fixt rules 
ofa community, and by how much again the vo- 
luntary enflaving my felf is more excufelefs,than 
_ that which the principles of my Profeffion, and 
- confequently a feeming obligation of Confcience 
expofesmeto. And as tothe matter of Fact, I 
think ’tis evident enough, that the admiration of 
mens Perfons is a breading difeafe that has over- 
run Chriftendom, and though a great part of it 
inveigh againft smplscite faithyyet i it be through- 
~ ly {canned, ’twill appear “tis rather the objec? _— 
| the 
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the 2é we differ about. He that vehemently op- 

pofes that homage tothe Conclave, will yet tame- 
ly pay it to a Claffis : and he that refufes it there, 
yields it tothe Votes of a Congregational Church ; 
or ifhe hold out againft that too, yet chufes to 
himfelf fome private Teacher on which to caftit: 
Like Micah, Fudg.16. Makes him aTevaphim and 
aPrieft too, for hs private ufe; and then confi- . 
dently confults his Oracle, and has nothing todo 
but believe its refponfes. Nay, that which makes 

the matter yet more fadly ridiculous, isthatthe — 
very Oppofition to one Ufurpation makes them 
deliver themfelves up to znother. How many, | 
when they have heard a Preacher rail fiercely at 
the Pope, have prefently made him theirs, and. 
fuppofing that Zeal an indication of a fafe guide, 


| - havegiven him as abfolute a rule of their Confci- 


ences, as that he exclaim’d againft (perhaps En-  - 
vied ) elfewhere: Ard che like inftances might be 

given among our other diffénting parties. And 
this has taught fome Seducers a lucky artifice, 


made them obferve to what opinions their Profe- | 


lytes had the greateft averfion, and by comply- 
ing with their anger fo {teal away their love, that 
they might after lead them to what they pleas’d, 
yea, perhaps to that which they fo much detef- . 


ed: For there want not examples of fome, who 


have by back ways been brought to thofe Opini- 
ons, which at firft they moft defied. What have 
been the attempts or fucce(S of the Emiffaries of 
Rome this way, I fhall not pronounce, though | 
fome (not improbably ) fpeak them great. 

| a _ FROM 
( 


3972 ° Of the Caufes of Difputes; Chap.16. 
F ROM this blind and paffionate efeem of {e- 
veral Teachers have owed many peraictous confe- 
_ quents, particularly thofe diftinct Appellations, 
. which form differences into Seé#s, many of which 
- exprefly own thw original, by bearing the names 
of their fir# Authors. Imight here put them in 
mind, that they are sHegstimate perfons; whom 
our Law directs to write with an shas, and ask 
them, whether the Church from their fuperinduced 
name, bas not caufe foto repute them. But Iam . 
fure I may with the utmoft. ferioufnefs fay, that 
this praéitce isto the great violation of Chriftian 
unity, and reproach of Chriftian profeffion, 
_ which feems to be abandon’dand difown’d by us, 
. who inftead of denominating our felves from the 
Author and finifher of our Faith, find out sew Pa- 
trons, as if we were afham’d of our firf Relation, 
Alas, how is thetitle of Chriftian, which was fo 
glorious to the Primstive owners, that they gladly 
bought the occafion of boafting it with Torments 
and Death, become fo defPicable to us, that every 
the obfcureft name is courted to fupplant it. 
Have any of our Idolized readers bought their In- 
' tereftin us fo dearas Chriff has done, why then 
are we rather ambitious to be accounted their de- 
pendants than bu? “Tis the <Apoffles own argu- 
ment, 1 Cor. 1.13. when he refutes their factious 
entitling themfelves to Paul and Apollo, &c. by 
asking them if Paul were crucified for them: And 
indeed he there fays fo much upon this point,that 
I need only refer the Reader thither to learn, ei- 
_ ther the wnveafonablenefs of this Schifmatical zeal 





for 


for our feveral Teachers, or the inevitable conten- 
tions and animofities which {pring from it; only 
let me obferve, that every of his Arguments are 
more preffing upon us, than on the Corsnthsans ; 
thofe taken trom the unreafonablenefs fure are, 


by hew much the names we fo adore are lefs vene- 


rable than thofe of Paul and Gephas or Apollo, and 
thofe from the confequencies are fo alfo. For 
thofe Teachers were induftrious to prevent, 


whereas ours commonly are no lefs bufie to pro- 


mote contentions on their behalf, and fo we are 


- more afcertain’d never to want them. 


BUT befides this kinder prepoffeffion towards 


_ fome mens perfons, there is another ofa different — 


nature, a finifferone. I mean prejudice and dif- 
gufé;_andthy has done no lefsharmin Ecclefia- - 


' ftical affairs than the former. Mentake up piques 


and difpleafures at others, and then every opinion 


of the difliked perfon muft partake of his fate, and 
’ beengaged in the quarrel: Nor will thofe that are 
' enemies ever allow one another the honour of be-. 
' ingin the right: Nay, fome have been fo per- 


verflly malicious, that they have given up their 


' under ffandings to their fpleen, forfaken an Opini- . 
‘* On themfelves approved, only that they might 
' find matter of conteft with one they maligned. A. 


q 
’ 


memorable inftance of this Socrates gives in his 
Ecel. Hifé. in Theophilus Bifhop of Alexandria, 
who having formerly attefted the Orthodox be- — 
lief; that God was incorporeal; yet upon a fud- 
en indignation againf{t Diofcorus & his brethren, 
Who maintain’d the Tenet, he embraced the con- 
| trary 


_ @Miletius upona 


pe 


trary Herefie of the Anthropomorphites, that fo un- 
~— der the Colour of a difference in faith, he might 
the more advantageoufly purfue his malice ; & the 
Effects.of it were very Tragical, not only to pri- 
vate perfons in Tumult and Bloud-fhed, but to the 
Church by reviving that Error, which was before 





near expiring, and might as Socrates affirms, 


have lainin the duft, had it not been thus awa- 
ken’d. Andindeed in Church-ftory fcarce any 


thing occurs more frequently than examples of — : 


thofe, whoupon private grudges have either: be- 
gun or fomented Herefies and Schifms. Thus 
MMarcion being denied the Communion of the Ro- 
man Church, having before by a fcandalous crime 
been cut off from his own, he reveng’d himfelf by 
publifhing his woe doétvine: In like manner 
difpleafure at Peter Bifhop of 
Alexandria, firft feparated from the Church, and 
after took part with the Arians: So alfo Lucifer 
incenfed at Eufebsus for not approving of his 
Electing Paulus to the See of Antioch, broke 
Communion, and gave both rife and denominati- 
on toa new Seé?. The like is faid of Apotinarn, 
that he was excited tothe broaching his Herefie 
by his impatience of the Excommunication in- 
flicted on him and his Father, by Theodotus Bi- 
fhop of Laodicea ; and feveral others might be gi- 
ven to the fame purpofe, out of the Records of 
thofe firft Ages. , 
AND certainly the World feems not to have 
_ fo much improved in meeknefs fince, as that we 
fhould think the fame principle is not ftill as 
_4 | achive, 
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aélive; andifthe Task were not more envious 
than hard, many recent inftances might be given 
to Parallel the former, efpecially of fuch as ha- 
ving juftly {marted under the ftroke of Ecclefiafts- 
cal difcipline, have fought to naa themfelves 
both on st and the inflséters, by Factions and Tu- 
mults ; fo making the publick at once.cloak the 
Infamy, andbear the charge of their particular 
rancors. But this is a Subject neither grateful nor 
necef{ary to be more diftincétly fpokento. One 
may however in the general fay, that where thefe 
private Animofities are any thing violent, they 
ufually beat down all Confideration of publick 
good. H:ftortans obf{erve of Themi/foctes, that he 
always thwarted the Counfels of Ariftides, not 


that he thoughe it the Intereit of the Commen- 


wealth, but bs own, to keep down the growing re- 
putation of his Competitor: And I fear that envi- 
ous artifice has been too oftentranfcrib’d, as well 
in Ecclefiaftsck, asin Givs/ Tranfactions: No de- | 
triment is thought fo formidable to a malicious — 
mind, as the profperity of his Adverfary; and pub- 
lick Ruptures shall {till be allowed to widen, till 
they {wallow up the whole, rather than he will 
clofe with his Antagonift. ‘The Hiftory of the 
Scottifh Church gives an appofite Example of this, 
in a ruling Pubes who being by King Fames 
advis'd with about the readmitting Marquefs 
Huntley, and preft with the prefent exigencies of 
Church and State, which requir’d it, gave his fi- 
ndl anfwer in thefe terms. Well Sir, I fee you re-— 


, folve to take Huntley in favour, if you do, I will op- 
| | Bb | | 
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pofe st, chufe whether you will bofe him or me, for 
both you cannot have. Some may think the greateft 

ropriety of this inftance lies to fhew the zn/o- 
hae of that Tribe towards Majeffy ; but however 
*tis not impertinent to the matter in hand alfo; 
and fhews how light the greateft publick concerns 
are, when malice is the counterpoize: And indeed 
the Naturalis experiment, that flame will not 
-mingle with flame, never juftifies itfelf better 
than when applied to minds thus accended, which 
however they may meet in mutual flafhes, can 
“never unite and incorporate: The fadnefs of it is, 
that they fhould only confpire to common vafta- 
sion, and make the Church itfelf a burnt-offer- 
sng. 

oT HUS fatal have our feveral forts of prepof- 
{effions been to our Religion, foras if that were 
the common Enemy, our moft diftant contrary 
Affections, our Jove and our hate equally annoy 
it; thofe brutifh parts of us our Paffions, which 
like the Jeafts under the Law, were never to be 
brought into the Temple, but for facrifice, are 
now found there upon a far differing account, not 
to be flain, but ador'd; like the —ZAgyptian fis 
and Ofyrs, enfhrin’d to receive our Devotions, 
for that the Zeal we pretend elfewhere is really 
paid to them, is alas, toomanifeft. — 
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CHAP. XVIL 
A Survey of the Caufes of Difputes ; Eifthly, . 
~ Leal i 


“Som 


T O thefe feveral caufes of our diftractions 
_ we may add another, which though in its 
| original it may feem more innocent, yet is 
_ inits confequents no lefs pernicious, and thatisa 
 gmiftaken Zeal, whichas it is fire to all about it, 
_ fois it wind to itfelf, fans and irritates its own 
” flames, and by aconfidence that it does well, ga- ' 
_ thers ftill frefh vigour to do more. How great the 
_ force of fuch an Erroneous perfwafion is, we may — 
~ collect from our Saviours premonition to his Dif- | 
_ ciples, when he tells them, that thofe who kill'd 
them fhould think they did Ged fervice ; and if Mur- - 
_ der, andthat of Apoftles too, could by the eMaz- 
' gick of blind Zeéal be fo transform'd, we muft not 
' “wonder to find other Crimes fo too. And what 
Chrift thus foretold was after eminently exempli- 
fied in St. Paul, whom the Holy Writ reprefents ~ 
under all the Phrafes that may denote a virulent. 
' perfecutor, as breathing out threatnings and 
slaughter, making havock of the Church, and in 
his own words, Perfecuting that way unto the 
Death, and being exceedingly mad againft them ; 
and all this he Fid being Zealous towards God, 
and out of a perfwafion that he ought to do many 
things contrary tothe nameof Fefus, as we find © 
a | Bb3 | in 
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in his Apology to his countrey-men. and King 
JAarippa, Als 22. 2. & 26. 9. 

"AN D of the abettors of thofe Novel doctrines 
which after-times produced, we have reafon to 
think many were of this Sort, efpecially in thofe 
Herefies, which though they carried fecret ve- 
nome in them, had yet a plaufible appearance of 
Sanctity and Devotion; fuch was that of the 
Encratites, which feem’d to be founded in the 
veneration of two great Vertues Continence and 
Temperance, though by extending them beyond 
the due limits, they loft that Sobriety they toa 
{trictly embraced, and became snordsnate in their 
Continence, and exceffive in their Abftinence: 
Such again were the Euchite or Meffalians, who 
made the whole bufinefs mot only of religion but 
even of life to confit in praying; and though by 
it they evacuated all other ends of both, yet ha- 
ving the Jetter of a Precept, and the pretence of 
Devotion on their fide, “twas a proper bast for 
thofe who had much Zeal and little Knowledge. 
In like manner the Wovatians Herefie had fo a 
rious an infcription of Purity, as was very apt ta 
attract well meaning Souls; who feeing it bid 
fuch exprefs defiance to Apoftacy, could not 
fufpedct that it was itfelf any defeciion from the 
faith; and accordingly fome of that Sect ap- 
proved their conftancy intimes both of Heathen 
_ and Arian perfecutions. Nor muft we be fo un- 
charitable to the modern times, as not to believe 
many have acted upon the like Principles, and 
_- meant truthand piety, even while they actually 
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promoted the contrary. But how fincere foever 
the purpofes of fuch feduced Perfons were, yet 
tis evident the Church has fuffer’d no lefs by 
them, than by the more crafty defigners: their mif- 
guided piety has made as great and incurable Rup- 
tures, as the molt flagitious blafphemies of others. _ 
And when arent is once made, it matters little, 
whether it were done by error or malice; nay 
perhaps as to the hopes of repairing, the former 
may be the more defperate: for whereas fe that _ 
knowingly commits an Ill, has the Upbraidings of 

his own Confcience towards his reducing; thefe’ 


onthe other fide have its Cherifhings and Encou- 


ragements, toconfirm and animate them. And 
doubtlefs they are great advantages which Satan . 
has inall ages made of fuch Perfons, whom he 
feerns to have deludedinthe fame manner, that 
Medea is faidto have done the daughters of Pe- © 
leas, whom fhe perfwaded to hack their aged Fa- 
ther in pieces, in hope that by her. eMagick, he 
fhould not only recover /ife but youth: fo thefe 
rend and tear their Mother. the Church, out of a 
hope no lefs delufive, of reftoring her friffine 
beauty and vigor ; how far the Event parallels it 
alfo, the dying {tate of Chri(tianity does too fadly 
teftifie. : 

NOR has it only been the Heat of Erring 
perfons that has been thus mifchievous, but fome- 
times men of right judgments have too muchcon- © 
tributed to the breach of Unity, and the intem.- 
perate and imprudent Zeal of thefe hath ferv’d to 
exafperate the miftaking earneftne/s of the other : 
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this happens fometimes for want of diftinguith- 
ing between the Effentials and Circumftantsals of 
_ Religion, and fo looking upon a miftake in the 
,Jater with the deteftation proper only to the per- 
verting of the former; by this means thofe who 
_ have entirely embraced the-fame faith, have yet 
violated charity and broken communion: fuch 
flight minute differences when managed by eager 
Spirits being eafily blown up -into folemn and 
lajting contentions; {fo that the Difputes rais’d 
about fome pin or nail of the Temple, have fome- 
times fhaken and endanger’d the whole Fabvick, 


robbed the Church of that fraternal unity which — 


was its fafteft cement, and fureft fupport. Of 
this we need no more apt inftance from Antiquity 
_ ‘than that which has been already mentioned upon 
another occafion, I mean Vié#ors unbrother-like 
Heat towards the Eaftern Churches inthe con- 
troverfie about Laffer, which had fomented that 
Difference into a Schifm,’ which the meeker Pie- 
_ ty of his Predeceffors thought no ground of wn- 


kindnefs, much lefs of Separation, as Ireneus more - 
at large tells him; And probably had men in all: 


the fucceeding Ages deliberately porz’d the Ex- 


rors they oppos’d, and proportion’d their Dif- ° 


pleafure but to the juf? weight of them, many of 

our difputes would have been fo calm’d, that they 

fhould never have become quarrels. But many 

_ inthis particular have only us’d the Touch-ffone, 
not the Scales: and of Opinions that are. er- 
roneous, confider not which are more or lefs per- 

-nicious, but with an equal violence fly at.all, Pr 
A. % : ] 
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ifthe Stoscal opinion concerning Sins had pre- 
vail’d in Errors alfo, and that all were refolv'd to | 
be of the fame fize. © | 

~ BUT eveninthofe of the higheft kind it may 
perhaps be doubted, whether t00 eager an oppofition 
have not fometimes done hurt, efpecially in thofe 
Doctrines which relate to the my/fertous parts of 
Religion, wherein a novelty is at firft lookt upon 
with fome horror, and many are willing rather 
to condemn in grofs than nicely to examine: Who | 


yet when they find this done for them by Ortho-- 


dox perfons, they think they may with fucha 
guide venture to wade into the queftion, where 
many times the infinuations of Exror are fo fub- 
tile, that all their Antidotes fecure them not from 
infection, but they are themfelves captivated 
where they expected only to triumph. Neither 
want there thofe of the Vulgaathat are of amore 
— nfolent temper; and out of a vanity of making 
_ themfelves Umpzrres between learned men, gree- 
_ dily read the writings of both Parties, who yet 
are able to make no folid judgment of either; and 
_ when ’tis remembred how many popular artifices 
there are to byaffe fuch perfons, we muft con- 
 fefs that Trute hath many toone Odds againft 
_ her: Befides, publick arguing oft ferves not only. 
_ toecxafperate the minds, but to whet the Wits of. 
_ Hereticks, and by fhewing them the weak parts of 
_ their Doctrines, prompts them to rally all their | 
_ Sophifiry to fortifie them, that what they want of 
truth and reafon, may be fupplied with fallacy and 
little colours ; and Experience fhews how fly 


. 
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that kind of Logick is accommodated to the 
sreate{t part of the World. In fhort, it feems 
not improbable, that many Herefies owe much 
oftheir growth to the improper means of erad:- 
cating them: and have acquird a reputation from 
the stir that was made about them. Thus S- 
crates tellsusthat Alexanders letters about the 
Arian Herefic ferv'd to fcatter that peftilent in- 
fection the more abroad, and combin’d men into 
parties, fo that the whole world became the 
Scene of that long Tragedy, which poffibly 
might have had a fhorter and better sffue, had 
not the notice of the Controverfie been fo early 
difperft. oo | 
BUT ifthe Attempts of the Pex have often 
proved fo unfit, it may be confider’d whether 
 thofe of the fword are not more fo, and fighting 
be not a worfe expedient than difputing : and cer- 
tainly we have great reafon to conclude in the 
affirmative, if we weigh either the Injuftice, or 
Ulnreafonablenefs of it. I know there want not 
thofe who have thought the propagating Reli- 
gion by Arms not only lawful but meritorious, and 
that in order to the planting it in a Nation, the 
foil may be mellowed with the bloud of the Inha- 
bitants; nay the o/d extirpated, and new Colo- 
nies planted. Butwe are-to remember that as 
God isthe univerfal Monarch of the World, fo 
We have all the relation of fellow-fubjeéts to 
him, and can pretend no farther jurifdiction 
over each other, than what he has delegated to 
us: and fure’twould be hard to produce any coms 
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_ miffion from him for the invading a Nation only 


becaufe ’tis not ofour Faith.. "Tis fure, thofeto ° 
whom he firft entrufted the promulgating of the 
Gofpel had far different inftruétions, and ’twere 
fitour new Evangelifts fhould fhew their later 
authority for this fanguinary Method; in order to 
which though fome a made ufe of the Opini- 
onoffome Schoolmen, that dominion us founded 
inGrace, yet as that is but an Opinion, fo were 
it admitted as the moft certain Truth, it could 
never warrant any enterprize of this kind, for. 
fuppofing that a people by: wanting /piritual 
Bleffings did lofe all their right to temporal, yet 
that Forfeiture muft devolve only to the Su- 
preme Lord, and when as God in another cafe © 
asks, where is the bi) of divorce? Efay 50. 3. fo | 
we may demand of thefe zealous Invaders, where 
is the bil? of affignment, by which that right was 
transferr’d tothem ? In fhort, peace is the moft 
valuable bleffing of humane life, and we cannot 


_ without injuftice deprive man of it, though we 


‘could as we pretend, give them truth in licu of 
it; for maugrethe Proverb, that Exchange will 
still be robbery, where the parties are compell’d to 
make it. But alas, ’tis a vain imagination to 
think that Religion can be thus impos’d: or 
that we can bind the underfiandings and wills of 
then, with the fame fetters wedo their bodies ; 
tis truc indeed the Apoftle tells us there # 4 way 
of bringing every thought into Gaptivity to the obe- 
dience of Chrif, but he tells us withal that the 
weapons, by which that Victory is atchieved, are 
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xot carnal, 2 Ger. 10. 4. Indeed did Religion con- 
fift only in fome external conformitses, external 
force might bear fome proportion toit ( which 
perhaps is the caufe that the oneis moft us’d by 
thofe whofe religion is moft eminent for the 
other ) but ’tis feated in thofe faculties to which 
outward violence can have no accefs. Alas, tis not 
whole Armies can befiege my reafon, nor Cannons 
batter my wsil, "tis conviétion not force, that mutt 
' induce Affent; and fure the Logick of a con- 
quering Sword has no hia propriety that way; 
Silence indeed it may, but convince it cannot : Its 
efficacy rather lies on the other fide, breeds 
averfion and abhorrence of that Religion, whofe 
firft addrefs is in bloud and rapine: nor do fuch 
attempts on any thing to the Caufe but the is- 
. famy of thofe — which are us’d to promote 
it. And fure fince this piece of eMabumetan 
Zeal has been tranf{planted into Chriffendom, it 
_ hasbeen much more mifchievous than in its na- 
tive foil. Chriftianity having been infinitely 
~ more opprefied by thofe that thus fought for it, 
than thofe that were in Arms againftit. Whbe- 
ther upon this {core the Pope have not done her 
more harm than the Turk, I leave to confiderati- 


on. 
~ BUT what is here faid ofthe military Sword, 
'Tintend not fhould be applied tothe Civil; for! 
treat not here of thofe legal punifhments, which 
eMagiftrates inflict upon their difobedient Sub- 
jects ; who indeed may juffly, nay indeed muft ne- 
ceffarily require Conformity to Ecclefiastical laws, 
7 3 | re x 
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as well as the Givi: thé Eruptions in. the one 
commonly overflowing the other alfo, and Schifm - 
ufually ending in Rebellion; fo that ‘tis appa- 
rently their intereft to guard themfelves trom 
thofe riotous effects of pretended zeal, nor is 
itlefs their duty, they being as the Ancients 
exprefs it, Cuffodes utriufque tabula in St. Paul's 
language, the miniffers of God, Rom. 13. and in 
Conftantines dialect, “Exicxena mess 7a to, Befhops 
in the whole outward adminiftration of the Church, 
_and if Herefie or Schifm bea fm, are by their-pla- 
ces obliged to approve themfelves avengers; to 
execute wrath no lefs there, than in other cir- 
-cumftances: And that they are fins and of no 
{mali bulk, none can doubt that obferves Herefie . 
ranked, Gal..s. with Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
' murders, and other fins ofthe flefh; or Schifm 
' markt out by the Apoftle to the Hebrews, asa © 
' kind of petrifying crime, which induces that in- 
" duration, to which the fearful expectation of 
. wrath is confequent, for fo wefind, Heb. 10.26. 
’ that forfaking the affemblies is lookt on as previ- 
ous to Apoftacy and final defection: And there- _ 
_ fore fure the Magiftrate can do nothing kinder . 
“ even to the Offenders than by taking their fin 
> early, a that fatal growth of it. But that 
_ his juft power thus refcued, I may aflume my 
former affertion, and conclude, that all other 
' Violences are fo far from advancing Chriftianity, 
_ that they extremely weaken and difadvantage it. 
' - BUT ofno fort is this more eminently true 
' than of thofe popular heats, where the People un- 
po | o dertakes 
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dertakes to chaftife error : for befides that the ont- 
ragesthen committed are very apt to avert men 
even from truths which they fee fo barbaroufly 
defended, it often happens that the multitude take 
cauflefS alarms, and think their Faith is invaded 
when it is not. A memorable inftance of this kind 
Euagrius gives in his Eccl.Hiftory, where he tells 
vis that the Emperor Anaffafius having added to the 


? 
\ 


Trifagium this Claufe, Who was crucified for our : 


Salvation, the whole City of Con/fantinople was in 
anuproar, upon anignorant jealoufie that thofe 
words had fome Heretical meaning ; in which fu- 
ry they happening to light upon a poor filly Monk, 


they immediately kill him as the Inventor of that 


claufe, and a confprrer againft the Trinity: So un- 
‘happily abfurd are the Tranfports of wild zeal, 
which where it rules, does befides .the dsreé? mif- 
chiefs of Tumult and Sedition create others at the 
rebound, which are more permanent, and difcom- 
_ pofe and embitter mens fpirits,, and render them 
{o ambitioufly greedy of quarrels for their Religi- 
on, that they are not only prepar'd to recezve, but 
to feek Encounters: and ’tis too fure they can ne- 
ver be wanting to perfons of fuch tempers, fince 
the adverfavies of Truth cannot have more advan- 
tage or Encouragement againft it, than this un- 
peaceful humor of thofe that Sener it. . 

. BY thefe feveral ways has it come to pafs, 
that even that zea/ which fhould be the /i:fe of 
Chriftianity, is become its difeafe ; and Religion 
like a Heétick body is confum’d by its own heats, 
if at leaft I may call thofe its own, which de- 
: 7 rive 
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rive not from its proper and native conftitution ; 
but are the accidents of its declining ftate: for 
how confidently foever men pronounce of them- 
{elves, and believe that they are then nioft pious, 
when they are moft eager and ungutet; yet tis 
{ure this is far removed from the true genius and 
temper of religion, which like the God it wor- 
fhips, makes its approaches not in winds and 
Earthquakes, butinthe sti {mall voice, 1 Kings 
Ig. 12.and when ’tis confider'd, that the greateft 


part of the Evangelical Law is made up of pre- 
cepts of Mecknefs, Long-fuffering, and Conde- 
{cention ; we mult conclude that zea/ very prepo- 


ffevous,that pretends to obey by violating them; or - 
toeftablith Religion by undermining the moft ef- 


. fential parts ofit: and to Perfons under that mi- 
_ {take, we'may moft properly apply the reproof gi- — 
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, own that Title; and furewedonot moreoften, 


. ven by Chrift to his Difciples upon the fame oc- 


cafion, you know not,what manner of Spirit you are of. 

IT will therefore become men to look with 
Fealoufie on themfelves in this particular; not 
too confidently to purfue every Incitation which 
carries a fhew of Piety; but foberly to weigh 
how it agrees with the Rules and Occonomy of © 
that Gofpel for which it pretends fo much con- 
cern; forthough the true Chriftian Zeal can ne- 
ver be tuo much cherifhed; yet alas, ’tis not 
every warmth we icel about Religion that can 


, or more fatally miftake any thing than in apply- 


=! 
ae oe 


I 


, ing that venerable name to things of a far inferior, 


nay fometimes ofa contrary nature. How often 
| | upon 


388 Of the Canfes of Dipputes;  bap.r7. 


upon this Error, have men afcrib’d that to their 


_ ptety which they owed to their complexions, and 
thought twas their religion made them Earneft, 
when ‘twas meerly their conftitution: Nay, how 
often has Satan taken-this advantage of transform- 
ing himfelf into an Angel of light, and infinua- 
ting his illufions under this difguife. And truly 


they muft {till be liable to both thefe deceits, fo 


long as they place the effence of Chriftian zeal in 
heat and eagerne/s. Tis true indeed it has its heats, 
but actuated ina far different way ; it has flames 
of Love, not of Anger; to melt, not confume 
~ our Enemies; and makes us apter to pour out our 
own blouda Sacrifice to-Truth than thet of gain- 
faers. Infhort, ifitbeaFire, ’tis that pure Ek- 
mental which the Peripateticks talk of, whichis 
but of a moderate heat ; apt to chers(b, not devour. 
AND would God men would fo far. believe 
this, as tothink there may be moderation, with- 
out the danger of Laodtcean luke-warmne(S, and 
_. upon that fuppofition faffer themfelves to cool 
into atreatable Temper, and then I fhould hym- 
bly offer to them thefe few Confiderations. 
FIRST the great and univerfal fatsbility of 
humane Nature, which renders it not only pof- 
fible that we may, but certain that every one of 


us fballerre in fomething or other; and this fure 


is very proper to per{wade lenity to thofe whom 
we find actually erring. “Tis the Apoftles argu- 
ment in the cafe of Sin, Gal.6.1. Brethren, if a 
man be overtakenin afault, ye which are (pivitual, 
reftore fuch a one in the fpirit of meeknefs, a aad 
ee aly 
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thy felf; left thou alfo be tempted. Where the com- 
mon Peccability of mankind isurged to induce — 
Commiferation & Gentlenefs towards the Oifen- 
ders ; and if this be of force én fin, where the con- 
currence of the will renders the perfon more in- 
excufable, it will furely hold much more in dare’ 


| Error, which being purely involuntary, (for no- 


a 


thing is properly Error farther than it is fo) ’tis 
tobe lookt on rather asthe dsfeafe than crime of — 
the Perfon: and fince we ufe not to exclaim | 
again{t men for being fick, but compaffionately to 


. endeavour their recovery, why fhould we here ufe — 


.» fomucha contrary method? "Tis trueindeed, ’tis 
- neceflary fometimes in order tothe Cure, and 


fometimes for preventing the infection of others, 
to do fome things uneafie to the Patient; and what 
tends regularly to either of thefe Ends, may in 
this cafe alfo be Charitably done, by thofe that 


/ have Authority: but that differsas far from our 


_ ufual feverities, as the lancings of a Phyfician 


do from the wounds of an Adverfary; or publick — 
Difcipline from private Spleen. So that notwith- 

ftanding this,we may refume our conclufion and in- 
fer from the Errablene{s of our Nature,the reafon- 


_ ablenef8 of compaffion to the feduced. And as it thus 
. prompts us to look gently upon others, fo alfoto 
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reflect szmpartially upon our felves ; and confider 
how poffible it is, that even whileft we condemn 


_ Others, we may indeed be in the wrong ; and then 


all the Invectives we make at their fuppofed Er- 
rors, fall back with a rebounded force uponour _ 
own real ones.lf this poffibility were but adverted © 
wee Gotti 
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to, it would make us lefs pofitive and Dogmatical 
in our Opinions, and fo confequently take away 
One main ground of contention; for though we 
often quarrel about matters, which are indeed but 
conjectural, yet not till we efteem them otherwi{fe ; 
and when we confider how many men have vehe- 
mently believed apparent falfboods, itmay well 
allay our confidences in all thofe cafes, where we 
have not fome firmer ground than our own (or in- 
deed any humane ) judgment to build on it. 

AS for thofe who have the furef grounds of 
Perfwafion, and by their fecurity of being them- 
{elves in the Truth,have the more reafon to be ear- 
neftin propagating it toothers: let them in the 
fecond place confider how neceffary ’tis to chufe 
ila means to that good end,without which 
they do but undermine themfelves, and defeat 
their own aims. Indeed Prudence is not onlya 
Moral, but Chriffian Vertue ; and fuch‘as is necef- 
fary to the conftituting of all others: without it 
- Devotion ar into Superftition, Libera- 

lity intoProfufenefs,and this of Zeal becomes on- 
ly a Pious kind of Phrenfie. And of Perfons fo 
poffeft, God may fay as Achifh did of David, 1 
Sam.21.15. have Ineed of mad men? No fure, the 
defence of Truth is too noble acaufe to be fo mana- 
ged ; its Champions are not like men in a fray to 
make every thing a weapon that they can firft 
{natch up,and lay on as chance or fury guides,but 
are deliberately to confult the propereft expedi- 
‘ents, ufe not only force but Stratagem againft the 

_ Enemy, & yet withal to take care that while they 
Co eppefe 
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oppofe one, another gain not advantage: For alas, 
“tis indifferent to our grand Adverfary,by which of 
_ his temptations'we fall, and if by fubverting the 
_ fab of fome,’ he fhipwrack the charity of others, 
he has his End, and triumphs at once both over 
- the fpeculative and praétsck part of our Religion. 
AND this may induce a farther confideration, 
& prompt us to examine what degree of guilt lies 
on thofe who either out of a blind, or rafh zeal 
have given him this advantage. And here though I 
cannot doubt, but God makes great allowances to 
the Mifcariages of fincere intentions, yet perhaps 
we have carv’d more liberally to our felves than he 
defigns us,and prefume our Security greater than 
in truth it.is. For how innocent foever a good pur- 
_ pofe may make our Error, yet ’tis a priviledge be- 
_ yond all poffibility of grant,that our fins fhould be 
— foalfo; therefore if our Mifperfwafions beget 
wicked practice, we may be accountable for the 
one, though not for the other. We find indeed S. 
Paul iiletoes his zenorance, as the Caufe of his 
finding mercy, for his perfecuting the Church, but 
we are to remember what that mercy he there re- 
fers to is; not that of abfolution,but converfion: and 
had he refifted the /ater,though with never fo full 
a perfwafion of his doing well in it, I much 
doubt whether his good meaning would have 
fecur’d him the former; Sothat all the Encou- 
ragement, that Example can afford is, that God 
may probably do more for the reducing an. 
Evring than amalicious Perfecutor: And when 
‘tis confidered that all the odds that Chrift 
makes between him that does ill knowingly and 
a : ' Cc2 ignorant- 
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ignorantly, is inthe number of Stripes: we muft 
refolve our miftakes are no fuch /Amulets as total- 
Jy to fecure us. And then whether our gusts fhall 
not {well in proportion to the s/s we do, is 2 que- 
{tion that fure can never be refolved in the nega- 
tive: for ifa good intention cannot alter the nature 
of Sin, fure itcanas little change their degree, 
er make that of two Perfons equally miftaken, 
the Murder of the one, fhall not be a, greater 
Crime than an intemperate fpeech of the- other, 
And upon this meafure the accounts of — 


zeal are like to rife very high with many; unlefs. 


we can think Rebellion’ and Bloudfhed, Sacri- 


ledge and Schifm, with all that train of zealous — 


Enormities to be light and trivial. 

NOR will it at all legitimate the/e,or any other 
‘Crimes, though they fhould happen to be com- 
‘mitted in the defence of Truth: Of this St. Peter is 
a ready inftance, who when to guard Him, who 
was Truth itfelf, he had violated the Authority 
of the Magiftrate in wounding an Officer; Chrift 
reprehends his rafhnefs, and inftead of applaud- 
ing his zeal, upbraids his abfurdity, that could 
think his mean aids confiderable to him, who 


could command Legions of Angels to his refcuc. 


And fure he is not fo much more impotent in his 
glory, than he was in his exinanition, as now to 
need our Sins to fecure any of his concerns ; and 
if St. Peter were thus check’d for ufing that Sword 
which he was a little before warn’d to duy, it muft 
fure fet an ill Character upon thofe tumultuous 


reformations, which have fo much employed ‘a 


zeal 
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zeal of later ages, to which there can never want 
a concurrence of feveral great fins, the guilt 


whereof will {carce be wiped off, by their defign’d 


fubferviency to Truth; what Degree of extenuati- 
on it may afford, ishard to pronounce, fince we 
have no r#/eto meafure itby. But whatfoever it 
is, we are to remember, that it can belong only 
to fuch a Zeal as is purely religious,that mixes not 
with our Paffions or Interefis ; and therefore be- — 
fore men be too forward to appropriate any Indul- 
gence of that kind, ’twill be neceffary to Exa- 
mine, whether no finifter Adherent have vitiated 
that integrity of their purpofe, to which alone it 
can (even by their own award and fentence ) ap- 
pertain. SF _ 

I HAVE infifted the more onthy, becaufe 
many areapt to afcribe too unlimitedly to the 
Force ofa good meaning, to think that is able to 
bear the ftrefs of whatfoever Commiffionsthey — 
fhall lay on it; and by thus prefuming on their 


: - Antidote, venture boldly onthe deddlieft potfons, 


To fuch the foregoing confiderations may be ufe- 
ful; and by robbing them of that zmaginary Secu- 
rity,help them to a rea/ one,by making their good 
purpofes the Director of good aétions, not the A- | 
pology for bad. This would make Religion ‘look — 
confonant to itfelf, which now groans under the 
reproach of all thofe Ills, that are aéted under its 
‘Patronage; and fure to refcue her from fucha 
f{candal, is but a very moderate piece of compaffion 3 
_ X¥et would God fhe might obtain. it even from 
thofe who profefs themfelves her greateft Votaries: _ 
oa Cc 3  . Bue 
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Butalas, tis one fad circum{tance of her ruine, 
that fhe ows it to fuch; that thofe Weapons 


which fhould defend her, thus recoz/ into her Bo 


wels, and zea/fhould do her more mifchief than 
prophanene(s; for while fhe is but {coffed at by 


that, fhe is wounded by thu: nor are thofe wound: 


ever like toclofe, till our Zeal grow more balft 
mick partake of thofe healing vaaliiies of Love and 
Meeknefs, the Want whereof has rendred it{o 
unhappily inftrumental to our Diftractions. 








CHAP. XVIII. 


A Survey of the Caufes of Difputes ; Sixthly 
Idlenefs. |  & oe | 


U T as this over-aétive humour has done 

abundant Mifchief to the Church, foisit 

obfervable, that the direét contrary has 
done as much ; nay, which is yet {tranger, the ont 
is frequently the product of the other, and out 
too bufie zeal {prings from our too great Idlenef. 
How much foever this may found like Paradox, 
yet both reafon and experience atteft the Trutha! 
it; for weareto. confider that God has puta 
aétive principle into man, which’ tis impoffible 


to fupprefs, as that there fhall be a total ceffation 


from motion : And therefore every intermitting¢ 
fober, regular actings,makes way for wild Ext 


vagantones; forasnatureis faid fo vehemently 


to abhor vacuity, » that the very inanimate bo 7 
- woul 
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would forfake their fpecifick motions to prevent 
it: Sowhen the mind is Empty, when it has no 
worthy and profitable /beculation to Entertain it, 
every the moft improper and preternatural Objeé# 
offers itfelf, andimportunately crouds in to fill 
the vacuum. This feems to have been well under- 
{tood, though ill applied by Pharaoh, when he 
thought the I/raelstes propofal of Travelling into 
tthe Wildernefs to their Devotions, was the Ef- 
fect of their too great leifure at home ; and there- 
‘fore encreafes their tasks asthe propereft way of 

iverting their defign: And in like manner we find 
thofe that treat of Politicks, infift upon the necef- 
fity of keeping the People bufie, in order to which 
it is, that they mention the ufe of eMathematicks - 
--andother contemplative Sciences, to entertain 
the 2étsve {pirits of a Nation, in demonftrating of 
Problemess folving Phenomenas, and drawing 


Schemes and Diagrams, who elfe would be practi- 


fing upon the Government, making new Ideas and _ 
Platforms for the Common-wealth: And doubtlefs 
there'is parity of reafon in the Ecclefiaftick 
State, which would have been at.more peace, had 
fome men found themf{elves other diverfions. | 
AND this is confirm'd to us by experiment 
and obfervation of Event; for if we look into the 
Primitive times, we. fhall find that when there 
was a neceffity of defending the common faith 
again{t Heatheni{m, when Chriftians were em- 
ployed in writing apologses and vindications, there 
were much fewer of thefe snteftine debates (at lealt 
fuch as were eMetaphyfical and purely Notional ) 
. is — O¢4 they 


-” 
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they had their hands full of the forezgn Enemy, and 
had the Jefs temptation to jangle among ‘them- 
felves. So alfo when they were under the greateft 
{torms of perfecution, when the Church was moft 
violently affaulted from without, it had the great- 
eft Calm within. They were then inceflantly em- 
ployed, and bufied their Thoughts in preparing 
for the fiery trial. Thofe cloudy days made them 
keep clofe at home waiting for the Bridegrooms 
coming, and {fuffer’d them not to wander abroad 
for thofe unprofitable Curiofities, which though 
like Ort they might nourifh fame, yet would ne- 
ver furnifh their Lamps, or gain them admiffion 
to the wedding, but inthe intervals, and efpeci- 
ally after the total ceffation of their calamity, 
when their Peace had taken them oft their Vigs- 
ance, than while they flept, the Envious man 


- had advantage to fow his Tares. Reft made them 


tdle, Idlenefs made them curious, and Curiofity 
contentious ; and thofe who under the Tyranny of 
a Nevo or Domitian were in perfect harmony un- 
der the gentle pious regiment of a Confantine, 
grew to the greateft diftord, and perhaps ¢ be- 
fides the Divine and extraordinary fupports the 
Church had in her greateft conflséis ) this may be 
one of the beft natural accounts, how fhe came to 
Alourifh moft under her heavieft preffures. : 
~ BUT our obfervation ends not here, for be- 
fides this extraordinary importunity of thoughts, 
which perfecuting times occafion’d, Chriftianity 
is in its frame and conftitution an aéfsve State, 
has its {tanding bufinefs,and befides all acesdental, 

| ‘a 


' cient to entertain mens minds: 
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a Series of determinate, conftant emplayments Saf | 
rom which we 
may infer, thatawhen this is throughly adverted 


to, there will be few chafms of Time to be filled . 


f 


mering and forging the other. 


with foreign impertinences. And this gives aclear 


- account how our divsfions haye come to grow up- 


on us, namely, by the Neglect of practick -duties, . 
for as every age degenerated more from Primitive 
ptety, fo they advanced farther in nice enquiries and. 
new opinions ; and as the zeal of praétice grew cool, 
fo that of d:fpute gathered heat and vigor. So that 
if we confider how far our good works fall fhort of 
the firft Chriftians,we need not wonder to fee our 
controverfies fo tar exceed them ; that Time which , 
was gain’d from the one,: — employed in ham- 
| do not forget that. 
1 have*before ranked this diverfion of Chriftian 
Practice among the effeéts of our Contentions, ' 
and forefee it may be thought very inartificial | 
here, to make it the caufealfo: Butalas, its con- 


_ cern in them is fo extravagantly great, as to have 


at once the relation of Child and Parent, to be 
both Root and Branch, Fountain-and Stream, and 
likea cércle unites in st/elf Beginning and End: 
For as it firft gave birth to our quarrels,fo it final- 
ly receives encreafe fromthem. In fhort, our ofci- 
tant lazy prety gave vacancy for them, & they will 
now lend none back again for more aétive daty. 
And as this neg/eé? of our general calling of Chri- 
ftianity has been thus pernicious, fo: have:the iif 
effeéts thereof been improved by the likeillatten- . 


| dance on our particular ones. We find St. Paub 
Mee ee A Ko ext f : oe Pps Lobo: > “ . oe 
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takes notice, that the younger widows, who defert- 
ed their own Ecclefiaftical Office, grew bufie-bodies 
in the Secular affairs of others ; and fure we may 
with truth invert the note, and obferve that thofe, 
who either defert or neglect their Secular Cal- 
ome are the moft pernicioufly medlzng in Eccle- 
fia 
themfelves in their boneft occupations, their Minds 
would be fufficiently dsverted, and it would not 
become the. work of Artificers . to make. new 
Schemes of Doctrines or difcipline; Divinity 
would not then pafs the Yard and Loom, the Forge 
and Anvil, nor Preaching be taken in as an eafier 
fupplementary Trade, by thofe that difliked the 
' pains of their own. Butallthisalas, we have {een 
to the equal fhame and detriment of Piety. Mecha- 
nicks. of all forts have prefum’d to teach what 
themfelves never learnt; and thofe that ferv'd long 
Apprentifbips to other Crafts, have become Divsnes 
~ inamoment,and with the fame emulous induftry 
wherewith they us’d to invent. new fafhions, have 
made new Religions... And as Idlenefs has thus 
made fome Preachers, fo it has made more bearers, 
thofe who either by the eafine(S of their Callings, 
or their flight managery of them, have had the 
moft vacant time, ‘have been the apteft to run af- 
ter new teachers: Hence it is that Towns and Ci- 
ties have been the great nurferses of faétson, the les- 


fure of Shop-men making them more énquifstive 


after, and receptive of Novelties. And were that 
- over-grown zealof Sermons, which has now de- 


vourdall other parts of Religion, among that 


fort 


ick matters: Did men confcientioufly employ 
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fort of men throughly fcanned, we fhould find 
Idlenefs goes very far in its compofition; for be- 
fides that Hearing is the moft /azy of all religious 
Offices, as appears by the undsfturb’d fleeps men 
can take at Sermons; it is manifeft this infatiate 
appetite of it, is originally founded cither in the 
not baving bufinefs, or not attendingtoit. For — 
fhould Task fuch men,whether if neceffity had en- 
forc’d S. Puls rule upon them, that without their 
babour they fhould-not eat, they would have fpent 
their whole week at Leéfures,and trufted tobe fed 
_ bythe Ear. [believe few could pretend to have 
begun with foexorbitanta zeal, though the truth 
isin the iffue it fometimes arrives toit; and men | 
that have ¢tching Ears forget the reft of the body, 
- whileft to gratifie them, they totally neglect all 
care of their Secular concerns, and bring Them- 
{elves and Families to want and beggary. 
NOR is it only this one rank of Perfons whom 
Idlenefs thas betrayed to faction, Servants we 
have frequently feen under the fame Seducement, 
- while either having but /ittle work, or but little 
diligence in it, they have found time to liften after 
novel doéirines, with which being once tainted, — 
they impatiently thirft after more, and neglect- 
ing the duties of their place, {pend their. tsme, 
which by compact is their Mafters ( and can with 
no more juftice be purloin’d from him than his 
oods ) in following faétious Teachers, who in- 
ct them fo in their Chriftian liberty, that 
they bring them to defie all fubjeétion: And by 
telling them they are to call no sans” ar 
| arths 
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~ Earth, that they aretoown no King nor Prieft 
but Chrift ; teach them to contemn all Authority, 
Domeftick, Civil, ox Eccleftaftick. *; 
TE we look farther into families, we fhall find 
 alfo that many of our She-zealots become fo upon 
the very fame ground, when Women neglect that 
which St. Paul affigns them as their proper Bufi- 
nefs, the gutding of the houfe, their Zeal is at once 
the produét and excufe of their Idlenefs; and in 
fpight of the #4] Charaéter the Wife-man has fet on 
her, whofe feet abide not in ber houfe, Prov.9.11. it 
becomes the mark of a Saint, when a Lecture or 
Conventicle is taken in the way: And though 


thefefeminine Irregularities may feem to be of no 
great concern to the publick, yet experience con- - 


vinces the contrary; it having been the unhappy 
_ priviledge of that Sex (as ancient as their Mother 


Eve) to be able to do great and important mif- | 


chiefs ; and doybtlefs many men may give the fame 
account of their Schifm and Sedition, that Adam 
~ did of his firft fin, The woman that thou gaveft me, 
&c. This has always been well underftood by Se- 
ducers, who have found it the moft compendious 
way to their defigns, to lead captive filly women, 
and make them the Duck-coys to their whole Fa- 
mily: But even thofe who have mift of this influ- 
ence over the minds of their Husbands, have yet 
had it over their Purfes, and out of them fupport- 
ed the Rebbies of the Faction; who in gratitude 
to thofe wife Abigails give their Husbands the 
title, and perhaps wifh them the fate of Nabal. 
And God knows, how many men have thus — 
| - made 


’ 
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made contributers to the caufe they. have moft de- 
tefted,maintain’d that fire which thofe incendiaries 
have kindled inthe Holy place; Money being no 
lefs the finews of Ecclefiaftical than Secular War. 


~ THUS we fee how the IdlenefS evenof the .. 


moft inconfiderable perfons has at the rebound 
beenextremely pernicious totheChurch, which 
like a Clock or Watch may be diforder’d by the ruft 
of the leaft Pin; how much more then, by that 
of the main wheels and fprings? If Negligence in 
Jay-callings have though but an. oblique, yet fo in- 
aufpicious an Influence, the like Neglectin Ec- 
clefiaffick muft needs have a worfe, becaufe more - 
immediate and direct. And would to Godwe | 
could fay this had been wanting to the compleat- 
ing the mifchief: But alas, many of thofe who are 
called to labour in the Lords Vineyard, feemto © 
have forgot their Errand, and ftand there all the 
day Id/e (a much worfe fight than to have feen 


"them fo only inthe Market-place;) fothatI fear 


there is too evident ground of faying, thatthe 
flight execution ofthe Paftoral Office, has been 
one of the moft eminent Contributers to our di-- 
{tractions.And among ail the parts of that Charge, 
none has been more generally,or more perniciouf- 
ly neglected than that of Gatechizing; the want 
whereof has left People fo unbottom’d, that like 
a boufe built on the fand, every Wind of Doctrine 
blows down that Faith which they only profeft, 
but underftood not. This is that which has made 
fo many unftable Souls, as St. Peter obferves, 
2 Pet.2.14. to be the proper prey of eee 
n 


va 
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_ And God knows, we may from fad experiment 
_ confirm the note. Iwith the fame negligence do 
not again evidence itfelf by the fame effects: But 
befides this,which is part of the Publick Miniftry, 
Cand defervedly is fo, being ufeful to the whole 
Church, the aged as well as children) there are 
private Intercourfes between Paftor and People 
which are of great ufe, would God they were of 
equal praétice: We knowa careful Shepherd does 
not only turn his fleck into a common Pafture, and 
then think he has done his work, but does witha 
particular advertence obferve the thriving of eve- 
ry one of them, takes notice of their fingle fray- 
ings and difeafes, and accordingly applies himfelf 
to reduce or cure them, and furely the like care is 
full as neceffary in the /piritual Shepherd; ’tis not 
the counfel whichis promifcuoufly difpenced ina 
Sermon (and whereof ’tis odds every man takes 
that which is leaft proper for him) that will do the 
the bufinefs : Converts come not in now as in Sr. 
Peters days,in throngs and fhoals, a more diftinct 
and particular application is now neceflary ; men 
mutt be treated with apart, their particular wants 
difcern’d, and applications accordingly made of 
instructions, reproof or comfort, and tis thefe ap- 
_propriate eMedicines, that are like to make found 
flocks. Had Minifters generally beftowed more 
pains this way, they might probably have fruftra- 
ted the attempts of Seducers, who could not fo 
eafily have infinuated themf{elves into the people, 
had they found them thus prepofleft: but while 
thefe with all the arts of a fubtile snduffry infufe 


"their 
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their posfons into every one they meet; nothing 
but the like diligence in adminiftring Antidotes, 
is liketocounterminethem. How much of that 
has been us’dI fhall leave to the Confciences of 
concern’d perfons to determine. Butbefides the 
ll énfluence the Paftors negligence has on the 
People, ithas in refpect of themfelves an imme- 
diate propriety to the advancing our debates, the 
leifure which is thus acquir’d, being apt to betray 
Speculative agi to the ftudy of thofe curious 


5 ox sht which are the great diffurbers of our | 


eace; and of thofe that {tudy them fo few keep | 


themfelves in neutrality, that parties are ftill fo- 
_mented by it: whereas were the prattical bufinefs 
_ of their Charge throughly attended, the remain- 
_ der of time would not be more than:the ffady of the 
» more folid, ufeful parts of Divinity would exact, 
; and confequently there would no furplus be left 
for thofe dangerous impertinencies, which as the: 
» Apoftle fays, ferve to no profit, but to the fubvert- 
. ang of the bearers, 2 Tim.2.14. But when our 


Watchmen fleep, *tis no marvel if they dream 


- too, and entertain themfelves: and others with 
. thofe Phantaftick notions, which the great day will. . 


| 
i 


. manifeft to have had nothing of weight and reality 


befides the Mifchiefs they wrought. _ | 
~ AND indeed if we fcanthe volumes of thofe 
vain Speculations, we fhall have caufe to con- 
clude that Idlenefs has created as well as fomented 
them; and they had as well wanted Authors as __ 
abettors, had men found themfelves more ufe- 
ful bufinefs: and that not only the extempo- 

—— — rary 
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rary Chimera’s of Phanaticks, but the more elabo- . ’ 


rate niceties of the Schools, havé been thus derived: 
we know Air pofleffes no place, where it firft finds 


not a vacuity, nor could thofe lighter notions, have 


filled mens brains, had they found them prepoffeft 
_ with what was more folid: but when men wanted 
more fubjtantial work for their Underftandings, 
they were fain to employ them thus in making 


Gob-webs, of which they have made a worfe fort of | « 


_. Fewifh veil in the Sanctuary, and have now invol- 
ved the Gofpel in greater Obfcurities, than the 
Law was before: whence our Bezaleels and Aho- 
liabs have been infpir’d for this work I fhall not 
determine; but fure not from him whofe Chara- 
cter S. Fobn givesus.(in peculiar reference to 
Gofpel-revelation ) that be slight, and in hime 
no darkne(S at-all, 1 Joh.1.5. 


THUS we fee even Idlenefs wants not its ope- - 


vation ; but is productive of great and mifchievous 
effeéts; it being the unhappy property of that 
Vice; that it fupplants.itfelf, and by a fatal Anti- 
periffafis makes men pernicioufly aésve: fo that 
we may truly fay floth has made more Bufinefs 
than induftry, Yam fare in this inftance it has cut 
out work for many ages, though of fuch a kind, 
that we have little reafon to wifh that our Lord 
at his coming fhould find us fo doimg: yet for 
ought now appears, our aétvity is fo wholly bent 
that way, that’tis not like to be the enly, at leaft 

_ the molt intenfe bufine(Swe shall be found at. 
I MIGHT here takea very apt occafion to 
declaim again{ft Idlenefs, as the unhappy foun- 
tain 
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tain of fo great mifchiefs, but that isa véce that 
has been fo often arraign’d, that I nced not repent 
thofe charges which all Authors, Natural, Morz! 


and Divine have laid againftit. Let but this ot 


its being the Original of faétson be added, and 
there can be nothing wanting to render it a mot 
dangerous crime: yea, and a molt monffrous onc 
too, that operates thus preternaturally, that free- 
ses and yet snflames men at once, ffupifies anden- 
vages : And yet alas, there is as much riddle in its 


. fate as its nature ; ’tis bated, and yet embraced; ge- 
i nerally decried, and yet as generally cherifoed: and. - 
_ though it have no advocates, has many friends. 
. Would God men would at laft be afhamed to/c : 
what they are afham’d to own, and by a diligent 


=~ é 


Sareea oe 


attendanice on their proper bufinefs, fecure theim- 
felves tirft from doing nothing, and then from do- 
ing #4; the one being fo clofe an Attendant on 
the other, that ’tis {carce poffible tq fever-them. 
And God knows the Church finds too fad proof of. 


_ their connedtion. Idlenefs having ferv’d as Ayres 


to keep alive that fire which has fet het in combs 
fison. ‘Thus unhappily paffive is fhe in our difor- 
ders, and acceffary to all our Guilts and Punifh- 
ments: All our peccant humors concut to her di/- 
eafe, and likeacommon mark fhe recéives error! 
from all Quarters, we have feen how many Con- 
tributers there are to her ruine, every one whereof 
with 4 wanton cruelty (like Cefar’s murderers ¥ 
are ambitious to inflict new wounds, and to give 


, her Supernumerary deaths ; and whileft fhe is thus 
furrounded with Affaffines, what can we expes? 
— Dd. ) 


buy 
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but that her prefent languifbings fhould End in 
death; that Chriftian Religion now crumbled 
into fo many minute frattions, fhould like duff be 


 fcatter’d, and irrecoverably diffipated; and thus 
a infallibly it muft be, if either God do not miracu- 


loufly countermine us, and domore fer us than 
we can do againft our felves, or we recover fo 
much fobriety, as to forbear to eMaffacre what 
we pretend to Love, and endeavour to bind up 


thofe wounds, at which our own Souls are liketo 


Expire. | 





CHAP. xIx. 
The Gonclufion drawn from all the Premsffes. 


E have hitherto examin’d the ¢f- ;, 
feéts and originals of our contenti- | 


| ons, and now the only remainin 

Enquiry is concerning the ways of redrefs. An 

that will exact no Jong difquifition: for as in 
difeafes’tis faid, the knowing the caufe is one 
half of the ewre; fo more efpecially is it here, 
where the remedies are meerly privative, and we 
are not to be healed by external applications, but 
only by fubfraéting thofe Humors which feed the 
Malady: There will therefore need no other pre- 
feription than to advife the exterminating of all 
thofe Paffions and Interefts which have appear'd 
acceffary to our quarrels, which though they are 
_ become the publick Epidemick difeafe, yet as the 
as | | . infection 


aay, . 
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infeétion did, fo muft the sure arife from fingle 
perfons: foraswe looknot a common Peftslence 
Should ceafe without due care and manage both of 
the fick and found: fo neither can this Church- 
plague ever abate, but by the cure, or fortifying 
its tndividual members. | | : | 
L, ET every man therefore who has any way 
made himfelfa Party to thefe contefts, ferioufly 
feted his own heart; what it is that has 
-engag’d Him in them: ifany of the finiffer. motives 
before rehearft, let him for a while fhift the 
_ Scene, and inftead of accufing others as Oppofites 
to Truth, condemn himfelf as Enemy to Peace: 
remeimbring that how juft or important foever the 
caufebe, it isnot foto him; whilelt he ferves his 

t humors and defigns under. its covert. The Ph:- 
lofophers:in their darker notions of Truth could | 
i yet difcern, that fhe was not acceffible to any who 
: fought her not purely for ber felf, with fincere 
: and fingle Intentions, andiffhe entertain no Pu- 
» pils that are not fo qualified, is it fic fhe fhould 
: have Guardians and Champions of a quite diftant 
; Temper? No, he that undertakes the defence of 
, Speculative Verity, muft firfk poffefs himfelf of 
that praétick Truth the Pfalmift fpeaks of, P/.sr. 
1 That én the inward parts, fuch a fimplicity and | 
; integrity of Purpofe, as may fupplant all thofe » 
+ indirect Aims, purge out every prejudice and paf= 
, fion, which may byafs, and pervert him; and by 
, that time he has done ths, "tis odds but he will _ 
; find anew face of affairs, and difcern that many of | 
, thofe things he fo fiercely contended about, were 
, Dd 2 either 
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either falfe or trivial ; acquir’d their confiderable- 
nefs only from thofe magnifying perf{peéiives of his 
own Lufts, through which he viewed them. How- 
ever till he have thus denudated himfelf of all 
thefe encumbrances, heis utterly unqualified for 
thefe Agonies; and how lawfully foever others 
may ftrive, *tis fure he cannot, that does it upon 
fo unlawful grounds, and therefore. upon pain of 


. lofing much more than a corruptible crown mutt : 


withdraw himfelf. Asfor thofe who can yet ac- 
| quit themfelves from having fomented our Di- 
fnadticne Ifhall not forbid them to look with 


great complacency upon it, but rather by confi- 


dering how valuablea piece of Innocency itis, en- — 


gags. and encourage themfelves to preferve it; 
and to that purpofe, jealoufly to examine the 
firf overtures of a Temptation. When they find 
any pronenefs to immerfe in Faction, any unwont- 
ed heat towards a Diflenter, to trace it to its 
fountamand original; nicely to obferve whether 
 itiffue not from fome of thofe envenom’d fprings 
forementioned, and make as much haft to {top its 
current, as they wouldto impede the moft over- 
- whelming inundation; for fuch twill infallibly 
prove to thofe who indulge to its courfe. But as a 
Turf will at firft clofe the breach, which neglected 
becomes the s#let ofa mighty Torrent: fo had this 
early vigilance been us’d, it might with eafe have 
_ prevented thofe Diftempers, in private Breafts, 
from whence the general Confufion has f{prung. 
As it is, might but thefe two things be obtain’d, 
would but the Guilty purge, and the Innocent 
_ | guard 


4 
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guard themfelves, we might yet hope to fee an 
end of our Difcords: not that I fuppofe it poffible 
to extinguith 2 diverfity of Opinions among men, 
who from their differing faculties, and other euilt- 
lefs eccurrents, may and willhave their judgements 
feverally difpos’d. But firft, were z#, who have 
upon the: former culpable motives enter’d the 
liits, exeluded,we fhould find They would amount 
to fucha Number, that there would be few left to 
-mMaintainthe Combat. Nay, fecondly, wereit 
not forthofe conceal’d inducements, there would 
{carce be any Combat to maintain, thofe are the 
things that convey the fing and malignity into our 
Differences, without thofe we might diffent, but 
not fall out ; and fhould no more be angry to fee 
another opine contrary io us, than we are to fee him 
_ of a differing Stature, or complexton. Xn fine, let us 
pretend what we will, ‘cis the Carnality within, 
that raifes allthe Combuftions without: This is 
the ereat wheel to which the Clock ows its motion, 
while the pretext of Truth and Piety is but like 
the band, {et indeed more confpicuoufly, but di- 
rected wholly by the fecret movings of the other. 
This, #h# alone is it which creates and continues 
our broils, and by a monftrous conjunction of 
Properties, is itfelfboth flame and fucl: Norcan 
we doubt that from hence fpring thofe railing ac- 
cufations, we bring one againft another, if we re- 
member what: St. fude tell us, that the 4<el 
brought them not even againit the Devs hiratult, 
he could calmly manage a d1/pute with the molt 
execrable and provoking adverfary, becaufe his 
_  " - pd3 Bngesick 
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Angelick nature had none of that carnal leven which 
ferments to the fourmg of ours, an evident Indi- 
cation what it is that has rendred our arguings fo 
invective, that d:vinity feems now an Artifice to 
elude Jaw by daily patronizing thofe Libdels, which 
would elfe be Obnoxious to csvtl Fuffice. . 
BUT I prefume there need no more be faid to 
evince this, whichhas, I fear, the atteftation of 
too many confciences, to be generally doubted ; 
the greater difficulty will be, to perf{wade the depo- 
- fiting of thofe Jufs, which though they are con- 
fe{tly the Boutefieus among us, have yet by I know 


not what Fafcination {0 endear’d themfelves, that. 


we tenacioufly retain them in f{pight of all their 
appendent Mifchiefs; nay, we cherifh and foffer 
_ them, and for that very purpofe briag them under: 
the covert of Religion. He that has but a puny 
vice, ifhe get it like Fob conceal’d and fhelter’d. 
in the Sanctuary, ‘twill not only dve,but reign too. 
Put on a Port and Majefty, and appear venerable 
upon the pretence of that Piety, whofe Effence 
and Being it evacuates and undermines. - 
INDEED fin never arrives at fo luxuriant a 
growth, as when it roots in hallowed ground, which 
Satan fo well knows, that he has ever been indu- 
{trious to plant it in that foil. Thus we find he 
had introduced the moft brutifh crimes into the re- 
ligion of the Gentiles, interwoven them into their 
Sacred Rites and Myfterses,till verte and vice had 
changed names, and it became psety to be Wick- 
ed, and profanenefs to be Innocent. And when that 
grofs deceit became detected by Gofpel-light, when 
| | ; he 
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he could not in the fame manner obtrude upon 
Chriftians, he yet found the way to do it more ob- 
liquely, and by ftarting thefe religtous quarrels, 
gave at once employment and reputation to the 
moft irreligious vices. For alas, what part of wild 
fury was there inthe Heathen Bacchanals, which 
we have not feen Equall’d if not Exceeded by 
fome intoxicated zealots ? Or what cruelty in their 
mof{t barbarous rites, which has not been matcht 
by the sabumanity of diflenting Chriftians?So that 
upon ajuftfcanning, all our fplendid pretence of 
Sanctity is but an emulation of Gentile Impurity 
under a better name;and while we damn Heathens 
for their Moral vertues,We are yet fo ftupid as to 
hope our felves to be faved by their wor/t vices. 
AN D, now who that does enough confider can 
think he can enough dewail this fad ftate of af- 
fairs: That Chriftianity fhould thus out-run it- 
felf, and bring us round to Gentsli/m again, 
whilft her Profeflors ridiculoufly contend for the 
title of the beft Chriftians, by /uch aéfs asdeno- | 
minate them none atall. Thus have we inverted 
the fignificancy of that Sacred Name,. and made it 
ferve only to upbraid the contrartety of our pra- 
lice; fothat that which was once the Index to 
point out all eMoraland Divine vertues,does now 
on the contrary mark out that part of the World, 
where leaft of them refide. This, this alone is the 
prize we have acquir’d with fo much fweat and 
bloud, this the Triumph we have brought to our 
Religion, which indeed.could never have funk to 
fuch a defpicablenefs by any Endeavours but our _ 
i Dd 4 onny 
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‘cx; for fo long as Chriftianity waged war only 
with forergn enemies fhe never mift to be vséfors- 
os, but fince that thefe inteftine- difcords have 
turn’d her force againkt her felf, Bella gers placuit 


rillos habitura triumphos, there is no poffibility of. 


fuccefs, the meer fight implies.a defeat, and the 
fords of all Parties meet in her bowels. "ITwasa 
caionate expoffulation that Fulia is faid to have 
us’d withher two fons Antonine and Geta, whofe 
animofities having prompted them to divsde the 
i°mpire, which they were joyntly to have enjoyed, 
ne askt them whether they would divide their 
xiotheralfo; implying how much their dzfcords 
had rackt and torn her. And fure our common Mo- 
t ver may make a yet {adder complaint ofher Sons, 
vy whofe unkind diffentions fhe is fo miferably 
_snangled, that fhe may cry out with the Pfalm:f, 
ity foul ¢ among Licns, and I lye among the Chil- 
dren of men that are fet on fire. | 
AND now if amidft all our smportuncte pre- 
‘ences to Piety, there be indeed any fuch thing 
staong us, methinks it fhould give us fome re- 
ivatings, make us fadly confidér to what a depl- 
rable condition we have brought that very religion 
on which we profefs to hang all our bopes; and 
would God thofe who are the moft nearly con- 
c-rned in this Contemplation would purfue it to 
r.¢ utmoft; let them on the one hand-fet the 
molt glittering temptations to Difcord, and on 
re other let them view the difmadl effeéts of it,and 
caen confider at howdear a rate they gratifica 
1 -w empotent Paffions. Can any man without Hor- 
oe - rour 
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rour think that his thir of Glory has brought 
difhonour to his Religion, and confequently to his 
God; that his cursous enquirses into things fecret, 
has helpt to Evacuate the more ufeful things Re- 
vealed ; or in fhort, that his purfust of his vari- 
ous snterefts and appetites has deftroyed what was 
fo incomparably more valuable, the bonour of the 
Gofpel,. the unity of the Church, and as mary 
fouls as have perifht by that fcandal. Twas as 
infamous a Character of inhumanity as the very 
Poets could feign of Diomedes, that he fed bus hor- 
fes with mans flefh ; but-dlas, that barbarity is here 


- infinitelyout-done, when Men nourifh far worfe 


oft 


bruits, their own unreafonable /ufs, with thofe — 
things that are moft facred. Certainly were the 
vaftnefs of this gusst throughly weighed, ’twould 
make men fick of thofe petty wretched acquefts 
they have thus purchafed, make them fling back — 
this price of bloud, I fay not with the fame defpair, 
but with as great remorfe and deteftation as Fudas 
did the filver pieces for which he fold his Mafter. 
‘Tis fure the crimes have-too great’an affinity, 
as in all other circumftances,fo efpecially in this, 
that as the one was, fothe other # moft frequent- 
ly the Guilt of an Apoftle, 1 mean of thofe to 
whom Chrift has committed the difpenfing of 
that Gofpel which they thus evacuate,and doubt- 


~lefs this isa confideration of great enhanfment, 


as that which fuperadds treachery to all the other 
peftilent sngrediests of the Crime ; tis the fal/- 
po og: moft important ¢ruf, for under words 
fignification we find the office of the — i- 

: ee ry 
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{try every where reprefented in Scripture, as Ste- 
wards, Ambaffadors, Shepherds, and confequent- 
ly the accounts of the fin muft {well fo much the 
_higher. . For a Steward to embexle thofe Goods 
he undertakes to manage; an Ambaffador to be- 
tray his Prince for whom he fhould negotsate; a 
Shepherd to worry that Flock which heis fet to 
guard, thefe are crimes that double their malig- 


nity from the quality of the Actors ; and yet this 


is undeniably the Guilt of all thofe whofe profe ffion 
having devoted them to the Church, have impiouf- 
ly chang’d the Scene, and devoted the Church to 
them, {ferv'd all their mean degenerous ends upon 
her ; and as Ghirurgeons are {aid fometimes to deal 
with profitable Patients, kept open, nay, widen- 

ed her wounds for their own advantages. = 
IT has been the Prieffs Litany as ancient as 
 -Foels time, Spare thy people O Lord, and grve not 
thine heritage to reproach; but now alas, ae fhall 
prevail with them to dothat themfelves which 
they beg of God, to {pare his people and his heri- 
tage; to proftitute them no morc to their own fi- 
| nifter defigns,nor by their vain and endlefs conten- 
tiens, expofe them as well to ruine as contempt.He 
were indeed a happy Orator that could in this ef- 
fectually intercede with them,though One would 
think the wonder fhould lye on the other fide, and 
the only ftrange thing be, that they fhould either 
need or refit fach a folicitation, it being fo much 
the concern ofall that ought, as well upon the 
{core of advantage as duty, tobe dear to them ; 
fo that the Church may moft aptly addrefs to — 
- | | oF 
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her Sons in the fame. form St. Paul does to the 
Philippsans when he conjures them to unity, Phil. 


- 2.1. If therefore there be any confolation in Ghrift, sf — 
. any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
. ny bowels and mercies, fulfil you my Foy that you.be 
like minded. And can it be poffible for any who 


Pe Bee 
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have tafted allor any of thefe, to think fit to 
wrangle them away ; to exchange thefe divine sr- 
vadiatsons, the Antepaft and Emblem of Heaven, . 
for thofe bitter diffentions, whofe Alphaand Ome- 
ga, their original and end are Hell, and doas live- 


. ly reprefent as they certainly lead to the horrour 
. and confufion of that land of Darknefs. | 


BUT if fomemens appetites be fo depraved, 


that they find more Melody in dsfcord, than in 


the harmony of the Angelick Quires, yet even 
thefe can, difcern Mufick in a confort of Plau-— 
dites, and feldom mifsto be affected with thofe 

Eulogies which are given themfelves; and there- 
fore though they Fi stoyn the Apoftles motives, 


Phil. 4.8. and will do nothing for vertue,yet they 


may he prefum’d more confiderate of Praife: 
And God knows, in a wrong fenfe they are too 
much fo; and fure, as we have already obferved 
by it, have made no {mall contributions to our dif: 
cords : yet did they meafure Glory by its right and 
proper ffandard, they would find they have all 
this while courted a fhadow, and that the fubftance 
will never be acquir'd by being fomenters of pub- 
lick Mifchief; but the unhappinefs of it is, that 
our Ecclefaftick as our Secular Duellifts abufe 


- themfelves with falfe notions of Honor, novel 


Opinions 
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~ Opinions and fubtile Queftions they think atteft 
the pregnancy and acutenefs of their Underftand- 
- ings, and give them reputation; but alas, how 
vain an imagination is this? Who admires the 
Sagacity ofthe Viper, that Eats her way through 
her mothers bowels °? Or who reverences a man for 
the (harpnefs of that Sword wherewith he commits 
his Paricide ? Nay, what more infamous brands 
have Records of all ages {tuck upon any, than 
thofe who were Ingeniofiffime nequam, & facunds 
mato publico, who us’d the beft Parts to the worft 
Ends, and with the preateft canning and artifice 
have contrived their mz{chtefs ? —_ 
BUT could we abftract from thefe pernictous 
effetis, and fuppofe that this exercéfe of their Fa- 
culties were innocent, yet fure it would be too 
. hight and impertinent to become matter of praife. 
He that fhould {pend all his Time in tysng inextn- 
cable Knots, only to baffle the Induftry of thofe 
that fhould attempt to unloofe them, would fure 
be thought not much to have ferv'd his generati- 
on. “Tisone ofthe certaineft Efsmates we can 
make of a man, to meafure him bythe emply- 
ments he chufes, if thofe be flight and trsfleng,they 
fuggeft the Perfon to have Jow thoughts; what an 
abafement of Majefty was it thoughtin Nero to 
— becomea Fidler and Stage-player; and Herodsan 
__ tells us, that men hoped no longer for any thing 
incely from Gommodus the Emperor, when he 
fad once lifted himfelf among the Fencers, and 
inftead of the magnificent Styles of his Predecef- 
fors, derived from the conquefts of great and pope. 
: _ | ous 
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ous Nations, aflumed This, The vanquifher of a 
Thoufand Gladiators: And certainly ‘tis nolefsa 
Aef{cent and diminution for thofe who were de- 
fign’d by God for the bigheft atchtevements, the 
Cubduing the Kingdom of Satan, and pulling 
down his {trong holds, to devote themfelves to 
thefe fo much ignobler contefts, and account their 
conquefis, not from the number of Souls won to 
God, but of Oppofers worftedin Argument. . In- 
deed, as we before obferv’d, they have now ren- 
dred the Church a kind of Theatre: Difputes are 
managed with fuch Sleight and Sophiftry, that at 
the beft, the L1iizants do but fet forth a fhew of 
Fencers: "Twere well if they didnot fometimes 
play the Gladiators, by that wounding deadly 
Sharpnefs they uf-, and ’twould be confider’d what 
a change is row made: In the Primitive times, 
none that own’d any relation to the Church were 


allowed to be pcétators of thofe Games, now. . 


That is made the Stage, and her ableft Perfons 
the -icéors. But certainly ’tis very little to the’re- 
pucation of thofe who have fo unworthily de- 


- baucht both itand themfelves; and therefore to 


all other diffwafives we may add this of the ucre- 
ditablene(s: For let men phancy what they pleafe 
of the Glery acquir’d in thefe opportunities of 
fhewing their parts, the beft that canbe faid of 
them is, that they ufe Wit foolifbly; A character 
whereof the onc part devours the other, and 
leaves not fo much as a mouthful of that popular 
air which thefe Gamalions gafp after. In a'word, 
though vain-glory bea principle I fhall commend 


to 
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' tonoman, yet in this cafe ‘twere more tolerable 
ifit would work the right way, put them upon 
what were really prazfe-worthy, and then fure 
*rwould encline them rather to clofe than widen 
the breaches of Sion. To inflict wounds on an un- 
refitting Patient, -is a thing that requires neither 
courage nor skill; every man can do that who has 
but ill nature enough ; but to cure them is an act 
at once of Art and Mercy, and entitles to the 
Praife ofboth; andtherefore ifany mans eager- 
ne{s of Glory have made him over-{ee the way to it, 
let him now at laft recover his wandrsngs, and 
feek it in this one only proper eMethod. 

BUT thisis, I confefs, a Topick of Perfwafi- 


on fitter for Philofophers than Divines, and I wih. 


I may have urp’d it impertinently ; it being much 
lefs fhame for me to have done fo, than for them to 
need fuchan Argument. There is another more 
genuine and proper, derived from the nature of 
diftributive Fuftice, which requires a man to do his 
Utmoff to repair the snjurtes he has done to any; 
this is fo ftateda rule, that all our Cafusfts juftly 
prefs it in all cafes of damage: But are there not 
many of them, who while they fo eagerly affert 
that obligation in other mens cafes, ti as David 
did in the matter of the poor mans Lamb, fevere- 
ly fentence that injuffice, whereof themfelves are 
more highly Guilty ? To every fuch 1 would {peak 
in the words of athan, and fay, thou art the Man. 
Alas, fhall every little trifle I purloin from my 
_ Neighbour have weight enough to fink me to the 
abyffe, and fhall thefts of the greateft pape 
| | | : the 
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| the robbing God of his fonour, the Church not 


onlyofher Patrimony, but her Peace, and the 
World of thofe ineftimable benefits, which from a 
uniform confonant Chriftianity were to have 
been tran{mitted to it? Shall thefel fay be fo 
flight and inconfiderable, as not to hinder his af- 
cent tothe hill ofthe Lord? Shall the leaft vto- 
lence | offer to the perfon of an Enemy oblige me 
to fatisfaétion, and fhall he rend and tear the body 
of his Saviour ( who willingly expos’d his natural © 
body only in tendernefs to that myftical one, - 
which is thus violated ) and fhall this criminous 

barbarity exact no offers towards amends ? Cer- 

tainly no man can have partiality enough to think 

it, and ifhe donot, he is to remember simfelf in- 

difpenfably engag’d to take the fame courfe he pre- 

{cribes to others, and with his utmoft induffry en-. 
deavour to repair the snjuryhehasdone. 

AND O that we might fee this fo effential a 
piece of Fuffice aflum’d among us, that our imper- ° 
tinent /trifes might be fuperfeded, and all mould- 
ed into the one noble Emulation, who fhall faftef 
unravel his own mifchiefs, and promote that 
peace he has hitherto difturb'd. This indeed were 
worthy to be the united defign of all learned men; 
and were it once fo, who knows how profperous 
it might be: For though fome fingle attempts 
have mifcarried, yet probably one great caufe 
why they do fo, was becaufe they were jingle. 
When one Perfon comes with pacifick arguments 
to part an enraged multitude,let his Reafons be ne- © 
ver fo convincing, they are not like to be much 

_ oe ) adverted 


a. 
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adverted to ; the only effec? is,that he who defign’d 
himfelfthe common Friend; is taken as the com- 
mon Enemy; but where many affociate infucha 
defign, and make a party for peace, their numbers 


give a confiderablenefs to their propofal, and pre- 


pare for their fuccefs. And were there fuch a com- 
.. bination in order to the Churches Quiet, it were 


more than poffible thicy might undermine the con- 


trary attempts of Faction and Difcord. 
-- AND why fhould not every man be ambitzons 
to make onc in this fo psous 4 confederacy, and re- 
folve moft {tudioufly to endeavour the compofing 
- the Diftractions of the Church, in which they 


may borrow fomething of sn(fruétion even from — 


their paft guilts, and copy out their own éndufiry 
tothis better purpofe. This is fure; our dy/- 
putes had never fo multiplied, had there not been 
a great deal of unbappy dsligence in nourifhing the 
feeds of them: Every controverted Tenet has been 
heightned and improved, till it have fpawn’da 


numerous brood, fothat thofe who at firkt diffegd, 


perhaps but in fome fewthings, wrangle on, till 
at laft they agree in fewer: Now were the like In- 
duftry applied the other way, it might fure do 
much tothe changing the whole Scene. If men 
would as nicely obferve the Principles of agree- 
ment between diffenting parties, and with as much 
Art and Care feek to dilate and {pread them ; why 
might not they as much overwhelm our Differen- 
ces, as they have been overwhelmed by them ? ’Tis 
fure that thofe Univerfal truths, to which all 
Parties affent, are, asthe clearef# for their Evi- 

: dence 
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dence, fo the moft important, for their Confe- 
‘quence: And why fhould not thefe, if rightly 
managed, beamore enforcing motive to Unity, — 
than the more fingular opinions (perhaps phancies) 
of fome men, can be to Difcord? Certainly 
would but our Mofes’s try what this red of Gedin | 
their hand could do, they would find it ableto 
devour all thofe of the Magicians. Would they 
like Benhadads Ambaffadors, catch hold of every 
- amicable’expreffion, any thing that looks towards 
| Peace, and clofein withit, they might probably 
fee Effeéts, beyond what can at ae be ex- 
pected. For fure Peace is not fucha dry Tree,fuch 
a Saplefs unfertile thing, but that it might fruéti- 
- fieand encreafe as well as Difcord, were therea 
_ juft care taken to cherifh and nourifh it. ; 
INDEED this Defign is the only Amulet 
~ which can render it fafe to look into controverfes, 
which are elfe apt to infufe a kind of acrimony, 
and venome into mens fpirits; For we fee many, 
whofe curtofity at firft brought them as uncon- 
cern d fpectators, do withinawhile engage with 
all earneftnefs in the conte: but thofe who ftu- 
dy difterences only with an aim of compofing 
them, thefe have their thoughts determin’d and 
fixt, and fonot left Icofe' to the enticements of 
any Party. Arifotle faysthat onthe Hill Ofm- 
pusthe Air is fo fubtile and piercing, that thofe 
who afcend thither, are forced to carry with them 
wet Spungesy by that moifture fomewhat to allay 
that extreme tenuity which otherwife would be 
deadly; and furethey that deal in controverfies, 
| . Ke hive’ 
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live in so. lefs corrofive an Air, ‘and therefore had 
need :uake the like provifion, and carry with 
them this ’acifick purpofe, as a Lenitive and Emol- 
Hient again{t the infectious jbarpnefs they will 
_ there meet with. he. 8 
AND now how bleffed a thing were it, if 
we could once thus follow the things that make 
for Peace, that the numberlefs. mutual. enmities 
which are now among us, may all be reduced in- 
 toone, that we may cht not again{t fingle Acdver- 
favies, but againft War itfelf, and contend 
again{t nothing but contention. And fure our vi- 
Ctory here were worth millions of thofe petty 
conque{ts wherewith men pleafe themfelves, and 
which acquire them fo: little of real advantage, 
that the can account which was given of Othe 
and Vitelléus, that the war wouid {wallow up the 
one, and the vséfory the other, is too applicable to 


our combatants, who are like to be equally un- ° 


happy in defeat or fuccefs. The Spartans had an 
Order that when any of their Generals had com- 
pafled his Defign by policy or treaty, he fhould 
facrifice an Oxe, but when by ferce and bloud- 
fhed, a Cock only: from the diftant values of 
which oblations, Plutarch obferves how much 
they preferr'd the Atchievements of calm and 
fober counfels, before thofe of (trength and power: 
but fure the difparity is more eminent in the 
prefent inftance, where if we fight we wound 
our Brethren, but if we unite we deftroy our Ene- 
my; bafHe and circumvent Satans Mafter-f{trata- 
gem, and not only worff but outwit him. ir 

| : tnis 
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this and this only is worth our Induftry, whereas 
thofe little defeats we give Each othet, are like ~. 
thofe ina civil War, wherein the publick is ftilk 
fure to bea Lofer'; upon which confiderdtioh the 
Romans allowed not their Captains to triumph: 


for fuch Victories; and fure our Chriffianity is 


very ill beftowed on us, if it have madé us fo 
much worfe natur’d, as to chufe thofe rainous 
Conquetts at home, before the moft glorious and © 


profitable ones abroad. - — 
—. "TWAS Abner’s admonition to Fozb, when | 


' 
A 


he wasina hot purfuit of the Ifraelstes, 2 Sam. 
2.26. Shall the [word devour for ever? knoweff . 
thou not that it will be bitternefs in the latter end ? - 
And fure ‘tis more than. time for our Leaders to 
make the fame reflection, and as. Fob did there, 


_ callbackthe People from following their Bre-— 


thren: Nay indeed, would they but attend, they — 
might hear themfelves called back ; the great Cap- 
tain of their Salvation founding a retreat from 


_thefe fatal skirmifhes. Xenophon in the inftitu- — 


tion of Grus tellsus of one Chryfanthus, whoin | 
the heat of battel had his hand lift up to strike an. 
Enemy, but hearing in the very inftant the — 
Trumpet founda retreat, ffopt hisblow. <A great 


— fobriety of courage fo to fhew more Zeal to the 


obeying his General, than the annoying his Enemy 3 
and an Inftance of much reproach to our Spiritual 
Combatants, who have fhewed themfelves fo much 
worfe difciplin’d, asin f{pight of daily repeated 
calls to Peace, {till to fait their Hoftilitry : But 
fure fuch an infolence is fo inconfiftent with the 

a 4 i ¢ | 2 pretence 
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pretence they make of fighting Gods Battles, that 
they muft either reform the one, or difclaim the 
other. | | | 
AND now if after all that hath or can be 
faid of the obligation, necéffity or advantages of 
Peace, we are put to the Pfalmifts Complaint, 
that there ave ftill thofe that will make them ready 
to battel: if men are of fo untreatable a Tem- 
per, that nothing can be obtain’d of them; what 
remains for thofe that are Peaceable and Faithful 
in Ifrael, but to bewail thofe Mifchiefs they can- 
not redrefS? Ifthe Church muft perifh, at leaft 
to give her Funeral rites, and if they cannot 
quench her flames, yet to bedew her ajhes with 
their tears.’ Tis true,we cannot yet fay the is quite 
dead ; but though fhe breaths yet in a few pious 
_ peaceful Souls, yet like a Palfied perfon, fhe {carce 
‘moves a Limb, fhe wants vigor to actuate the 
generality of her profeffors, and remains rather a 
trunk than a body: and fure if there be truth in that 
* Phyfical Aphorifm, which fays, that difeafes 


which crofs the temper and conftitution of the Pa- 


tient ave moft dangerous ; we may well conclude 
her defperate, there being nothing more repug- 
ning tothe very Elements and Principles of her 
- Being, thanthofe contentions under which fhe 
NOW groans. 

YET thereisan omnipotent Power to whom 
no Difficulties.are infuperable, an unerring Ply- 


_ fictan who inakes the moft hopelefs Difeafes, but 


the Triumph ofhis Art. O let us refort to him, 
andinvite his Aids in the fame pathetick form, 
a | _ where- 


oT a 


wherewith he was folicited for Lazarus, Jo.11.3. 
Lerd, behold fhe whom thou loveft 1s fick: She for — 
whofe fake thou enduredft fuch contradiction of |. 
frnners again{t thy felf, is now by the contradicti- 
on of her own Children, - languifhing and ex- 
piring: fhe for whom thou pouredit out thy 
bboud, lies weltring in her own; Lord, fave or fhe 
perifheth: Were fuch Petitions enforced and in- 
geminated by the daily breathing .of humble de- 
vout hearts, who knows how prevalent they 
mightbe. In this fenfe alfo Heaven might fuf- 
fer violence; nor is there any better countermine 
to ali the outrages acted upon Earth than by ma- 
king them thus reverberate in our cries and . 
prayers. a _ : 
AND perhaps ths Confideration will draw 
us all, even the moft peaceful of us into the guilt 
of a negative Acceffarinefs to the prefent Mif- 
chiefs. ' There are divers that diflike our. conten- 
tions, andblame the abettors; but yet with fuch 
Unconcern’dnefs and Indifferency, as that where- 
with we commonly talk of the. combuftions of fo- 
reign States, wherein we rather exprefs our 
Fudementthan our refentments, and do make it 
more our difcourfe than our concern. Andeven - 
of thofe who have in fome degree laid it to heart, 
who is there that has not been fome way fae 
in the ardency, or frequency of his interceffions ¢ 
Let every one ferioufly interrogate his ownHeart, 
and I fear “twill witnefs to him, that his own pri- 
vate concerns are much apter to excite his devo- 
tons. “Letus remember with what paffion and 


Ee 3. impor 
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gmportunity we invoke God in our particular oxi; 


ents, and confider whether we are equally af- 
fected with thofe of the Church: Haft thou been 
like Hezekiah, fick unto death? And haft thou 
with him wept fore,and vehemently folicited a re- 
covery ? Has thy effate been invaded by Oppref- 
fion, thy fame by Slanderand Detraction ? And 
haft thou with loud and earneft cries, appealed 
to that God to whom vengeance belongs? Or haft 
_ thoubeen in that condition which is proverbial 

for fetting men to their prayers? Haft thou like 
 -Fonas been in a ftorm, in minutely expectation 
cfbeing fwallowed up by the waves, if not the 
Whale; and inthis Extafie of fear, when as thy 
foul was, as the Pfalmift {peaks, even melted away 

becaufe of thé Trouble, hatt cried unto the Lord, 
and even out-nois’d the billows in thy clamo- 
rous importunities for aid ? Haft thouinall, or 
any of thefe eftates been thus affected for thy 


felf? Then remember whether thy refentments _ 


have been proportionable for that which is much 
. better than thy felf: Ifthe no lefs imminent and 


preffing dangers of the Church, have not as much 


awakened thy fervor, given as fharp and piercing 


- an accent tothy Prayers, thou muft needs con- 


fefs, thou haft faln fhort, of what thou fhouldeft 
~ and mighteft have done towards her refcue. 

AND ifthisInquifition be smpartially made, 
who among us can plead not gurlty? And there- 


fore in reflections upon our paft omiffions, we > 


_ are in juffice oblig’d to redouble our Zeal, to fay 
over again our Tepid heartle/s prayers, and in- 
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‘flame them with a Coal from the Altar; anear- 
neft affectionate Concern for all that is holy, 
{uch as may prompt ustocry, and that mightily 
to God: We fee the Nimevites could do it when 
there was-no vifible approach of danger, but 
meerly upon the prefage of a {tranger Prophet, 
backt with the confctoufnefs of their own Guilt: 
J fear we more than equal them in the /atter Mo- 
tive, I am fure we far exceed themasto the for- 
mer. The miferies we are to deprecate being not 
only under denunciation and threat, but actually © 
uponus, though withal fo improvabic, that af- 
teral]l.the black Catalogue our Experience brings 
in, our Fears meet us with the dottomle/s Pro- 
phetick menace, Efay 5.25. for all this bis Anger 
is not turn'd away, but his hands ftretched cut Stell. 
Tis the ufyal Oeconomy of divine Juftice to 
make our Crimes our Punifbment, and to giveus 
up to thofe ts, which were at firft, our own de- 
praved’chotce; and God knows we have too much 
reafon to fear this may be our cafe: That we 
who have fo perverfly violated all the bands of 
Unity, wantonly wrangled our felves out of all 
inclinations to Peace, ‘fhould never beable tore- ~ 
fume them; that all thofe gentle breathings of 
Grace, by which exa/perated Paffions are to be 
cool’d and tempered, fhould be withdrawn, and 
we finally be given up to be diffipated by thofe 
Whirl-winds our felves have rais’d: That Ghri- | 
fleanity which we have made the ftale and Pro- 
perty toourirregular appetites, us’d only as fig- 
leaves to hide our (bame, fhould wither and shrink 
Ke 4 into — 
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intonothing; and that we who could not agree 
in what manner to retain it, fhould at laft too 
_ well agree to renounce it. 

T HIS alas, as it is the fearfullef, fo is it 
the probableft fue of our wild Contentions, fuch 
as nothing but the miraculous Effluxes of divine 
Clemency canavert. O let us. with all the groans 
and tears, fo deplor’d a Condition exacts, addrefs 
thither, importunethe father of Mercses to pity 
us, who know not howto pity our felves, and 
that though we have caft off a bowels, yet that 
we may find them all concenter’d #7 him: that 
he will heal our wounds ; and which of all others 
is the moft defperate, our unwitllingne(S to be 
healed: that the Spirit of Peace may overfhadow 
us, and imprefs on us the dove-lske qualsties of 
Mecknefs and Gentlenefs: that he would refcue 
our Religion from our Profanation,not by taking 
zt from Us, but by conforming ws to It: Finally 
that he would do for us, not only above what we 
can ask or think, but beyond what we would wif 
or chufe, and not fuffer us to acquire the Miferies 
we fo eagerly purfue. oo 

THIS dsving interpofition alone is it that can 
poffibly fecure us, and indeed the fuit amounts to 
no lefs, than that he will force upon us the Blef- 
fing we refif?, anddo us good againft our wills, 
which is fo bolda requeff, that they had need be 
more than ordinary Favourites that fhall prefer 
it. Thofe bands muft be very pure, that are lift 
up in fuchan interceffion: and therefore all that 
undertake it are obliged to qualifie themfelves for 

Ae | it, 
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it, by purging out not. only the /even of Malice 
and Strife, but all other filthine of the Flefh 
and Spirit: without This, we can ‘never approve 
our felvesto intercede in earneft ; for-what can 
be more ridiculous than to deprecate the ruine of . 
Chriftianity by the contentions of other men; 
when our felves contrive it by fome other vice of | 
our own ? This is not to defire it fhould /:ve, but 
that none but we fhould és// it. “Twill there- 
fore concern thofe who wifh the Peace of the. 
Church, to examine whether they do as much 
project for her Purity ; otherwife ‘tisa mockery 
to pretend fuch a jealous tenderne(sforher. We 
have feen there are more ways than one, by which 
Chriftian practice may be evacuated, and it mat- 
ters little from whence that Wind blows that 
fhip-wracks our Piety.’ Yet ‘tis not to be denied 
that ofall thofe tempefiuous blafts, this of our con- 
tentions is the rougheft and moft fatal. ’Tis in- 
deed not a fingle guft,but an encounter and f{trug- 
ling of feveral conttary winds; and God knows 
no poetscal defcriptien can out-doe the horror of 
the {ftorms they have rais’d; yet for ought I dif- 
cern, there is nothing that is lefs vulgarly accu- 
fed, which I muft account to the Reader, as the 
caufe why I have detain’d him fo tong upon this 
Head; and given ita /ength fo: unproportionable 
to the preceding parts of this Difcourfe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 
The Glofe, 


7 E have now feen the unhappy viddle 

of the Unchriftiannefs of Chriftians 

7 unfolded, have obferv'd the Origi- 
nals and Caufes of That whichis too notortous to all 
the world in its Effects. And though in this curfory 
view the Reader is not to think he has any fuch com: 
pleat difcovery, as fhould fuperfede his own farther 
inquifition, yet as it may ferve toawaken, fo fome- 
what to affift his Induftry, geve him fome light and 
infight inte the wiles of Satan: and by branding fome 
of the chief of thofe cheats which have robb'd us of aur 
Piety, prepare for the deteétion of the whole Con- 
- federacy: in the interim this Specimen may ferve 
to Stop his wonder at the ruinous eftate of Chriffians- 
ty, for though tis true that it was compacted of all 
the moft incorruptible materials, had all the har- 
mony of parts which the moft exact krame and 
~ Compofure could give it, and fowas qualified both 
_ for ftrength and beauty, te -bave defied all the in- 
juries of Time; yet while foe bas fo many Undermi- 
ners, tis not Strange to fee ber in the duit, there be- 





ing noone of thefe, efpecialy that I laft infifted on, 


which has not deftructive efficacy enough; firft ta 

deface, and then to ruine her. - = 
BUT it is but an unprofitable acqueft to know the 

Authors of our mi{chiefs if we Stop there, thss enqutry 


being matter not of meer Curiolity, bus of the near- 
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eft and moft preffing Intereft: we fearch not after 
eMalefaétors for their acquaintance, but for their 
punifhment, and our own fecurity; and all our 
difcoverses of this kind are vain, if we <p them 
not to that purpofe. Let me therefore conc 
this earneft Petition to the Reader, That he will 
not to all the native Defeéts of this difcourfe, add 
this accidental one that st (hall be perfeétly imperti- 
nent ; «a meer wafte of his Time and my own; which 
it will inevitably prove, if st engage him not in an 
- earneft profecution of thofe Delinquents st hath 
impeacht; and in as earne(} an endeavour tovepatr 
the Mifchiefs they have wrought. 7 
IN fhort, let every man depofit what he has here 
read, not with his memory- only, but bis confci- 
ence, let him there fertoufly ponder the Excellen- 
cy of that holy vocation, as S. Paul terms it, 
Eph. 4. 1. towhich he is call’d: and then as fe- 
rioufly confider, whether he have, as the Apoftle 
there exhorts, walked worthy of it; if be find he 
have uot ( as alas, whots there thathas?) Let him 
Search out as the particulars, fo the caufes of his 
Mifcarriages: diligently fift out thofe Fallacies — 
of Satan, or his own heart;. thofe fly Delufions 
which have made him att thus prepofteroufly a- 
gainft all the Conviétions of common reafon, natu- 
. rab confcience, or Christian experience; and 
when he has difcovered, let him make no delay to 
refcue himfelf from their Treacheries, but manfully 
break thofe withs and cords ( which ave too weak 
to hold any that will but sn earneft remember, he is— 
| aNazarite,-4 Perfon confecrate to God.) hea 7 


udewith 
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dy refit the infidious careffes of thofe Dalilah’s, 
which will deliver not Himfelf only, but the Ark 
tothe Philiftines. Nor is he to content bimfelf 
with bis own lingle e{cape, but to propagate the de- 
liverance to as many ashe can; let bim blazon | 
and stigmatize thofe \mpofters ( forts 4a combi- 
ning with them to conceal them) warn and caution 
others agazn(t thofejugling Artzfices, by which him- 
felf was entrapped, and make bu own flip-wracks 4 
Sea-mark for the fecuring the courfe of other Paffen- 
gers. This the Effect of Chrifts admonition to 
S. Peter, ‘when thou art converted ftrengthen 
thy brethren ; and a ptece of that Fraternal charity 
we all owe to every particular Soul, ta whom-we have 
opportunity to difpence tt.’ = 
. BUT befides that private Obligation, st be- 
comes a duty upon a higher, and more publick /Ac- 
count, it being the only way to take off that Scandal 
_ we have brought upon our Religion; which as it 
was not contratied by the irregularities of ome er 
two perfons, but by affoctated and common crimes; 
fonesther will st be removed by afew fingle, and pri- 
vate Reformations; there muff be combinations, 
and publick Confederacies in Vertue, to balance 
and counterpotfe thofe of Vice, or fhe will never rece- 
ver that priftine honour which fhe acquired by the ge- 
neval Piety of her Profeffors. In thofe primitive 
days there was fuch an abhorrence of all that was 
IM, that avicious perfon was lookt on as a kind of 
_ Monfter or Prodigic, and like a putrified Member 
cut off, as being not only dangerous, but noifome 
_ tothe Body: but alas, the Scene, w fo chang’d, = 
= | | the 
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the Church # now made up of fuch as fhe would then 
have caft out; and tts now as remarkable an Occur- 
vent to find a good Chriffian, as tt was there to fee 2 
bad: and fince every thing ts effimated not according 
to tts rave and cafual,but frequent ufual Operations, 
"ts eafie to conclude, that Chriftianity has lost as 
much inits Repute, as it appears to have done in 
sts Efficacy: nor will there be any way of repairing 
st, till We be generally rendred fo malleable to its 
impreffions, that our Lives may attest its Force 
and Energy. 
N AY indeed "ts not only its honour, but its 
being & concern’d init, aélive Principles ceafe to 
be when they ceafe to act. You cannot hinder the 
fire to burn but by putting it out: and to fupprefs - 
the Operation of our Religion indeed to extinguifh 
st; at leafi to deprive st of its proper and fpecifick — 
att: fo that ifit can be faid tobe; *tts only by that 
abufe of fpeech which calls a dead or painted man, 
aMan: It may perhaps be avizor for the Hypocrite, 
aStale for the Ambitious, a wath or tincture for 
the Covetous ; but where it ws thefe, it ceafes tobe 
itfelf. The eflence and being of ‘Chriftianity is 
practice; and acvurding to = Tet and proof 
thereof, where almcft can it be faid to Escistin the 
world? We have indeed fome images and fhadows of 
| ts Some have taken its picture, but the fubftance 
and {folid body is vanifhed, refolu'd into Air, and 
feems fadly to have moraliz’d the poetick Fable of 
|. Sybills detng worn into’ 4 voice, we have turn’d it 
intoameer noifeand found; nay, which is worfe, 
into an Echo, that flattering complying — 
= whic 
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_ruine, but we thofe of our {afety: | 
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which reverbevates every mans own language tohim: 
Men dsétate to their Religion, and then willneeds 
perfwade themfelves and others, that their Religion 
dittates to them, will have the rebounds of their 
own Fancy or Luft pafs for Divine Oracles ; fo ful- 
orning this Asery fant aftick Ghrifttanity to legitimate 
thofe practices, which the real folid one forbids and 
TO this difmal forlorn effate have we brought 
that which was defigned to bring us to bhifs, herein 
far exceeding the barbarity of the bruti(h Sodomites, 
they would have violated the Sag Sa of their 
e having not 

only negletted, but vilified and reproacht the Em- 
bafly fent us from Heaven, and snftead of embra- 
cing that purity and peace tt recommended tous, 


have done our Parts to make st forgotten that ever 


it was fent upon any fuch Errand; and indeed foit 
like to be, if fome Heroick piety do not revive sts 
Memory, and teach us tovecord it not fo much in 
our books as lives: There, and theve only st will be 


univerfally legible, there it would indeed appear, 
what it in its own nature, the power of God unto 


Salvation. | ; 
AND now why fhould we not ah Emuloufly con- 
tend, who fhall firft put off that ugly vizor we have 
put upon our Religson, and reftore st to tts. native 
form; efpectally confidering that with its Beauty 
we lofe its Dowry too; forfert all thofe glorzous Re- 
wards which st promifes to them that preferve st im- 
maculate. °I# only 4 pure and undefiled Religi- 
on that will inveft ws in thofe white robes, wherein 
| ; | we 
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we are tofollow the Lamb. And fure thofe who have 
here endeavoured to darken and extinguith al the 
rays of Spiritual Light, that have lived .as if they 
profefé Chrifianity meerly in fpight to defame it, 
muft never hope st fhall bring them to fhine as the. 
Sun in the Kingdom of their Father, or procure 
them the ee blamelefS Souls. No, st pro- 
mifes no other Crown than that of Rightcoufnefs, 
and therefore they that want the Righteoufnefs mut 
want the Crown alfo: Nay, befides that fo sne/tt- 
mable a Reverfion, they lofe all thofe prefent Joys 
and {atisfations which true Chriftian prattice 
would afford them, and which both in re(peét of the 
intenfenefs and duration, infinitely exceed the moft 
profufe fenfualities the World ever tafted. 
THESE are interefts that are fure Important 
enough, and yet we muft be woed to confider them, | 
nay, that does not prevail neither, but witha per- 
ver fe Goynefs we hold off; all the folicitations and 
zmportunare Calls of God ave lookt upon as Artifices 
and Defigns, as ifhe bad fome Ends of his own to 
Serve upon us, and (as the Corinthians Sufpetted 
‘St. Paul ) meant to make a gain of uss. we treat with 
him as tf he were the Perfon to be advantaged, and 
barter for Heaven with fuch an Indifference, as if Ie 
would want Us mere than We It: never confidering 
that ‘tts impoffible for him to have any other Con- 
cern, than that which hr Compaffion to us creates, 
and the more carneft and paffionate That , the 
amore tt fhould excite our own care, it being the Ex- 
tremefi degree of perverfe Folly, to abandon and 
defpife our own Intere/t meerly becaufe a Eviend or 
Patron 
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Patron confiders and prizes tt. And this brand 
muft lye upon every one-of us, who fill refufe to dif- 
cernthe things that belong to our Peace, after 
God has dond fo much torender them not only vifible 


- + but attainable. ae 


WHAT phall I fay more, but conclude with 
Chrifts paffionate with, that we might in this our 
day, underftand the things that belong to our 
Peace, and O that the Spirit of Peace and Light 
would defcend among us, illuminate us with that 
true practical Wifdom, which may convince us, 
that our Duty and Intereft are the fame thing under 
feveral forms, and that while we impioufly caf of 
_ the one, we do as footsfhly betray the other. That 


fo thofe ineftimable advantages our Chrsftianity | 


gives towards both, may not be thus madly loft, ferve 


_only as a price in the hand of a Fool, who hath no 


heart toit, Prov.17. And to this end bet us hum- 
bly and earneftly invoke the Father of lights, to illu- 
minate all thofe whom the God of this world hath 
blinded, that after he hath fent into the world the 
Image of his own eternal brightnefs ; caufed the Sun 
of Righteoufnefs fo long to rine upon us, st may not 
ferve only to involze usin that moft dreadful con- 
demnation; which awaits thofe who love darknefs 
moretnan light ; but that anfwersng the purpofe of 
 ourholy calling, walking as Children of light, we 

may vindicate that Chriftian profeffion which we 
have fo defamed, fecure to our felves the light of 
Gods countenance here, and that of bis glory here 


after. | 
- FINIS © 


| 
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| TO -THE READER. 
OT x to be hoped that as this Treati fe - enter- 
| I tain'd many; it has alfohad an effeét much mare 
defirable,. shough lefs comprehenfi ve, to mend and 
convince fome. And whilft it gave an account of the 
general DECAY OF) JHRISTIAN 
PIETY. in the prefent Age; has alfoinviteda 
few atleafl, toits purfuit and fervice. Wpon thefe 
| bopes the Author has been perfwaded to add thig 
shore Specimen of PRIVATE DEVO. | 
TIONS, thatif the fober and confiderin 
der shall find at any time his heart toucht and if 
he may have in readine{s wherewith to aftuate bis ho- 
ly flames, and afi him in bis addreffst to the Throne 


of Grace. 
#F f = > -PRI- 
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$L08GR 8F NERS 
PRIVATE DEVOTIONS 
Referring to the feveral parts of the 
—* before-going Treasife. 





~ BLESSED Lord, who art inf- 
nitely holy and happy in thy felf, and 
JS from whom alone we derive the poffibi- 
lities of being either ; we proftrate our {elves be- 
fore thee, inan humble adoration of thy abun- 
dant goodnefs, and a juft confufion at our own 
 deteftable ingratitude: we were aliens and ene- 
‘mies to thee by our corrupt affections, and un- 
_ podly works, yet even to us haft thou been recon- 
ciled, nay bought the attonement with the pre- 
cious bloud of thy dear Son : thou haft fent him 
- tobe the propitiation for our fins ;.and ( which 
- isnolefs mercy ) to be the fubduer of them too, 
fenteft him by his divine Example and admirable 
Precepts, to blefs us in turning every one of us 
_. from his iniquities. Thou haft given us a Law 
fo perfect, foexcellent, as renders our obedien- 
_ces their own reward, and yet fuperaddeft alfo 
an eternal weight of glory to be’its future retr- 
bution: and left our brutal ternper Should not 
be attracted by all this, thou haft hedg’d up onr 
way with thorns, annext a prefent uneafinl 
an 


~. , 
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and fubfequent danger to our deviations, fo by — 
the menaces of Hell eflaying to fright us into 
Heaven: and to actuate and enliven all thefe me- 
thods, thou addeft the internal affiftances of thy 
Grace and Spirit to excite us to good, to reftrain 
and avert us from ill, and finally advance us to 
the meafure of the ftaturé of the fulnefs of 
Chrift. Andnow, OLord, after all thefe ob- 
ligations, all thefe aids, what manner of perfons 
ought we to be, in all holy converfation and god- 
Tinefs? But alas, to our eternal reproach, we 
have fignaliz’d our felves by contrary practice ; 
blafphem’d that holy. Name whereby we are. 
call’d, and by our enormious lives, fcandaliz’d 
our profeffion, and madeit as eminent for vice; 
as it fhould have been (and once was ) for vertue. 
Our knowledge of thy will ferves only to enform - 
uss whertin we may moft oppofe it; and while | 
we call our felves Chriftians, we commit fach 
things as dre not fo muchas named among. the 
Gentiles. Nay; OLord, folittle do we retain» 
of the power of Godlinefs, that the greateft part 
of Men have now caft off the very form, deny the 
Lord that bought them, trample upon all that is 
facred ; -and not only think, but loudly fay there 
isno God. Thus inftead of regulating our man- 
ners by our faith, we model our faith by our man- 
ners, dnd reap nothing by our Chriftianity, but 
the guilt of Apoftacy, and the fearful expectati- 
on of that fiery indignation which awaits thofe 
_ who have thus trampled under foot the Son of 
God,- and done — "4 the Spirit of Grace. | 
| 2 | 


440 PRIVATE DEVOTIONS. 


And now, O Lord, when the foundations are caft 
down, what can the righteous do? What coun- 
terpoize can the groans and tears of thofe few 
who mourn in Sion be to fuch general, fuch da- 
ring impieties? Yet O God, thou haft in all 
ages ftrangely condefcended to the interceffion 
of thy Servants. O Bow thy Heaven again and 
~ come down, andhear the prayers of thofe who 
defire to fear thy name: and let them not only 
deliver their own Souls, but obtain mercy for 
this perverfe generation, even fuch a mighty 
grace asmay yet reduce us. O thou who didft 
‘at firftcall us out of Darknefs into thy marvel- 
~ lous light, recall us now from that worfe dark- 
nefs, wherein we have involved our felves, put 
thy Laws a-new in our hearts, and write them in 
ourminds: And after fo many Years, fo many 
Ages of being call’d Chriftians, let us at laft be- 
gintobe fo. Revives O Lord, that Primitive 
zealand fanctity, which may purifie us to thy — 
felf a peculiar people zealous of good works. 
And O thou blefled Mediator, who prayedft for 
thy firft crucifiers, intercede alfo ie us, who 
have under the name of Difciples crucified thee 
afrefh : and though we have nothing to fay for 
our {elves, cannot pretend that we knew not 
what we did; yet let thy ftripes and wounds, 
thy crofs and paffion plead for us. Thou didft 
once lead captivity captive, O ftir up thy 
{treneth again, and let not Satan now triumph 
in thy fpoils, and defecrate thy Church which 
thou haft purchafed with thine own bloud. Oe 
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let thy bleffed Spirit breathe again upon us, that 
even thefe dry bones may live in thy fight: let 
him fo effectually convince and reprove, illumi- 
' nate and excite us, that we may cleanfe our 
 felves from all filthinefs of Hefh and fpirit, walk. 
worthy of that holy vocation wherewith we are 
called, and be capable of thofe glorious rewards 
which are prepard for thofe who fight a good - 
_ fight, finifh their courfe, and keep the Faith: © 
- ‘where we fhall ceafe to grieve, to fufter and to 
* fin; but never ceafe to live and to be happy: 
' finging perpetual Hallelujahs to him that fits up- 
* on the Throne, to the has — and to the. 
Lamb forevermore. Amen. | 





A. LITANT 


GOD the Father of Heaven, the God | 
}of Angels and of Men, the Father of © 
-compaffions, ofconfolation and life ; 
~ Have mercy upon us miferable finners. : 
-OGod the Son, the Eternal welbeloved Son, 
by whom the finful race of Men become the Sons 
of God ; 

Have mercy upon us, Bc 
O God the Holy Ghoft, the f{pirit of om | 
ofholinefs and grace, by whom we receive the 

Adoption, and the earneft of our hope ; 

_ Have mercy-upon us, &c. : ” be 
Oholy, bleffed and glorious Trinity, diftin: | 

eg guifht as in Perfon, fo in the various difpenfati- | 
Ef 3 - ons 
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ons of the work of our Redemption; united as 
in Effence, fo in the Acts of kindnefs ‘and com: 
paffion to Men ; | 
Have mercy uponus, & 
That it may pleafe thee to create in usclean 
hearts, and to renewa right fpirit within us, to. 
_ yefcue us from all the deceits of the World, the 
Devil and our own Hearts. - 
° We befeech thee to bear us good Lord. . 
That it may pleafe thee to grant that all who 
have been baptiz’d into Chrift, may indeed put 
on Chrift; ferioufly weigh, .and induftrioufly 
anf{wer the obligation of their holy calling; not 
reft in the form and outfide of Religion, whilft 
by a retchlefs inconfideration they enervate the 
power and efficacy thereof. 
We befeech thee, &c. : | 
That it may pleafe thee fo to guid our confide. 
ration, that we do not thereby more enfnare our 
felves, entertain thofe delufions which fatter us 
with hopes of reward, without performing duty, 
but that by an impartial advertency to all thy f- 
cred dictates ; we may be engag’d toa conftant, 
’ entire obedience, and work out our falvation with 
fearandtrembling, _ 
We befeechthee, & = 
That it may pleafe thee to open our Eyes that _ 
we may fee the wondrous things of thy Law, to 
convince us that it is holy, jult and good, fweet: 


- . erthan hony and the hony-comb, and that all our 


objections to it arife only from our being carnal 
and fold under fin. | | 
“uae f We 
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We befeech thee, &c. : | 
That it may pleafe thee to remove all our car- 


‘nal prejudices, and vicious prepofleffions ; andto | 
enable us to meafure thy precepts by the rules of . 


right reafon, andan illuminated confcience ac- 

cording to the analogy of thy holy -faith once de- 

livered to the Saints. | ll 

> We befeech thee, &e. | 

_ ‘That it may pleafe thee to infpirit us by thy ' 
grace, that we may not only approve, but obey 


thy commands, conquer all the difcouragements — 


of floth or vice, and chearfully fet to the practice 
of Chriftian duty, that fo we may experimen- 
_ tally find how {weet the Lordis. - 
We befeech thee, &c. -  s 

- ‘That it may pleafe thee to put thy fear in our 
- hearts, that,we never depart from thee, but 
_ equally obey thee in all things, not indulging to 
any favourite fin, but entirely refign and capti-. 
vate every thought to the obedience of Chrift. 

| Webefeechthee, &e. 7 
_, Thatie may pleafe thee to take thefe ftony 
. hearts out of us, andto give us hearts of Flefh; 


fuch as may melt atthe apprehenfion of our fins - 


and thy difpleafure. 

| We befeech thee, &c. - - Be _-s 
That it may pleafe thee to endue us with a_ 

 yightjudgment, that we deceive not our felves., 

. with fhews and formalities of repentance; but 

- bring forth indeed frnits meet for it. 

| We befeech thee, &c. 


. That it may pleafe r awake us from our 


Fi4 - fupine 
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fupine and dangerous dependance on a future re- 
pentance, and make us in this our day difcern 
_ and embrace the things belonging to our Peace, 
fo anfwering thy prefent calls,’ that we may not 
at laft cald when thou fhalt only laugh at our ca- 
lamity, and mock when our fear'‘cometh. . 
We befeech thee, &c. | 

That it may pleafe thee to poffefs our fouls 
with a juft reverence, and right apprehenfions of 
thy eflence and attributes, that we may not form 
our belief of thee by our own phancies or wifhes, 
but by thofe, revelations thou haft given of thy 
felfinthy word. | ae | 

| We befeech thee, &c. - 3 | 

That it may pleafe thee to reftrain our bold 
Curiofity in prying into thy counfels and de- 
' crees, and make us wife unto Sobriety, refervin 
{ecret things unto the Lord our God, and ftudy- 
— revealed ones, for the regulating of our | 

ives. ne aN 4 
We befeech thee, &c. . | ——_ 

_ That it may pleafe thee to give us fuch an awe 
of thy juftice, that we may fear to provoke it, . 
not expecting thou fhouldeft repent of thy judg- 
ments, when we do not of our fins, nor phancy- 
ing that any milder vengeance attends our final 
 obftinacy than unquenchable fire. 

| We befeech thee, &c. | - | 

_ That it may pleafe thee to grant us fuch a 
fenfe of thy mercy, that we may never fay there 

is no hope, or excufe our incorrigiblenefs by our 
_defperation, but that the goodnefs of God am 
| . | lea 
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: \ead us to repentance, yet let us never fo pre- | 
' fume on it, as to fin that Grace may abound. . 
| 


We befeech thee, &c. 
That it may pleafe thee to enable us with all 


: due regard to obferve, and humility to adore, the 


difpenfations of thy Providence, not pretending — 


_ tofathom thy fecret intendments, but endea- 


-—# 


- fion of falling. 


- vouring fo tocomply with all fignal difcoveries 
of thy purpofes towards us, that what thou de- 


figneft for our.wealth, may not be to usan occa- 


We befeech thee, &e. ag 
That it may pleafe thee, that ame every event, 


whether National or Perfonal, we may {till infer 
_ the obligation and neceffity of turning from our 
- fins; that gratitude for paft mercies may allure 
- us to good, and fear - 
| may drive us from evil. 


——— as 


We befeech thee, Bec. | | 
That it may pleafe thee to. infpire the univer- - 
fal Church with the Spirit of Truth, Unity and 


_ Concord, that there may be no divifions among 
, us; but that we may be perfectly joyn'dtoge-- 
_ ther, inthe fame mind, and in ne fairie meg:  . 


ment. = 
We befeech thee, &c. 
That it may pleafe thee;. wherein fever sng ate 
contrary-minded,to reveal thy trath to thems a 
in the interim fo to allay thofe heats our differen- 
ces have .caus’d; that amidft ‘the diverfities of 


_ judgment, we may'keep the wey’ of the Spirit, 


in th c e bond of Peace, | | | 
Webefeech thee, &&.  « That 


io 
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That it may —. thee to deliver us: fromal 
the unhappy effects of our contentions, and to | 
- purge us from all the criminous caufes of them, 
and fotoheal our breaches, that Ferufalem my 
again become a City at unity initfelf. — | 
Webefeech thee, &c. : 

That it may pleafe thee to grant that we n 
longer dote about queftions; and f{trifes of wort 
whereof cometh Envy, Railing, evil Surmifes; 
but fo bufie our felves in practick duties, tht 
we may not fear when our Lord comes to be fount 
_ fodoing. | , 

e befeech thee, &c. — 7 

Son of God we befeech thee to hear us. 

O Lamb of God that takeft away the fins af 
the world ; - 
| Grantusthy Peace. = | 
~ OLamb of God that takeft away the finsel 
the world ; , oe _— 

“Have Mercy upon us. ~ | 

O Chrift hear us. | 


Lord have mercy upon us. 

Ghrift have mercy upon us. 
Lord have mercy upon ys. 7 
| UR Father which avt in Heaven + Halon 
| be thy Name, &c. | | 


O Lord deal not with us after our Sins, 
. Neither reward us after our Intquities. — 


—— Alenighty 








Lord. 


ee Se  cec3O8MOO 
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2 Lmighty God, who fheweft to them that 


be in Error the light of thy truth, to the 


intent that they may return tothe way of righte- 
-oufnefs: prant unto all them that be admitted to 


the fellowfhip of Chrifts: Religion, that they 


may efchew thofe things which be contrary to 
their profeffion, and follow all fuch things asare | — 


agreeable to the fame; through Fefus Chrift our — 


Merciful Saviour, who fo lovedft thy 
Church, as to give thy felf for her, look 


again on her with thy compaffionate eyes, who 


now needs a fecond redemption, even a refcue 
from her felf; from the unnatural iffue of her 
own bowels. Lord thou feeft the miferable ftate 
to which fhe is reduced, by our wild contentions, 
that fhe has. at once loit her purity, and her 
ce, and is become an Acheldema, a field of 
bloud. Lord where is thy pity and the founding 
of thy bowels towards her, are they reftrained ¢ 
O remember thy old loving kindnefs, the love of 


- thy efpoufals, andas thow-wert once a Lamb to 
 expiate her guilts, fo be thou now a Lion to vin- ' 


dicate her wrongs; ftrikeadread into the hearts 


’ ofall, who have contributed to her ruine, and 


make them know that who fo touches her, touch- 
eth the apple of thine Eye. O let not her ftill 


fink under the oppreffion of our fordid — | 
| ofe 


and irregular appetites, -nor be devoured by t 
wha pretend to guard her. Give her Paftors af- 
a SO , ter 


——_ 


” 


| always abound in the work of the Lord, br 98 
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ter thine own heart; let her Priefts be cloath’d 
with righteoufnefs, and wafh their hands in in- 
‘nocence before they compafs thine Altar. Olet 
not any vain ambition for themfelves, make them 
expofe and proftitute the honour of their God: 
no affectation of that knowledge’ which puffeth 


up, divert them from that Charity which only — 


edifieth : Grant that the intereft of Religion 


may {till be appermolt in their hearts, and never — 


vail to Secular ends, nor the pretence of truth 
cloak any exorbitant paffion. Nay O Lord, re- 


fine even their Zeal, and make it ferve to kindle, ~ 


not confume their Charity: and toinfpirit them 
with fuchan unwearied induftry, that they may 


ly take heed to thofe flocks, over whom the Holy 
Ghoft has made them overfeers, never turning 
afide to vain jangling, or ftriving about words to 


no profit. .And to all who are under their charge, 
- give mecknefs to fubmit, to thofe who by thy 
appointment watch their Souls; fupprefs all 


prejudices and faction, and let none be puffed up 
for one againft another, but grant that by adue 
attendance on their callings, both as men and 
Chriftians, they may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life, in all godlinefs: and honefty. And Lord 
let both Prieft and People fo follow after the 
a that make for peace, that.we may adorn 


the doctrine of our God and Saviour, take off 
the Scandal our divifions have given to thofe that _ 
are without, and apain evidence our relation to 
the Prince of Peace: and Othat our ways were 


made 


made thus direct, but alas, how little difpofiti- 
 onhave we toward it ?. This change muft be only 

the work of that mighty power, which is able to 
~ fubdue all things toitfelf: and yet O Lord, with 
_ what face can we beg of thee to force us to that 
 happinefs, which we {till refolve to refift? 
~ What can we then fay unto thee O thou prefer- 
yer, thou redeemer of men, who have put our 
- felves beyond ‘all the ordinary methods of thy 
_ grace? Wecan only lay our {elves at thy feet; 


_ difplay our mifery, and leave thee to confider , . 


thine own compaffion: O let that move thee to’ 
— do for us whatever our wretched eftate is in need © 
of; OLord hear, O Lord forgive, confider and 
_ doit, ifnot for ours, yet for thy Names fake: | 
— thou art: Fefus a Saviour, fave thy people from 
their fin, and let us not flide back by a perpetual 
- backfliding; thou art the head of the Church, O 
- abandon not thy body, careft thou not that fhe 
' perifh ? Turn thee again O Lord, renew her 
' days as of old, fanctifie and cleanfe her, that thou - 
' mayeft again prefent her to thy felf a glorious 
' Church, not having {pot or wrinkle, and if fhe 
 muft {till be militant, let it no longer be within 
her felf, but againft fpiritual wickednefles, the 
~ ruler of the darknefs of this world; till at laft 
thou utterly beat down Satan under her feet ; and 
’ tranflate her from this {tate of warfare, to that 
"of Triumph, and blifs in the Kingdom of thy Fa- 
| ther; which thou O blefled Fefus haft purchafed 
~ with thy Bloud,and fealed by thy Spirit. To which 
. bleffed Trinity be afcrib’d all praife, honour, and 
glory now and for ever. Amen. . O 
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‘\, MOST gracious Lord, who out of thy boundlefs 
compafiionto thy creatures, art never wanting in 
any means that may draw themto thy felf, we the wnwor- — 


-thieft of themdefire to give glory to thee, in a hearty x. 


' knowledgment that thou haift in a moft eminent and pecul- 


f 


ar manner abounded tous of this Nation, afforded us al! 
the methods that might either force or allure us to obedi. 
ence. Lord thou wert pleafed to keep us many years un. 


-der thy chaftening hand, thou broughtelt us into che fnare 


and layed{t crouble upon our loyns, and didft at once up- 
braid and punifh our voluntary flaveries to our own lufts, 
by Biving us up a prey to thofe of others: and when thofe 
judgments which fhould have melted, ferv'’d but to harden 
us; when wefeemed emulous to have our fins out-vye thy 
Plagues, as they had before thy mercies, what could we 
then expe, but to find a judgement worthy- of God? 
Such an irreverfible ruine, as might render us an hiffing 
and aftonifhmentc to the whole Earth? But when we were 
thus ripened for thy greateft feverity, then didft thou 0 


_ Lord prevent us with the bleffings of thy goodnefs, mira- 


culonfly interpofe for our-refcue, and by fuch undifcern- 
able ways rerurn the captivity of our Sien, that we were 


 deliver’d like them that dream. ThisO Lord; was fo ftv- 


~ pendous, fo amazing amercy, that nothing can be more 


admirable, but only our prodigious ingratitude: Thos 
hift fignally attefted chy felf to be a God that doeft wor- 
ders, and yet we who enjoy the benefit of them, neither 
corfider them as wonders, northee as God; but Achet- 
ftically defie that Providence by which we fubfift. Thou 


. haft reldred to us our folemn worfhip, and we now fay 


what a wearinefs is it ?-Can feldom afford ic our prefence, 
and feldomer our hearts. Thou haft broken the yoak. of 
ufurping oppreffors, and we murmur na lefs at our lawful 
governors, asif all that we defired to reap by the ex- 
change, were the guilt of {peaking evil of Dignities. 


Thou haft freed us from the burden of unlawful impofed 


oaths - 
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oaths , and we daily rend thy facred name by voluntary im- 
’ pertinentones, Thou haft delivered our eftates from the — 


rapine of others, and we facrifice them to our own riot, 


- and are never the more open-handed to our poor brethren 


for all chy munificence tous,. Thou haft reftor’d us the 
liberty ofour Perfons, and we proclaim licence to our. 


lufts. Thefeare the degenerous and bafe returns we have 


made, thus, O thus have we requited the Lord, and by it 


have again forc’t thee to refume thy fcourge, and by a fuc- 


ceffion of fignal judgments atteft thy difpleafure. And yet 
OLord, who regardeth the power of thy wrath ?.Who 
istherethat repenteth him ot his ways, or faith, whaec 
have I done? Never any foil made fo il] return to fo much 
husbandry, and fince we bring forth nothing but Briers 
and Thorns, we may furely conclude we are nigh unto 
curfing : andO Lord, what can we plead to avert the Sen- 
tence, whoare as far from penitence as innocence, or how 
can we pray againft that vengeance, which we make it our 
bufinefs to‘pull down? Nay.O Lord, fhouldeft thou as 


miraculoufly prolong, as. thou didft reftore our Peace, _ 


yet what will that avail us, if it ferve but to fec usat grea-. 

ter hoftilicy with thee ? Bleffed Lord there is but one mer- 
cy that we are capable of, and that is the melting our 
hearts, and if that cannot bedone, but by cafting us into 


a yet more fieryfurnace, Lord do that or any thing with’ 
us, fo we may come out veffels ofhonour meet for thy fer-. - 


vice. But yet O Lord, ifthy gentler. methods may have 
- any Effet, be pleas’dto continue thy long-fuffering , and 
_ though we have no pretence to mercy, yet'do thou affert 


thine own work, be merciful becaufe thou haft been fo, 


and fuffer us not to deftroy what thou haft fo miraculoufly 


preferv’d. Finally Lord, difpenfeto us whatever thou . 


feeft moft apt to reduce us; and that thy outward applica- 
tions may be no longer in vain, enforce and enliven them 


with thy inward : and by the fweet infinuations of thy blef 


fed Spirit, fubdue our obftinate perverfenefs ; and give us — 
at laft fuch grace, as we may not turn into wantonnefs, © 





Suess es were 
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O thouto whom ail things are poitible, who haft donefuch 
wonderful things for us, work a yet greater miracle in us, 
and ofa profane, ungrateful, licenriovs Nation, make us 
an holy people unto thy felf, chat all ranks and conditions 
ofmen, may as univerfally and induftrioufly combine to 
propitiate, as they have to provoke thee: that fo by. 
bringing forth fruits of repentance, we may efcape thy 
~ wrath both temporal and eternal, Grant this for his fake 
who died to work that deliverance forus: Pe/xs Chrift our 
Lord. Amen. — : 





For more particular Goncernments, the Reader ma 
be referred tothe Devotions at the end of [ The 

_. Whole Duty of Man] w 12°, fold y 

~ 'T. Garthwait. | i 
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SRRERGEGGERES 
. Garthwait, | _ 


NEED not tell you with what fuccefs 
you publifhed the Excellent Treatife, 
THE WHOLE Durr OF MAN; 
t is your Felicity to be -again inftrumental 
to the profit of this Church and Nation, 





if reformed, will be exemplary, and —— 


an obe- 


can defire, whichisnot here. The Author keeps 
clofe to his intended Province and Defign, his 
Reafons are finewy and convincing, his eer 
are fevere and graye, yet pleafing; and they 

| Az” . whom 





whom he chides, muft needs love him. There | 
is nothing in his Periods redundant or defective; 
he hath a Native Elegancy that inviteshis Read- 
er; Varsety of Learning couched, not vaunted; 
_anda Perfbicusty fuch, as will make his Reafon- | 
ings appearto a weak Eye: A Manual which is 
enriched with all thefe Graces, fhall (I truft ) nos 
only be frequently and attentively perufed, but 
that it will lively affect, and fice clofe to the 
Reins, and penetrate the Heart of the Reader, 
efpecially that Reader for whom it is defigned; 
and for this Bleffing on the Gentry, it is our Dy- 
ty to folicite the Dsvine Goodnefs.. —- 


SARUM, 
27. Oklob. 1659. 7 
Your affured Friend, 


oes aoc 











I HE Authority of Cuftom hath fo much — 
oo | a more general prevalency than that of 
a Truth; that he that all adventure to 

affault that with this, may be thought nat to have 

well digeffed the prudent Caution of our Saviour, 
Luke 14. 31.. To fit down and confider whether 
he be able with -ten thoufand to meet him that - 
cometh againft him with twenty thoufand; for — 
doubtlefs fuch, and much greater ts the odds be- 
tween thefe two Litigants. And to the imputation 
of this unwarineS cannot but forefee the prefent De- 
“fenven Hable. . +2 


2. GENTILITY has long fince: confuted 
Job’s Aphori{m, Man is born to labour, gnd in- 
flead thereof, has pronounced toits Clients ‘the Rich © 
man’s Requiem, Soul take thine eafe, eat, drink. 
and.be merry. AGentleman ts now fuppofed tobe . 
only a thing of pleafure, a Creature [ent into the 

oo ee World, 


—— —"“ THE PREFACE — 

World, as the Jeviathan into the deep, to take 
his paftime therein, ( and the better to compleat 
the Parallel, to devour hu underlings too) and 
then’ twill be no wonder if it be adjudged 4 ridicu 
lous Solecifm ta attempt to define hts Calling, 
whefe very Eff:nce thought to confft in having 
none. Nay, perhaps st wih be deemed not only ab 
furd but malicious, a Levelling project, of robbin 
him of bus Birth-right, of degrading him from thofe 
priviledges, which helong to bss quality, and of 
moulding bim again tnto that vulgar Mafs, from 
which divine Providence and humane Laws have 
diftinguifoed him. But from this jealoyfie 1 dare 
truft the enfuing Leaves to be their own Vindica- 


tours, 
“f a 


- I HAVE been no unconcerned ( much lefs 
iufeiting ) Spectator of the Depreffions the Gentry 
have fallen under in thefe latter years, but aave 
pad them my juft tribute of compaffiog: yet I con- 
fefs, Ithink thofe [carce worthy 4 regret, in compe- 
Tifon with thofe voluntary defcents, too many of them 
bave made from true worth and virtue. "Tis fure 
afar les deplorable fpettacle to fee a Gentleman 
 fposled of bis Fortune by bis Confcsence, than his 
Luxury, .and tobehold him under the ftroke of the 
Headf{man, than under thofe more infamous Exe- 
cutsoners, his Luft, or Intemperauce. Yet I fear 
if the eMartyrology even of thefe fuffering Times 
were {canned, Venus and Bacchus would he found 
ag pee he cae eek ean Ore eee 
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_ to have had many more eMartyrs, than God and 


4 BUT I confes ct an impertinence thusto ba- 
lance the two mifchiefs of doing and fuffering sll, 
fince” ts certain the latter is to be vefolved into the — 
former, andhas no exiftence of st felf, but what st 
derives from that. Punifbments ave but the refults 
of fins: and therefore whatever eMalignity is in 
the Effect, becomes intirely chargeable upon the 
| Gapufe, and we are to book upon our Vice not only as 
| our greateft, but our anly unbeppinefs. Thi Confi- 
.  deratgqn foews us the fource of all our Suffcrings, 
and wit felf no lefs obvious, than thofe; thoagh 


ON 
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5. BUT I fear men proceed in this affair rather 
iske Mountebanks than good Phyficians, ufe fome 
pallsating Medicines to allay the Effeéts, or per- 
haps Anodynes to ffupifie the Patient, and wholly 
neglect the Root of. the. Malady. © Nor do I appro- 
priate thss Errour to the Gentry, ’tis too vifible 
shat all forts and qualities have toojuft a claim to it, 
to let any one go away with the Inclofure. But be- 
caufe the prefent Defign makes them: my peculiar 
Province, I fhall, waving all others, addre{S my 
Self at this time to them only, with this moft paffio- 
udte Requeft, that. they would not ufe that cruelty 


to themfelves, for which Amalek ftands branded t6- - 


wards M{racl, Deut.25.18. By their perfevering 
Impseties {mite and deftroy thofe feeble and faint 
Remains of their former Felictties, but that they 
would now at left ferioufly advert to this their fo 
Sreat aid smportant concernment, and pitch upon 


the true Achan,: that has thus tong troubled their 


Ifrael. And that being done, that feory direéts the 


next flep of the Procef, even thé bringing him to 


execution, cutting that off, which will elfe inf alli- 
bly bring down a Fatal Excifion upon themfelves. 
Nor ‘is this tobe deferred, for alas the 
Difeafe 4s come to too Great 2 height , too 
dangerous a Crifis, to admit any delay of the 
Remedy. Poe ea te ee a 


6. WH EN Egypt bad farted under 4 fac- 


ceffion 
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Ceffion of miraculous Plagues for detaining the \fra- 
: Clites, the Servants of Pharaoh ¢mportune him to 
—releafe them, and conclude they advice with this 
| Pathetique enforcement, Knoweft thou not yet 
, that Egypt isdeftroyed? And God knows I may 
. hut too properly give the fame edge to mine; For 
, alas, Gentlem@n, are net your Effates wafted, 
_ your Priviledges violated, your Splendours eclipfed, 
your Perfons reftrained, your Families broken and 
_ fhattered, your Dignities trampled upon by the 
. meaneft of the Vulgar, and finally your felves quite 
, tranfpofed in your ftation, now made the Tail who — 
. Were onge the Head, Deut. 28.44. And ss it 
_ mot yet time to difmifs thofe Sins which ave the Au- 
_ thors of all this? Ifyou are ftill of Pharaoh’s mind, 
and refolve toretain them, you are certainly no lefs 
| Obftinate than be, but much more irrational. He 
had fomewhat of vifible advantage to tempt him to 
detain the Wraclites, they were bis Slaves, wrought. 
bard at his work, built him Gittes. But how far 
4s that from the Gafe here! They are not your Slaves, 
but your Task-mafters, which you ave fo unwilling to — 
part with, thofe that fet you, to the vileft and moft 
fervile Drudgevies, and are fo far fron bringing 
yousn profit, that Imay boldly. make the Apoftles 
challenge, -Rom..6. 21. What fruit have you | 
had of thofe things ?° And donbt not the only ac- 
Count you can bring in of ‘your Harveft, muft 
be the Inventory of your. Miferies. We are 
witneffes of many Houfes, many Cities ‘they 
: ae Se > ees 
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"awe demolifi'd and. laid wafte, but we have 

no firutiure of thetrs to fhew, but 2 Babel of Con. 
fafer. — : _ 


9. BUT alas, thefe your fecular Ruines ave but 
thesy madeft and petty out-rages. Take another 
view of them, and it will like. Ezckiel’s Vion, 
Ezek. 6.8. prefent you with more and greater abo- 
minations than thefe, even the abomination of 
defolationin the holy place. Your fins have not 
only defolated your own houfes, but Gods. That 
| Beauty of his Ornament which he fet in Majety, 
Ezek. 7. 20. bath by thefe your deteftable things 
been expofed to fposl and pollution. We ave not yet 
grown foold tn our miferies as to have out-worn the 





aggravation of remembring our happier eftate. And 


how [ad, how wounding a contemplation ss it tocom- 
pare the paft and prefent condition of This Church? 
When the Temple was rebuslding,. the joy of that 
veftauration could not fuppre(Sthe grief of thofe who 
_ remembred the fo much more Glorious Fabrick of the 
firft, but they latd the foundation in their tears, the 
text fays, They wept with a loud voice, Neh. 3. 
12. But what tears, what ejulations can be bitter 
or loud enough for us, who. are to lament not partial 
and. imperfect repatrs, but total vuines and vaftati- 
ons, that fee the materials of our Sion now reduced 
to duff and rubbifh, whoonce faw them happily com- 
a built together as a City at unity in it 
elf! | 


8. AND 


Be ee eee - 


ae nee eevee 
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8. AND. while.we thus remember Sion,.. and 

ave our felves bythe waters. of Babylon, ’ts fure. 
but proper we fit down and: weep, bid, as thofe 
Gaptsves, Pfal. 137. 4 folemn Adzeu to all enter- 
satnments of joy and pleafuve. And would God we | 
al, pian you to whom. I now fpeak, did as 

exaétly parallel them inthis fad and pious refent- 


: ment, aswe do in the motives of tt, that fo your 


| quarrel to fin might be accended-to its full height, as 


that which robs you not only of your fpiritual, bub — 


i € that which many of you have more guft of) your 


carnal joys alfo. "Tu your fins, I would I could fay 


, yours alone, whichhave been the pevfecuttng Sauls, 


| 


that bave thus madehavock of the Church. The 


” Securities, Profanenefs, and Licencioufnefs of 


7 wee ge hg 


your profperous days made the firft breaches in her 


walls: and now the Impenitence and incorrigible- 
nefs of your calamstous, like the Edomites,. cry 
down..with her, down with her even. to the 
ground. “Iwas amongft the Fews a Capital Guilt 
to.curfe a Parent, and jhall it now pafs for an eafies 
or nocrime, not only to curfe, but deffroy our com- 
mon Mother, to abet and maintain thofe Troops 
which thus defie, yea invade her? O why should 
you not at laft i your exiled Ptety, and cffame a 
holy and becoming indignation againft thefe ber cruel, 


_ berimplacable Enemies ¢ 


9. BRT this you cannot be fuppofed to do, whileft 
- | You 
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You arraign only other mens fins, and leave your 
own out of the Indsttment.. I doubt not mary of 
youdo with difpleafuve, perhaps more thd enough, 
charge her ruine upon.the immediate Infruments, 
accufe the bold Intrufion of ' sgnorant Teachers, of 
«having depraved her Doctrine; Ambition and 
Envy of impatient Inferiours, of fubverting her Dif. 
cipline ; the Pride and Faétion of bufie. Spirits, of 
difturbing her Peace; the greedy Avarice of Sacti- 
begious perfons, of devouring ber Patrimony. And 
thefe I hall not deny to have been the Weapons that 
thus have mortally wounded her. — But let it be re- 
membred, that thefe weve wielded and whetted by 
the more general impicties, from whence they bor. 
rowed thetr deftructive power. And therefore in 
transfer the guslt here, ss but the artifice of [laying 
~ Uriah with the Sword of the Children of Ammon, 
which youknow acquitted not David from berng 4 
-eMurderer. No, God knows, here lies 4 Garkafs 
of 4 poor bleeding Church, but which of you our El- 
ders are qualified for the purgation the Law affigns 
sn that cafe, Deut.21.8. which of youcan fzy, our 
hands have not fhed this. blood, neither have our 
eyes {cen it? : : 7 


10. YET the lefs capable you are of thus wath- 
ing your hands in innocence, the greater need you 
have to wath them in Penitence, . and therefore 
jince as you are Sons to this Mother, the Office of 

Avenger of blood devolves on you; O bring _— 
, | its 


- 


A EN ney, 
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| ‘fruits of Repentance, dy difcharging that part 
 fasthfully;. drag out thefe Criminals. which have ' 
taken Sanctuary in your breafts, and there dwelh 
_ fecurely, as ina et of Refuge, and hew them - 
in pieces, asSamuel did Agag before the Lord. 
And as your incentrves to this ave infinitely greater 
and more preffing, than in other murders, fo wilt 
the effects alfo vastly tranfcend thofe of common Fu- 
Shice:s That only revenges; but this may repair 
the mifchief, vecal-the vital fpivits, and reunite 
the {cattered limbs of this mangled body.. Such an 
Omnipotency ts there im fincere Repentance, that it 
“able even to effect a Refurreétion. O that you 
would be ambitious of working this eMiracle, and 
by thts pious Prodigy beget your Mother, that you 
would weep fo long over her ajbes, till that moifture 
had rendred them prolifical, and. you fee her {pring 
out of ber Urn. Oo : 


Xx. THIS, this is your only way of reverfing 
that extirpating Decree, which thefe Hamans 
(your fins) have procured. And if you negleél this, 
Mordecai’s menace to Helter will be too applicable 
ba you sf God in. his unfathomable mercy fhould 
caufe deliverance and enlargement to arife from 
 fome other place to this poor defolate Church, yet 
Your felves can expeét nothing but Deftruttion. If — 
—— youbave no fenfe of the defolations of Sion, no pity 
to fee her in the Duft, but fill chufe to che- 
ih thofe impicties which have brought her 
| thither; — 
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thither; yet even they will, at the laft, avenge 
her quarrel, bring You thofe mifertes, the fenfe 
whereof it will be smpoffible for you to avosd, or ex- 
singui(h. 7 


12. FOR alas, toreprefent your fins to you as 


the Originals meerly of Temporal, whether Private 


or Publick Ruines, is to give you too fair and flat- 
tering a portraifiure of them: thefe are but the 
bight prelufory skirmifbes to a more dif{mal flaugh- 
ter, the Prologue to the Fatal Tragedy. Take 
their full character from the Apoftle,y Rom. 6.21. 
The end of thofe things is death, even death 
eternal. It is our ufual comfort againft the per- 
fecutions of men, that they can purfue us no far- 
ther than to the grave: there, as Job fpeaks, the 
weary be at reit. But this Tyrant in our own 
breafts has no fuch limits to tts malice, but then 
efpectally begins, when all other cruelties ceafe, tor- 
tures infinitely by the gnawings of that’ worm which 


never dies, and the {corchings of that fire whichne 


ver shall be quenched; 


13. AND: now who caw fufficiently wonder a 
the infatuation, that Yow [bowd demmerre upor the 
difmiffing of fo treacherons 2 Godf,: that Yon 
fhould: chevifh’ this Viper iw'your bofoms, which You 
already feel eating your Bowels,. devouring ath ‘your 
temporal felicities, and yet takes'thofe bat ste’ the 
way to your Hearts yout more’ precrous and eternal 
. parts 
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part? Tis the common Maxime even of thofe 
that -recetve advantage by the perfidioufnefs of 
others, tolove the Treafon, bat hate the Trastour - 
but here is that Rule quite inverted ; You hate the 
Treafon, ave tmpatient of the affistting confe- 
quences of your fin, yet love the Traitour; hugge 
that in your clofefp Embraces. The Apoftle indeed 
forewarns us of the Deceitfulnefs of fin, Hebr. 3. 
13. but fure this 1s a pitch beyond that; this ts 
not deceit, but inchantment, fome powerful 
Philtrum # mujt needs be, that can thus 
make men in love not only with deformity, but 


Atifeafe, ‘ 
14. BUT all the Magicians of Egypt are 





mot able to ftand before Mofes, this Magick 


ts not fo.ivrefiftsble, but that Reafon and Religion 
will yseld You countercharms, able to dif-inthant 


Yous if You will but fuffer them to comie in to your 


aid. Do but once fiep. out of the Devils Circle, 
the aétual vertiginous purfuit of your finful appe- 


dttes, and give your Faculties fome intermiffion; 


fo much breath from that hot chafe as may quali- 
jie them for a calm confiderate view of other 


things, and then’ tis certain you will difcern, 


that Vertue has a much more ravifhing appea- 
vance, infinitely more deleétable and enamouring, 
than all the Devils Opticks could put upon your 
highest and moft guftful fenfualities. Do you only 
bestow fome attentive looks upon her; let her once 

2 : in 
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sn at your eyes, and then leave her to make her 
own way to your heart. And this ss. fure a very 
moderate requeft, that You will but veuchfafe te 
book upon what 1s thus.amiable.’ And with what 
pretence can you deny it ? You who, to gaze os 
thofe tranfitory Beauties which are only your 
Snares, fick. at no difficulty, will be content te 
come ( thofe of Youthat have no other motsves ) 
even to Church upon that errand: O do not here 
put off your curtofity, where alone tt may avail 
you, but rather take thi opportumtty of bal- 


towing that ( hitherto prophane ) part of your | 


semper. e 


15. IT bas been noné of the Devals meaneft or 
unluckief? Arts to infufe prejudices into, mens. minds 
againft Chriftian Practice, by reprefenting st i 
the moft averting forms. He changes fhapes 
with it, and as he transforms himfelf into an Aw 
geloflight, fo he does this into one of Darknefs, 
makes it.appear a State of the moft difmal fadnels 
and horrour, 4 region of Antipodes to al Fy 
and cheerfulnefs. And how much move ready mes 
ave to take the Devil at bts word than Chvift at bw, 

_ who profeffes bus Yoke cafic and bw Burthen light, 
appears too vifible im the general averfenefs thofe 
have toPiety, whonever fo much as tried st, bus 
take up implictte confufed prejudices againft st, 
and retain thofe asfaft, asf they were the produtis 
of many years coftly experiences. And ’tis to be 

| feared, 


~ 


THE PREFACE. 

a A A a TE 
feared, thefe have taken the deepeft root in the 
richeft Soil, they feeming no where more to flours(h, 
than among You of the higheft Quality. Yet fure, 
of all others, You ave moft obliged to eradicate them, 
they implying fuch a grofs injuftice, as any ingenuous 
mind muft be afham’d of. ~~; : 


16. YOU will your felves readily pronounce 


' that Judge not only corrupt, but impudent, that 


‘ . condemns a perfon whofe caufe he never heard: yet 
af Youwill but reflect, you wall find your own verdzét 
rebound uponyour felves, with a Tu es homo; for 
"tis evidently your cafe here. It ts time for. you there- 
fore ta be fo juft, if not to Vertue, yet to your own 
Reputations, as to retract that condemnatory fen- 


| tence, you have paft upon her, and put on fomucs 


at leaft of the form of Fuftice, as to give hera fair 
Trial. But this you cannot do by hearing the tongues 
of men and Angels plead for her, none but her felf 
: can manage her caufe, youmuft admit her into your 
: foctety and converfe, take her into fuch a familt- 
_ arity, asmay bring her within diftance of your Ob- 
fervation, before you pronounce of her. In fhort, - 
if you will indeed render your felyes competent 
fudges, whether a Virtuous life be a pleafant or a 
d1t{mal thing, enter upon it, and let your own expe- 
riences be your informers. 


: 17. 1 CANNOT fufpedt the age fo degene- 
vous, as not to believe there ave divers particular 
a2 perfons - 
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perfons among you, who have made the experiment, 
and to their Teffimory I dare appeal, and doubt net 
they will from Fudges turn Advocates, and recom- 
mend it to you, and fure you will have no caufe in 
this inflanceto wave your wonted Priviledge of be. 
ing tryed by your Peers, to except agatnft thew — 
Fudgement in the cafe, who being placed in equal 
circumftances with you, muft be fuppofed to under- 
ftand your utmoft Temptations ta Vice, from whence 
alone all the feeming difficulties and uneafimeffes of 
Virtue do avife, | 


18. IT were the work of many Volumes to de- 
Scribe the feveral diftinét Advantages towards a plea- 
fant Being, which are wrapt up im thu one compre- 
benfive Felicity. 1 (ball inffance only in that, to 
which the enfuing Tract particularly relates, and 
that that it furnifbes youwith a fucceffion of very 
Asgveeable and Cheerful Imployments. Vertue 4 of 
bufie and aétive Nature, and asin its feveral Ope- 
rations tt has an oppofition to all the feveral farts of 
Vice, foinits very Conftitution and Principle st bears 
an avowed Antipathy to that one fertile Seminary of 
moft other Sins, Idlenefs; and fure the refcuing yeu 
from that uno contemptible Benefit. For though 
you feem to challenge tt as a confiderable part of your 
Inhevitance, that you may live and do Nothing, and 
ave very tenacious of that Claim; yet, ’t moft evi- 
dent, that what you contend for, as your Priviledge, 
your [elves effeem your burden, yea fo much fo, that 

| | ag 
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to be rid of it you caft away Eftate, Health, Soul and 
all for Company, imploy your felves the moft ruinouf- 
ibys rather than endure tobe Idle; nay; bee confute 

your own Pretenfions to eafe, by thofe laborious and 
| totlfome Vices, which you are fain to call Pleafures, 
torender them tolerable, but have certainly no pre- 
tence tothat Title on any other fcore, but that they 
keep you doing. —_ | oo 


19. AND now what more grateful Office can 
poflfibly be done for men in this Gondstion,. than to fhew 
them how they may free themfelves of this load with- 
out contratiing aworfe; I mean the guilt of thofe 
things which like Rehoboam converts Whips snto 
Scorpions, yet are now fain to be reforted to, as the 
only enftruments of their relef. And this a Ghrifts- 
an Life will be fure todo for you; It will conftantly 
provide you with innocent divertiferments, nay much 
more, tt will give you bufine(s, fo excellent, and. 
worthy the dignity of your Natures, fo Noble and an- 
fwerable to the Splendour of your Qualities, fo eve- 
ry way agreeable to the aims of Rational eMen, that 
you will have caufe to acknowledge with Our Church, 
that Gods Service is perfect Freedom. , 


20.1 SHALL not undertake to give you a 
particular view of all the Severals of thofe Employ- 
ments ; Thofe Precepts of the Gofpel which affign 
your Tasks, do fuffictently inform you of the Nature 
and Excellency of them; my whole Scoeme 1s com- 
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prifed ih that One, which diveéts an Attendance os 
«that Gulling whereta Ged hath placed men, and 
thérefore I am. to treat only of thofe particular Du- 
ties which are incumbent on you as Gentlemen, and 
therein fhew you that confidered as fuch, you have a 
Galling, and fo free you of that reproach and mifery 
of being unprofitable burdens of the Earth, and 
then evince to you alfo that that Calling «4 fo far from 
implying any thing of veal totl or uneafmefs, that it # 
only an Art of refining and fublimating your Plea- 
fures, rendving them more gafiful and exquifite, and 
fowill ( sPattended to) make good to you in earnéeft 
your mistaken pretence to 4 Lite of fenfuality and de- 
 bght. | 
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SECT. EF 
Of Bufinefs and Callings in general 


i. E that by floth and improvidence 
wm diffipates and confumes that Stock 
-_ EL which ts properly his own, falls juft« 
ly under the blunt Cenfure of Folly, and ufually 
ander the fharper and more {marting Penance of 
- Poverty and Want: But he that is but a depu: 
ted Manager, ifhe neglect his Depofitum, is li- 
able toa feasts weight both of Obloquy and Difs 
Cipline. The weaknefs of the one may: poffibly | 
‘meet with fomewhdt of pity; but the falfenets 
and treachery of the other is thé objeétofanuni- 
verfal deteftation, atid is oftentimes very fevere- _ 
ly fentenced by thofe, who, if they would im- 
partially reflect, would find themfelves deeply 
involved inthe fame guilt. . Sad 
a 5 2:GOD 
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2. GOD has placed eMan in the World, not 
as trl Shae but a Steward; he hath put ma- 
ny excellent things into his pofleffion, but thefe 
in truft, to be not only kept, but negotiated 
with, ‘and by traffick improved to the ufe ofthe 
truc owner: Yetherein dealing as a moft boun- 
tiful Mafter,; by not only promifing tranfcendent 
Rewards in the future to his fidelity, but even 
annexing at the prefent (as to the Heifer that 
treadeth out the Corn ) 2 moft liberal fubfiftence, 
interweaving his Intereft fowith his Duty, that 
the difcharge of it is his only means of being hap- 
py even in this world. | 
_ .3. THIS certainly is the ftate of mankind 

in general ; every (I mean Rationah) perfon ha- 
ving fomething of this kind intrufted to him, No 
man that hath anderftanding, be that of a higher 
or lower fize, but hath variety of abilities of one 
fort or other, and withal that actuating power, 
which fhould fet them on work. And then furely 
he that hath not been excluded from the réceits, 
mult not pretend an exemption from the dif- 
burfements, the tasks, but is under a {trict obli- 
_ of improving what he hath thus received, of 

inging in fruitto the Granary, as well in order 
to his own account and joy in the auditing of the 
Harveft, as alfotothe glory of God from whom 


~ 


alone he derives ( and muft impute) both the feed, _ 


and irrigation, and the very increafe. And he 
that on thefe grounds and according to thefe mea- 
fures decently adminifters his Province, f 

loufly attends his duty in this matter, will 


himfelk — 


| 
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himftlf placed ih fuch andttive-ftate of bulinefs, 
that he shall have littlé: :canfeto fufpedct: hinifelf 
neglectéd, dc fbrgotten by: God‘ and Nature, or 
placed in the world without Gailing. «6, 
* 4. F'R'O.M: what is thys-indifperifably: re- 
: is of a men, no one -Mmk-or individual of 

hat fpecies can plead ati inimunity. And thére- ~ 
fore till thofe whom Birth, :Febueation and Wealth, 
and the cominon. dialect: of the world hath made 
known by the ftyle of Gentlemen; fhall ‘think fit 
to expunge the latter part of that title and dif- 
chim the nature of wien 3 asthey are willitis to 


do the duty) they muft certainly retract thiser- 
- rors. andacknowledge they have their fhares in 


this commoriobligation. - .. a 
§, NAY, indeed ifthey tould fo far irhitate 
the Prince of the morning, as to fucceéd to that 
rank which he was willing to leave, I mean to af- 
eend above Humanity and*aflumé the nature of 
Angels, yet even: thither would -this purfue and - 
overtake them: : Among all the Orders of that 
divine Hierarchy they would not find one Patton 


ot Prefidentofidlenefs. ..Foras the fpirituality 


of their efferice: renders them-more <gile ind 


active, fothat activity is perpétually exercifed 


inemploying the divine abilities they have recéi- 
ted, to'the glory of God the donor: and that not 
Only in bearing” part in thit Celeftial Quire 
which iricelfantly fings his praifes, but in the | 
more laborious and fervilé offices of being mini- 
fring {pirits, yea even to thofe to whom ‘both in 
refpect of nataré and innocence they are infinitely 
oe. | B 2 —— fuperi- 
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fapetlour, And this chey do wich pecSiGtalecd. 


ty and chearfulnefs, thinking it ~their ‘greateft 
honour and dignity tobe thus bufiecd: .' Their re 
gitive power over the world, faith Gerfon, # not fo 
fustable an ingredsent for a. Magnificat of their com- 
pofing, as that greater dagntty of recerving and per- 
forming God’s commands : ‘An.evidence how much 
the meafures-of honour differ between the Cour- 
tiers of Heaven, and Earth, the Inhabitants of 
that refined, and this grofs Region. Thus 
then the profpect lites before the Gentleman: if 
_ hechufe either to look level on the fame nature 
with himfelf, or direct his eyes upward on that of 
‘the glorious fpirits that encompafs Gods throne, 
he will not in all the Records of Earth or Heaven 
find ever a Patent for floth, any Claufe of Ex- 
-emption inthis univerfal Law. - 


6. NAY, ifthis man in honour would bid fare- | 


well to his Birth-right, and become lyke the beafs 
that perifh, Pfal. 49. 20. if he could be content, 
in purfuit of this one fancied priviledge of 2 
Gentleman, to renounce all the real ones of a man, 
and make Nebuchadnezzar’s punifhment his opti- 
on: yet neither the field nor forreft could give 
him Sanctuary, affordhim any number of affo- 
ciates toaid, or but countenance him in his mu- 


ay againft this divine decree, they would rather 


be his tutors and monitors to obey it. For what 

rank even of the moft favage animals is there, 

which we can indict of the not employing thof 

faculties they have received? Are they not a 

rally ina perpetual and regular motion to > 
| en 


Net . 
. ee 


a Of Callings inGeneral. — 5. 


: ends for which: they were created in continual 
: exercife of thofe powers with which they areen- 
.dued ? Yea fomeofthem withfuchimprovement 
‘to alltheir neceflary purpofes, that it hath rai- 


1 fed a doubt whether they act-by inftinct orrea- __ 


-fon, by fancy or judgment, Pythagoras is dif- 
: cernably on their fide: and Ariftotle that was lefs 
kind tothem, feems by one faying to have yield- 
+ ed the caufe, when of shofe- creatures which, he 
» faith, want reafon, he confefleth that fancy fup- 
» plies its place. Ineed not take part in this dif- 
» pute; whatfoevertheir faculties or Talents are, 
- none can doubt of their ufe of them, or whether 
» this their uninterrupted obedience to the Law of 
. thear Creation reflects the: proportionable glory 
, ontheirCreator, =...” . | 
“4. TO defcend one — lower yet; The 
. Vey inanimate. creatures afford their confort to 
, this divine harmony; every one of them perform 
thofe offices, .fail not in the exercife of ali thofe 
. Cnotunadtive ) qualities God hath put into them. 
The. Sun hath received a — ‘of cherifhing and 
enlivening terreftrial bodies, and it folds not up 
its rays, but communicatesand difpenfeth them 
freely. . The Earth has received a: power: of fru- 
_ tifying, giving fap and ‘verdure ‘to’ that which 
_ grows upon ‘it, ‘and it withholds not that vital. 
moifture, but like a tender riurfe fends it forth 
liberally to all that expect nourifhment’ from her 
 preafts; and fo proportionably to all other parts 
of this great body. And that all this ferves to il- 
Juftrate the glory of that omnipotent wifdom 
| — B3 which 
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which harh placed.them in this fo excellent a fub 
ordination; is mot vifple withons the help ofa 
per{pective.: “When she Queen of Shed Gw the 
magnificence and sagularity of: Solomon's Court, 
fhe brake gut into,:an.admiration of his:wifdom: 


And furely a far greater occafion. is: miniitred to 


all thofe.who contemplate the’ admirable order of 
the Unjverfe, with all-tran{portation of foul to 
puagnifie and adore the divine Difpofer ‘of it, as 
we {ce frequently éxemplified to us in the fublime 
Raptuses of the holy Pfalmsf,: who-never better 
approves his right tobé:called the fweet Singer of 
{frac], than on this ravishing Theme. : : 
~ 8 AND now. canit be fancied’ a priviledge 
and dignity, to be ¢heone jarring. fring in this 
reat Inftrument ?. To difcompofe this divine me- 
fody, -and become. the ‘only unprofitable ufeles 
art. of the Creation? Shall thofe. whom God 
Fach made little lover than the Angels,. fabdue and 
debafe their natures beneath the very: loweft rank 
of Grestures ?. Andi-fhall this (not hamble:but) 
fordid exinanitinn be. look’d upon with reverence, 
 gourted asa preferment: ? oThis ‘certainly: is fach 
an abfardity, as wants: nothing to its confutati 
on; but-gwerly:to beiconfider’d: And therefore if 
Gentlemes: would but {aberly . reflect, . there is 
 little-doubs but ‘theyiweuld refige at ance their 
claims and their value of this fo. défaming a picce 
ofhonour, fo.abalinganexaltation. =§= esi, 
gs "WE can let down our thonghts . but one 
ftep lowes; and that: is. into the bottomleds pie; 
and. ftem thenceé fure none will defire to fetch a 
= Ae os . Cer eie « i Ae eye gt : _ aes Pla g oF oS prefident 
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_to fofter this vice in their bofomes, | 
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prefident ; P Se ifhedid, even that black Region . 


_could notaftord it. For though it muft be con- 


fefled, thofe accurfed fpsrits accord not with the 
former inftances, in refpect of the end of their 
actions, yet they do in the activity it felf: theirs 
is a bufie {tate, though toan ill purpofe; Satan 
goes toand fro in the earth, Job2.2. andhe walks’ 
about feeking whom he. may devour, 1 Pet. 5. 12. 


“Yeahe employsall his faculties too, makes dili- 


gent ufe of all that acutenefs and dexterity,which 
either his nature or experience have furnifhed him 
with, towards that end he purfues.' -So that it 
were a wronging, a calumniating even of the v 
Devil, to. charge him with idlenefs: whic 
though it: be a fin which yields him fuch liberal 
crops, that he may well feck bothto plantand 
cherith it in humane nature, yet he cannot offer 
fuch violence to his own, as to become an Ex+ 
ample of it. | Se — 
>> 30, WE may hence make a meafure, how 
feandalous reproachful athing this is, which nei 
ther Heaven, Earth, nor Hell it felf will own, 
but is like an illegitimate birth, difclaimed 
ali. How unreafonable, nay how infamous ‘wi 
it then be, for thofe to take up this expofed brat, _ 
whe have of 
atl others the greateft and moft particular obli- 
ation to deteft it, as having received the moft of 


. thofe Talents: which engaged them to action? . 


And that fuch is the Gentleman's condition, a fight 
infpection will ferve to demonftrate. 
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Of Varieties of Callings. 


I %& F OW fince the univerfal obligation, 
a > which is incumbent upon all, and 

W renders it {trict duty to fave a Calling, 
refts upon this undeniable ground, That all mes 
have received from God fome abilities to aétuate, 
fome Talents to improve ; it follows by al] Laws 
of inference, that thofe who have received the 
10ft of thefe, can ofall others the leaft reafona; 
ly pretend to an Exemption, but muft onthe 
contrary be acknowledged under the conftraint 
of the ftrongerand more numerous ties, the ge- 
neral duty which herein lies upon all, extending 
and fpreading it felf into feveral Branches, ac- 
cording to the quality and proportion of mens 


receits, 

2. HENCE it comes to pafs, that mens 
Gallings and employments become {fo various, not 
only by the free choices of the feveral men, but 
even by the direction and affignation of God and 
Nature, becaufe gne man is furnifhed with an 
ability, which qualifies him for one fort of cal- 
ling, another is by his diftin€ét propriety markt 
_ out foranother, And hence alfo itis, that thof 
fe ae ee 
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may come td be united in one man, becaufe the « ' 
feveral abilities,: which.conftitute thofe Calings, 
concurring in him; the duties muft- by unayoid- 
able confequence do fo alfo. :; ‘This is in fome de- 
gree obfervable.in moft men, who befides tlie.ge- 
nerab powers common to.mankind, ; do- re¢eive 
Some peculiar in order to fome {pecial end,. and fo 
are obliged not-only to thofe Exercifes. which be. 
lon indifferently” to their whole feces but to 
thets alfo for which they are individually qualifi. 
ed. Thus thofe whom God hath called to Chri- 
fianity, ar by that impowred for thofe perfor. . 
manices which that holy profeffion exacts, and fo 
havethe calling of Chriftiens {uperadded to the | 
- other, which either natural or civil obligation 
-- had laid upon them ;, fo that the fame man may 
have various callings, in relation to his differing - 
capacities, unlefs as we diftinguifh mens fouls. 
into the vegetative, the animal, and the ratio- 
nal, which in ftricter {peaking may be faid to be- 
only divers operations of the fame foul; fo in 
truth what we term feveral callings, be but the 
fame comprehenfive one, ftretching it felf into 
the feveral faculties of the perfon, a 
3.1 NEED notattemptto evince the im- 
propriety of the phrafe, ’twall ferve my end as 
well that they pafs for feveral, and the applicati- 
on I fhall make of it, isto fhewthofe whoare un-. 
~willing to hear of any Calling at all, that they 
have obligations indifpenfable to more than onc. 
They have what ever can belong to them ‘as men, 
they have alfo what belongs to them as Chriftians 3. 
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and they have alfo a peculiar addition appertain- 
ing tothem as Gentlemen, that is by interpreta- 
tion, thofe who are diftinguifhed from the vul- 
gar, not only by empty names and airy titles, 
t by real donatives, diftributed to them by 
God, as fo many diftinét advantages, fertile and 
rolifical abilities, towards the bringing him in 
\is expected harveft of honour and glory. | 
| 4. IT is too much to be doubted, many of 
thern may need admonition concerning the twe 
former of thefe callings; the duties even of men, 
- much more of Chriftians being fo far worn out of 
practice, that they feem to be out of memory 
too ;. or if they be at all reflected on, ‘tis with 
the fame fcorn that the antiquated habits of our 
forefathers are, as things fit only to drefs a nian 
up an object of laughter and derifion. But this 
would be too vaft a Theme, and befides is fiper- 
feded by the many pious labours ofothers. My 
purpofe therefore is not totreat at all of them, 
otherwife than they fhall happen to be linked and 
- interwoven, asin many particulars thcy are, with 
the third, that of the Gentleman. . 
5- AND here they need not fear that I mean 
to put the Spade or Hammer into their hands, to 


require them to become either Husbandmen or 


Mechanicks: my whole Defign is founded in 
their diftinétion from thefe, namely, in thof 
or wherein either in kind or degree they ex 
cel them. That many fuch things there are, 
they will need no Monitor at another time, when 
the Queftion is only of the Reverence ae 

| | ‘ EPCCt 
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{pect due from fuch their Inferiors: In fuch cafes 
every one can make large Scrolls and Catalogues 
( written, like Exeksel’s Roll, within and with- 
out) of his Advantages and Prerogatives, and 
{tretch them tothe exacting the very laft mite of 
Tribute they.can poffibly pretend to. But let 
them remember, that God is as jealous of his 
Honour, as they can be of their own: and there- 
fore as they make thofe Pre-eminences, inftru- 
menits of attracting Glory from thofe below 
them, fo they mutt alfo of reverberating and re- 
turning it home to that divine Power above them, 
who beftowed them to that end, and will not fi- 
nally be deluded; but if they:will difappoint his 
primary intention, that of having his Grace glo- 
sified in their faithful managery of thofe Talents, . 
they fhall not-be able to defeat his fecondary, thae 


of having his. Faffice magnified in the fatal.doom 
ants 


of fach fathfut fervants : if they'will envy him 
the more agreeable fatisfaction of beftowing Re 


inferior ) of executing vengeance) ae % 


-wards, they cannot defraud hitn-of that ( though 
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The Particulars of the- Gentlemen's Advantage 






 dboveotberse sg. 
1. FUT to dwell no: longer on Generals | 
1 MQ fhall defcend to particularize thofe 4: 


, vantages, by .whichsthey are fevered 
and difcriminated: from the: vulgar, and whic 
confequently by being peculiar to them, devolrt 
 onthem an obligation of a diftssé# Duty. Au 
_ here I hall be careful to prevent difpute, and 
therefore take in none but what are fo obvious; 4 
to be univerfally acknowledged ;. and then havi 
my premiffes granted, I 1 hope they will not 
betray re ae fuch ill Logicians, as to refit 
qr difclaim the Conclufion. =.) - .. 
2.1 BEGIN. with that Advantage whic 
they are earlieft poffeft of, that of an ingenvot 
and refined Education ; of which, I hope nonetlt 
hath had it, will fo far’ confute the Efficacy, 
to defpife nso med it. What the Apo 
urges in a higher Argument, Rom. 9. may D¢4 
table cane “Mens minds are coed of the 
fame Glay; Education is the Potters hand 2 
wheel that forms them into Feffels of bonout 0 
difhonour. And though experience fhews us * 
is tocpoffible for Men to deface thafe nobler bt 
. ay preffion 
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preffions which’they have thits:rcceived, yet,that™ 
’ makes it not'ceafe tobe in it felfia. iofteftimable | 
mr wherein Man was: created, could be defa- | 
ced by his Fall. It is certain, there is no Hu- 
mane means more effectual towards the refining 
and fharpening Mens intellects, giving them an 
edge a A and that the more, becaufe. 
it takes them in that age wherein their faculties 
are, astheirjoynts, pliant and tractable, and fo 
capable of being by exercife improved into great 
degrees, both of {trength and activity. Ths Ad- 
vantage the meaner fort generally want, the ex- 
penfefulnefs of fuch a breeding fets it beyond 
their reach: The indigence of whofe condition, 
doth on the contrary determine their purfuits to 
that only, which may bring them in a fubfiftence, 
faftens them tothe Shop or Plough, and fo leaves 
‘their minds uncultivated and unapt. for thofe 
more excellent productions which the happier 
Infiitution of Gentlemen enable them for; as we 
fee it obferved by the Wife man, Ecclus. 38.25. 
to the end ofthat Chapter. | - | | 
.3.:A SECOND Advantage is that of — 
Wealth, which toGentlemen feems to be, as it 


Bleffing, any more'than that excellency: of Gods - 


-were,rained down from the Clouds,both in refpect __ 


of the plenty and the eafinefs of its acquifition. 
Fair Patrimonies, large Inheritances def{cend on 
them without one drop of their fweat, one mi- 
nutes toil or folicitude, as if they were the un- 
doubted Heirs of the Ifraelites Bleflings, Succef- 
fors in their Canaan, who were to poffe/s wa 

gy: 
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full of all good things which thty filled not, and Wells 
digged which they digged not, Vineyards and Olive- 
trees which they planted not, asitis Deut. 6..11. 
The Poet hath placed it in the front of his Inven- 
tory, the prime ingredient in the completeft fe- 
licity of this life, "Res non parta tabore fed reliéta = 
whereas:on the other fide the lower rank of Men 
fetch their meer neceflaries out of the Earth, 
which béing, as it were, hardned and petrified 
by Adam’s fin, must be mollified and fuppled 
with their {weat, before it will become penc- 
'  trable, will not yieldthem food, but gives them 
. -alfo a portion of forrow withit. They muft firft 
be torn with thofe Thorns and Briars which cover 


~ her furface, before they cah fetch nourifhmene . 
out of her Bowels; they muft- buy their Bread — 


with theit fweat, as if thicy had ne paar pe- 
nalty of their firft Fathers fin, whileft Gentlemen 
{woat only by the engagement of their fports, or 
by the direction of the. Phyficsan; to digeft their 
fulnefs of Bread.- Which every oie mult con- 
fefs afufficientinequality. 90) 
4 A THIRD is'that of Time: This des 
pends by way of conféduehee on the former. For 
God having made fuch liberal provifions for them, 
thus prevented them with the Blefiings of his 
Goodnefs, they can have no neéd to employ their 
time to gain that; wherewith they already 
abound; and fo being exempted from that one 
devouring expenfe of its have a grdat {tock to be« 
ftow on other more excelletit purpofes. whereas 
the poor Man hath fcarce any vacant sini 4 
| | uc 


| _ Gentlemens Advantages. «tg 
fuch as hé can call his own.. They are all fores 
ftalled by thoft preffing neceffities which lie uné 
removable upon him.. His day-hours are chal- 
lenged by his labour, his nights by his reft; and 
the fatisfying of thdfe Claims fo neceffary, that 
his own {upport,, perhaps that alfo of a numerous 
family depends upon it ; and therefore he may 
not attempt todeteat them. So that if Time be 


. tobe accounted a Treafure, as undoubtedly itis, — 


here is a fecond fort of Poverty to which he is ex. 
pofed as a refult of the former; and another ma- 
nifeft inequality between him and the Gengle- 


Mane 

sg. A FOURTH is that of Authority, by 
which I mean not. that: which :belongs to ‘thofe 
which are advanced to Publick Office; forthat 
being peculiar to fome few only, will not-beara 
diftinét part in my prefent confideration: but I 
underftand by it that more private influence 
which Gentlemen generally have on thofe that are — 
their Dependents. Andthis alfomay be reckon- 
ed an effect of the former, their Wealth: For in 


_ proportion to that, the number of Servants, Te _ 


nants, andPenfioncrs, (yea, perhaps of Friends 
too )istobe meafured. Andover all thefe they 
have fomewhat (though not of abfolute defpoti- 
cal dominion, yet) of fway and prevalency. On 


the other fide, the poor Mans authority. is boun- 


déd within the narrow circuit of his little cottage, 
being in effect no other than the propagation of 
that Power Nature hath given him over his own 
body, to. thofe Branches which {pring from = : 
4 $ 
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his Children ; and to that Gien whichis ingrafted 
into:it, ;his. Wife. And ifhe fhall but peep out 
- of this little Principality, attempt to inlarge his 
Territories; and prefcribe to any Foreigner, he 


will foon ot fiom t how little his power is ac- 


knowledged, and confequently how great a di- 


{tance hé ftands in this particular alfo from the | 


Gentleman, | , ee 
6 THE fifth is that of Reputation’ and 
Efteem; which, asthe World goes, is a fhadow 
that waits only on the greater Bodies. -Wealth 
and Honour are the things that render any perfon 
confiderable amongft Men, prepare them with 
- an aptnefs to embrace his Dictates, to cenfider 
his Counfels, to tranfcribe his Copies: And 
though now it often falls out to be an unyuft mea 
fure, yet perhaps it may have no unjuft Original, 
For if jo ons did make ufe of thofe advanta- 
s they have, to make their Minds as rich as 
_ their Fortunes, this were but their due. And 
therefore if it be paid them upon this fuppofition, 


N 


it is they only that are guilty of the injuftice, by 


_ defeating the ground of it. But by what tendur 
foever they hold it, *tisfure; it may be made an 
Xs Inftrument to many good purpofes, and 
therefore well deferves to be accounted. into the 
number of their advantages. But now if you 
look on the poor Man, you fhalt fee him loaded 
with Contempts, from whieh, noinward Excel- 
lencies he pofféffes can réfcue him. It is the ob- 
fervation of the wifeft of Men; that the poor mans 
wifdoma defpifed; Ecclef:9.16. So hated and 
-_ | 5 fcorned 


a 
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eS 
{corned'a thing is Poverty, that it {eems the Fate 
of itis infectious, and cafts reproach upon the 


moft eftimable things that cohabit withit. The 


world is fo full of inftances of this truth, that we 
need go no higher than our own times. | But if 
ive fhould look back, we may find| one as ancient 
as Fob, who in his own perfon experimented thefe 


diftant effects of Proff- ity and Adverfity. 


While he was in a flourifhing condition Men gave 


earto him, and waited and kept filence at hts coun- 


fel. After hu words, they [pake not again, and his 
fpeech dropped on them, Fob.29.21,22. Butin 
the next Chapter we find the Scene quite chang- 
ed, and this reverenced and adored perfon is be- 
come a fong and a by-word to the bafeft of men. I 


fhall readily acknowledge this injurious treating © 
of the poor to bea steat Barbarifm. But a 


there can nothing be inferred from it as de jure, 
yet its being fo de fatto, proves all] am about to 
affert, viz. The great unevennefs that is (in this 
inftance, aswell as the former ) between Gentle- 
- men and their Inferiors. 


4. HAVING given this Schedule of undeni- 


able Priviledges they enjoy, I fhall, before I pro- 
ceed farther, befeech them here to make a ftand, 
and foberly to confider whether it be imaginable, 
that God hath put fo many excellent Inftruments 
of Action into their hands, only to make them 
lefs active. -That were to accufe the Divine 


Wifdom of fuch an unskilful kind of managery, © 


as the fhillowelt Humane Providence falls not 
under. Will any of a at the care and ex- 


& 


penfe 


& - 
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enfe to furnifh a Servant with all’ Materials and 
tenfils for work, with no other Defign, but 
that he may {pend his time either in fleep or riot ? 
Ifthey willnot, I fhall ask how they would likea 
Servant that fhouldfo abfurdly pervert their in- 
tentions ? And according to the anfwer they give 
tothat, leave them to conclude of their own ac- 
ceptablenefs with their great Mafter; who not 
only in a fingle amuance, but in an habitual 
courfe behave themfelves as prepofteroufly. I 
cannot fee how fucha reflection, if made with any 
ferioufnefs, can mifs of being attended with a fe- 
vere felfcondemnation. : And then that being fo 


age a bafisand ground-work, fhould methinks 


yakind, even of natural energy, invite-them to. 


fuperftruct on it more Noble and Chriftian pur- 
pofes; that they whoare fo apt to expect Ado- 


ration from others, fo willing to be Idoliz’d, may - 


“not yet any longer be willing to be indeed Idols 
(have mouths and foeak,not, Sc. Pfal. 135. as ma- 
ny unactive powers, as thofe have Organs ) but 
‘may rather afpire to fome degree of refemblance 
tothat Divine Effence, whofe operations areas 
Inceffant as Excellent, andby an unintermitted 
Induftry in employing thofe advantages God hath 
put into their hands, anfwer his defign in beftow- 
ing them. | _ oe 


SECT. 
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SECT Iv. 


; The Branches of his Calling founded 1n the firft Ad-« 


 wantage, that of Education. 


, fufficiently evident, that 4 Gentleman hath 
_ 4Calling; it isnow feafonable to advance, 


I. I PRESUME ictisby this time rendred 


~ and fhew what that #. And of this the ground * 
- hath already been laidin the laft Seétion by the 
- enumeration of thofe peculiar Advantages he pof- 


' feffes; which rene bere Talents committed to 


' his managery, his 


ec=.)06UC<“ SCC 


eg bedeecid re 


alling will be the moft exact- 
ly anatomized and diftributed into its parts, by 
unfolding thofe feveral Branches of his Receits, 
and examining what improvements each of them 
is capable of, which as fo many diftinét Limbs | 
make up the entire Body of his Calling. | 

2. THIS I thall do, not only in the grofs, 
but feverally, through every one of them, and 


» fhall take the liberty of doing it with the addition 


of a double reflection; the one on the contrary 


_ pratticey the other on the pleafure and fatisfaction 


that will infallibly attend the difcharge of thy 
Duty. —_ i | 
- 3. ] BEGIN withthae of their Education; 


the former part whereof commonly commences 
as timely asthe firft Exercifes of their ain? 
| C 4 | C 
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It is fo creditable a thing to have Children put in- 
toanearly nurture, that there are few Parents fo 
carclefs of their own reputation, as to neglect it, 
bat do either by themfelves, or fome others, to 
whom they affign the charge, put them under 
fuch a Difcipline as may break their natural rude- 
nefs and ftubbornnefs, mould them into fome 
form of Civility, and teach them that firft For. | 
damental Leffon of Obedience, on which all fu. | 
ture Inftructions muft be built. And this isan 
huge Advantage, not only towards the fucceed- 
ing parts of Education, but towards the regulari- | 
ty of the whole life. For by having their Infant. 
paffions thus checked and bridled, they become | 
more tame and governable ever after. The next 
part of Education, is Eruditson and Inftruction, 
and under a Succeffion of this they are for many 
years. Scarce any that owns the name of Gentle. 
man, but will commit his Son to the care of fome 
Tutor, either at home or abroad, who at firft in- 
{tills thofe Rudiments, proper to their tenderer 
years, andas Age matures their parts, fo advan- 
ces his Lectures, till he have let them in to thofe 
fpacious Fields of Learning, which will afford 
them-both Exercife and Delight. This is that 
Tree of Knowledge, upon which there lies no inter- 
dict: which inftructs not, as that in Eden did by 
fad and coftly experience, but by fairand fafe in- 
tuitions, and may well be looked on as a principal 
plant in that Paradife, wherein God hath placed 
this rank of Men. | | | 

4. THESE two parts of Education united, 

: : ' qualifie 





ad 
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qualifie a man for many excellent purpofes. It 
‘will be impoffible to enumerate all, becaufe a | 
‘ <mind thus fubdued and cultivated, muft yet owe 
' the opportunities of many actions to outward cir- 
‘ ‘cumiftances and occafions, which being various 
* and accidental, can with no certainty be brought . 
. into the account. But abftracting from thefe, 
' there are divers more intrinfick benefits, which 
nothing but a Mans felf can fruftrate; and thofe 
alone! fhall infift on. — oO | 

5. FIRST, ‘a Manthus Educated is better 
prepared to refiftall Errors that may invade his 
Underftanding: his difcerning Faculty is more 
nimble and agile, can faddenty furround a Pro- 
pofition, and difcover the infirm and feeble 
parts; andfoisnotto be impofed upon by fuch | 
flight Sophifms, as captivate whole herds of the 
valgar This Advantage, it is apparent he hath, 
and it is his duty to make ufe.of it, to examine 
cautioufly the grounds of an Opinion, before he 
give up his affent to it, and not to betray his Rea- 
fa, either to his Sloth, by neglecting to give it 
a competent difcuffion; or to his Intereft, ny 
electing Tenents rather by their profitablenefs 
thantheirtruth. This certainly is the leaft that 
is fuppofable to be required of them inthis parti- 
cular, and fure it is fo moderate an injunction, 
as the moft mutinous humour can have no temp- 
tation to quarrel at. Forwhocould think hima 
fevere impofer, who having furnifhed a man with 
alight todirect him through fome dark paflage, 
fhould only require him not to blow it out ? 
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6.. AND ashe hath this Advantage in re{pe& 
ofhis Underftanding, fo hath he, in the fecond 
place, inrelationto his Ws: which though it be 
a free faculty, and confequently cannot be forci- 
bly determined toany thing, yet it is capable of 
perfwafions and inducements, and is ufualiy 
bended and inclined by them. It muft therefore 
be a fair ftep towards the rectifying of the Will, 
when.the intellect is ftored with ‘Arguments and 
Incentives to goodnefs. And this Learning mutt 
be fuppofed to provide for, unlefs we will ex. 
clude out ofthe Scheme, both Morality and Di- 
vinity; for each of thofe will yield variety of fuch 
Arguments. Morahty will prefent Virtue as per- 
fectly amiable in it felf, and fo fit to be embraced 
forits own fake: and not only fo, but alfo as 
highly profitable and advantageous to us, as be- 
ing that which gives the fublimeft perfection to 
our Natures, the {weeteft reft and tranquillity to 
our Minds; and in aword, a full fatisfaction to 
all our Rational Appetites. Dzvinity confirms 
_all this, and faperadde what infinitely tranfcends 
it, the affurance of thofe eternal and glorious te- 
wards in another world. And thefe furely are 
fuch tempting aleétsves, as are very proper toat- 
tract the will to chufe what appears thus excel- 
lent, thus defirable, provided they be juftly re- 
prefented toit. And the doing that, the pref- 
fing thefe motives home upon the Ws, and that 
in refutation of all the contrary deceivable pre- 
tenfions of vice, is the firft part of their obliga- 
tion. But then there is alfo a fecond, and that 
. {8; 
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a age Si See ee) TS 


-* 48, that they permit themfelves to be perfwaded 
- by {uch efficacious arguments, and actually con- 
form their wills to thefe dictates of their under- 
dtanding, that is, that they really and effectively 
be fuchmen, as their education directs and re- 
quires them to be : Which being the work of their 
Wills, twill be abfurd to plead impoffibility or 
infirmity, fince ‘tis manifeft they may if they 
will; which is fucha degree of liberty, as ferves 
in all other inftances to denominate a man a free 
agent, and fugh a all punifhments and rewards _ 
both divine ghd hamane are founded on. 

7. A ERIRD advantage is in relation to 
his Affeétions ; which being the inferior and more. 
brutifh part of the man, are yet foimpetuousand - 
affuming, that they are very apt to ufurp the do- 
fminion over the nobler faculties; and where they 
gain it, the event isanfwerable to what we fee in 
States, where the common people have wrefted 
the Scepter, allis put into confufion. Now that 
which may prevent thefe civil broils in the foul, _ 
dnd fecure the government to the proper Sove- | 
reign, may wellbe reputed an advantage. And 
tothis, nothing meerly humane is more condu- 
cing than Education. For firft, that early difci- 
pline which we prefumed, one part of it puts a 
bridle inthe. mouths of thefe head-ftrong’. paffi- 
ons, which by many repeated acts of reftraint at 
laft forget their native ferity, and become more 
calm and tractable. But then Erudition com- — 
pleats this conqueft, backs this unruly beaft, and 
by adextrous managery not only reftrains, but 

. | C . puides © 
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| guides him, and makes him ferve to many ufeful 
; purpofes, renders thefe mutinous Rebels not on. 
ly captivated flaves, but good Subjects, obedi- 
ent tothe lawsof Reafon. Allthis Education is 
of it felf aptly difpofed to do, ifmen will not take | 
the Beafts part againft it, encourage him to 
plunge, till he have thrown the’ Rider. And all 
that is in this particular required of them, is bur 
to hold faft thofe reins that are thus put into their 
hands, to keep their Affections in fuch a juf 
fubjection, that they may receive, not give laws. 
Thus we fee the influence which, Education hath 
onall the effential parts of amans mind. And 
were it here fo immured and clofed “up, ‘that it 
could make no fallies tt all thence; did the foul, 
like Gideon’s fleece, ingrofs all thy prectous dew; 
yet whileft that received fuch liberal infufions, it 
would irrefragably evince this to be no mean in- 
confiderable advantage, Butit is indeed impof- 
fible it fhould be fo confin’d; forif it ke permit- 
ted to make thefe impreffions within, as heat in 
the centre fails not to diffufe it felf to the circum. 
ference; fo certainly will it extend and manifet 
it felf in the more vifible effects; all the pro- 
ducts and emanations of a mind thus regulated 
will own their original; bear the Image of their 

Parent. | | 
6-8. AND firft his Behaviour will be affable 
and civil, not infolent and imperious; as one 
that knows Humanity and Gentlenefs is a com 
mon debt to mankind, and therefore will not 
think fit to contract or dam up his civility into fo 
, | | narrow 
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narrow a compafs, that it fhall {well into com- 
plement, and mean flattery towards thofe above, 
and not fuffer one drop to defcend on thofe be- 
- neathhim; but difperfe its itreams fo, that all 
: . channels may be filled with it. “Tis true, the 
: depth of fome will require a greater proportion to 
that filling than others ; aid there tis not to be 
doubted but he may be more liberal; only in the 
mean time the fhallower are not to remain dry. . 
Let the inequality be fuch as proceeds only from 
the capacities of the Subjects, not from the par- 
tiality of the Agent, and he .prevaricates no part 
of his duty in this matter. . 7 | 

9 SECONDLY, his Werds will be tem- - 
perate and decent, the product of judgment, not 
of rage. For he that hath calmed his paffions 
‘hath. nothing to betray him to rafh, angry, or 
rude language: this isa foam which is caft up on- 
ly by the billows of a turbulent tempeftuous 
mind; and can never be the iffues of a ferene. 
compofed temper. To this itis but proportion- | 
able, that they be alfo weighty and material. A 
wife mans words, faith the Son. of S#rach, are 
weighed in the ballance, and therefore he that.hath 
improved his Education to that. pitch of profici- 
ency, will furely look his difcourfe be fuch, as 
-mayanfwer that character, which muft at the 
leaft fuppofe it to have fomething of folidity, no 
man ever attempting to put frath and bubbles in- - 
_ totheScales. And not only fo; but it muftal-- 
{o prefume it to have fomething of ufe and value : 
for, who ever takes pains; to weigh what for its. 
: —— <= ufelefnefs 
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ufele{nefs and meannefs he intends to: caft out as 
refufe? And both thefe qualifications are very 
effential patts of a Gentleman’s dialect, the onc 
oppofed to light and foolifh, the other to. unfea- 
fonable difcourfe. For as the one hath nothing 
_ Of weight (unlefs it be that of a burden to the 
hearers ) fo the other can have nothing of ufe, nor 
confequently of worth, that being to be meafured 
by the aptnefs of it tothe perfons to whom itis 
addrefled. It fhould be the endeavour of thofe 
whom God hath endued with knowledge, to con- 
vey as much of benefit and inftruction to ethers 
-as they can: in order whereunto. ’tis neceffary 
they adapt their {peech to the capacities of thofe 
‘they treat with, otherwife let them difcourfe ne- 
ver fo elaborately, they will rather confound than 
édifie, and appear to affect more to boaft, than 
communicate their knowledge. «— 
1o. LASTLY, his a will be 
worthy andingenuous. A Man that hath this #- 
_ ward Nobility of Mind fuperadded to that of his 
Birth, will abhor to bufie himfelf vicioufly or im- 
pertinently; he hath thofe qualifications, which 
render him ufeful, and he muft give himfelf thofe 
Exercifes, whereby he may become the moft emi- 
nently fo. Ifby juft authority he be affigned to 
any publick charge, he is to embrace. it cheerful- 
ly; notasa prize either to Ambition or Cove- 
_ toufnefs, but as an opportunity of Virtue; a 
{phere wherein he may move the molt vigoroufly 
in the fervice of God and his Country. But this 


happening but to few, it is neceflary he have 
| 7 | fome 
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fome other referve of action. And fuch farely, 
he that induftrioufly defigns it, cannot want: 
wherein though perhaps his influence will not be 
fo general asinthat, yet it may fall very aufpici- 
oufly on many. And when all thofe occafions 
are exhaufted too, whenall direct operations are 
at aftand, he may yet betake him to the reflex’d, 
employ his activity upon himfelf, which will al- 


. - waies remain a proper object of his Induftry, he 


being, thougha rich, yet {till fuch an improve-. 
able foil, as will incourage and reward his Huf- 
bandry, though never fo often repeated. And 
now I fhall prefume it apparent, That Educatzon 
is a moft eftimable Treafure, a precious Mine 
that contains fo many richveins. O, why fhould 
any that poffefs it, fuffer themfelves to be poor, 
meerly for want of diligence in digging out the 
Ore! ce 3 | | 
ar. AND would to God that were an imper- 
tinent complaint, fuch as none were concerned 
in. ‘ But they that look on the Manners of ma- 
ny that have had this happy inftitution, wilf 
find too great caufe to wonder and bewail, that 
fo hopeful a Seeds-time fhould produce fo flen- » 
der, nay fodegenerateaCrop: Asif Fob’s curfe 
were here exemplified, fob 31. 40. Thiftles ta 
grow in ffead of Wheat, and Cockle in flead of Barly. — 
Plutarch tells us ofa voice frozen in the midft of a 
River,. that became audible by the thaw, and ap- 
plies it to Moral Precepts taught in youth, but 
actuated by ace. The Simile {peaks him to: 
have lived inketter times: forin thefe, the voice. 
oe ‘s.> diffolves 


diffolves with the Ice, leaves not fo much as an 
_ Eccho behind it. Men now make it the bufinefs 
of their riper years, to unravel not the follies, but 
the learning of their youth: no fooner are they 
_ got from under the Difcipline of others, bur the 
~ firft act of it they exercife, isupon thofe notions 
which have been inftilled into them. And here 
they are fuch fevere Liéfors, that the mildeft in- | 
fliction isto gag and bind them, deprive them 
both of voice and motion. Nor are they ordina- 
tily fatisfied with this, butas if they feared they 
would, like impatient Captives, watch fome ad- 
vantage to break loofe again, their final doom is 
Offraci{m, they and their Linage ; all fobex Coun- 
fels derived from them are utterly expulft, fo to- 
tally rafed out of their minds, that not the leaft 
a ofthem remain. Andall this under the 
name of Pedantry, a title, which it is probable 
their great averfnefs to their Teachers fuggefts to 
them, as the moft pathetick reproach, asif they 
meant now to be revenged on Learning and Tutor 
together, for attempting to make them wile 
againft their wills. a 
_ 12. AND nowwhen the root is thus ftockt 
up, there is little expectation of Fruit. And 
therefore he that fhall here look for thofe fore- 
mentioned effects of Education, will be more dif- 
| 1 rg eae ay Chrift {eemed to be by the Feg-tree; 
at, though frustle/s, yet afforded leaves. But 
here we are not to hope for fo much, no fign that 
ever there was fucha plant in the foil. Let us 
briefly review thofe feverals,and fee what of them 
is ordinarily to be met with. - 73. AND 
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13. AND firit forthe refifting of Errors, we 
ufually find Gentlemen no Heroes in this point: 
their Underftandings are as pliant, as {educible, as 
thofe who never had their means of -fortifying 
them. Andifthey do indeed reject Errors, it 
is commonly by the fame Engine, wherewith 
they caft off Truth, viz. their inconfideration of 
both, as not being able to endure fo much feri- 
oufnefs and intention of mind, as may ferve to enx- 
ter them of any opinion. They have tranfplant- 
ed their difcerning faculty from their intellect to 
their Senfes, and find it x ot fo full, fo inceflant 
imployment, that it can never be at leifure to re- 
vert to Scholaftick difquifitions. They can dif- 
eern exactly the moft minute error in their gar- 
ment, hold their Artificer moft rigidly to the 
Laws ofthe Mode, are moft exquifite Judges in 
all that relates to vanity or pleafure, and can they | 
ever think fit to trouble their heads (whofe leaft 
_ Lock.mutft not fora world be difturbed) with ab-_ 
{trufer {peculations,who have found'out fo much a 

more calic exercife of their faculties? If any 


fhall think this character ,partakes of the Satyr, — 


I fhall befeech him to compare it with the true 
{tate of our young GalJants in this point, and then 
upon the fame account that coldand fcanty 
praifes go for detraction, I fhall expect this ve- 
ry imperfect and partial accufation may pafs fora . 
Panegyrick. - 
_ 14. NEXT for the regulation of their Wills, 
that advantage depends fo much on the former, 
that of their Lnderftandings,that what — 

: that, 
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that, muft neceffarily be fuppofed to do the fame. 


for thisalfo. It is not imaginable that he who 


hath defaced all his principles, whether moral or 
divine, or at leaft never revolves or confiders. 
them, fhould receive any influence from them, 
fince they operate not but by a diftinét applica- 
tion. And here fhould I ask many Gentlemen, 
when they ever fo much as attempted any thing of 
this fort, I fear they would be forced to quarrel 
at the incivility of the queftion, to evade the ne- 
ceffity of anfwering it. But God knows ‘their 
actions {peak too loud, that, their bufinefs is to 
obey, not to prefcribe; to fulfil, not regulate 
their Wills. Nay indeed ’tis too frequent, that 
inftead of conforming their wills to their ‘princi- 
ples, they model and transform their principles 
to their wills, herein verifying Arifotle’s obferva- 
tion, that Pleafures are corruptive of Principles. 
And fo by this one art of inverfion, the face of 
things is quite changed; Virtue which their 
books reprefented to them as loveiy and honoura- 


ble, isnow thought to have gained that luftre on- : 


ly by the Alattery and varnifh of the painters, and 
fo is decried as the moft unamiable, defpicable 
creature: andonthe other fide, all the contrary 
vices are taken from under that black veil, Phi- 
lofophers or Divines have put upon them, and are 
furbufhed and trimm’d up, fet to open view, as 
_ the moft fplendid, glorious things, the molt 

 - adorning accomplishments of a Gentleman. 
15. AND to fecure this tranfinutation,even 
God himfelf muft have his part in it, be con- 
| | cluded 
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cluded to have been all this while mifreprefent- 


- edinthofe characters of Purity and Fuftice, his 
- word has made of him, and to have laid no fuch 


fevere re{traints upon men, as that tells us of. 


That Temperance, Chefity Self-denial, eMortifi- 


cation, &c. were but the creations of {ome melan- 


choly Reclufes, who would then envioufly impofe 
thofe bands upon others, wherewith they had . 
foolifhly fetter’d themfelves ; that God is more 
indulgent to Mens appetites, which they may fa- 
tiate es, as they pleafe, without thofe future 
dangers Preachers fright them with ? That this 
is the new Gentile Divinity, we need not appeal 
to Mens lives, their words openly proclaiming 
it, not without much {corn and contempt of 
their eafie fimplicity, who govern themfelves by 


; theother. Yetasif this would not fufficiently 


provide for impiety, as if they were confcious of 
that abfurdity, which indeed there is in defining 
God an abettour and favourer of vice, many have 
advanced a {tep higher taking a more compendi- 
ous courfe, and fince they cannot bring God 
over totheir party, make him fuch as will ferve 
their turn, will unmake him, by becoming flat 
Atheifts. Of this there are too too many inftances, 
and ‘tis to be feared will be many more, whileft 
toall other fenfual allurements that opinion 
makes to its Profelytes, this is added, that it is 
become a creditable thing, the badge and fignature 
ofa modern Wit, thus to be one of David's fools, 
in faying there # no God. oO 


16.IN 
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16. IN thenext place, let us defcend to the 
Affeétions, and {ee what effects of their educa. 
tion is difcernible there. And truly that feems 
to be no ether, than what is obfervable of a dam, 
~ put to intercept the courfe of fome rapid {tream, 
which fo foon as it is either removed or bom 
down,the torrent gufhes with fo much the greater 
violence, for having had that pace : fo here, 
_ when the reftraints, which bridled their minori- 
ty, are taken off, their paffions {well to a higher 
deeree of impetuofity, they ceafe to be boyes 
and men together, the manis difmounted, loofes 
the reins, and is drage’d whither the fury of the 
beaft directs. Afadchange, yet daily too vif 
ble in many:: for alas what is more ordinary than 
tofee Gentlemen, under the dominion of thefe 
brutifh appetites? fometimes tranfported by a 
Rage to the greateft Ulndecencies, nay Dan- 
gers ; fometimes hurried by a Luf like the po/- 
feft perfon, Mark 9.22. through fire and water, the 
moft defperate deftructive attempts, and hare 
nothing but rottennefs and difeafe as the final 
prize of all thofe difficult adventures ; fome- 
times drowned in fwinifh Intemperance; and 
fometinies again intombed in the Earth, buried 
as it were alive by fordid covetoufnefs, as if they 
meant to tranfcribe, though not the innocence, 
yetthe fufferings of the Primitive Chriftians, in 
_ being torn in pieces by wild Beafts.. Oh,that they 
might once be brought to relinquifh this abfurd 
fortitude, that thofe who laugh at the precept of 
turning the other check, eMat. 5.39. a 
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here infinitely. over-actit; and give up them- 
felves to be buffeted, yea flaughter’d by thefe 
- their cruelleft enemies, nor be fuch: Platonick 
-~ lovers of Martyrdom; as to chufe only this,where- 
to there is no Crown annexed, but what is worn 
in the Kingdom of darknefs. | 

_. 17. AND now fince we are thus to feek of 
thefe inward effects, we can with no reafon hope 
for any of thofe outward, which are the tefults 
and confequences of thefe. And then twill be 
no wonder to obferve Gentlemen behave them- © 
{elves difdainfully and imperioufly, as if they 
could not feta juft value on themfelves, without 
the unjuft contempt of others. Tis trué indeed, 
this is commonly a Wind that blows but one way, 
down the hill ; only upon thofe below them, up- 
wards they breath gentler gales; it being one of 
| their moft {tudied faculties, to perform all acts 
. .of the moft fupererrogating Civility to thofe 
. abovethem: But when that Civility is through- 
ly fcanned; it will prove a greater injury than 
the contrary Rudenefs ; ‘tis madeup of fuch hol- 
low profeffions, fuch grofs flatteries, as are 
much worfe than reproaches; nay feldom fail to 
be actually feconded with them ; there being no- 
_ thing more ufual, than to revile and deride thofe 
. atadiftance, whom, when prefent, they admire 
' amdadore. . And thefe now become fuch effential 
. Andifpenfable parts of good breeding, that the 
_ want of either inevitably betrays a man to the 
_ title of a filly Ruftick ; Flatterics and Defpifings 
being the two contrary elements, whereof he, 
- | Oe D whom 
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whom they call a Fine Gentleman, is to be com- 
pounded. : a 
18. T HIS. gives an account alfo of fome part 
ofhis Dsaleé, whichthus far anf{wers little to 
‘ thofe requifite qualifications, Weight and Uf. 
fulnefs ; there being nothing more trivial or ufe. 
lefs, than thefe two parts of converfation, and 
"twere well if no worfe epithets belonged to them. 
But ifwe look alfo into the reft, they will ordi- 
narily.appear to carry proportion with thefe: 
*Tis every mans obfervation, that no fpring wil 
rife higher than sts firft head ; and then words le- 
ing but the iffues of the Mind, where that wants 
the ballaftof fober and vertuous Notions, ‘tis 10 
wonder if the difcourfe be light and aiery. “Twer 
eafie to exemplifie in the feveral forts of it ada 
to the feveral-humours ofmen; but ’tisalfof 
needlefs, that the copy would be too exact by 
tranfcribing the impertinence too. But what fad 
frothy difcourfe is naturally, the moft fenow 
may become by accident: And.thus we fec ittie 
taf eniey of fome, who fo far retain their Ea 
cation, as to have their minds better oor 
to vent their plenty fo unfeafonably or affectedlp 
that it produces nothing of benefit to thd hearcss 
but rebounds injurionfly with the afperfion ft 
nity uponthemfelves.  — - | 
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19. BUT fuchis the mifery of this Age: tht ; 
it were a fair compofition, if Gentlemen co ; 
'perfwaded to reduce their Défcourfe only to? | 5 
rivative fort of IlInefs; ’twere fomewhat rol { | 


Po on 


ble, if as on the one fide they did not mint 
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grace, Eph. 4.29. foon the other they did not 
breath infection onthe hearers. Butalas! what 
are all thofe profane fcoffings at Piety, fo fre- 
quent among them, but as fo many blafts and 
malevolent vapours to nip and deftroy the pra- 
etice of it ? and fo we fee it too commonly dozs 
among thofe whofe greener refolutions fet them 
not above their malignant influence. How does 
their immodeft : obfcene talk difperfe and 


- {catter their own impure fires, to the inflaming 


of others? and whileftthey infcribe upon thefe | 


_ Poyfons the inviting names of Ingenuity and 
 Efprit; they do not only tempt men greedily to 


~~ -_ we 


_ imbibe them, but even defame and proftitute that 
- Wit they pretend to, render ita Wildernefs for 
all favage rudenefs to range in, and make as ma- 
_ ny Gandsdates for that reputation, as there are 


impious and beftial men in the world. And to 
this fort of Wit they have found out avery pro- 
portionable Rhetorick, I mean that of their 


— Oaths, that hellifh piece_of Oratory, which fo 
- Overfpreads their language, that (like a pro- 


fufe Embroidery that even quite hides the 
Stuffe) it becomes the moft remarkable part of 
it. “Tis nota little ftrange how this fouleft de- 
formity hath gotten to pafs for an embellifhment 


and ornament of Stile; but that it doth fo, is 


very vifible not only from the no pretence of 
other temptation to it, but alfo from that af 
fected and ftudied variety obfervable among 
them, asifthey had the fame concernment for, 


their Difsourfe, which they have for them- 


2  felves, 
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felves, viz. that it may every Year appear in 
fome new piece of Drefs, have fome Oaths frefh 
minted to fet it off. - | _ . 
20. TO all thefe we may add their vain 
~Boaftings and Affumings, which are often fo de- 
plorably ridiculous, that. ’tis doubtful whether 
more of pity or contempt belongstothem. Thus 
oftentimes, he that has but croft the Seas 
to. fetch a Feather and fantaffick eMean, brags 
- moreofhis Travels, than if he had _pafs’d the 
Line, and felt the feorchings of the Torrid ‘Zone. 
And upon the ftrength of this he takes authority 
to impofe on.others the moft abfurd and incredi- 
ble Relations; yet {till impofing more pernici- 
oufly on himfelf, . e. a belief that he appears ve- 
ry illuftrious and glorious in all this, and on that 
_confidence the fmiles which his auditors mean in 
{corn, fhall be taken in applaufe of him, and fo 
encourage thofe follies they deride. . oo 
21. INDEED where this vain humour 
dwells, it will betray it felfin innumerable inde- 
cencies of fpeech; but never does it give it felfa 
fuller or worfe character, than when it lets loofe 
to anger and rage, one of the moft genuine and 
fruitful branches of this bitter root. And this we 
frequently fee overflow inall the invenomed re- 
~ proachful language imaginable, {uch as one 
would wonder fhould fall from the mouth of any, 
whofe education had not been wholly barbarous; 
an inverted kind of Eloquence,.whereto fome, 
who have been taught the rules of better Rheto- 
_ fick, have a great fluency. 
, 22. IF 


[tgs deo 
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_ 22. Ifnow we fhould proceed to take a view of 
their Inployments, there is little doubt but that 
Tekel, Dan. 5.27. might be a proper infcription. 
onthe, yeaa mildone too, Lightnefs and Va-_ 
nity being many times the moft innocent ingredi- 
. entintHem. - And thisis buta natural inference 
- fromthe former: for fince the Principle of Acti- - 
~-ons as wellas Words is within, it will certainly 
‘operate alike in both; as Water fent from one 
‘fountain through fevera] pipes, is the fame, and 
hath equal vertues or faults ineach. It were too 
_ eafie to give as particular an account of thefe as 
.- the former; but forefecing an occafion to do that 
- ‘in another place, I fhall transfer it thither, as ~ 
_ -not defiring to iterate the importunity on foun- | 
‘grateful a fabjeck. | i 

~ 23. AND now he that fhall confider, that 
all this isthe but partial Image and reprefentati- 
onbdfthofe, who have had that Education we fo ~ 
much magnified, will fure be tempted to ask Fu- . 
; ye ea Ad quid perdttto hac ? Why was all 
thy wafte of Difcipline and Literature ? To what 
 purpofe was fo coftly a foundation laid, when the 
fuperftructure is inthe Apoftles phrafe, 1 Gor. 3. 
12. nothing but hay and ftubble ? And I doubt ma- 
ny defeated Parents have caufeto make this com-. 
plaint: butI fear alfo divers of them may with © 
yaltice accufe themfelves as Acceffories to their 
own difappointments, who by an overhafty de- 
fire of {ecing their Sons men, do at oncé antici- 
pate and fruftrate their hopes, evacuate tlie be- 
nefit of many years Education, by taking them 
es _ ~ D | too 
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too {oon from under its benigne influence, Which 
though it ufually {pring from immoderate indul- 
gence, is yet really the, greateft feverity; for — 
what can bs more fo, than totie them to all the | 
labour and toil of the Seeds-time, force their 
Childhood to that ftudy and intenfion of which 
that giddy age is moft impatient, and then {natch 
them away at the Harveft; fuffer them tocon- 
verfe no more with Learning, when once they 
grow. capable of receiving either delight or profit 
by it? Thus of late it hath been the method of 
Breeding, to poft them with an _ inconvenient 
{peed from one ftage to another, many times 
brin ing them too foon to the Univerfitysbur 
seam oftner taking them too early from it, be 

fore they have near gained what they came thither 
to furnifh themfelves with, And from thence 
the next ftep is over the Sez, which foon wathes 
away thofe Notions, which lie crudg. in their 
brains, but have wanted_ maturity of years to di- 
‘geltinto their manriers. Indeed ’tis not imagr- 
nable.how they fhould retain them, they being at 
their coming abroad folemnly put in a direct 
courfe of forgetting {peedily what they formerly 
learnt, their whole time being then by order tobe 
taken up in other unf{peculative exercifes where- 
inif they do happen to attain to fome eminence, 
_ yet ’tis {ure but a dry exchange for what they qt 
for it... But then ’tis not one in twenty that ar 
tives to that; the negligence of Governours, Of 
their own headinefs, when they find the rein 
thus flackned, often makes their: progrefs ac 


in any thing they are appointed to; but inftead 
of that, they run a full career in all debaucht 
pleafures, advance there in an inftant to the high-. 
eft proficiency. Ifay not this to decry Travel- 
}ingin general, but only the unfeafonable time 
that is chofen for it. He that would really im-— 
prove his Son by that means, fhould fend him at 
fuch a mature age, when by the help of his fore- 

oing education his Judgment is fetled and quali- 
Fed to make ufeful obfervations, his manners well 
weighed and fixed, that fo he may be capable of 
allthe good, Foreign climes can afford, and fe- 
cured from the infection of the ill; like a Load- 
itaye, attract things of weight only, and not 
like Jet, ‘draw nothing but chaff and {traws. But 
Iconfefs this a digreffion, and therefore return 
to thofe who have thus embezled this precious 
Advantage, (and who have too much of their 
own wills in it, tobe able to transfer the guilt up- 
on any error of their Parents) befeeching them 
ferioufly to lay to heart this their fo ruinous ill 


husbandry, and to let at laft fome better fruits of 


that feed appear; not to fuffera Piece of Plate ° 
’ left to the School or Colledge, to be the only 
Teftimonials that ever they were there, and fo 
bring thofe Societies under the reproach of extor- 
tion, or fraud, of profeffing learning but im- 
parting none, of having taken fome thing from 
them without giving them any valuable confide- 
ration, making them any proportionable returns. 
But that they would at laft take up this Talent 
thus long buriedin the napkin, and yet falla tra- 
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ding withit. And an the time they have 
loft fhould renderthem defperate of the reward 
of the Ten Cities, ’tis yet motive enough to indv- 
{try, torefcue themfelves from the fentence of ' 
the Slothful fervant, And yet that will not beall, | 
- for there being no middle ftate between. reward 
and punifhment, he that delivers himfelf from 
the one, puts himfelf likewife into a certain ca 
pacity ofthe other. But befides allhe is toex- , 
pect hereafter, he is fure at the time ofa very fair 
Antepatt of pleafure here, which he will imme- 
diately reap from it, as the firft fruits of the fu- 
ture rich harveft, which though the Law com- 
manded to be facrificed, yet fuch is the indul- 
gence of the Gofpel, that it exacts nothing, but 
that men would themfelvesenjoy them. | 

24. FOR fuch isthe admirable goodnefs of | 
God, that he is generally pleafed to adapt his 
commands, not only to our Eternal, but Tem- 
poral concernments ; for knowing the impatience 
of our nature, that we love not to depend wholly 
upon reverfions, he hath been pleafed to put 
fomewhat of prefent guft and relifh upon every 
partofduty. This might be evidenced diftinct- 
ly through the whole Codex of Chriftian Pre- 
cepts, his Yoke # an eafie, nay gracious Yoke; his 
burden alight burden, Mat. 11.28. And from this 
general ground, I may have warrant fufficient to 
affirm the like of this particular [am now upon. 
But itmay be yet more clearly evinced, by re- 
- Hecting on the feveral improvements of this Ta- 
lent, which have been mention’d, as the Duty of 
allthofe that poffefsit. “ ~~ = 25. AND 
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25. AND firft, forthat of anacuteand ele- 
vated Underftanding, I need appeal no further 
than tocommon Vote, to have that pronounced — 
a very defirable thing, it being hard to pick outa 
man of fuch an avowed brutality, that will own 
the defpifing it. Even thofe who will be at no 
pains to acquire, will yet profefs to efteem it. 
And we may believe them in earneft, if from no 
other arepument, yet from this, that every man 
aftects the reputation of being Wife, is pleafed 
» when he fucceeds in that aim, and on the contra- 
;. ry is not more troubled and difcomfited at any 
-’ thing, than to be taxed of Ignorance or Error. 


If any fhall deny this, I {hall fufpend his confuta- __ 


tion, til] fome body reproach him with folly, and. 
then from the difpleafure he finds in himfelf, 
- leave him to conclude his own value of Wifdam. 
-  Andindeed why da good men look upon a fool 
with fo much pity, and ill men with fo much 
{corn, if knowledge be not both a Felicity anda 
Gredit ? Noris this the fentence only of the vul- 
‘gar, who ufually admire thofe things moft, from 
which they ftand at the greateft diftance, but 
ef{pecially of the more difcerning fort of men, 
a from every tafte they have Bad of it, have 
had their appetites fo raifed, that they ‘have in- 
fatiably thirlted afterthe fuller draughts. This 
made fo many of the old Phzlofophers renounce the 
erjoyment of thofe fenfual Pleafures, that offer- 
_edthemfelves, to go in queft after this one tran- 
{cendent delight ; and Solomon to prefer this in 
_ his election before Riches and Honour, the two, 
= a principal 
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principal parts of worldly {pendor, to the rect 
‘tude of which choice God himfelf bears Teftimo 
ny. And now ifthisbe in it felf fo valuable, f 
yavifhing athing, fhall its being here connect 
with duty, prove fuch an allay,.as to deprive 
of all the guft? Certainly if itdo, it muft argu | 
the palate very perverfe and diftemper’d: for t 
all other, that one confideration would givear 
lifh and flavour to the dryeft, the moft unpleain 
undertaking. The confcience that I am nowen [ 
ployed as] ought is fuch a refrefhment as is abl 
to {weeten the fevereft labour, yea the greatel 
fuffering. Shame is a thing to which humm 
nature alk an innate abhorrence, yet the 
Apoftles made it matter of joy, when st befel them 
for Chrifts fake, Acts 5.41. And fhall this ble 
fed Copy of theirs be transformed in ftead d 
tranfcribed ? Shall thofe who have not fo muc 
Chriftian patience, as to bear the flighteft ¢ 
proach for him, have yet fo much unchrsffian fispr 
dity, as to endure the greateft in oppofition © 
him? Ghufe rather to be ignorant, when ts 
both their fin and fhame, than wife, when © 
their duty and reward? Invert S. Pauls choice 
and be foals againft Chrift, as he owns to be jr 
bim? ifthere beany fuch Antipodes in our cline, 
their unhappinefs will yet ferve to. illuftrate wt 
they refufe to partake of, viz. the felicity of 
ving secteened this part of duty in the imprr 
ment of the underftanding. 

26. IN the next place the regularity of tk 
W:K is extremely both amiable and ae? 
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For that being an uncontroulable facultie, ifitbe 

wrong fet, what torrents of mifchief and con/nafi- 
on does it let in? Ifinall its conceptions it per- 

mit the fenfual appetite to lay, like Facob, its 
pelled rods before st, allits births willbe ring-fra- 
ked, fheckled and fpotted, The ruinoufnefs of a per- 

verfe willis fo generally underftood, that there — 
is nothing renders a man even in common ac:count 
.more miferable and deplored. He whofe Will 
, Ens counter to his Reafon, every man is .dffrolo- 
ger enough to read his deffany, and prefage hisde- — 
. {truction. And bythe undecent and pernicious 
. effects ofa difordered, we may make an e. [timate 
_ of the beauty and advantage of a rectified Will. 
, Whe former, like a vitious improvident Gover- 
;, mour, expofes his Territories toa deluge, ‘firft of 
, Juxury, and then ofruine: but this lattexlikea 
. vertuous and prudent Prince, at once fecutres the 
‘. innocence, and felicity of his Subjects. Indeed 
* itis this alone that really and effectively grives us 
. the preeminence above beafts. They have choices 
- as well as we, and they have affections, but 
' wanting the higher principle of reafon, their 
choices are neceflarily determined by their affe- 
" ¢tions. Now if we who have both, are guided 
* only by the latter, wherein does our ftate differ 
‘from theirs, fave only that our liberty makes us 
b guilty, whereas their neceffity leaves them inno- 
cent? Iprefume I need fay no more, to evince 
the happinefs ofa well ordered Will, fince none 
_ canconteftit, buthe muft tacitly confefs him- 
' Self weary of his humane nature, and emulous, 
a | ao not 
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_ not ofa greater dignity, but of a degradation to 
that of the Brutes. a Pi 
~ 29. AND as much mzay be faid concernin 
the Affections, which if they be not curbed a 
heldin by the underftanding, will have as free 
and uncontroulled a {way in men, as they have in 
meer animals, but with worfe effects, by how 
much we have more objects to incite them, more 
inftruments to a¢tuate them than thefe have. If 
any man can be tempted to think this no unplea- 
fant condition, let him yet farther confider, that 
this mstamorphofis is not like the fancied tranf- 
migration of the foul, wherein it was fuppofed to 
affume the nature, and confequently the paffions 
but of one beaft alone: no, here is the whole 
Wildernefs let loofeupon a man, with all their 
contrary appetites perpetually combating one 
with another. He that hath the rapacioufnefs of 
2 Wolf, may yet have the timoroufnefs of an 
Hare, and fo is racked between the defire of ha- 
ving, andthe fear of fuffering. He that hath the 
luff ofa Goat, may yet have the intemperance of 
~ 3 Swine, and be diftracted to which af the appe: 
tites to give up himfelf. He that hagh the cruel- 
ty of a Tigre, may yet have the wilinefs of the 
Fox, which will give him the pain of many irk- 
fome delays, in attending an advantageous op- 
portunity. And fo proportionably in others. 
And what can be more unfupportably uneafie, 
- than to have thefe continual tumults within, to 
be in a ftate of hoftility, not only with other 
men, but with himfelf? Or what can there need, 
3 | beyond 
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beyond this confideration, to recommend the 
contrary condition to us? The fubduing thefe 
brutith Inclinations is the introducing Peace into 
a Land; harrafs’d and wafted with inteftine 
War: and.fure nane need be told (at leaftin 
this Age ) that that isa moft ravifhing pleafure. 
And Imay with the fame confidence appeal to 
the verdict ofany who hath tried thefe two con- 
trary {tates, and doubt not but he will from his 
experience confirm the moft profufe and even 
Poetick declamation that can be made on this 
Theme. . 7 —_— 
28. ALL I hall add is, in a joynt relation 
to this andthe two former, by obferving that il- 
Juminated underftandings, regulated Willsand 
Affections, make up a great part of the celeftral 
happinef... The Angels of light would no longer 
have right to that title, without. thefe. The fpi- 
vits of jufi men made perfects were improperly fo 
ftyled, Heb. 12.23. had they not received this ac- 
complifhment of their nature. And the greater 
degrees hereof we arrive to here, fo much the 
more fenfible anticipation have we of thofe di- 
vinejoys. And fure thus to partake with Angels | 
and Saints, isto be happy, and will be acknow- 
ledged fo by all, whefe value and wifhes of a Mz- 
hometan Paradife render them not uncompetent 
to eftimate thefe purer and refined pleafures. 
_ 29. IF from hence we proceed to thofe out-— 
ward effects, which are the refults of thefe in- 
ward, we fhall find they are all full of delight and 
fatisfaction. Courtefie and friendlinefs of Be- 


haviour © 
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haviour does not only cafta glorious luftre round 
about, attract the eyes and hearts of others, but 
it alfo reflects with cheerful and comfortabk 
leams upon our felves. For, Man being de 
RRoned by God for afociable creature, hath fuch 
propenfions and inclinations a into him, asar 
proper tothat end: and thefe are gratified and 
pleafed, when we fo demean our felves, as may 
anfwer that intention, towards which nothi 
can be more neceffary than this debonnaire an 
gentle carriage. For that allures people to ow 


-convérfation, whereas the contrary roughnels 


frights and deters them, (the churlifhneds of 
Nabal makes men they cannot fheak to him, 1 San. 
25. 14.) it givesaman part of Nebuchadnezzar’ 
fate, feparates him from among men, by fore 
them to withdraw from him; and that the wo 

part of it too; the hairs like Eagles feathers, an 
the naths like birds claws, being much the lg 
degree of the infliction, fit to’ pafs. for drefsand 
ornament, compared with that more deforming 


- difguife this rugged temper puts upon 2 mat! 


Andasonthe one fide, this morofity and four 
nefs of humour is very uneafie, fo on the other's 
that form of fawning and flattering cotnplianc 
which fome call Civility: It obliges men in maty 
circumftances to tenounce their eafe, the! 
health, yea their underftandings too, and keeps 
them in fuch conftraint, that one may truly.ip 
a lefs meafure of felf denial would ferve to conlt: 
tute aman a good Chriftian, than an exact Gat 
ticr; whereas he that keeps himfelf in 3) 

He . ; . meas) 
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PS LL 
_ mean, neither drives away one fort of company, 
~ nor buys the other fo dear: He has a Standard- | 


rs 


. meafure, by which to difpenfe his Civilities, viz, 


The quality and worth of the perfons; and con- 


' founds not himfelf with thofe more unjuft and. 
; mutable rules of their expectations. So in the 


a> =~ > - = 
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firft of the inftances he keeps himfelf 2 Man, 


_.whileft the other is in fome refpect a Beaft; in 
_ the fecond he preferves himfelf'a Freeman,whileft 
_ the other is a Slave: And fure I may refer it. 


. to.any mans decifion, which is the pleafanter 


= rh ie ae 4 Sl 


{tate. — | | 
30. NEXT for the Words, ’tis not to be 

doubted but that calm and temperate Language 

has the advantage of that which is .paffionate and 


’ rageful; and that not only in refpect of decen- 


"cys but eafetoo; of which there needs no other 


_ teftimony, than that vifible perturbation and 


-_ es 7-6 


-uneafinefs obfervable in all who. are under fuch 


a tranfportation. So in like manner, when the 


_words are pertinent and weighty, they give not 


only more fatisfaction to the hearer, but tothe — 


' {peaker alfo: This may be judged. by the contra-_ 
ry difplacency men haye..at themfelves, when 
they are confcious to have fpoken impertinently 
or undecently. By fatisfaction, | mean not 


that vanity, which men too often affect of fhew- 


ing their parts, buta juft and fober complacency, 


arifing from the confcience of having regulated | 
their difcourfe by the meafures of a Wife man 
and a Chriftian, the having faid that which may 
be of benefit, but cannot be of mifchief to his - 
— Auditors. 


| reece a et a 
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Auditors. ‘Andthis furely isa much more real 
pleafure than any tan be had in the contrary 
kind of dialect. Ifto this it be objedted, that 
generally none are fo much delighted with their 
own difcourfes, asthey who talk the moft vain- 
ly and abfurdly: I anfwer, that even thefe are 
not sarge with the vanity and abfurdity ; their 
pleafure refults from 4 miftake, fuppofing it to 
be the quite contrary. And this helps to evince, 
that folid and prudent {peaking gives fatistaction, 
fince even the fhadow and fiction of it can be made 
to yield it. 

3r, LASTLY; forthe Imployments, they 
furely muft afford moft of contentment, wher 
they arc moft noble and excellent : they do foat 
~ the time, in the direct line, they having more of 
agreeablenefs to the nature and dignity of aman; 
but they do yet more ‘fo in the reflection, whena 
man looks back uponhis day or week fpent, and 
finds his bufinefs has been worthy of him, it ex- 
hilarates and revives him, enables him to pals 
his own approbation on himfelf, and 4s it were to 
anticipate the Euge he fhall one day receive from 
his preat Mafter. But he that gives himfclf 
only the idle divertifements- of a Child, or {ets 
to the bafer drudgeries of Vice, cannot reflect 
without confufion: which is fo well underftood 
by fuch perfons,that they are fain to take fanctu- 
ry inatotal Inconfideration, never daring toask 
themfelves, What have I done 2? Which bears 
- full teftimony to the excellency and felicity 
of ingenuous Imployments, fince they _— 

7 cline 
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Cline thofe, are forced alfo to decline themfelves, ~_ 
; grow out of their own acqudintancé and ‘know- 
» ledge... uh & aes ee te 
- 4 AND now what Objection can there lie 
againft this duty, which is.in all the patts-of it 
fo advantageous and eligiblé, that it becomes 
duty not onlyto God, but even to themfelves, 
their own prefent interefts and fatisfaction ? 
; Shall pleaftire it felf lofe its nature, adopt the 
: “properties of its, direct contrary, and become irk- 
fome and abhorred; only becaufe ’tis twifted-with 
Obedience? Isthere fo perfect an antipathy be-. 
tween God and them, that ’tis impoffible they 
fhould have:the fame objects of delight ? or can 
. nio Joys have any tafte with. them, that are not . 
. the caufes and ‘fore-runners of eternal forrows ? 
. This were fuch.a degree. of perverfenefs, as com- 
: jmon Charity bids me not to.expect; and I fee 
. ‘ not what élf{é can, evacuate the pleafure that: at- 
tends the improvemént ofthis Talent of Educa- 
tion. = SOE Se an he Sp aS - ae: 
. 33. AF TER allthis, I forefee it not im- 
poffible that fome may plead.an Exemption from | 
this Obligation, by. affirming they want the 
— of it, that they never had this Education. 
am not willing to fancy thete have been fo ma: 
ny unjuft and unkind Parents.as may qualifie 
any confiderable number of Gentlemen for. this 
Plea: -But to.thofe few that can really make-it, 
J thall not think the foregoing Difcourfe wholly 
impertinent ;. for, by fhewing them the Advan- 
tages of what they fay they “i want, it may in- 
nan sh .. ite. 
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cite them (not to murmur at the negligence of _ 


their Parents, but) to ve. th repairing of it 
by becoming their own Guardians, putting. them- 
{elves into Difcipline, and by the ftri¢ét Laws of 
Reafon governing and reftraining thofe Paffions, 
_ which by the liberty of their Breeding have got 
head, by this means fupplying to themfelves the 
firft part of Education: And the like may cer- 
tainly be done for the latter alfo, if they will 
- but depofit that common error, of thinking it | 
| more manly to be ignorant than to learn, and be 
' content to put themfelves in a courfe of Erudi- 
tion, which aman may do for himfelfin his Clo- 
fet, as wellasa Tutor may do for his Difciple 
ina School ; and though he want many of thofe 
Advantages the other hath, yet ’tis oem they 
may be in a good degree fupplied by that induftry 
and defire, which all thofé are fuppofed to have, 
who are thus their own Pupils; and there. want 
not inftances of the fuccefs of them who have 
thus attempted, but I confefs there are too few 
Examples ofthe Attempt, men being apt to fit 
down. contentedly under this want; whereas let 
the fame perfons have an entailed Eftate alie- 
nated from them by any act of their Fathers, 
they arenot then fo tame, but will ftruggle to 
the utmoft to recover their rights. Yet cer- 
tainly an Ingenuous Education is as properly 
the Birth-right ofa Gentleman, as any the moft 
firmly: fetled Inheritance can be: Why fhould 
they then acquiefce in that fo injurious an Aliena- 
tion,and not feck by all endeavours of their own to 
- Wetricve this fo preciousa Pofféffion? SECT. 





‘ = . . : * an | * 
SECT. VY. ee 
Mi Pi . ‘ ay ee ee 


Of the fecond Advantage, Wealth: : a | 





g-tH E fecond Advantage we ate to con- 
- fider is that of Wealth, which that it. 
is a bleffing will ¥ know readily be af- 


 -fented to by all, mens defires and earneft pur- 


‘fuits.after it fufficiently evidencing the genézal 


- ‘efteemis had dfit. Yet though the Conctafion — 


be right, it is to be doubted mam infer it not 


“upon duc ptemiffés. “Tis not Riches. specs 


‘eonfidered that are the felicity, much lefs thofe — 
'¥axuries, ‘to which they are often made to mini- 
fter ; bat they are like toa fertile ground, which 
#f left without culture mone bears forank Weeds, _ 
‘but if rightly husbanded, yiehds abundant profic; 
and thus to manage and improve them, is not only 
‘the Intereft, but the Duty of all thofe to whom 
God hath committed them; this being the one 
defigned Advantage, for which they were intruft- 
' %. Several Improvements thete are, of which 


they drécapable; but before F proceed to theni, 


¥F muft mention one part of Duty, as fundamen- 
€aP to all the reft. And that is the well huf- 


banding of them; not in a figurative, but real 


fenfe, the having fuch a provident care of: thofe 
ca a dane y ‘good 
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‘goods and poffeffions, wherewith God hathblef 


a Man, as may fecure them from that Confumpti 
on, to which carelefnefs and floth will infallib; 
betraythem. This furely is obligatory in man} 
re{pects. Firft, in Thankfulnefs (I had almot 
faid civility) to God, who having difpenc’d then 
as a liberality, "tis ingratitude, yea affront t 
give themno regard. Secondly, in Juftice to: 
mans pofterity: He that has received a fairl 
heritance from his Anceftors, if he fufferlis 
fupine negligence to cut off the Entail, he « 
frauds thofe that were to have fucceeded him 
it,:and becomes that troubler of bis own houfe, t 
whom’ Solomon, Prov. 11. 29. affigns no oth 
Inheritance but the Wind, which is indeed all foa 
‘a perfon is like to derive upon his Iffue, the con 
mon air being oftentimes their only Patrimony 
Thirdly, in order to all thofe ends to whid 
Wealth was defigned by God, which dependa 
this, as Piatra pale aa Subjects, and fost 
all at once evacuated and nulled by the: diffigs 
‘ting of that wherein they are founded. 
which confiderations do naturally inforce up 
“men the neceffity of a a managery. 
3. THIS being fuppofed,. and the perlon 
having, asin our ae rms is.ufual, covenas 
to ftand feifed of the Eftate, let us now fee wi 
dre the proper ufes, to, which it is to,be limtt 
- “Inthe firft place,: we may rank that of Car 
- téntednefs in his portion ; which though too 
that is {et to wreftle with want it might {ecu 
‘hard precept, yetto him that flows with = 
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dance it might be thought. rather a needlefs than 


difficult injunction,if experience did not teftifie, 


that contentment is oftentimes as great a {tran- 
per in Palaces as Cottages. © ee 
-4..OF this excellent both-virtue ‘and felicity, 
there are two parts, the one a chearful injoyment 
of fo much of his Wealth, as may decently (I 
_ fay not. vainly) fupport him in that quality 
_ . wherein he is placed : God does not make Rich 
- men fuch meer Conduit-pipes of Wealth, that 
they muft pafs all, without retaining any thing. . 
themfelves; but rather like ‘the Earth, which 
though fhe conveys the {prings through her veins, 


_. yet is allowed to fuck in fo much, as may give 


her acompetent refrefhment; and he that does 
this moderately, and with a thankful reflection 
on that liberal Providence, which thus gives him 
| all things richly to enjoy, Tim. 6.14. falfifies ne 
part of his truft, nor abufes his ftewardfhip, 
_ this being, as it were, the allowed Fees of his 
: pay a Penfion allotted him by the bounty of his - 
word, Ps 8 
_.g. THE other part of coritentment is that, 
by which the defires are terminated within the 


bounds of his own poffeffions, and not fuffered:  - 


to range wildely into other mens, like Ababs inte 
Naboth’s vineyard, ufing their Wealth,.-as 
Anglers do their Fifh,.¢0 bait Hooks for more, 
by making it an Inftrument of .exterting from: 
others; which is fo great a guilt, that it near- 
ly concerns them to fecure themfelves againft it,' 
by a perfect fatisfaction in what is properly 

| E 3 7 their 
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theirown. Nay,even in what is faid, there is 
caution to be had, that there be not too eager and 
yehement endeavours of multiplying it, and that 
not only by an unlawfyl commixture with other 
meng, which is the fin eithes of oppreffion or 
fraud, but even from its own ftock, for that 
may be covetoufnefs, andis furely a direct op. 


pofition to the divine difpenfation. For when | 


God hath given aman a full fortune, and by that 
manu-mitted him from thofe carkings and {(l- 
licitudes to which needier perfons are expofed, 
for him to make it his grand bufinefs to pro. 
ject how he may add to that heap, or in the 
Prophets phrafe, lade himfelf with thick clay, 
Hab. 2.6, What is it but the degrading and 
pans himfelf from that Sphere wherein God 
_ hath placed him, a voluntary fale of himfelf to 
the Gallies or Mines ? In this refpect therefore! 
may not unaptly apply that Exhortation which 
the Apoftle makes in another, Gal. 5.1. Stand 
faft in the liberty wherewith Ghrift hath made you 
free. Let not him whom God hath by a gracious 
and peculiar providence exempted from this 
meaner fervitude, and vaffalage to the world, re- 
linquifh that fo valuable a priviledge, give up his 
ear to be bored by Mammon, when God pro: 
claimsa Fubéle. Yet ’tis poffible the quality of 
fome mens Eftates may be fuch, that they may 
be capable of advancement by a moderate and 
eafic Induftry, fuchas may no way divert them 
from more excellent Imployments, but may 1 
ther be a recreation than a toil: And in ar 
A than 2 fou: 2 sale 
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cafe I know no obligation lies on them fo to de- 
: fie an Improvement, as not to chufe'a profitable, 


before an expenfive divertifement, to {pend thofe 
vacant hours upon that, which remain by way of 
overplus from more worthy defigns and enter- 
tainments. But the perpetual follicitous pur- 
fuit after more wealth, is certainly a culpable 


' inordinacy, as being inconfiftent with that con- 


tentment and acquief{cence which is the duty of 


3 every man for whom God hath thus liberal- 


ly provided, and fuch as will befides be like- 
ly to undermine another main part of this obli- | 


gation. 


nN 


6. SUCH inthe next place we are to ac- 


- count the Charitable difpenting of his ftore, to 


fupply the indigencies of wanting perfons; which 
furely is tobe lookt on as the grand and moft 
confiderable end of his receits. God, who is 
the common Friend, as well as Father of all men, 
isnot to be imagined fo partial, as to provide 
pomps and luxuries for fome, and in the mean 
time leave others deftitute’of the neceffary en 
ports of life; yet if we look no deeper than the 


vifible portions of Poor and Rich, there is no. 


evidence of the contrary. But when we examine 
upon what Conditions and Provifo’s that. Abun- 
dance is conveyed, we fhall have no temptati- 
on fo to afperfe or charge God foolifbly: For 


though he have not difpenfed fo immediately to’ 
the Poor, yet he gives them as it were Bills of — 


Affignment upon the plenty of the Rich, a 


ference 


fight fo be fupplied by Ey fo that the dif- 


— 
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ference fecms to be only that of an Elder, and 
Younger brethren ; the Elder ufually carries the 
bulk ch the Eftate, but then that is charged with 
provifions for the Younger ; and if the quantity 


of thofe be not diftinétly expreft, but left in-— 


definitely,” that Act of Truft in che Father layes 
the greater obligation on him, not to deceive it 
by toomean and fcantya diftribution; for now 
himfelf is become a Father to them, and there- 
fore dhould proportion his bounty by the ten- 
dernefs and bowels of that moft affectionate re- 
lation. And this may not improperly be deemed 
one reafon, why among fuch multitudes of com- 
mands of Charity in the Gofpel, there is yet 
-nonethat exprefly allots the et sagen of our 
Alms, that by this act of confidence, as it were, 
men might be obliged to the higher liberality: 
And he that fhall make this Incentive to it, a pre- 
tence toexcufe the want.of it, is furea moft cri- 
minous perverter of the divine intention; trea- 
cheroufly countermining Gods facred arts, as if 
*twere not enough to rebel, unlefs in a further 
contempt he affaulted him with his own weapons. 
» Certainly God never defigned Lazarus’s ‘portion 
fhould be made up only of the Crumbs from the 
Table : For though indeed Dives is taxed that he 
gave him not them, yet if.he had, fuch a dole 
would fure never have refcued him from the 
place of torment. He who refts in a Rich mans 
bofom in Heaven, is to have fome proportiona- 
ble treatment from thofe on Earth, fome more 
hofpitable reception than a lying at the = 
a ee ae eee, Ge Sone 
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fome better Chirurgions than Dogs to cure his 
Sores ; and thofe that refufe it him, muft be pre- 
fumed to contemn not only the Lazarus, but 
the Abraham, yea the Heaven too that receives 
him, fince that which qualifies him for an admit- 
tance there,is not able to recommend him to their 
leaft regard. 

9.1 SHALL not attempt to. proportion — 
-- mens Charities, fince God hath not;- yet there 
are fome general meafures to be made to bound 
them on the finking fide, that they fallnot totoo _ 
fcandalous a lownefs; which having been done 
already bya *better Pen fhall ree, 
fer the Reader thither. But thofe poacjmn 
yet leave mens Compaffions ful] chifm. | 
{cope to prow up to what greater height Gods 
grace and mens exigencies fhall advance them: 
And furely the latter may fometimes be fuch,that 
it will become every Rich man not only to rifle 
his Coffers, pour out whatfoever his fuperflui- 
ties have there amaffed, but alfo to defalk much 
ofhis own accuftomed enjoyments, caufe the Ra- 
for to pafs even upon his whole Equipage, to cut 
off a¥ Excrefcencies, all exuberant Expences, 
that fo the {tream may run the fuller in that one 
channel which Gods providence thus cuts out for 
it. Whether this may not be a proper feafon for 
it, I leave every confidering perfon to judge. At 
the prefent I fhall befeech every man to whom 
God hath given’ Wealth, fadly to ponder how 
fcandalous a thing it will be.for him who has 
_ been the Object of fo great Bounty, to are 
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the being an Agent in any ; to difcover himfelf to 
have fuckt in nothing of the virtue, amidft fuch 
an influence of the commodities ; and to defiethe 
Example of that Liberality, by whofe effects he - 


~ fives. But withall let him confider the danger of 


italfo, how dreadful a guilt (and confequently 
vengeance) he draws upon himfelf, if he thall 
defeat this fo main end of his receipts. It isin- 
deed a complication of many crimes not only 
again{t Man, but God alfo: I fhall inftance only 
in two, moft generally decried, and yet moft emi- 
nently contained in it, Unthankfulnefs, and 
Falfnefs. 

8. GOD in his wifdom difcerning that Equ:- 
lity of Conditions would breed confufion in the 
World, has ordered feveral ftates, defign’d fome 
to Poverty, others to Riches, only annexing to 
the Rich the care of the Poor; yet that rather 
as an advantage, than a burden, a feed of more 
wealth both temporal and eternal. Now in 
this divifion of men, thofe on whom he hath 
cainfed the better lot to fall, can owe it to no- 
thing but his gracious difpofal; and therefore 
had been certainly obliged to fubmit to any the 
moft difficult tasks he fhould have difpenfed with 
it. But now that in his great indulgence he has — 
fo tempered the command, asto render it notan 
allay, but an enhancement of the mercy, he 
pives it only a bare taftlefs compliance, betrays 

imfelf to want a juft fenfe of it ; but he that flat- 

ly refiftsit, is in the moft tranfcendent degre 

barbaroully ingrate, Nay, I think I might had 
| fal 
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laid the charge higher, and called it malice; for 
what beneath that can provoke a man thus to re- 
Gift his duty and intereft together ? oie a 
9g. NOR is this all, ’tis alfo the greateft 
Perfidioufnefs : Every rich manis, as I faid be- 
fore, God’s Steward, and particularly intrufted — 
to provide for the indigent parts of his Family, 
fuch are the poor ‘and needy. Now if he leave 


- them deftitute,. and foffer either his riot or cove- 


toufnefs to feed upon their: Portions, what more 
deteftable falfenefs can be committed, not only 
in re{pect of them, whofe right hethus invades, 
but of God alfo, whofe truft he abufes? Many 
other enormities there are in Uncharitablenefs, 
which as fo many misfhapen limbs concur.to the 
making up this deformed Monfter; but I thall 
fuppofe it fufficient to have rage out thefe - 
two, which being the moft profeftly contrary ta — 
ingenuity, I muft hope will carry a very averting 
pearance to thofe who fo efpecially pretend ta 
lat quality. — i 
- 30. TO this pofitive part of duty, the being 
rich in geod works, we find the Apoftle connects 3 


negative, 1 Tim, 6.17. Gharge them that berech 


in this world that they be not high-minded, nor trufp. 
inunoertainviches. And wenced not refort to im- 
plicite faith in the Author, to perfwade us of the 
great propriety and fitnefs of thefe cautions; ‘tis 
too evident that Pride and Confidence are difea- 
fes that ufually breed in full and opulent fortunes, 
and as they {pring from the fame root, fo do they, 
like neighbouring branches, mutually — 
: 7 : | an 
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and fupport one another. Hethat is high-mind. 
ed, abhors the fubmiffion of any foreign depend. 
ence, and therefore gladly anchors on:any thin 
he can call his own; and thinking his weal 
moft properly fo, he has as great an aptnefs, 
holy Fob exprefles an averfion, to make gold hs 
hope, and to fay tothe fine gold, thou art my conf. 
dence, Fob 31.24. On the other fide, he tht 
trufts in his Wealth, is by that fortified in kis 
pride.’ Itis Ariffotle’s obfervation, that wea 
makes contumelious and infolent; which I pr 
fume he infers not only from experience, bu {. 
reafonalfo; for the ground-work of humility 
ing the fenfe of impotence and defect, he ths 
affumes a felf-fufficiency, undermines that fou 
dation, andin ftead of it lays the Bafis of the 
quite contrary temper, al] haughtinefs and elati 
on of mind. A memorable Example of thiswe 
have inthe infolent reflections of Nebuchadnz 
zar, Dan. 4.30.-which had withall fo difmal 2 
confequent, as, me thinks, fhould. like Les 
wife remain a perpetual monument to deter othes 
from all approaches towards the like vanity. 

rr, AND certainly it is a moft importast 
concernment of rich men, to fence themfelves 
againft this double temptation ; to which purpo 

eycan hardly find 2 more complete armou) 
than what they may borrow from one fhort fet- 
tence of the Apoftle, x Gor. 4.7. What. haft sh 
that thou haft not received? Let them look 
themfelves as meer Receivers, and then with 
what pretencecan they pride themfelves re 
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wherein they are barely paffive ?.‘Nay indeed ifit 
 be-throughly fcann’d, thefe Receits imply.caufe 
‘rather of fhame -than boafting ; the being. filled 
from anothers hand, is a {ure Argument (and:ta- 
cit Reproach ) of a natural and original enipti- 
nefs and if God have dealt fo liberally ‘with 
them, they may. collect ’tis in compliance :not 
with their merits, but infirmities ; his: having 
made them rich is a {trong préfumption, ‘hd ‘faw 
them not prepared to be innocently poor : And: 
{are Pride muft bea fubtile Alchimift, that-cah 
_ thence extract matter of vanity, and might with 
- equal Logick have perfwaded the Fews to glory in 
- . tthofe Indulgences, which were granted them on- 
. .Ly-for the bardnefs of'thety hearts. © et 
_, 42.-IN like manner. if they reflect on ‘their 
viches as xeccived, it renders them alfo a moft. um 
fit object of Truft. - For if-they were given; they 
may alfobe: taken away. . We hold all by that 
‘old tenure, which the Lawyers ftyle Alodiam,: be- 
‘eaufe it is from none but Gods. and his gifts (of 
. this kind at leaft ) are never fo abfolute, as to ex- 

‘ clude power of revocation... He thenthat enjoys . 
thing not upon right but bounty, muft askhis | 
‘benefactor how far he is to prefume onit. And 
if they would do fo.in this cafe, they would foon 
-be refolved how. little confidence were to be re 
fed.in wealth, -. They may hear God the great Pa- 
‘tron tell them-by.Selomon, that riches make them- 
selves wings and fly away as an eagle, Prov. 23.5. 
by -Ghrift, that the Treafures which they lay up 
hereare liable tothe Moth, atd ruff, and Thieves F 
ae 2 : | an 
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and by the Apoftle, that they are uncertain riches: 
' ‘Way indeed, if they would but ask themfelves, 
their own daily experience and obfervation; that 
would bear the fame teftimony: Every day al- 
moft gives fome renewed inftance of it. What 
multitudes of accidents are there to which mens 
goods are liable? A rough Wind, a tempeftu: 
ous Sea finks at once the Merchant and his Ship; 
an ill feafon, an hungry foil eats out the Hus- 
- bandman: and they who ran not either of thefé 
hazards, thofe whom neither the water nor the 
~ earth {wallow up, a Fire may yet confame. And 
_ ean there any fecurity be fanci’d in that wealth, 
which is thus a prey to each element fingle, and 
yet more often to them united in min, to whofe 
frauds or violences more have owed their -impo- 
verifhing, thantoany of the former accidents 2 
And now what greater infatuation can there be; 
than to placea trufton that which: is fo flitting 
and.u dy, to lean on a broken reed, of ivi 
‘Solomons phrafe, to fet ones eyes upon that whith & 


gz. BUT if by an impoffible foppofition; 
we fhould imagine Riches a bes prepared ey - a8 
they are indeed tranfitory: yet unlefs they had as 
well Strength as conftancy, they could with no 
xeafon be depended on. He that {lays by his 
friend to the laft minute, if he have to power t6 
affift him, isonly a fpectatour, not 4 teliever of 
his fufferings. Andalas, how many miferies are 
men fubject to, in which wealth can give them m6 
aid! Is a man afflicted in his body with pain? the 
a | : _ dses 


—— 


| 






| Advantage of Wealth, == 
Indies are not a competent price for a miritites 
eafe, an hours fleep. Is he perfecuted in ‘his 


Name with reproach? ’tis not whole gots of 


gold that will {top the mouth of Fame: nay of- 
tentimes the obliquic is it felf meetly the progeny 
of his wealth, that breeding envy, and es de- 
traction. But ifthe fore lie yet deeper, if it be 


_ the Soul that fuffers, that is yet farther removed 
. from poffibility of relief this way: If it faffer 4s 


a flave under the dominion of fin, no treafire can 


redeem from that vaffalage. Wealth does in- 


deed too often by adminiftring temptation 
{trengthen thofe chains, - but it cannot break 
them, -as appears too evidently by. the number of 
fuch richbondmen. If it groan under the suile 
of fin, labour under the terrours of an accifing 
Gonfcience, alas! gold is.no balm to a wound 


{pirit: the luxuries which that hag fupported. 


may help to pierce, butit has no power to heal. 
Or laftly, if the foul fall finally: under the pu- 
nifhment of fin, - there is no Commiuting that pe-— 


hance, buying off that fmart: Riches abufed 


_ may indeed fwellthe accompt, and multiply the 


{tripes, but they can riever bribe the remiffion of 
any. The Wife-man hath affured us this, Prov: 
11.4. Roches profit not inthe day.of wrath. Nor 
does this carry any oppofition to the counfel of 
our Saviour, Luke 16.9. of making friends of the 


Mammon of unrighteoufme8; for he refers not 
_ there to any natural or inherent property of 


riches, but only to that extrinfick and accidental 
advantage may be-made of them proportionably. 
| : to 
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to what was faid before of the unjuft Steward, 
whofe dexterous managery was it that réendred his 
Lords debts fo ufeful to him ;, not that they had 
any proper innate vertue to fecure him from the 
neceffity cither of begging or digging. And 
therefore we fee Chrifts words run not inan An- 
‘nunciative, but an Exhortatory ftyle: he tells 
us not that eMammon fhall make us -friends, but 
excites us tomake that our own: care, and bya 
prudent difpofure to make it fubfervient to an-end 
above its native efficacy. But-all this is fure very 
reconcileable with that natural. impotency we 
have obferved init. Wealth charitably difpofed 
may have excellent effects, but yet thofe areto 
be afcribed to the.charity, not the wealth, which 
{till remains in its own eflénce the fame unactive 
lump in the Cheft, that it was in the.Mine, like 
the heathen Deities, unable to protect .its moft 
zealous Idolaters... -A$ a further-inftance whereof 
I. may -add that which’ will found. very like a 
riddle, that riches cannot deliver even from pre- 
fent, Want: which. yet is demonftrably true in 
all thofe: rich -Mifess,. whofe: bellies are lank, 
while their coffers are full; a fort of Tantalized 
creatures, not peculiar only to’this latter age, 
for we findthem defcribed by Solomon, Ecclefaft. 
6..2. A man to whom God hath. given riches; wealth 
and honour, fothat he wanteth. nothing for: his fouk 
of all that he defiveth, yet God giveth, hint not power 
to eat thereof. - So unfignificant'a thing is wealth, 
that without the addition ofa new. power it.en- 
_ ables him not to receive the leaft. benefit from. it. - 
: and | 14. WHEN 
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14. WHEN all thisis confidered, what is 
there in wealth that can invite the leaft confi- 
dence, fince it appears fo utterly unable to fecure 
men in their moft important interefts, nay to do ' 
that which it moft immediately and moft colour- 
ably pretends to, the keeping them from want ? 
And therefore he that will not ran himfelf upon 
that fad defeat of being difappointed in his trufts, 
failed in his greateft exigents, muft look out for 
fome firmer ground whereon to build. Butalas! 
our foil affords it not: all here below was long 
fince pronounced by one that wanted neither 
wifdom nor experience,’ to be Vanity. Such 
mutations and viciflitudes attend all fublunary 
things, that he that attempts to erect any du- 
rable fatisfaction on them, outdoes the folly of 
_ that ‘abfurd’ archite¢gt Chrift mentions, and 
-. builds -not on the fand, but water: and in this - 
- fenfe the world is ftill under a deluge, not fo_ 
- much dry ground,: as where a dove may reft her . 
foot. | | | 

15. WE are then driven by way of neceflary 
refuge, to that which fhould be our voluntary, 
choice, tocome home to the Ark to fhelter our 
felves under his wings, where alone we may fe- 
curely reft, and according to the advice which 
the Apoftle fubjoyns to thefe cautions, to truft s2 
the living God. Andtodothis amidft all the fe- 
ducements of Wealth, to fee through all thofe 
mifts which the fumes of Plenty raife, and whilft 
they enjoy the gift, to confide only in the Giver, 
is indifpenfably the duty, _ fhould be the care 


of 


- J 
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_ ces be the effects of Poverty or Temper ; but k 


Table: and though one would think him bet4 
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of every one, towhom S.Pauf directs this charge, 
Al that ave rich in this world. — | 

16. AND fuch in the laft place are to take 
notice of another branch of their obligation, an 
that is to ufe that advantage which their Wealth 
gives them, towards the exercife of Temperance: 
which indeed can never be known to be truly faci, 
but when there are opportunities and temptti 
ons to the contrary. ._He that hath nothin 
wherewith to maintain a Riot, leaves it doubthl 
both to others and himfelf, whether his Abftina 


that has all the fuel for Luxury, and yet permit 
it not to kindle, he approves his Sobriety to k 
indeed his Choice, not his fate. And this ist 
moft excellent priviledge of Wealth: a 
though ’tis tobe doubted it f{carce finds roomin 
moft of our Catalogues, yet certainly it merits 
a principal place, as being much the — 
all thofe, which reflect only upon the perion 
himfelf’ This refifting of Temptations is truly 
that Heroick courage worthy of thofe that pr 
tend to Honour, fit to denominate a Gallant me 
Iwith thofe who feck that reputation by may 
rafh and unwarrantable Adventures, would het 
entertain their youthful Ardours, this’ being 4 
Field where they may be affured never to watt 
Combatants. One while Gluttony prefents it fel 
armed with the allurements of a full and delicatt 


defpicable Affailant, that has only the Kitcnin 
for his armory, yet experience fhews us, thot 
é edgelels 


a Advantage of Wealth. 6 . 


edgelefs weapons may vie with the keeneft for the 


mortalnefs of their effects. At another time 


DrunkennefS fends a Challenge by delicious Li- 
quor, cheerful and diverting Company, and that 
not without menace ofinfamy to him, who shall. 
own fo much religious cowardife, as to fear to 
hazard his Sobriety in the encounter. Some- 


times again Luf attaches him with the piercing | 


darts, the killing glances of a proftitute Beauty. 


_ Inthe mean time Pride, the moft flie and trea- 


cherdus of all the reft,. is perpetually laying am- 
buthes for him in the adorations of his Flatterers,, 
the vanity of his Attire, and innumerable kinds 


of Exceffes. And now what Knight-Errand 
would with for more Encounters?” Or why 


fhould men range abroad to invite Quarrels, 
whilft they tamely fuffer fuch Troops of enemies ' 
to bid them daily defiance? Tis, they fay, a, 
Maxime among the Swordmen, That he that has 


_ once been baffied, 4 ever after an incompetent Ghal- 


tenger: 1 wifh it might have this one fober appli- 
cation, that men would fufpend all other Duels, 


till they have righted themfelves on their Vices, 


and by fome fignal Conquefts redeemed them- 


{elves from that obloquie and defamation, which 


_ thefe mean, yet infulting Adverfaries have ex- | 


pofed them to. | | 
17. HAVING fhewed what Ufes are duly 
to be made of Wealth, let us now look back, and 


* confider whether any of them be ordinarily dif. 
. Cernible in Praéice.. And here we fhall meet 


with one fort of men, who {tumble at the very 
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threfhold, that failin that firft part of duty, on 
which all the reft depend: I mean thofe whobya 
fupine negligence fuffer their Ejfates to moulder 
and confume infenfibly, for want of an eafic in- 
{pection and overfight. Of fuch as thefe former 

' Ages have afforded inftances, and doubtlefs the 
_prefent alfo, though the number of the luxuri- 
ous wafters do now fo overwhelm them, that they 
are the lefs difcernible.. And though this feem 
to be the effect only of floth, yet certainly there 
are other concurrents to it, generally thefe two: 
firft fuch an overweening of their wealth, that 
they think it inexhauftible; and fecondly an opi- 
nion that it isa mean and pleafantly thing fora 
‘Gentleman to give himfelf the trouble of looking 





’ afterhis fortune. The motives are too ridicu- 


Jous to deferve a confutation ; but in the mean 
time it cannot but extort pity, to fee Famalies 
ruined by fuch vain whimfies. And what tole- 
rable accountcan fucha Parent giveto his beg. 
gerd Off-{pring, to whom ’tis very likely he may 
propagate the pride and floth which made the 
meer managery of an Eftate too hard for him, 
and yet withal bequeaths them the fadder toil of 
petting one? Nay, what account can he giveto 
God, from whom he received it, in order to feve- 
ral ends, if he thus at once defeat them all? 
*Twas a Command to the. Fews, that. they. srould 
not cut down Fruit-trees, though it were for fone 
ceflary anufe as to advance a Seve, Deut. 20.19. 
But this is the hewing down that Stock, from 
which fo much good Fruit fhould fpring, * 
: . i that 
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that without any pretence cither of neceffity or 
reafon. Se | 
18. OUR next view will prefent us with an- 
other fort of perfon, who as much tranfgrefles the 
duty of contentednefs in both the parts. of it. 
Tis no prodigy to fee men, whom God hath af- 
forded the portion ofthe rich, {carce to allow 
themfelves that of the poor; fo letting their eye 
be evil even to themfelves, becaufe Gods és good. 
The Egyptians were fuch jealous Reverers of thofe 
Creatures which they worfhipp’d, that he that 
violated them was in danger of ftoning, Exod. 8. — 
26. Sothefe men who have fet up their Wealth - 
for their God, pay it fo much veneration, that as 
they are impatient to have it invaded by others, 
{fo they are afraid to offer the leaft violence to it 
themfelves. They have Infhrined it to receive - 
their adorations, and it is now become Sacriledge 
( indeed the only one they f{cruple ) to debafe it to 
the fupply of their neceffities. They are ftrange 
aufterities which the Votartes of this Deity will. 
endure, even beyond the mortifications of the 
moft rigid Afcetsck.. Their whole lives are a per- 
petual contradiction to allthe appetites of Na- 
ture; yetalas! that infers here no compliance 
with thofe of Grace, but as if they meant to fet 
up a Third party in the world, they equally op- 
pofe thefe. And now he that thus opprefles him- 
felf, no wonder ifhedo the like to others, ifhe 
extort the utmoft that either power or fraud can 
- wring from any. And that this work may not be — 
retarded, he is provided of variety of inftruments 
ae - I 3 — for 
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for it. Sometimes Bribery muft give him a legal 
colourto rob hisneighbour. Or if a Witnefs 
prove a better pemmy-worth than the Judge, Subor- 
nation fhall do the bufinefs. Sometimes Extor- 
tion fhall prey upon a needy Creditor, and that 
not only with the flower gnawings of the Canker, 
but with the more ravenous devourings of the 
Vulture, Sometimes the Rack is brought out, 
_anda poor Tenant faftned on it, and there fo 
ftrained: and diftorted, that he can never knit 
again to any competent fubfiftence. Sometimes 
again a poor neighbouring Prodigal fhall be fpur- 
redonto farther riot, fed with money, that fo 
by a forfeited eMortgage he may feife on his 
Kitate. Inaword, *twere endlefs to reckon up 
al} the engines of rapine which this preedy Invader 
hath in his magazine. . And of fuch a one I pre- 
fume every man will pronounce, that he notori- 
oufly violates the precept of Contentednefs. 

19. BUT though this be the at yet is 
he not the only Tranfereffour. There is alfo an- 
other more plaufible fort, who though they do 
not thus feek to encreafe their wealth at other 
mens cofts, yet do it too much at their own: 
whofe Brains are meer forges of Projects, perpe- 
tually hammering out fome new Contrivance for 
gain, that continually travel in birth of fome 

efh Improvement, fuffer all the pangs and 
throws of a carking folicitude in purfuitof it. J 
know this piece of CovetoufnefsS hath better luck 
than the reft, and paffes for a creditable thing, 

under the {pegious name of good husbandry Picx | 
x 4 1ure 
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fure if it be throughly penetrated, it will appear — 
‘no lefs oppofite to Contentment than the for- 
mer. Nor can that guilt be invaded by thofé 
that fay, they feek to advance their Fortunes, 
not out of the Mifers defign of hoarding up, but. 
out of the more generous purpofe of living more 
fplendidly. For fure he that covets more to 
{pend, is as little contented in his portion, as 
he that covets more to lay up: he that thinks 
his Table too fcanty, his equipage too low, is 
as far from being fatisfied, as he that thinks his 
land too little, his bag to empty. So that 
tis apparent thefe arrows -come out of the | 
‘fame quiver, though they be fhot at feveral 
marks. 3 : 
20. AND between both thefe motives of 
priping, no wonder if the Duty of Alms-giving be - 
 crouded intoa very narrow compafs.. That ex- 
cellent vertue of Charity has indeed much of 
the Image and imprefs of Ghr:# upon it: but the © 
‘World has given ita further kind of conformity 
with him than he ever defign’d, its crucifixion 
between CGovetoufnefs and Luxury, being the © 
‘counterpart of his hanging between the Thieves. 
There wants only one member of the parallel, 
the breaking the legs of thefe eMalefactors, which | 
God knows our Souldsers, nay many Armies of 
them have not been able to do. The many in- 
{tances thefe times have given of the fudden dif- 
fipation of mens Idolized heaps, have not yet fo 
‘difciplin’d the Worldling, as to perfwade him 
to fay up bts treafurein heaven, And the loud calls 
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of God to weeping and mourning and givding with 
‘fackcloth, have moft prepofteroufly been Eccho- 
ed back with the louder noife of mens revellings, 
- and wild jollities. And then they who thus 
defpife the judgments of God, are very unlike- 
‘ly técompaffionate the miferies of men, and I 
doubt there are many who thus anfwer the cha- 
racter of the unjuft Fudge, Lu. 18. that neither 
fear God nor regard man, nay that far outgo him 
in inexorablenefs of temper. He was to be 
wrought upon by émportunity; but fo petrified are 
thefe mens bowels, that no prayers nor tears . 
can diffolve them. ’Tis a much eafier task to 
dig Metal out of its native Mine, than to fetch 
it out of the covetous mans Coffer. The Earth, 
though fhe hide, yet fhe guards not her treafure, 
"tis acceffible to the induftry of any that will 
{earch for it: buthe like an Argus ftands Cen- 
tinel about his, and founds an alarm upon the 
remoteft appearance of a, poor fuppliant. With 
‘what jealoufie does he eye any that he can but 
fancy to come upon that ungrateful errand, and 
then how many arts has he to prevent the affault ? 
Or if by fome extraordinary Charm all his eyes 
have fo flept at once, that ke happen to be fur- 
 prifed, yet he has fo many weapons of defence, 
that the affailant fhall gain little py it, but the 
fhame of an open repulfe, being fure to find 
him impregnable, As for the Voluptuary, he has 
_ fo many expenfive lufts to maintain, that he has 
_ difficulty enough howto gratifie all them in the 
diftribution of his wealth : they are competi- 

| "tors 


= ¢ 


tors to each other, yet joyn to keep out that 
which would be a common oneto them all. He 
that grudges not the wildeft profufions of his 
conic, vet thinksan Alms will undo him. ’Tis 
the nae | bufinefs of his life to contrive wayes of: 
expenfe: yet when any object of charity prefents 
one, he becomes thrifty on the fudden, like the 
Senfitive plant fhrinks at that touch, and that 
open hand of his clutches as faft, as if fome con- 
vulfion had contracted it. Thus totally have men 
forgot upon what terms their wealth was piven 
them, .and thereby like miferable Chymifts, ex- 
tract Poyfon out of Cordials, a Curfe out of a 
_ - Bleffing. Riches were defigned by God to be 
_ fubfervient to that Compaffion which he has im- 
planted inhumane nature: but now they are be- 
come the means of fuppreffing and eradicating it. 
Rich men look upon poor, as if they were crea- 
tures of another /peces, things wherein they 
- were perfectly unconcerned. “Tis Strada’s fan- 
ey, thatthere isfuch a fympathy raifed between . 
two Needles touched by the fame Loadftone, that — 
perfons at the greateft diftance may by the confent of 
their’ motion’ maintain a correfpondency. * \ fhall 
not undertake forthe truth of the Experiment, 
‘but however methinks ’tis matter of reproach to 
us, that thefe inanimate creatures fhould have 
fo much obfervable accord; as. to give pretence 
for fuch a conjecture, whileft men who have fo 
many undoubted principles of union both from 
‘natureand grace, have quite extinguifhed all: ef- 
fects of them, “That too many: have fo, = 

- | : needs. 
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needs no other evidence than the many unfuc- 
cour’d extremities of the Poor. For how elfe 
can it become poffible, that one rank of men 
fhould gluttonize, and another ftarve ? That he 
that thinks it death to endure cither the want or 
moderation of a Meal, fhould never confider 
what are the gripings of the ftill empty fto- 
mach? That he fhould without all regret fee 
his own humane natere pining and languifhing 
in the perfon of his poor brother, whileft in 
himfelf ‘tis oppreft with the quite contrary ex- 
cefles, and might be relieved in both by a more 
equal diftribution ? | 
21. AND now who can fufficiently deplore, 
the wants of the Poor, fhall I fay,or rather the in- 
humanity of the Rich! This furely is the fadder 
f{pectacle of the two: the one only fuffers, the 
other fins. And that fuffering too may end in 
eternal refrefhment, whereas the other in end- 
~ Jefs torment. Lazarus refts in Abrahams bo- 
fome, whenthe uncharitable Glutton fries in per- 
apa flames. And ohthatthis were through- 
ly weighed, that they would. confider that every 
egree of unmercifulnefs they fhew to others, 
reverts with a rebounded force upon themfelves ! 
Alas, ’tis not fo much the poor mans body, as 
their own fouls, that fué for their alms. And 
whenever they fhut up their bowels of compaf- 
a from the one,what do they but ogee ilew tauciay 
eal up Gods ffore-houfes and treafuries from the 
other? When they deny the crums from their 
table, they deny themfelyes a, drop of water to cool 
herr tongues, _ . 23, BUT 


- — 
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22. BUT LIfearthis of [liberality may pafs 
for a modetate crime in this Age, whenfo many 

' are guilty of another fo far tranfcendingit. For 
_ dowe not fee divers, who inftead of abating their 
| Exceffes to relieve the Poor, do maimtai their 
- Riot uponthem? If the defperate Debts of poor 
_ ‘Tradef{men were examined, I doubt not this 
would gppear a fad truth. "Tis become fo 
_ fafhionable athing to run into Scores, and foun- | 
_ fafhionable to pay them, that he is fcarce thought 
- Well-bred; that has not bankrupted one at leaft 
_ Of each Trade he deals with. Their only care is 
to get credulous Merchants, who fo long as they 
- truft ftoutly fhall have fair words, but if once” 
_ their faith fail, then,asifthe Solifidian doctrine 
_had ftretcht it felf into Traffick as well as Di- 
vinity, they are pronounced Reprobates, and as 
folicitoufly avoided asthe Separatist fhuns a per- 
fon whom he is pleafed tocall carnal. Pofterns 
and obfcure paflages are contrived, on purpofe 
to efcape them ; a that a poor Creditour muft 
= many daies, nay moneths attendances, be- 
ore he can fo furprife 2 Gentleman, as to come 
but to ask his own; and then the beft return he 
ufually meets with, is fome empty promifes to 
bribe a delay. But fometimes he fares much 
worle, and asif ’twerea crime not to ftarve fi © 
lently, he is reviled and reproached, and harfh 
and contumelious language become his only pay-. 
ment. It has been received asa Maxim, That we 
are all kind to our own creatures: But this cafe. 
fhews ’tis no unjverfal rule ; for thofe who: = 
, | make 
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make poor men, areofall others the moft bar- 
-barous tothem in their poverty. But let thofe 
who thus fhuffle off their Reckonings with men, 
remember that there will come a day, when they 
fhail not be able to decline their Accompt to 
God. And with what horrour and confufion 
muft they appear at that Audit, when they fhall 
be charged net only with the mifpending their 
own eftates, but other mens, the having added 
robbery to unmercifulnefs ? | _ 

-- 23. IF inthe next _ we fhall reflect on 
the Apoftles caution of not being high-minded or 
trufting in uncertain riches, we muft turn to our 
Bibles to be fatisfied there was ever any fuch 
- charge given, there is fo little of it to be read in 
mens practices. Humility is a plant, that is 
carefully weeded out of all rich grounds, ac- 


_ counted a mean degenerous quality, that like © 


‘Treafon -attaints the bloud, and forfeits’ Nobili- 
ty. Gentlemen, though they are for the moft 
part very guiltlefs of the Pharifee's abftinence, 
the faffing twice a week, do yct tranf{cribe the 
worfe part of his copy, the thinking they are not 
bike other men, and believe it a juftice they owe 


their birth todofo. They have mounted them- . 


{elves aloft, and looking down from thofé. Pina- 
cles of Honour, all below fceem little and con- 
temptible, creeping things of the Earth, Worms 
and no Men. Tam not fo Br confounding of Qua- 
lities, as toexact they fhould chufe their Inti- 
mates and Companions out of the loweft rank. 
Iknow Prudensze as well as Pride has drawn a 

Partition: 


| 
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. Partition-wall between them (though perhaps the 
Jatter has raifed it to an unneceffary height ) 
but I with it might. be remembred, that as the 
Precept of Not eating Bloud was defigned not 
. forit felf, butas an Bein againft Murder, fo 
- that juftdiftance, which Order recommends be- 
tween the Noble and the Mean, is valuable only 
as a fence again{ft bafe and ignoble practices;true 
ercatnefs confifting in defpifing not the perfons, 
: butthe vices of the vulgar. Yet here alas! the 
- fenfe is quite changed, and many who look the 
. tmoft faftidioufly on the one,. will yet mix free- 
’ ly with the other; and while they foar the 
_ higheft in the opinion of their fuperiority, do 
"yet ftoop to the fordid beftialities of the mofk 
abject of men. Nay, indeed this Lure does 
fometimes make many of them defcend even from 
their punctilioes, and thofe who at another 
"meeting muft have lookt for no other treatment 
- but what St. Fames defcribes, Fam. 2.3. Stand 
‘thou there,.or fit here under my foot-ffool, fhall jn 
the rounds of good fellowfhip be equal with the 
beft: fuch a Leveller is Debauchery, that it takes 
off all diftinétions. But inthe mean time how 
rreat a fhame is it, that fuch vicious motives 
fall have force enough.to make them thus de- 
rade themfelves, when all the Engagements of 
Chriftianity are not able to do that which is much 
lefs, to abate any thing of thofe tumours, thofe 
{welling conceits of their own greatnefs or (in © 
the Pfalmift’s phrafe) to make : a know them- 
Selvestobebut Men. = 
. wee  . —24.NOR © 
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24. NOR has the other branch of the cau- 
tion any better fuccefs among them. “Tis in 
many of them too difcernible, that they place 
that Truft in uncertain Riches, whichthey fhould 
repofe only in the living Ged, fo making his 
Gifts his Rivals, and raifing him a Competitor 
even of his own Bounty. For this we need no 
other ways of probation, than only to examine, 
~ whether itis, that in any cafe of difficulty or 
diftrefs they make their earlieft and moft impor- 
tunate addreffes, for there we may conclude them 
to fix the greateft confidence. And I fear ‘tis 
too apparent, that where wealth makes but any 
the flighteft pretences, promifes the leaft aid, 
though but remote, and at the fecond hand, it 
has moft of their applications. Thus in cafe of 
Difeafe, they whofe plenty enables them for the 
coftlier methods of cure, is not their firft refort 
thither? donottheir Fees fly fafter than their 
- Prayers? and are theynot much haftier to in- 
vite the Phyfician than the Divine? Nay, in- 
| deedthe latter is {carce ever admitted, till the 
former have forfaken them; a fhrewd indication, 
where their prime hopes are built. Soagainin 
any difaftrous event, the firlt Efflay is whether 
~ Money willheal the Wound. He that is ua- 

der the difpleafure of a Superiour, feeks to a 
veafe by Prefents, or buys the friendfrep prs 
laftus, Aéés 12.20. to mediate for him. He that 
_ is brought before a Tribunal, endeavours with 
_ the fame golden Engine to draw off his Profe- 
ctutor, to bend and incline his Judge. He whofe 
a a Wealth 
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Wealth makes him purfued as a defirable Prey, 


expects his fafety even from that which is the 


original of his danger; and as iflike a Scorpion it 
alone could cure its own fting, tries whether a 
part will fecure the whole. And in the mean 


. time no attempt is made to call in God to their 
. refcue; as ifhe were an idle unconcem’d Specta- 
. tor of humane affairs, or fo inconfiderable an 
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. dependence ont 


. Ally, as not to be worth the care of engagin ; | 


him on their fide. Nay even in their laft an 
dreadfulleft danger, many feem not to quit their 
hee Wealth ; fome Teftimentary. 
Charities muft then do wonders for them, and 
pafs for all thofe Fruits of Repentance, which 


~ fhould fecure them from the Wrath to come. 


~ Even thofe that have drunk the bloud of the 


: Poor, fuffered the moft of it to incorporate into 
. their Eftates, think by difgorging fome {mall - 
‘part of it (which perhaps lies crude, not yet fo 
| digefted) ina Legacy, to eafe their confciences :. 


fo adapting their Reftitutions to their Rapines, © 


— only in this one refpect, that thofe as well as 
* thefe are of another mans goods ; they never com- 


mencing till death hath diffeized them of all pro- 


’ priety, asif the Iniqusty of the Fathers were in 
’ this fenfe tobe vifited upon the Children. Thus 


their Wills become their only Pafs-port, to con- 
veythemto Abraham’s bofome, and by thus ca- 
joleng the Poor at parting, they truft to extin- 
guifh.the clamours of all former oppreffions, and 
in {pight of Solomon will hope, that Riches foal 
profit in the day of wrath. Xt will not here be 

: | | . per- 
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pertinent to inquire how many other objects of 


Truft. they have, which divert-them from that 
one, to which the Apoftle directs them. It may 


fuffice in eicppe to fay, that none can be fup. | 
eed to truff onthe liwing God, but 


pofed in | 
thofe who by fincere piety qualifie themfelves for 
his protection; according to which meafure’tis 
tobe feared many even of. the faireft- pretenders 
willbe excluded. : 2 oe | 
25. IF nowwe proceed to the /aft part of the 


_ Rich mans Duty, the exercife of Temperance, we 
_ may without an Augur divine the return of that 


Inqueft. For it having, formerly appeared, that 
they turn that ftream, which fhould How in Ch. 
.Lity, to make the fuller current for their Luxury, 
*tis vifible they are far from defigning any fell: 


denial. But if that inference were not proof 
enough of it, they daily give us-ocular demon 
{trations:. What ftudious provifions do they 


make for the flefh to fulfil the lufts thereof? Rom. 
13.14. Nature affords not Meat delicate enough 
for their palats; it muft’be adulterated with the 
coftly mixtures of Art, before it can become Ger- 
tile nourifhment. And in this they are arrived to 
fuch a nicenefs, that Cookery is become avery 
myfterious Trade, the Kitchin has. almoft as 


- many Intricacies as the Schools. And the quan- 


tity of their Meat is not lefs extravagant than 
the kind: One that did but examine their Bids 
of Fare, would think the Dogs appetite were 
the Epidemick Difeafe among them, -if he did 
not contider they had Eyes to be fed as oie as 

| ke: Bellies. 
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Bellies. Nor will they be fo Ulnuniform, as not 
tohave their Drink beara-full proportion with 
their Meat; and ’twere well if it did no more, 
-that their Drinking had but thofe fet hours of 
their Meals, that fo there might be at leaft fome 
~ Intervals and Paufes in their Debauches ; where- 
as. now many perfons allow themfelves no 
longer Intermiffions than may juft qualifie them 
for a new Excefs; recover their wits only fo . 
far, asmay put themin capacity of lofing them 
again, ) 
_-. 26. BUT befides thefe, there is another fort 
of provifion for the flefb, of which they are no 
lefs folicitous, and which many buy in at very 
dear rates. The embraces of a Wifeare as nau- 
feous to them,aseManna tothe Ifraelites. ’Tis 
Variety they hunt after; and fothey might have 
the Turk’s Seraglio, they would not ftick to take © 
his eMahometanifm withall. Nay if that were . 
as agreeable to their Reafon to believe, as to ~ 
their inclinations to imbrace, they would cer- 
_ tainly reckon it a confiderable part of the prize, 
as that which to the prefent poffeffion fuperadds 
a liberal reverfion of thofe brutifh delights, and — 
would think they had made a very commodious 
Bargain, to have fo exchanged the Chriftians pre- 
fent purity, and future Heaven. . | 
297. TO allthefe Excefles, that of their Ap- 
parel does perfectly correfpond: fo much coft, fo 
much bufinefs goes to it, that one may almoft as 
cheaply and eafily rig out a Ship, as fet out 2 _ 
Gentleman in his compleat. Equipage. How 
& many 
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many Artificers go there to the piecing him up! 
He that fhould affign him one to each Limb» 
would much ey the number, which is in- 
' deed fo great, that if it were computed. *twould 
be found it conftituted moft of the Trades in a 
Common-wealth. A ftrange difpraportion, that 
the Little World fhould fo much outvie the 
Greater ; and a lively inftance it is of the multi- 
plying faculty of Vanity,. that can improve Na- 
tures fimple neceflity of covering, to fuch an 
_ exorbitant excefs, and has nurft up the firft Fig- 

leaves to fuch a luxuriant growth, that the Her- 
cinian Oaks, which Melz tells fuch wonders of, 
are but a kind of Pigmy-plant to-them that thus 
over{pread the World, and from covering of 
Shame, are grown to fhadow and darken Reafon it 
felf, fo creating a Moral nakednefs, whileft they 
hide a Natural. - : 
28. TO all the reft we may add their Sports 
and Recreatsons, the expenfivenefs whereof is no 
way inferiour to all the former. Gaming, like 
a Quick fand, {wallows upa man in a moment; 
and how many fuch Wrecks have thefe latter 
Ages produced? Hawks, and Hounds, and Horfes, 
Cc. are fomewhat flower devourers, yet as they 
are managed by fome, tend much to the fame 
end: fo that me thinks fuch men feem to make 
the fame menace to their Eftates, which Golsab 
didto David, 1 Sam. 17.44. I will give thee to 
the fowls of the air, and to the beafts of the field. 
Such vaft numbers of them they have, and thofe 
kept with fuch nicenefs and curiofity, as if ent: 
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had a defign to debauch the poor animals, and in- 
fect them with their luxury. “Tis now no news 
in the literal fenfe, to have the Childrens bread 


_givento Dogs; andit may within a while be as 
little, to have not only their Children, but them- 


felves want it. For Prodigality is of the nature 
ofthe Viper, and eats out the bowels of that 
Wealth which gave it birth; and Aéfon’s fate was 
both Emblem dnd Story, to be earen up with his 
Dogs. = 7 

z9. WE have feen now how much their Pra: 
étice {werves from their Duty: Let us next a lit- 
tle confider, whether they might not be happier, 


— ifthey were regulated by it. ‘And firft,¢ srudent 


overfight of their Effates is fure far from being 
fuch an opprefling burden as fome are willing to 
fancy it. For ifitbe moderate, and fuch only 


_ Trecommend, it is fuppofed to exclude all pain- 


ful and difquieting follicitudes, and then it be- 
comes only of the nature of a Divertifement, 
helps them off with fome of thofe fpare hours, — 
whofe emptinefs becomes their Load, and which 
they would elfe be in pain, and probably at no 


{mall coftto difpofe of AndI fee not why it 


fhould not be full as pleafant at the inftant, to 
talk of theix own affairs,as of other mens, (which 
yet are the ufual entertainment of thofe that neg- 


— lect their own; ) to take up Accompts at home,as 


Reckonings at the Tavern: And] am fure ’tis 
much mote fo in the confequences of it, as much 
as Peace is above, Difcord and Tumult, Plenty 
abovg Indigence and Neceffity. ey 

| Gz 30. NEXT 
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30. NEXT for Contentment, univerfal con- 
{ent fuperfedes the labour of proving that a hap- 
inefs, it being unanimoufly accorded to be the 
liver and Quinteflence of all that pretends to 
that title; tobe toall thefe outward things, as 
the Soul is to the Body, that which animates and 
infpirits them, without which they are but dead, 
yea noifome carcafes, preffures inftead of enjoy- 
ments. This isthe true Philofophers ftone, that 
turns allit touches into Gold; the poor manis 
Rich with it, and the Richeft poor without it. 
Whoever therefore defires to improve his Eftate, 
let him begin his culture or husbandry upon his 
mind, plant there this Tree of Life, the fhade 
whereof will yield him a perpetual refrefhment, 
twill make him always as Rich as ke defires to 
be; and he certainly knows not what he asks, 
thatdemands more. 
3r. THE next Duty, that of Liberality, 
may perhaps be thought not to have fo amiable an 
afpect; but it is only by thofe who look upon it 
through falfe Glaffes: men generally confider it 
asa piece of fpiritual rapine, an Engine framed 
by Divines to force open their Coffers, and plun- 
der them withouta War. But ifthey would but 
turn the right end of the Perfpeétive, twould then 


havea quite contrary appearance; they would 


difcernthatitisthe means to multiply, not di- . 
nminith their ftore, amore profitable way of ufu- 
ry than any the greedieft Extortioner hath ever 
foundout. "Tis alendsng to the Lord, Prov. 19. 
57. who furelyis the moit folvent Debtor any 

can 
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- can deal with, and one who never makes fcanty 
retributions. This I am confident might be at- 
tefted eventually true by all thofe who have at- 
- tempted to make the cxperiment. The only pre- 
-judice that can lie againft their Teftimony is the 
paucity of thofe that have fo atrempted (‘and 
would to God men would confpire to folve that 
objection ) for were all charitable perfons fum- 
mon’d to give in their. accompts, I doubt not it 
would appear their bounty had enriched, not im- 


poverifhedthem. Tam {ure I have met with fe- 


veral remarkable inftances of it, but never yet 
with one tothe contrary: and therefore if cither 
reafon or prefident may have force, he that confi- 
_ ders but rightly his own temporal Intereft cannot 
but have appetite to this Duty, in refpect of him- 
felf. And yet where there are any bowels, this 
is but a faint inducement compared with that 
which arifes from:the calamities of the perfons 
toberelieved. The wants of the Poor are loud 
and paffionate Orators, fuch as cannot mifs to 
work upon any, on whom covetoufnefs hath not 
firft wrought the unhappy eMetamorphofis, of 
turning them into ftone. And thefe having once 
conveyed into a mans mind a compaffionate re- 
ret, himfelf groans under that preffure, which — 
[ fees crufhing the other: and’ th 
more pleafant than by a feafonable charity to eafe 
both ? None doubts of tne Receivers delight, but 
fure that is fhort of the Givers, by how much the 
interiour fenfe is more fubtileand acute than the 
exteriour. Would Godthofe who make it their 
, : G 3 . Trade 


en what can be «..: 
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Trade to hunt after pleafures, would try but this 
One piece of Epicurifme, and then I doubt not, 
they would acknowledge that all meat is infipid, 
_ compared with that, which they eat with the poor 
mans mouth; the moft fplendid apparel fordid 
and inglorious, in refpect of that they wear upon 
his back; and all pleafures and recreations joy- _ 
lefs and uneafie, ballanced with thofe tranfcen- _ 
dent delights which attend the exercife of Chri- 
ftith liberality. 
32, NOR have they in the: next place any 
reafon to fufpedt the Apoftle treacherous to their 
refent intereft, when he feeks to difpoil them of 
that either Pride, or confidence, which their 
Riches are apt to create. For the former ’tis 
certain all haughty perfons may very properly in- 
terrogaté themfelyes in that form, we find Wi/d, 
5.8, What hath Pride profited us, or what good 
hath Riches with our vaunting brought us ? It would 
furely. puzzle the moft experienced man to define 
what there is in Pride, that can afford any felici- 
ty. Theutmoft that can be pretended is, that it 
is a lively chearful thing to have good thoughts of 
ones felf; but he that canin earneft make this 
plea for Pride, does in juftice owe as fair an enco- 
mium to Bedlam: for according to this meafure 
that contains the bappieft people, there being 
thofe that are the moft highly rapt in the opinion 
of their own excellencies. Yet fure we fhould 
judge him in good Election for the place, that 
fhould look upon it with appetite. But admit 
this might indeed pafs for a pleafure, yet it is the 
- — > parent 
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parent of a far greater uneafinefs, and like a car- 
cafs breeds a worm that devours it felf For he 
that looks on himfelf with fuch reverence, ex- | 
~ acts that all others fhould do fo too, and when 
he fails in that aim (as none fo frequently does, 
as the proud) what: difquietsand impatiencies is 
he under! fuch as infinitely overwhelm all the 
pleafure ofhis vain complacencies. A little dif- 
re{pect from Mordecai is able to evacuate all Ha- 
man’s profperity. Such aCheat and Impoftour | 
is Pride, that whilft it pretends to exalt, it de- 
bafes ; whilft it elevates a man above others, it _ 
really fubjects him to them, puts him in their po- | 
wer to torment and cruciate, and whilft it makes 
fhew of advancing, ’tis but in the fame manner 
that the Rack extends the ftature by diflocating 
the Joynts. And then I hope ’twill be no un-: 
friendly office to perfwade men, to keep them- 
felves from that Engine of pain, orto recom- 
mend to them fuchan humility of mind, as may 
preferve them in that fecurity and compofednefs, - 
which is fundamentally neceffary to all true hap- 
yinefs. | | 

- 33. THE very fame judgement is tobe made — 
' OF the other Branch of the Caution, the not truff- 
, ang in uncertain Riches, but in the living God: 
which is moft vifibly every mans prefent concern- — 
ment, Hethat can entertaina doubt of it, let 
him but fall into the hands of fome treacherous or 
but impotent perfon, that fhall in fome impor- 
tant affairs betray his truft, or deceive his hopes, _ 
and then Jet him tel] gre whether it be not amans_ 

| ) 7 4 immedi- 
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immediate and moft preffing Intereft, to build 
his confidences on the Rock, not on the Sand. 
Nothing but the amazing exigencies of a finking 
-man.can excufethe folly of catching at Reeds; 
but he that fhould deliberately elect fuch Sup. 
porters, would be thousht as mad, as he is fure 
.tobemiferable. Yet this is but the faint and im- 
perfect Emblem of him who refts upon his 
AWealth : whereas on the other fide he that thel- 
ters himfelfunder the fhadow of the Almighty, 
is poffc{t of a moft inexpugnable Fortrefs. For 
how can he fail of fecurity that has Omnipotency 


| 


for his Guard, or be deluded in his trufts, that _ 


dependson Truth it felf? Let thefe fo diftant 
{tates be compared, and then fure I fhall not need 
to anticipate any mans judgment, but may leave 
him to pronounce on which fide his Intereft 4s 
well as Duty lies in this particular. 

34. LASTLY, Temperance alfo puts in her 
claim to Pleafure, which! prefume thofe will be 
fure to refift, who place that wholly in the fatis- 
faction of the fenfual appetite. Yet I believe 
one might take even thefe men in fuch a feafon, 
when they fhould be forced to give up their ver- 
dict for it. Cometo the Glutton when he is ls 
bouring under the load of an overcharged fto- 
mack; to the Drunkard when his mornings ualm 
is revenging on him his Jaft nights debauch; to 
the /ufful perfon, when the torment of his bones 
admonifh him of the fins of his Aefh: and then 


ask them whether Temperance be not more plea: 


| fant than its contrary. I can fcaree think a 
7 Devi 
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Devil has any fuch ftout Confeffors, but will then 
betray hiscaufe. Butthisvirtueis init felf too 
amiable to need any of thefe Foils to illuftrate it; 
the pleafure of fubduing a Luft, of denying an 
Appetite, is not only nobler, but greater than 
any is to be had in the moft tranf{porting moment 
of fatisfying them. [very man will call hima 
Brute, that when an Enemy is in the Field lofes 
the opportunity of a glorious Victory, and expo- 


.  fes himfelf to certain Captivity, rather than for- 


fake his Liquor, or other fordid pleafure. And 


~ this is juft the decifion of the prefent cafe; Our 


Lufts are our mortalleft Enemies, and every time 
they affault us, ‘tis in our choice either by refift- 
ingthemto gain a fignal Conqueft, or elfe by — 
{tooping to thofe defpicable Cures they hold out 
tous, tobe vanquifhed by them. He that chu- 
fes the laft,, if he have any fhadow of pleafure, 
*tis only that of a Beaf?, (like an Horfe,. who 
though he hath indeed the fatisfaction of recei- 
ving Meat, yet he alfo takes the Bridle, yea. the 
Whip too from the fame hand ) ’Tis the former 
only, that is the pleafure ofa man, which} fup- - 
pofe fufficient to evince to which the difference 
belongs. For fure none can think God hath been 
_ founkind to his own Image in humane nature; ‘as 

_ in the difpenfation of felicity to aflign the larger 
fhare to the Brutes. And therefore in this parti- 
cular as well as the re{t we may conclude, that he 
is notonly the moft pious but the moft happy 
perfon, that makes the right ufes ofhis Wealth. 


SECT. 
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SECT. WI. 
Of the third Advantage, that of Time. 


I. ET us now proceed tothe third Ad- 
vantage, that of Time: which though 
men do often fo induftrioufly wafte, as 

if it were rather a burden than an advantage, yet 
the differing eftimates they make of it, when it 
is near expiting, the paffionate Death-bed wifhes 
of a few days reprieve, witnefs that it has a real 
value. -For were it an empty ufelefs thing, it 
would not then begin to appear confiderable, 
when all other vanities grow in contempt with us. 
The unhappinefs of it is, that men learn to prize 
it, as they do moft other good things, rather by 
the want than the enjoying, buy the skill of tra- 
ding with the lofs of the Talent, which fhould 
maintain the Traffick, and then only come to ac- 
count ita treafure, when they can no longer dif- 

fe it toany benefit ; and that difpofing alone 
is it that can render it truly valuable. It is there- 
fore a moft neceffary providence to learn this art 
ofimprovement, this piece of {piritual husban- 
dry, without whicha mans {elf becomes that ac- 
curfed foil, the Apoftle mentions, Heb. 6. 8. 
Whofe end ts to be burned. Let us therefore awhile 
examine what are thofe Imployments of our 
Time, 
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Time, which may render it moft fertile to our 
_ prefent comfort, and future account. 


2. EVERY man fays (though perhaps few 


confider ) that our time here # but a Prologueto 


Eternity elfewhere, and that the condition of that 
Eternity, whether happy or miferable, depends 
- upon the well husbanding of this time. That 
therefore and that only can be the right managery 
of it, whichtends to make our future Eftate as 
~happy, as it is fure to be lafting. To this pur- 
ofe God hath chalked us out fome great lines of 
uty, from whence fo many leffer do 
 arife, as will, if we will permit them, twift and 
_ ‘winde themfelves with every hour of our lives. 
_ And though thefe Duties are inthe kind ofthem 
. obligatory to all conditions ofmen, yet frequen- 
- ter Acts of them are expected from thofe, whofe 
~ Qualities and fortunes give them more vacancy 
. from fecular toils. . 
. 3. FOR certainly it is not to be fancied, that 
_ God who has put an active Principle into our na- 
, ture, fhould induftrioufly provide for the fup- 
preffing its operations in any, devote fucha Se- 
_ lect number of men, as an Hecatomb to be offered 
— up to Idlenefs. And yet much lefs can it be 
thought, that he fhould fo promote that Iniqui- — 
ty, which he profefles to hate, as to i them 
tothe purfuits of that, Manumit them from la- 
bour, to leave them freer for vice. And ifnei- 
ther of thefe can be fuppofed, iftheir leifure were 
not indulged them either that they might do no- 
thing, or doill, there remains only a third end 
uv imaginable, 7 
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imaginable, and that isthe doing good; (foras 
for Sports and Paftimes, the beft ot them cone 
fo near to Idlenefs, and the worft of them to 
Vice, that asthe one is not to be allowed any, 
fo the other no confiderable part of their time. ) 
Now becaufe none % good but one, that ts God, 
eMark to. 18. we can take our meafures of good 
actions only from his prefcription; and fo thofe 
which he has commended as fuch to Mankind in 
seneral, point out to this particular rank of men 
the nature of their Exercifes, as their efpecial 
Vacancy and leifure does the higher degrees of 
them. | 

4. AND firlt thofe of Piety towards God 
juftly challenge a great fhare of their Time. For 
whereas God may f{eem to have limited and confi- 
ned the poor mans zeal, by that Rule of prefer- 
ring mercy to.themfelves before facrifice to him; 
he does by a the rich from thofe necefii- 
tics tacitly require their devotion to {well up to 
fome proportion with his bounty to them, who 
being freed from thofe weights wherewith others 
are clogged and incumbred, even nature it felf 
fuggefts the expectation of their foaring higher. 
He has put them at a diftance from the meaner 
cares and folicitudes of life, as if he were jealous 
_ thofe might prove his rivals, and keep them from 
srowing into a clofer intimacy with himfelf. 


And fhall this defign of his love be defeated ? » 


And when he has thus fecured himfelf from one 
fort of Competitour, fhall more and bafer be 

fought out, every the triflingelt and vileft Enter- 
| | tainment 


| 
| 
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~ tainment be courted to come and fupplant him ? 
_ This were indeed to anfwer that odious character 
of the Adulterefs, Exek. 16. 34. which was not 

falicited, but did folicit. And thofe that can_ 
- make fuch unworthy and provoking returns to fo 
endearing a kindnefs, evince themfelves deftitute 
not only of grace, but of all degrees of common 
good nature. For whenhe fo projects for their 
familiarity and converfe, what can be more inhu- 
mane and ingrate, than thus fcornfully to decline 
it ? Yet under this charge al] thofe will certain- 
ly fall; who do not imploy (nay devote) every 
day fome confiderable part of this their vacant 
time to the keeping up their intercourfe with 
God, by Reading, Prayer and Meditation. 

5. IN thenext place, Themfelves put in for 
apart. But here I mean not thofe brutith fenfual 
felves, which havein many (like Pharaoh’s lean 
kine ) devoured the nobler and more excellent; 
_. but itisthe more divine and fublimated part of 
- them, on which their time is to be laid out. And 
~ here they can never want bufinefs, that being in 
feveral refpects a very proper object of their dili- 
gence. For firft, their Underftandings, how 
clear and vigorous foever, attain not their height 
at once, are not like Adam created in a ftate of 
maturity and perfection, but like his degraded 
pofterity, make gradual motions towards it, ad- 
vance by feveral f{teps and degrees of proficiency ; 
nor can we in this lifeafcendto fuch a Non ultra, 
as excludesa poffibility of growth. So that no 
advantage of Ficaien can fuperfede the = of 

After- 
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After-induftry, that being {till able to make fay- 


ther improvements, bring in new acceffions to 
their Knowledge. And thisis fo inviting anep. 
tertainment, as may very reafonably expect their 
companies fome hours of the day in their Stu- 
dies. | ; 

6. BUT though this be aconfiderable, yet is 
it not the weightieft part of that care they owe 
themfelves. Forasthe Soul confider’d in its h- 
telleé?, may thus become their Pupil, fo in its 
Morals it has often need to be their Patient. For 
though in its Original Conftitution it was per- 
fectly pure and healthy, yet by inhabiting in this 


pefthoufe the Flefh, it hath contracted muchof . 


_its contagion ; and by how much the more deli- 


cate and refined its compofition is, fo niuchthe 


more mortal are the difeafes-to which it is fub- 
ject. Ie will therefore require a clofe and wary 
attendance. A Phyfician that has a nice and ten- 
der Patient, muft be very affiduous in his care, 
obfervant of all fymptoms, watchful againft all 
accidents. And focertainly fhould men be here; 
they fhould make daily obfervations how their 
ghoftly ftrength increafes or decays, what Hu- 
mour moft predominates, whether Choler boil 
up into rage, Phelgm freez into floth; whether 
the Sanguinenefs of their temper make them lutt- 
ful, orthe Melancholy, revengeful, and accord: 
ingly apply their fpiritual Purgatives, the Baths, 
or the Palefiva, prefcribe rules of Diet and Exer- 
cife. Anddoubrlefs whoever makes thefe daily 
{trict infpections into himfelf, will by the ee 

mable 
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-mable benefit he receives from it, be taught how 
great a bleffing his Time is, and how much a 
sreater to have grace thus to employ it. | 

. BUT though a eMans felf be a Province 
me enoughto take upa good part of his time, 
yet muft he not fo ingrofs it, as to defraud his 
Neighbour, who has alfo a right to fhare in it. 
God having made man after his own Image, has 
(as part of that ) ftamped upon him the Bounty 
and Communicativenefs of his nature: and there- 
_ fore when we live wholly to our felves, we rafe 
and deface that Imprefs. Andwhen ‘tis remem- 
_ bred that the heinoufnefs even of eMurder is by 
God pronounced to arife from the violation of by 
| Image, Gen. 9. 6. parity of reafon muft conclude 
~ thisnolight guilt. Noris itonly our Goods we 
are to impart ( forthat were a very partial Tran- 
— {cript of that Bounty we are to imitate, which 
gives us fo much befides ) but in general whatever 
~ other Ability we have by which our neighbour 
may receive advantage: and foa man hasas many 
employments of his time, as he either finds or 
can make opportunities of doing good to others. 
I fay make; for fure fince God hath conftituted 
_ Love to our neighbour one of the fundamental 
laws to Mankind, weare not to look upon it only 
as an accident or cafualty, but as a main and de- 
liberate bufinefs of our lives ; not refer it wholly 
to chance whether ever we fhall do an act of this — 
kind, orno, but induftrioufly feck out and im- 
prove occafions. Thus we find the Liberality of 
our Bleffled Lord reprefented fo us in the = 

: J o 
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of the great Supper, Luke 14.16. where there was 
not only liberal provifions made for fuch as would 
come in, but importunity ufed to draw them, 
particular invitations made to the poor and the 
maimed, the halt and the blind; and when that 
brought not in guefts a the High-ways and 
Hedges were rt ranfacked, anda general Prefs, 
as it were, made of men, to receive not the Ear- 
neft-penny of Death, ( which is ufually the figni- 
fication of our Prefs-money ) but the Antepait of 
Eternal life. Oh that all thofe who pretend to 
- greatnefs of mind, would copy out this Munifi- 
cence, that they would prevent mens defires, 
and invite them to come and be obliged by them. 
For want ofthis, many occafions of doing bene- 
fits are loft; the modefty of fome, perhaps the 
pride of others, averts them from requefting 
thofe affiftances they moft need. It were there- 
fore the nobleft Study a Gentleman could enter- 
tain himfelf with, to fearch the various Wants of 
thofe within his fphere. But then he muft be 
fure to do it with a candid defign, the more op- 
portunely toapply himfelf to theiraid: he muft 
not treacheroufly inquire, who wants knowledge 
toderide, but inftrudt them; not hunt outa de- 

bauched perfon, to make him his Companion, 

but his Convert ; not find out quarrels to foment, 

but compofe them; ina word, not pry into other 

mens concernments, like a bufie-body, but a 

Friend; notto comply with his own curiofity, 

but theirneed. And now he that pays a juft Tri- 


bute of his Time to thefe three grand Duties, 
will 
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will ( when the other dués to Nature, temporal 
Affairs, and neceffary Civilities are deducted ) 
not have much to facrifice either to Idlenefs or - 
Vice, but will rather think he wants Time than 
Bufinefs. x 
8. BUT alas, the full leifure they generally 
find for the direct contrary employments, wit- 
neffes too irrefragably that they are not thus ta- 
kenup. Itis true indeed, we find God often in 
their Mouths, but it is rather in Oaths, than 
Prayers; as if they meant their piofanations 
fhould be the only tettimony that they believed a 
Deity. Howmany are there fuch profeft Vota- 
ries to Bacchus; that their Knees are referved on- 
__ ly forhim, never to be bent but in drinking of 
Healths; that feem to have enacted to them- 
felves the prophaner part of Darius’s Law, Dan, 
6.7. that of asking no Petition of God, only herein 
out-vying him, that their’s is for an indefinite, © 
not limited time ; whoreckon Saying of Prayers — 
among thofe pedantick tasks of their childhood, 
which expire with the Rod and Ferula, andcan — 
never think fit to debafe their more Manly {tate 
to it, unlefs perhaps a reftlefs night may force 
them to call it in to fupply eo of a more | 
ufual and pleafing Anodyne. hether this be 
not the pitch of many Gentlemens Devotion, I ap- 
peal toany that obferves their Practice. | 
g. NOR have they much more to doin the 
Library, than the Oratory, unlefs it be f{tored 
with Romances: any deeper fort of reading is as 
_ formidable to' them, as the Mines or Galleys ; 
H nor 
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nor do they without wonder look at thofe who 
can voluntarily fet themfelves to tug at thofe 
Oars. But Divinity is beyond all i under 
prejudice with them, decried not only asa crab 
bed, but ungentile ftudy ; {0 that upon pain of 
Reproach, none are to know more of it, than ma 

jut qualifie them to deride it; or read the Bible 
to any other purpofe, than to enable them to 
blafpheme God in his own ftile. If thefe men 
may be faid at allto converfe with God, it is in 
the fame manner, that the Pharifees did with 
our Saviour, with the infidious defign of e- 
tangling him in hw talk, Matth.22. And fure the 
more time is thus {pent, the worfe. 

10 PROPORTIONABLY to this 
they acquit themfelves of the other parts of this 
Duty; that Ime which they fhould beftow ei- 
ther in preventing or curing their fpiritual Ma- 
ladies, they lay out wholly in contracting or in- 
ereafing them.' They have made a moft ftrict 
league with the Flefh, and like faithful Conte- 
derates they omit no endeavour to f{trengthen its 
Party, to fupply it with frefh forces, the ex- 


- pence of the whole dayis managed wholly in or- 


der to thatend. Thusthat they may be fure to 
keep their Luft high and vigorous, they give it 
a nourifhing breakfaft of Sloth in the morning, 
a full meal of gluttony at noon, befides multt- 
tudes of collations in obf{cene Difcourfe and Fan- 
cies, allthe day: and with thefe Auxiliaries, it 


need not doubt to maintain the Field againft 


pocr maccrated Chaftity. So again, left Sobrie- 
) | "y 
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ty fhould happento furprife them, and gain but 
the honour of one Day, how vigilant are they to 
ive it the firft affault ?. Scarce aday that they 
, not up in Batalia againft it, and feldom 
mifs giving itatotal Rout; and if Sleep like a — 


Mift befriend it to {teal upon them in the | 


morning again, yet that little fuccefs is but a 
preparation to a more fignal Defeat in the after- | 
noon, which is with many, a time allotted whol- 
ly to thefe skirmifhes ; perhaps the chafe follow- — 
ed all night, nay, purfued fo far by fome, till an 
habitual-Sottifhnefs fave them the labour of thefe 
Quotidian Combats. Nor is their Pride fo af- 
fronted, as to be forgot in the diftribution of — 
their Time, a good fcantling of itis cut out to 
_ itsufe; fome in contriving and defigning their 
_. Cloaths, and fome in putting them on; fome in 
admiring themfelves, and fomein projecting to 
be admired by others; fome in hearing flatte: 
ries, and more in reflecting and ruminating upon 

them. | / ee 
rr. AS for thofe broken parcels of Time, 
which are not thus devoted to thefe or fome 
other fet and folemn Senfualities, they are 
gleaned up by Sports and sig apr oa! A saosin : 
nay, even fome who abftain from the former, do 
yet fo wholly abandon themfelves to the latter, 
that their lives become utterly unprofitable. Un- 
der this number [have no intention to include all — 
who allow themfelves Recreations; Iknowféme _ 

| divertifement is fo neceflary both to the Body.:. 
- . and Mind ofaman, that if it keep within mo- 

H2 . derate- 
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derate bounds, it is but a juft debt to himfelf, 


and cannot fall under any ill character: but 
that which is reprehenfible in this mat. 
ter, is the excefs and inordinacy of it, the 
making that a bufinefs, which fhould be but a 
‘diverfion. And this we fee too ufual with many, 
who abfurdly ftretch this priviledge of their Ger. 
tility, even till it break; purfue their fports of 
Hawking and Hunting, &'c. fo vehemently and 
affiduoufly, that ere they are aware, they adopt 
thefe their Callings; never confidering that 
a Fautconer or Huntf{man is indeed as meana 
Vocation, as thofe they moft defpife. But what- 
ever other paftimes of this nature any man fit 
fersto ufurp his time, he does in it extteamly 
reproach himfelf, tacitely confefles, that he is 
unfit for generousand manly imployments, and 
calls himfelf Childe, while he thus  trifles and 

plays away his daies. : 
12, E KNOW not whether may rank the 
great and deep Gameffers in this File ; for though 
the nature of their imployment belong to it,yet 
there are fuch confiderable ruinous effects of it, 
_asfeemto place itin the number of more fetl- 
ous Ills.. And indeed, though Cuftom hath cal- 
led it Play, yet the many anxious fears and ur- 
eafie Commotions which ufually attend it, evince 
the great impropriety of the Title, and would 
more reafonably have given it a name of the di 
rect contrary importance. - But as feigned names 
are commonly an art of concealing perfons, fo 
this Trade affumes the ftile of cabiciomi 7 
e 
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deed to difguife its true original, which undoubt- 
edly is Covetoufnefs. For what imaginable caufe | 
- can there be affigned, befides the defire of Win- 
ing, that fhould make men venture what they 
are fo unwilling to lofe? It is certain, he that - 
plays fora Peece, has as much of the divertive 
part, ashe that {takes a thoufand: and were that | 
all were defigned, men need not, and certainly 

would not fo profufely over-buy what offers it 
felf at fo muchacheaper rate. I know this isa 
motive men think too fordid to own, but would 
God they would once learn (in this better fenfe) 
_torevere themfelves as well as others, and de- 
{pifeto be prevailed on by what they are afha- — 
med to avow. But the event ordinarily {peaks 
it as greata Folly, as Meannefs, of which there 
are too many fad inftances in the fhipwrackt 
Fortunes of thefe Adventurers. And indeed there 
is nothing wonderful in it, but that men will be 
fo mad as to run the hazard. For that being 
fuppofed, it isnot at all ftrangeto fee them fink 
underit. Foramanhas here to deal not with 
Chance alone (which yet were but a tickle bot- 


- tom toimbark in) but with fach combinations of 


Deceit, that even good Fortune it felf will' not 
fecure him: fo that he that has not learnt to. 
Plough with the fame Heifer, is like to make but 
fad Husbandry ofit. Andeven thofe that have, 
ifthey happen to get fome few good Crops, yet 
they quite wear out the foil with them, forfeit 
that Reputation with all confidering men, which 
_fhould letthem in to farther opportunities and 

- 4 | H leave 


leave themfelves to live not fo much upon their 
own Wits, as other mens Follies. Itistrue in. . 
deed, that hath in thefe latter daies proved 4 
pretty large Common to graze on, and fome have 
{eemed to thrive well upon it; but generally fuch 
Catrle meet at lait with a pinching Winter, 
which leaves them as bare and meagre, as ever. 
In fhort, Cheating has ufually a reflexed effica- 
cy, and deceives none more than thofe that ufe 
it: yet fuchaftroak hath it now got in Gaming, 
that in moft Companies it leaves men only this 
miferable choice, Whether they will be active or 
paffive init. Which methinks fhould be enough 
toawake men, as immoderate Tyrannies ufe to 
do, to vindicate their Liberties, and reduce 
‘Gaming from this exorbitancy to its Primitive 
ufe, make itceafetobe a Trade, and become a 
Recreation ; and that too bounded with in fuch 
juft limits, that it may not incroach on thofe 
hours which fhould be deftined to greater con- 
cernments. But as it is between this and the 
ref{t, either Impertinencies or Vices, all their 
'. time is fo pre-ingaged and fore-ftalled, that their 
moft important intereft is left forlorn and neg- 
lected; they have as little leifure as will to con- 
~ fider the poor Soul, og fcarce to remember that 
they carry any fuch trifle about them. 

13. AND now they that thus forget God 
and themfelves, no wonder if they afford little 
confideration totheir brethren. They will not 
be guilty of fuch an Indecorum, or deny the Body 
of fin itsexact fymmetry, by making this part 

| : ynpro- 
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unproportionable to the reft: and therefore they 
either allowno part of their time to others, or do 
it to fuch inverted perverfe purpofes,as makes the 
payment worfe than robbery. Thus many be- 
{tow Vifits on others, not out of any purpofe of 
kindnefs, but either to trifle away their own 
time, or to make obfervations; what they can 
{nie ridiculous to entertain their laughter. A my- 
{tcry the London-vifitants are generally wellread — 
in, who have put this bufinefs long fince into.a 
fetled courfe; fothat the difcoveries of one Vi- _ 
fit fets them in aftock of defaming, backbiting - 
difcourfe for the next, and fo fucceffively ad in- 
finitum. So again, many who call themfelves 
Gentlemen, much to the reproach of that title, . 
ifthey can find outa young Heir of much wealth 
and little prudence, how officious, how diligent 
are they in attending him ? watching him as glad- 
ly asa Vulture does the fall of a Carkafs, till they — 
find an advantage to rook him at Play, entangle 


‘ him in Suretifhip, or perhaps betray him to fome 


-meanand unequal Match. Soifthey hear but 
of a beautiful Woman, what contrivances, what 
defigns do they lay, firft to fee, and then to cor- 
rupt her; make it a bufinefs to themfelves, as 
weilas a trade to their agents and factors, to 
fpring fuch game? And upon fuch occafions as 
thefe can liberally facrifice their Time, of which - 
when any Charitable office would borrow from 
them but fome few minutes, they are then fuch 
bufie perfons, they can by no means afford it. 
A Nabals blunt and churlifh refufal, or at belt a 

: | 4 | Felix’s 
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Felix’s put-off to 2 convenient feafon, are the 
ufual returns to fuch motions. But to antic 
pate the Propofal, to go in queft of fuch Oppor 
tunitics, looks with them like a piece of Knight 


_ errantry, has fo little of their practice, that it 


{carce efcapes their {corn, 
14. AND nowwhata heavy Bill of Indid- 
ment is like one day to be brought in againl 


' them, when God, their Souls, and their 7 2 


bours fhall all joyninthe Charge! Oh that they 
would feafonably confider how fadly obnoxious 
they are to it, and that condemnation which wil 
inevitably follow it; that fo they may, according 
to Chrifts counfel, eMat. 5. 25. agree mit 
thefe adverfaries while they ave in the wo 
and by yielding to each of them for tk 
future a juft portion of their Time, compouti 


the bufinefs, a the Procefs againft then 


That they would remember, that of all thei 
prodigalities, this of their Time is the moft cc 
{perate, fuch as is moft impoffible to redeem, 
and yet that wherein they are of all others th 
deeplieft concerned. And this they would ce 
tainly be convinced of, if their Aiery fancies 
could but fo condenfe into Earth, as to bring 
them into any acquaintance with their Beds 0 


- duft, give them fome foretafte of their Dyiag 


terrors: for let them but fadiy think what they 
would then give for.fome few of thofe Days tht/ 
now ftudy to fling away, and they cannot choolt 
but infer the neceffity of being better ae 
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We read in Scripture of the Demoniacks dwel- 
ling among the Tombs: but the Devil has fure 
changed . that habitation; for thofe whom he 
now pofieffes he permits not to converfe at all 
there, as knowing it isthe propereit preparative 


_ to his difpoffeffion. And doubtlefs it would be » 


the moft powerful Exorcifm, as of all others, fo - 
of this Evil fpirite (this filtching Devil, that thus 
{teals from men their precious hours) often to 
defcend into the Vault or Charnel-houfe, and 
by ferious confideration how fhort their Time, 
is, to inforce upon themfelves a care of re- 
deeming it. — a ae 
15. NOR need they fear, that to redeem 
their Time, they muft fell their Pleafures, give 
up themfelves to a joylefs ftate of life. For 


_ . though it is true they muft refign their coun- 


terfeit,they fhall have real Del es in exchange ; 
they muft part with their Glafs, but fhall have 


Gold in ftead of it. Andas none but a rude I- © 
dian will repine at that bargain in the Literal, fo 
“none but a ruder Chriftian can diflike itin the 


Moral fenfe. For in the firft place, he that im-- 
loys his téme in converfing with God, is not on-. 
y more honourably ‘and more profitably, but al- 

fo more pleafantly bufied than he can poffibly be 


anyother way. Weallfay, That Godt the cen- 


tre of Felicity: but he gives himfelf the lie, that: 
does not withal confefs, that the clofer acquain-_ 
tance we have with him, the nearer approach we 
make to happinefs. For whoever believed Psa 

un 
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Sun to be the Fountain of heat, and yet feared to 
froez by drawing near its Rays? Indeed none but 
the down-right Atheift can with any tolerable 
Logick, difpute the pleafantnefs of this Duty. 
For can any whofe Faith has fetupa God, fuffer 
their fanciesto drefs him like a Fiend? put on 
him fuch unlovely fhapes, as may beget averfion, 
deter them from approaching to him ? Can they 
call himaDeity, to whom they will not arrri- 
bute fo much as they -will to every inge:.acois 
man, the honour of being good Company? ? >: 
is to be not only prophane, but abfurd. Ani if 
there be any of fo fhort ifcourfe, I fuppofe hiin 
uncapable of conviction by Arsument: the com- 
mon Proverb hath affigned him his Teacher, zz. 
Experience. Let bis by frequent, yet reverent 
Addrefles to God, grow into fome familiariry 
with him, bring himfelf within diftance of re- 
ceiving his Gethin Influences, and then he will 
difcover how very unkind he hath been to: him- 
felfin thus long holding off’ In hamane Con- 
f not to find the guft and relifh of 

them, till we arrive to fome degree of Freedom: 
they that converfe as ftrangers, are under con- 
firaints anduneafinefs. And certainly the main 
caufe ofthat difguft men have to this Spiritual 
entercourfe, is their unaccuftomednefs to it. 
They addrefs to God perfectly as {trangers, now 
and then pay hima flight Vifit, as it were by way 
of formality and complement ; and then no won- 
der if it be neither fatisfactory to God nor them- 
felves. But then ’tis fure great injultice . de- 
| : ame 


| 
| 


fame that as unpleafant, which becomes fo only 
by their own ill managery ; to fay there is no wat 
ter in the Well, only becaufe they neglect to pro 
vide a Bucket for the drawing of it up. » 

16. IN the next place ‘tis fure, their Souls 


. mean them nomalice, in exacting part of their, 


_ Time. For firft, what they beftow in improving 


and exalting their Underftandings, does not onl 

bring them in vaft advantages in the end, but ae | 
fords them alfo very fair accommodations by the 
way. Learning yields fuch variety of agreeable 
entertainments, thatlikethe Manna in the Wil- 


 dernefs it adapts it {elf to every mans tafte, he 


_ that likes not ore fort may fit himfelf with ano- 
_ ther; and fure he muft have a ftrangely vitiated 


_ palat,, towhom none of them will relifh. _I can 


_. fearcé think. Nature has produced any thing fo 


_ diftemper’d ; but men take up general and impli- 


| cite prejudices, and will look on Books in no 


~ Se ee de “"s 


_ other notion but as Taskmafters, whereas ifthey 
~ would but confider*them as Companions; they 


could not mifs of one kind.of other, te-find a 
pleafant converfationamong'thém .  - * 
17, AS: for-that portion of their Time which | 


gs 


is {pent in attendance on the: yet more fpiritual 


quity, of the nobleft, yea divineft Imprefs. How 


part of them, ’tis rather a gift thana robbery, to | 
help them to fucha way ofexpence. Ingenuous 
men think it a prize when they meet an opportu- | 
nity to refcue vor the :fallage of time any thing 

that carries the ftamp of ancient worth and No- | 
bility. Butthisisa piece of the greateft Anti- 


can 
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can mens hours be better laid out, than in re{to- 
ring it to its primitive luftre, in wiping off that 
foil wherewith the fteam of boiling paffions hath 
obfcur’d it, and by disburdening it of thofe loads 
of noxious humors under which it labours, like 
good Phyficians recover it from a languifhing, 
infirm, to a vigorous athletique habit ? And fure 
the fatisfaction of this muft far exceed all other 
entertainments. Indeed that which is ufually 
taken up inftead of it, can with no juftice pre- 
- tend toany tolerable complacency. No man.en- 
vies his felicity, but contemns his fordid and 
abject fpirit, that picks out the bafeft and un- 
_ worthieft company: And fhall it here pafs for 
leafure to confort only with the plebeian part of 
imfelf thofe fenfual Appetites, which are the 
Common people of this Little world, to fpend 
all his time in Treating and Careffing of. thefe, 
and inthe interim let the Soul, which is of fo 
noble an extraction, fo excellent endowments, 
~ftand by neglected, nay be trodden to death in 

the croud of this vulgar rabble ? Certainly this 
isa Tragedy, that no man could fee upon the 
Stage without indignation: yet God knows, this 
isit men daily a€¥ over with applaufe to them- 
felves. would God they would once fhift the 
Scene, and let the oppreft Soul have its feafon 
of triumphing: doubtlefs they would find it 
more pleafant to fhare in its Conquefts than in 
its ruine. We read indeed of fome Nations 
that have by the rites of a barbarous religion 
been forced to make Humane facrifices: yet any 
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find not that they had fo flaughtered Humanity 
it felf, as to make it matter of delight. And 
has our Civility fo far outdone their Barbarifm, 
that it fhall be pleafure to do that in {pight of our 
Religion; which they did in obedience to theirs ? 
To butcher the Man within us, and leave no- 


Ls thing but our outward Form and inward Guilt to 


difference us from Beafts ? He that difclaims this, 
muft neceflarily confefs the pleafure lies on the 
other fide, in refcuing the Spirit from the ufur- 
pations, yea tyranny of the Flefh; and confe- 
quently, that the Time he thus beftows is not 
loft, but improved to his own greateft prefent, 
as well as future advantages. = : 
18. THE like may (in the laft place) be 
faid of that part of it which is laid out to 
the benefit of others, which. is that which 
brings us to tafte the moft delicious of humane 
delights: the pleafure of Obliging being of all - 
thofe the moft ravifhing and caafhrting. And 
for this we need not the verdict of Chriftianity : 
the Philofopher attefts it aswell as the Divine. 
Nay itis fo received a truth, that fcarce any man 


_ will avow fo much ill nature as to refift it in 


difcourfe, how much foever his practice difowns 
it. Indeed this is a pleafure of fo exalted, fo 
quinteffential a kind, that what Herod's Audi- 
tors faidin flattery of his Oration, we may fay 
_intruthofthis, "Tis the delight rather of 2God 
- than 4 man. That Soveraign Being, though he 

were ¢ternally happy in himflF yet. as if he had 


wanted 
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wanted of his compleat felicity, whileft he enjoy’d 
it alone, was pleafed rather to create, than want 
objects of his goodnefs. Anda pleafure to which 
God himfelf has given fuch an atteftation, as to 
make a World in order to it, fure cannot, with- 
out the moft impious contradiction of his choice, 
be defpifedby man. And certainly ’tis none of 
the leaft of thofe benefits he hath vouchfafed our 
‘nature, that he hath given us a capacity of it, 
by affording usthofe powers by which we may 
_ advantage and oblige one another; fo pointing 

us out a courfe, whereby we may not only inno- 
cently, but fuecefsfully entertain Lucifers defign, 
of being like the moft High. \t really makes Men 
what the Heathens “a fancied their Heroes, 
even Demi-gods. O that thofe who think it No- 
ble to be afpiring, would thus verifie the opinion, 
by terminating all their wifhes and endeavours in 
this one Generous Ambition ! and then ’tis fure 
they would not need to be told the happinefs of 
this fo Deifying an imployment. : 


SECT. 
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Of the fourth Advantage, that of by Authority. 


1. WN the fourth place we are to confider the 
Gentleman’s advantage, in refpect of his 
Authority over thofe that relate to, or de- 

pendonhim. And this, if rightly managed, is 

of excellent ufe, though as capable of being per- 
verted, as any of the former. He who has fecu- 
lar tics upon men, may often, by thofe cords ’ 
which bind their worldly intereft, draw them to. 

a confideration of their fpiritual. A Tenant who 

thinks his livelihood concerned inthe good Will 

of his Landlord, A Penfioner whofe’ f bfiftence 

re{ts uponthe bounty of his Patron, will ftrive . 

to model themfelves to fucha form, as may beft 

fuit the inclinations of the perfon they defire to 
endear: they are ufually Wax to him, that are 

Flint to others. But then, as variety of Seals — 

make differing Impreffions, fo this flexiblenefs. 

of theirs may be either abufed to ill, or improved 

to good: this Wax may receive the Image ofa . 

Beaft or an Angel. Itis therefore the duty of 

thofe who are poffeft of this advantage, to ufe it 

to the impreffing not of Vice, but Vertue; to 

contrive how they may moft effectually dif- 

countenance the one, and encourage the =o 
| 4% 7 An 
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And this they may doubtlefs have frequent oppor- 
tunities of towards either of thofe relations fore- 

mentioned. © 
2, BUT to none fo oftem asto their Deme- 
. ficks and Menial fervants. Thefe are always fo 
much.in their road, thar they {cem to be.marked 
out by God as their moft peculiar Province. 
Every Mafter has fo much of the Prophet, that 
he is fet as a Watchman, Ezek. 3.17. over his Fa- 
mily, and ought as jealoufly to obferve the ap- 
proach of any Vice towards it, as a Centinel does 
that ofanEnemy. ’Tis avery pernicious error 
for men to think themfelves no other-ways con- 
cerned in their Servants, than they are in their 
Horfes or Oxen, to look upon them only as ano- 
ther fpecies of Working-cattle, and fo they do 
. ‘their bufinefs, care not how arrant Brutes they 
be. Whereas they fhould remember, that they 
with themfelves are Common-fervants tothe one 
Great Mafter, and that the fubordination of the 
one to the other is but the wife Oceconomy of their 
Lord, who has (as in great Families we fee it 
ufual ) conftituted the one as Stewards or Super- 
vifors, to regulate the reft: and then ‘twill ap- 
- pearapiece of enormous unfaithfulnefs to neg- 
lect this charge. To avoidwhich guilt, it will 
concern Gentlemen to have a fedulous-care over 
thofe that are thus intrufted to them, to make 
{trict infpections into the manners of their fer- 
vants, and accordingly to apply inftructions, and 
admonitions, reproofs, or incouragements. And 
that they may no: tranfcribe Pharaohs Tyranny of 
a exacting 


; to their earthly and heavenly Mafter; =. - 
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exaéting brick without firaw; require the fuperftru: 
cture of Chriftian lives, where there wants the 
neceflary. foundation of Chriftian knowledge, 
they muft provide that none under their charge 





be deftitute of the means of laying that ground- 


work, of knowing. fo much. of Religion as. may 
bring them intoan acquaintance with their duty. 
But to give life to.all thefe endeavours ‘tis indif- 
penfably neceffary for them to.avow fucha Love 
to piety and vertue, and fuch a Deteftation of 


the contrary, that their fervants may fee that 


there is but one way of approving themfelves both 


3. IF it be here Objected, That it is. but a 
counterfeit vertue, which derives it felf from the 
care of pleafing.men, and fo that this is but to 
teach them.to convert prophanenefs to hypocri- 
fie: I muft yield-fo far as to confefs, that where 
that continues the final motive, it will never 
availanyman: Butas God often ufes temporal 
and outward occurrencies} to produce inward 
and fpiritual effects, fo it may here happen, that 
thofe whofe: firft. approaches to Goodnefs. were 
mercenary, and out of conipliance to others, may 
by coming within view of itdifcern it fo amiable; 
that they may after love it for its felf ‘‘Andin- 
deed confidering the rude ignorance ufual among 
the vulgar, ‘tis {carce imaginable they fhouldim: | 
brace it upon the bare ftrength of {peculation, 
and therefore muft be allowed fecular invitations, 
as baits to:allurethem. As for thofe that never 
advance higher than the meer Form of Godline{S, 
8 ] Wolis 
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what weight foever it may add to their own-doom, 
yct perhaps that may juftly be accounted lefs mif- 
chievous to the world, than the contrary ex- 
treme; Hypocrifie being a fin that cannot well 
fet up for Profelstes, becaufe it never owns it felf 
ofa diftinét party from true Piety. . And’tis not 
impoffible, that the example of a feigned Chi- 
ftian, may teach others to furmount their copy, 
and bethat in fincerity, which he is but in appea- 
rance: whereas open Vice pretends to no {uch 
poffibility, breaths nothing but contagion, and 
like a peft infeéts communities. We have there: 
fore reafon to conclude, that if this care were ge- 
nerally taken, ’twerea fervice not only to God, 
~ but the Gommon-wealth, which has not more 
unprofitable, nay noxious burdens lying on her 
from any rank of men, than from lewd and idle 
Servants; who ufing their places only as afhelter 
for their floth and licéntioufnefs, when that 
Gourd withers, know not whither to retire, but 
ufually either live Beggars, or: die Thieves: 
whereas if Gentlemens families were fo ordered, as 
to become Seminaries: of Induftry .and Sobriety, 
the number of them is fo. great, that they might 
be able to fend out many Golonies of ufeful and 
civil perfons. _ eS eee oe | | | 
4. THERE is alfoanother fort of Relatrve, 
viz. a Friend: qver whom though they haye not 
‘that Authority, which fprings from this fervile 

. ftock of hopes & fears,yet they have one ofa much 
more noble defcent, and more vigorous efficacy. 
Friendship has a key to the heart,which it may ule 
| ae | not 
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not only to let it felfinto its fecrets, but alfo to 
introduce its own conceptions, fentiments, and 
inclinations ; it fo mixes with the mind, that it 
may infenfibly convey intoit any Idea. Nowto 
ufe this intimacy to the bringing in any thing bafe 
and unworthy, isthe vileft treachery, fuch as is 
bat imperfectly reprefented by the treafon of him, 
who requites his friends hofpitality, by briaging 
in Thieves or Murderers upon him. A guilt re 
vehemently to be abhorred, that none is to think 
himfelf at a fufficient and juft diftance from it, 
out he that induftriouffy purfues the direct con-. 
‘rary ; he therefore that hath a Friend, ought 
ftudioufly to contrive how he may moft promote 
iis advantages, and thofe not only his outward 
and fecular, but alfo (yea principally ) his in- 
ward and fpiritual. This is the only fenfe where- 
in: “tis lawful to have defigns upon him, and in 
this he is not only licenfed, but obliged to have 
fo. He muft'here ufe all friendly ftratagems to 
recommend and endear vertue to him, make his 
kindnefs the Vehicle, wherein the more orateful- 
ly to adminifter whatever is moft wholf{ome,.even 
reproofs, when they appear fo; and yet by ta- 
king his own turn-in being the Patient, evince, 
that ‘tis no-affuming humour, that creates hima 
Phyfician. If friendfhips were thus managed, it 
would be indeed a moft facred refution, Fach as 
would be above the violations of thofe petty tri- 
vial diftaftes, which now adays diffolve them.. 
Hearts that are tyed together with thefe confe- 
crated bands, are like a Wife joyned — 
; 2 tner 
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ther infeparably by God, and much for the fame 
end of propagation; only herein as far fuperior 
_ to their pattern, asthe mind is tothe body, the 
divine excellencies of a Saint to the natural com- 
pofition ofaman. We may reafonably believe 
they were Friendfhips ofthis making, that firft 
brought that name into fo much veneration, and 
were they again reduced to this, no Encomiums 
could be too lavifhforthem. Such areducement 
were 2 work well worthy the fpirit and ingenuity 
of Gentlemen: who fince, they generally profefs 
much reverence to the word, ’tis pity. they fhould 
caft away their.adorations onan empty fhrine. 
The Heathens had Incant ations. to recall .their dif 
pleafed Deities into their forfaken Images. | 
wifh they would alfo try fome holy magick to 
bring back fomewhat of the primitive divine fpi- 
rit, to animate this now livelefs trunk: that they 
who juftly think it an ungentile reproachful thin 
- notto have fome body whom they call Friend, 
may think it much more fo, not to payall the real 
kindnefs duetothat appellation. : 
5. HAVING thus far given ‘an account 
what are the proper and juft imployments of this 
Authority over their. feveral Relations, our me. 
thod now requires us to reflect a little on their 
Praétice, and that in the moft we fhall find as far 
fwerving from tperule in this particular, as any 
of the former. “So far, alas, are Gentlemen from 
making their Power inftrumental to the infuling 
good, that there is nothing more ordinary than 
to fee them difpofe it to the direct contrary. The 
7 corn 
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{corn and contempt they publickly caft upon all 


- piety andvertue, teaches their Dependents how 


dead atrade that is like to proveto them. And 
then ’tis very improbable that Godlinefs shall 


swith them cait the feales againf{t Gain. He that 


aims to get an Exhibition, or any thing propor- 


tionable will foon difcern his way lies in a quite 
‘oppofite road. He muftfind out what Vice of © 
the Gentleman he may be moft ferviceable to. 


Sometimes he muft purvey for his Luft, fome- 
times for his Intemperance; and even when he _ 
has cloyedthofe grofler appstites, yet his Pride ~ 
will always remain infatiable. He mutt {till pro- 
vide air for that Camelion, lay out his whole 
breath in flatteries (a more hellifh wind than any 


-the Laplanders fell.) Tis. this enfhrining his 


Diana-which is the craft by which he expects his _ 
weaith: and therefore whatever other office he 
execute by ftarts, a Parafiteisto be his conftant 
-trade. 7 

6. IN like manner their Servants are difciplined 
tobe the Minifters of their Luxuries, and not 


- only to ferve but tranfcribethem. The Mafter’s 


‘Vices feldom mifs to be taken up by the whole 
Houfe, as if they were to be the Cognifances and — 
Badges to witnefs to whom they retained. And 
though for this they might very well truft to the 


_ efficacy of their bare Examp!l® yet as if they 


could never be fecure enough of corrupting their 


_ Families, they too often add to it Precepts and 


Rules of Inftitution. - Thus it is one of the Fun- 
damental Laws: of their Hofpitality, That no 
3 - 6s  flranger 
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ftranger be fent Sober away. So that their Houfes 
may well pafs for snchanted Cajftles; no Man 
{carce that comes into them, being able to guide 
himfelf out. They keep, as it were, folemn 
Fufts and. Turnements of Debauchery, to challenge 
all comers, and have variety of Champions to 
deal with Combatants of all ranks. In fhort, 
Gentlemens Families are become fuch perfect Acs 
demies of Licentioufnefs, that the moft inno- 
cent Puny will there inavery fhort time become 
proficient. AndthisGod knows is the ordinary 
improvement they make of their Authority ; as 
if they affected to outbid the tyranny of the Turk, 
in fending a Halter to his Waffals, and making 
them their own Executioners; or thought ita 
difparagement totheir Qualities, to go to Hell 
without an honourable Retinue. 

7. AS for the other fort of power, that which 
they have over their Friends and intimates, 'tis 
not difcernible that they manage that better. 
Who almoft is there, that feems at allto advert 
to the Effential part of Friendfhip ? Whata Ra- 
rity, I had almoft faid a Prodigy is it, to find 
(even amongft thofe that profefs the preatelt 
dearnefs ) any that hath either the Courage to 
give, or the Humility to receive an Admonition? 
But in fkead of thofe wounds of a Friend, Prov.24. 
6. there is pore more common among them 
than the kiffes of an Enemy, fuch mutual footh 
in ill, as renders it inveterate and incurable; an 
like Foahto Amafa, 2 Sam. 20.10. fheds out the 
bowels, when it pretends to kis. Nay, as if it 

a | were 
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were not {ufficient for them to nourifh thofe Vi- 
ces they find already planted, they fow new 
Seeds, communicate their perfonal ones to each 
other, as if the community of Friendfhip obliged 
them mutually to diffufe their poifons. Were 
many of the clofeft intimacies now adays ranfack- 
ed: to the bottom, itis tobe feared this would be 
found the bafis and ground-work of them. He 
-that hath advanced above the beaten road, arrived 
-to the more elevated myfterious parts of wicked- 
nefs, ( The depths of Satan, as they fpeak, Rev. 2. 
-24. ) would lofe muchof the guft, if he fhould 
-not get fome Confident, to whom at once to 
-boaft, and propagate his Proficiency. Thus fa-’ 
.crilegioufly is this venerable relation of Friend- 
. Ship prophaned, by being proftituted to the vileft . 
“and moft deteftable purpofes ; and by this accur- 
fed abufe fuffers the faddeft Metamorphofis, be- 
. comes only a Confederacy in fin, a Combination 
_ and League againft what they account the com- 
: mon Enemies, God and Vertue. 

8. THESE are fuch wretched perverfions 
of their power, that one would guefs it were fome 
" great and very confiderable weight of prefent In 

teref, that fhouldthus byafs and diftort. them. 
But when that is examined, twill be found to lie | 
wholly onthe other fide. The former Section . 
gave us occafion to difcern how tgan{porting a de- 
light itis, tobe the Inftruments of any good to 
others. Butas there is no good can bear propor- 
tion with that which is done to the Soul, fo cer- 
tainly to bean Agent in 4 muft far tranfcend 
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the pleafure of all other Benefactions. He that 
fo difpenfes his Bounty, as to engage Men to Ver- 
tue byit, is indeed the magnificent Perfon, out- 
_ vies the moft profufe Donations of the greateft 
. Potentates. They can give but fome little par 
cels of Earth, he gives Heaven, and like a migh- 
ty Monarch hath Kings to do him homage. So 
he that by well ordering his Family,. makes his 
Servants to be God’s, a not only oblige the 
Common-wealth, but is as it were a Patriot even 
to Heaven it felf; provides ic with Inhabitants, 
and helps to fecure it from that emptinefs and de- 
population, wherewith the general wickednels 
ofmen feem tothreaten it... And then in relation 
to fuch his Servants, he is of all other Mafters 
- the moft-bountiful and obliging:. they provide | 
cis fome petty Annuities, he gives a ftate of 
nheritance, nay of Eternity. 

9- THIS is a vaft Munificence, yet that 
whi¢gh the arrante{t. W orldling can have no temp- 
‘tation to grudge.. A man.may thus without a 
Riddle give much, yet part with nothing, nay, 
acquire that very thing to himfelf, which he dif- 
penfes to others. So that here is no place for 
the ufual (though unjuft ) Objection - impove- 
rifbing ones felf, which is that alone which often 
_ deads the relifh, or-diverts the attempt of other 
Liberalities. 4nd therefore this fort which is 
refcued from that one poffible allay muft certain- 
ly yield the moft vigorous and unmixt Pleafure: 
it being fure, that Bounty has in it felf fo much 
_ of agreement with Humane Nature, as will ine- 

a a » vitably 
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vitably produce Complacence and Delight, 
_ where it is not fo interrupted or allayed. 


10. | MIGHT hereadd ex chundanti, that 


_ there is likewife a fecular Profit attending it. For 


if Gentlemen had their Dependents truly con{fcien- 
tious, they would be of very much more ufe to 
them. They might employ them fecurely, and 
need no other Spies upon them but their own 
Confciences. “Twould not then be, fo many 


Servants, fo many Thieves and Harpies, but fo 
many Factors and Traffickers for the Mafters ad- 


vantages. Sothathere again their own intereft 
engages them to this Care: though I contefs ’tis 
tobe wifhed, that the former more ingenuous 
Motive may be fo prevalent, as to fuperfede all 
ufe of this ; it being very unreafonable that God 
fhould need Auxiliaries from eMammon. Yet 
as once the Ifraelstes borrowed of the —/Egyptians, 


{o it may not be amifs to make this Inferiqur con- 
_ fideration a ftep tothe other. more Noble: that 


even they who have yet no guft of that more He- 
roick Pleafure,. may. on the intuition of this 
Worldly advantage; endeavoucto improve.their 
Authority to the Spiritual good of all that belong 
tothem: ss ae A ee 

11. BUT from:no part of this Performance 


may they reap fo rich a fatisfaction, as from that 


which is exercifed towards a Friend. For as their 
concernment is nearer in him, than in the former 
more diftant Relations, fothe Pleafure of doing 
soodto him, muft proportionably encréafe; as 
that heat is moft intenfe which is conveyed by the 
— | neareft 
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neareft Reflection.He who fo maintains his Vital 
{tation in the great Body, as to fympathize with 
every Member of it, muft yet neceffarily have 
the moft acute fenfe of what befalls thofe parts, 
to which he is moft immediately conjoyned. But 
there is no ftricter Llnion upon Earth; than that 
of a Virtuous Friendjhip; and then what can be 
more fatisfactory, than to preferve or advance 
the Health of that, whofe Maladies himfelf is 
fure to feel, to improve and benefit that perfon, 
who is thus become a part of him? Perfonsof 
7 os love to deck and imbellifh the place where 

they inhabit, abhor to dwell in a Stie or Dunge- 
on: but Friends dwell in each other; and there- 
fore cannot but be delighted in beautifying and 
adorning thofe Minds they have thus chofento 
live in, in purging them from all foulnefs and 
pollutions, and rendring them as pure and imma- 
culate; nay, as fplendid and illuftrious, as is 
poflible. Certainly, there is nothing upon Earth 
more ravifhing, thana Freendfbtp thus entertain- 
ed. ’Tis fome Anticipation of Heaven, where 
thofe lines of Love which f{tretch themfelves to 
every Part of the Circumference, do all meetin 
God as their Centre. It is indeed that which fur- 
mounts the poffibility of an exact defcription, 
and refervesits full difcovery to be the prizeat 
Experience. Let it be tried, and then I doubt 
not, but he that hath made the Experiment, will 

readily atteft the pleafure of thus employing this 
part alfo ofhis Authority. 
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SECT. VIII 


Of the laft Advantage, that of Reputation. 


1.p—g HE daft Advantage is that of Reputa- | 


tion and Effeem: which is generally 

prefumed the due of Perfons of Qua- 
lity, unlefs where fome perfonal unworthinefs 
hath cutofthe Entail, and forfeited that right. 
And though thefe daies have taught the Vul 


gar 


to defalk much of that refpect which former Ages 


paid to Superiours ofall forts ; yet I cannot think 
the Levelling Principle has fo univerfally diffu- 
fed it felf, as totally to rafe out all Impreffions 


of Reverence towards them : fo that there {till . 


remains fomewhat of this Talent for them to ne- 


gotiate with. It will be their part fo to manage 


and difpofe it, as to bring in profit to their Lord, 
by making it alfoan Engine to draw men to piety 

and virtue. | 
2. THIS they may fometime do by Counfel; 
tothe fuccefs whereof there is nothing more con- 
tributive than an efteem of the Advifer, moft 
men being rather apt to confider who fpeaks,than 
what is {poken. And therefore perfons, whofe 
Quality and Education have prepoffeft them 
with an opinion of their Wifdom, have a great 
advantage towards the working on them. = 
i this 
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this it will befic them to make diligent ufe of, by 
feafonable advices and exhortations to thofe 
‘ whom they fhall difcern thus prepared for the en- 
tertaining ofthem, totake all prudent occafions 
to recommend Chriffian Praétice tothem, and by 
pulling off thofe difguifes which the falfe mea- 
fures of the World have put upon Vice and Vir- 
tuc, to reprefent them in their true and native 
fhapes, the one the object of horrour and detefta- 
tion, the other of love and delight. ‘Tis the 
want of this difcovery, that has given Impicty 
fo freearange: ir hasdreft itfelfup in a coun- 
terfeit res, falfe Gemms and Tinfel-gau- 
dery; and in this glittering appearance it 
marches on triumphant! » receives acclamations, 
yea and Obeifance too, nay commands not. on- 
lythe knees (as every profperous Ufurper can 
do) but even the hearts of men. And will 
none have fo much Charity, fo much Zeal for 
-publick Concern, as to uncloak this Impoftour, 
and fhew the dazled World what it is it thus 
bows to? Perhaps this is lookt on only as the 
bufinefs of Divines; -but certainly would Gen- 
tlemen alfo fet toit, they were like to prove the 
more profperous undertakers. What comes on- 
ly outofthe Pulpit, pafles for the foolifonefs of 
Preaching, 1 Gor.1.21. or for the difcourfes of 
thofe whofe Trade it is to inveigh againft fin. 
All their Truffs being of courfe, and expected, 
their Wards are as well known too; and we daily 
fee Vice approve it felfan expert Fencer againft 
them. But the endeavours of ¢iefe would not 
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be liable to thofe prejudices: a Blow from them — 
wouldcome (like the Revolt of a Confederate) 
with the advantage of a Surprife. And there is 
little doubt, but by friendly and familiar Con- . 
ferences they might many, times infinuate that 
into mens breafts, which the more folemn, and 
Authoritative Exhortations of Minifters often 
- 3. BUT Counfel will be of little efficacy, if 
wt be not feconded by Example. They muft 
‘therefore look their Lives be fuch, as may fhew 
‘they believe themfelves, whileft they go about to, 
“perfwade others. He that fhall with never fo 
~ preffing arguments dehort a man from that Sin, 
“which himfelfat the next opportunity commits, 
“will never be fuppofed to have any real ill opinion 
“of it, but rather fo paffionate a love, that’ he is 
‘Jealous any but himfelffhould have its embraces. 
* And then furely this will be fo far from averting, 
that it will excite the appetite of the other to 
~ tafte of that which he fees is thought fo defirable 
as tobe Monopolized. pe. 
“4a. INDEED there is nothing by which 
‘they have fo univerfal aninfluence, as their Ex- 
" ample.- Things that are fet in fome high and _ 
‘ eminent place, do naturally attract mens eyes to 
‘ them: fo that eminency of condition wherein 
- Gentlemen are placed, renders their actions 
* more obfervable. They are like the City our Sa- 
* viour {peaks of, fet on an hill, and have by that 
advantageous fituation the means of making 
their Jight fine farther than other mens. — 
| there- 
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therefore it ought to be their conftant care, by the 
bright luftre of their exact & exemplary Conver- 
fations,to inlighten the whole {phere wherein they 
move. Would Gentlemen make thisthcir united 
defign, what a happy Conftellation of aufpici- 
ous Stars would they prove, by whofe benign 
Afpect the fterility of Vulgar minds might be 
cured, and even thofa Clods be infpirited and ren- 
dred capable of excellent productions ? 
' gs. FOR what can be more perfwafve to thofe 
ofthe lower Ranks to embrace Vertue, than to 
fee it made the election of thofe whomthey fup- 
pofe to have moft judgment to difcern its valuc, 
and fo fall not on it blindfold, and who have alfo 
all the contrary pleafures of Sin within their 
reach; nay proftrate at their feet, fuing for en- 
tertainment, and fo are not caft on it by impo- 
tence? Whata blur and infamy would it caft 
' aipon Vice, if it were once banifhed out of Gentile 
company? And how faira oe would it be to- 
wards its exclufion out ofall? We fee whata 
' natural afpiring the lower fort have to approach 
to the condition of their Betters.. And though 
that being now aimed only at their Pomps and 
Greatnefs, be no commendable temper, yet 
fure it were muchiin the power of thofe emulated 
perfons tomakeitfo. For would they fo order 
the matter, that their Vertue fhould out-fhine all 
their outward fplendors, that it fhould become 
the character and diftinctive note of a Gentleman, 
_ to be eminently good, this were ‘a way to con- 
fecrate even Ambition it felf, by making it anen- 
| | | gine 


pte: 
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gine not to rack and torture men, as common-ari 
bitions do, but‘to advance them to all vertuous in 
duftry. — Cae -. 

6. HE that defired to ennoble his Family, 
would then begin-at his Mind, caft out thence all 


bafe and degenerous Inclinations, and make-him- | | 


felfa Gentleman without help of Heraldry. Thus | 
haply might they deceive men ‘into Piety, and - 
make thofe Emulations, whofe firft rife was 
meerly from earth, a ladder wherewith to fcale 
Heaven. And how noble, -how excellent a cha- 
rity isthis, and yet ofall others the cheapeft, it 
having that Proverbial property of Charity, To 
begin at home! The being good, is primarily a 
kindnefs to themfelves, and to others only by 
way of refult, and propagation, and eafie confe- 
quence. How unchriftian, unmanly, yea un- 
skilful too will it then be, to deny this bene- 


_ faction, which has that very argument on its 


fide, which is oppofed to other kinds of Libera- 
lities ? That fear of leflening a mans {elf which 


in ‘thofe contraéts and fhuts up the bowels, is 


here in all reafon to enlarge and: dilate them :, for 
in this cafe men-cannot deny, without their own 
reateft injury, and diminution. And fure 
twould juftly pafs for a prodigie both of malice 
and folly, for one fo to avert the benefiting ano- | 
ther, astoincur the greateft damage to himfelf 
in avoiding it. 
- ™” BUT alas, itis not only Charity either © 
to others or themfelves, which exacts of them 
thus to promote Picty among men. They have 
= | brought — 


brought themfelves under another more con. 
{training obligation, I mean that of Fuffice, par- 
ticularly the juftice of Reffstutson: for tis too 
vifible they have been deeply acceffary to its de. 
cay. So far have they been from advifing and 
exciting men to good, that I fear their perfwa- 
five faculties have generally been imployed to a 

uite diftant purpofe. There are few or none, 
that by their own pious endeavours do at all abate 
the need of the Bricks exhortations; but ma- 


_ ny that do evacuate. their efficacy, by decryingit 
_ as the greateft folly, the moft:unmanly fubmif- 


7 


they have any better method of Cure, but fuch 


fion, to yield them any confideration. As for 
their own Counfels, they are too often in ear 
neft, what Solamon’s was by way-of Irony, Eccl. 
11.9., Walk inthe wates of thine-heart and in the 
fight of thine eyes, rare aS and animating 
men toall Senfuality.. And i 

begin to ftartle at.the courfe, to entertain buta 
fober thought of.that difmal end to which it 
leads ; he is to be laught out of that Hypocondriack 
fit,, taught to look ypon it as-a {pice of Phrenifie. 
The loud noife, qf roaring Mirth is re-inforced 
to drown that poor whifper of-Gonfcience, and 
by..the found.as it were of thofe ‘Trumpets he. is 
‘incited to turn to; his. courfe, as the horfe ruf: 


- 


eth into the battel, Fer. 8..6. all,arts of encou- 


ragement ufed to imbolden him to;run fearlelly 
on to Damnation. This is their-one: known 
Recipe ---- for all pangs and gripes of Soul. And 
ifit be not of every dayes practice; , tis not, that 


arts 


they difcern any. 


i as me ; 
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‘arts of prevention, fuch means of ftupefaction _ 
“and obduration, that the difeafe feldom occurs 
among them. | 3 : 

- §8.-NOR do they omit to back and fortifie 
“this with proportionable Examples: which God 
-knows are fo many and fo efficacious, that like _ 
<a difmal Cloud they overfpread our whole Ho- 
:xizon. They whoareby God defigned as lights 
to illuminate all about them, have been the in- 
{truments of introducing a more than Egyptian 
-darknefs, thereby exemplifying that Aphorifm 
-of our Saviours, eMat. 6. 23. If the light that 
-ts in thee be darknefs, how great # that dark- 
nefs. | ; 

+ 9. WHAT a deluge of Prophanenefs and Impie- 
.tyatthis day a this poor Nation, is too 
. vifible not only by the direct, but the reflexed 
,,beams, thofe fad Judgments they have brought 
~downupon it. And though there be too many 
._{prings which feed this Ocean, yet there will 
+ {carce any be found to have more liberally con- 
, tributed, than the open and fcandalous viciouf- 
nefs of the Gentry. They who are placed as 
, Stars in our Firmament, if they dart nothing 
_ but malignant Influences, what wonder is it, 
, ifan univerfal Peft enfue? Tis they that have — 
brought Vice into countenance, made it the 
“mode and fafhion of the times, fo that people 
' dread the fingularity of being innocent, and 2 
; manmaywith lefs pevil-of {corn appear in the 
‘ moft fuperannuated drefs, than own the Obfo- 
" Jete qualities of Mecknefs, Purity, Sobriety, &e. 
a K —  - How 
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How great and fatal a fnare this creditable. 
nefs of fin has proved, I fear there are too many 
thoufands of entangled Souls can witnefs. And 
on whom can they more properly charge their 
tuine, than on thofe who have advanced it to 
this repute in the world? Mens natural pravity 
gives them propenfion more than enough to ill; 
and therefore it hath been the bufinefs of Laws 
both humane and divine to put a bridle upon 
thofe inclinations, by fear and fhame to re 
{train their inordinacy: but this converts the 
bridle: into a fpur, when thofe that fhould 
difcountenance Vice, thus animate and encot- 
rage it. 
10. FOR what a Temptation is it to the vl. 
ax to run to all excefs of Rsot, when they fee 
their fuperiors have beaten the path before them, 
and are themfelves immerft in the moft brutifh 
fenfualities 2? Which of them will endure to be | 
pens when —— fhall be = fo 
ionifying a quality, that it may make a Pea 
ae ee, Aa a Lord ? When Gentlemen ate 
Atheiftical, Clowns will think themfelves very 
modeftly wicked, ifthey be but prophane. And 
when they hear their Betters difcharge loud 
Volleys of Oaths, they will foon find they are 
as well qualified for that part of greatnefsas the 
belt. Their Tongues are as much their own, Pia. 
12. 4. and will be glad that by fuch an- eafic im 
ployment of them they can be Gentlemen {fo good 
cheap. “Iwereas endlefs as unneceflary to env- 
merate the feveral forts. of infection, which a 
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ill examples of great men have diffufed. ’Tis 
too obvious in the moral effects to need any other — 
-way of difcovery. -AndI am fure it ought to be 
- matter of the faddeft reflection to all who are ins 
-volved in that guilt ; it being a moft direful ac- 
-count which they willone day have to make, who 
“have been the Authors of fuch miferable vafta- . 
=tions, turn’d Communities of Men, of Chrifti- 
ans, into Herds of Beafts, nay into Legions of © 
: Devils. | | _ 3 
> 4x. EVERY fineven of the privateft ob- 
: {cureft perfon carries much of contempt and af- 
: front to the Divine Majefty: but great mens 
vices are of a yet more giantly frame, they pro- 
: Claim folemn War with Heaven, levie forces, 
3 and draw in multitudes of abettors and confede- — 
‘y rates in their hoftilities. And God knows this 
s kind of Un-evangelical violence the kingdom of 
5 Heaven datly fuffers. Obthat the Chieftains and 
zs Leaders of thefe ynhappy troops, would at laft 
5 think fit to found a retreat; that they would, in — 
e. pity ifnot to themfelves, yet to their feduced. 
; tollowers, ceafe thus defperately to rufh on upon 
: the mouth of the Cannon, the Jaws of Hell! 
, And not only fo, but that they would alfo en- 
; deavour to bring them into fome terms of accord 
, with that omnipotent Enemy they have provo- 
, ked; by their own penitent and reformed lives 
, teach them the poftures of humility and fubmif- 
, fion, as they have formerly done that of defi- 
, ance. This certainly is that to which cortimon 
| equity obliges them, reparation of injuries being 
fe K 2 cone 
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confefledly an indifpenfable part of juftice. And 
certainly there can no injury exceed, nay equal 
this of betraying men to eternal ruine: and con- 
fequently nothing lefs than the utmoft induftry 
to repair it can be any competent expiation. 
God grant all thofe, whofe guilt gives them a 
peculiar title to thisadmonition, may own their 
right to it by a particular and ferious application, 
fuch as may for the future engage them to the 
moft zealous endeavour of reforming not only 
-themfelves, but others, for refcuing their repu- 
tation from that fouleft blot, of being an agent for 
Satan, and advancing it to that higheft dignity of 
being ferviceable to God. 

12. BUT thereis little hope they will right- 
lyconfiderthe ufe, whoare foutterly miftaken 
in the nature of true reputation.. A man of He 
nour is now underftood only to be one that can 
ftart and maintain a Quarrel, that for every the 
triflingeft injury expects like Lamech, Gen. 4.24. 
to be avenged feventy and feven fold; that de- 
fpifes the Chriftian precepts of Mecknefs, Long- 
uffering,. and Forgivenefs, as rudiments of 
‘cowardize and unmanly pufillanimity, and has 
no other meafure of courage and gallantry, but 
_ by an utter oppofition to all thofe. And whileft 
reputation is thus hung, only at the point of the 
. {word, ’tis avery fit inftrument to deftroy bo- 
dies, but fure not to fave Souls. We find dat 

ly many occafions to complain of the Tyrann 
of Cuftom and Opinion, but {carce any where lo 
much as in thofe unjuft and abfurd Laws 7 
ave 
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have impofed in this matter: which were they 
confideringly weighed would furely evince them 
fuch contemptible Legiflators, as would be 
enough to dethrone and depofe them from that 
ufurped Empire they now maintain in the 
world, | : . 

13. TO take only a fhort and curfory view of 
them, we fhall in the firft place find them to be 


-horribly impious. For what can be more fo,than 


thus to tear off thofe fignatures of Honour, 
which God himfelf hath impreft, and vilifie thofe 
whom he hath dignified ? God has pronounced 
that icisthe difcretion of a man that deferreth his 
anger, anditis his glory to pafs over a tranfgref- | 
fron, Prov.19. 11. And again, He that t flow to 
anger ts better thanthe mighty, and he that ruleth 


his foirit, thanhe that taketh a City, Prov. 16.32. 


But this new notion of Honour proclaims the — 
quite contrary ; he paffes for a Phlegmatick fool, 
whofe bloud boyles not at the firft glimpfe of an 
Affront ;and ’tis Gallantry to offer many Inju- _ 
ries, but ignominious Tamenefsto bearone. It 
has alwaies been the indifputable prerogative of 
Kings to be the Fountains of Honour; what an im- 
pious daring is itthen to deveft him of that pri- 
viledge, by whom Keéngs reign? To cancel his Pa- 
tents, and mark them out as the objects of fcorn, 
to whom God gives fo glorious a teftimony ? Yet 
thus is it daily done to themen, whom the Kung . 
of Kings will honour; thefe are all the Triumphs 
thefe eMordecay’s muft expect; an evidence how 
much worfe they are than Haman, that allot 
| | K | 3 | them. 
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them. Certainly there cannot be an act of grea- 
ter defiance againft the Divine Majefty, than thus 
to reveric his Decrees. And upon this hoftili- 
tyand oppofition againft Heaven it is, that all 
the private Quarrels, and Combates on Earth are 
(as on their toundation) fuperftructed ; fo that 
to initiatea Duellift, his firft Challenge muftbe 
directed again{t Godhimfelf 

14. NOR are thefe falfe meafures of Ho: 
nour more oppcfite to Religion, than Prudence. 
The gloffes the Sword-men have put upon the one 
fundamental Law of Not bearing an Injury, have 
introduced fuch a multitude of ridiculous Puo- 
Ctilio’s, that the next Age will be in danger of 
receiving the Fable of Don Quixot for Authen- 
tick Hiftory. And I fee not with what juftice 
this can laugh at them in him and his Squire Sa 
cho, and yet think them ferious enough to govern 
men in their moft real and sie ied concernments. 





It would indeed aftonifh any fober perfontocon- 


fider, what Chimera’s they are, to which men f2- 
crifice all that ought to be dear to them. How 
many Duels have been fought, how many men 
kill’d, (when neither of the Combatants were fo 
implacable but that they could willingly have 
compounded the matter) only becaufe - they 
thought point of Honour exacted it, and the 
_ declaring it would be inglorious ? Certainly the 
Gallies is a ftate of perfect liberty, compared 
withthis bondage. And were the Releafe from \ 
thofe neceffarily to infer a fubjection to this, 
were thofc Slaves obliged thus to become Gentle- 
oe. a men, 
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‘wen, Lfhould ceafe my wonder why: fo many of 
them have defpifeda manumiffion. For thusto © 
have amans Eftate, his Life, yea Soul too, at 
‘the mercy of Popular breath, (not only to be 
loft, but loft by his own act ) isa flavery beyond 
call that the moft abject creature ever groaned un- 
‘der. And yet fo prodigioufly abfurd is the World, | 
as to cut this out for the Benjamin’s portion, make - 
it the efpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gentle- 
umen. They are fet upona Theatre, and as the. 
Gladiators ofold muft kill-one another, only to 
entertain Spectators. ‘And who would not think 
.,Bedlam the only Seminary to breed men up’ for 
{uch a Trade ? Yet fo univerfal is this Lunacy, 
., that one may os the Inftitution of that Hof 
? "ene is perverted, that that inclofes only the So- 
ber perfons, whileft the Frantick run loofe about 
, the World. | | 
.. 15. BUT perhaps the more Malicious Duel. 
ders will think themfelves exempt from this num- 
” ber, becaufe ’tis their own fatisfaction which 
they defign in it: their Enemies bloud will 
make fo delicious a Draught for their Revenge, 
that they gafp after it, and think it a pleafure 
well worthy their purfuit. But fure thefe differ 
from the former, notas Wife men from Fools, 
* butas a worfe Natured Fool from abetter. He - 
that would juftifie the rationalnefs ofany Adven- 
ture, muft prove the Prize at leaft to equal the 
worth of that he hazards for it. But who that 
confiders he hasa Soul, can ferioufly fet it at fo 
gpntemptible a rate? or what man in his wits, 
| K 4 _ that 
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- that believesa Heil, will fay the pleafure of a Re- 
venge can countervail thofe pains? Nay indeed, 
_nong can with any pretence put it in ballance with 
the meer lofsof Life. For hethat is kill’d (as 
eyery man may be that fights ) can have no fenfe 
of that pleafure, and fo becomes uncapable of the 
compenfation, ifthat were ableto make it. Nay 
T fhall defcend yet lower, and with fome confi- 
dence affirm, that the uneafie confequences even 
of the victory do quite overwhelm the fatisfacti- 
en. ForthisI dare refer my felf to any of thofe 
who have had the unhappy Triumph of a eMurde- 
rer, and doubt not thar if they will fpeak their 
experiences, they will tell us that the cry of 
_ their Adverfaries bloud in their Confcience, did 
utterly extinguifh the relifh of it in their Fancy. 
Or if they were perfons who were hardned againft 
all fenfe of Divine vengeance, yet the fear of Hu- 
mane was abundantly enough to defeat them of 
that pleafure they expected: fo impoffible is it 
to gather Grapes cf thefe thorns, to reap any ¢on- 
tentment from fo unchriftian an Attempt. Their 
Revenge is not compleated without Bloud: and 
ifthey have it, it provesa Torrent to carry away 
that imaginary Delight they projected from it. 
And then what colour of reafon can any man 
_ bring, why hefhouldthus fell bis foul for nought, 
and Mons a Platonick to Damnation? 

16. BUT Revenge has two ill-matcht quali- 
ties, Blindnefs and Impetuofity; and fo all its 
‘darts, though they carry force and venome 
enqugh to deftroy all about them, yet by being 

| ill 


Po 
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‘ill aimed revert mortally on the breaft whence 
-they were fhot. Certainly there is not in the . 
-world amore prodigious Infatuation, than that. 
“which rules in this affair. What can be more 
‘fenfelefs, than for me, when a man has done me 
:an Injury, to think to wipe off that by expofing — 
-my felfto more ? When he has given me the Lye, 
: to invite him to give me the Stab too? Did ever 
any man attempt to make up a breach by widen- 
ing it?: Toclofe his wound by tearing it further ? 
. The Phyficians indeed talk of a method of curing 
- fome Difeafes by eMajoration:, but fure Injuries 
_ are not inthe number of thofe maladies, not ca- . 
. pable of that way. of remedy. The greater may, 
. tis. peffible, overwhelm, but not cure the lefs, 
.. as the more moderate Pains become infénfible by | 
, the fuperveniency ofthe moreacute. YetI pre- 
.. fume none would applaud his choice, that fhould: 
” call for the Rack to drown the pain-of a Gut-fing- 
, €r, Which yet isno hyperbolical Emblem of this 
: fort of Revenge... (an ey ws dete 
‘19. BUT befides all this; our modern Gal- 
; lantry is treacherous to. it felf, confutes its own’ 
: pretenfion, and while(ft it vainly affumes the Mo-. 
. nopoly of Courage, is ‘indeed the meaneft Co-. 
: watdife in the World.. That by which we ufe to 
: difcriminate bafe fear from juft caption, is the. 
" formidablenefs of the object feared. No manis. 
reproached for not ftanding the inundation of the 
' Sea; but to quake at ftepping over a Gutter, 
' would be a ridiculous timoroufnefs. _"Twould 
: be neither wonder nor fhame to run from the = 
| | uit 





infamous thing, and even to a fober Heathen the 
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fuit of a Lion; but to be chafed by a barking 
Whelp, is the property of.an Hare, not of 2 
Man. And according to this meafure, what 
wretched Cowards are our greateft Heétors ? For 
what can be more contemptible than thofe unjuf 
Scorns of men they fo tremble at ? Which if 
they were fure to be univerfal, yet what real il 
can they doa man, who does not by his own fan 
cy lend them an edge wherewith to wound him? 
But neither can this be the Cafe, till all both 
Chriftianity and Sobriety be quite worn outof 
the world. Forto a Chriftian, ’tis certain th 
irreligion of Fighting a Duel would be the mot 





























folly of it would be fo too: fo that he can be in no 
danger of cither of their Reproaches, for deci 
ningit. And when thefe are fet afide,;’ who is 
there whofe cenfure can be at all confiderable! 
Yet this fo pitiful defpicable thing is it, which 
fo terrifies and amazesthem: And how jhall we 
define Gowardife, if this be not it ? _ 

-- 78. AND as ithasthenature, fo has itth 
Fate of it tod, which ufually is by fleeing an ims 
ag danger, to fall into a real. Men figit, 
that they may not be thought Cowards ; and by 
fighting they donot only become indeed fo, but 
alfo muh themfelves upon other far more form 
dable mifchiefs, run froma Scarcrow into a Prt 
cipice. Andnow what a Riddle is this thing thy 
call Gzilantry, which fo ftartles at the weakelt 
noife, yet ftands undauntedly the ftroke of? 
Thunderbolt ? They who fo dread the repr 


Q 
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of vain impotent men, do yet confidently en- — 
counter the anger of the omnipotent God; andif 
Valour and Fool-hardinefs were not very diftant 
things; would confute my whole argument by 
making it evident, that they dare be damned. 
‘Thus by a ftrange kind of inverted operation 
1 their Fear makes them bold: would God that 
;: Antiperiftafis might go onto work, till that Bold- . 
a nefs have again brought them to a fear, I mean 
| that penitential Fear, proper to thofe who thus 
; deliberately provoke the Divine Majefty. | 

: 19. AND that very Deliberation is a circum- 
: {tance of fo great an enhancement, as unmeafu- 
 yably heightens the fin. Sudden acts may be ca- 
z pable of fome alleviations by the furprife they 
, make ona mans fpirit : but contrived and preme- 
, ditated Crimes can have no milder appearance 
4, than of obftinate Rebellion. And this 5, goon 
4, oncan {carce ever be wanting: to a Duel; many 
hours, if not days intervening betweén the De- 
fignment and the Execution. And in that inter- 
7 tis not poffible for all: the Opiate Reccits in 
. Satan's Difpenfatory to keep the Confcience fa 
, drowfie, that it fhall not ftartle, but: it will un- 
,, doubtedly reprefent to a man the horrour-of that 
: heis going about: whichis no lefs than the enga- 
* ‘ging himfelfin a double Murder, his-own, ‘and 
4 Kis Adverfaries. For the wilful hazard of both 
faftens on him the guilt, though both happen to 
{urvive the Combate. . But if itbe his own fate 
to fall (as he has much reafon to expect, who 
thus puts himfelf out of Gods protection, nay 
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dares his vengeance ) what poffible hope can re- 
main for him, who thus dies in that very act of 
the greateft fin ? We are generally apt to think 
but uncomfortably of thofe who make away them- 
felves: but certainly many of thofe deferve to be 
Canonized, in comparifon with a man that dies 
in Duel; the Principle of that being often an ex- 
ceffive Fear of God, which fure is tel s culpable, 
than a profane contempt of him. Befides the 
temptation in that cafe is ufually more violent 
and impetuous ; it being ( if not begot, yet) che- 
rifht and fomented by Melancholy, the moft un- 
tractable and obftinate of all humours: whereas 
the fuggeftion to this hath no fuch Auxiliary to 
aid it, the original of Quarrels being frequently 
from too free a Jollity. And laftly, that, of 
how heinous. kind foever, is yet but a fingle fin, 
whereas this, asI faid before, involves a twofold 
guilt. -Andof how crimfon a colour mutt that 
ful appear before Gods Tribunal, that is thus 
double-dyed in Bloud ! ms 
20. AND now who can chufe but cry out in 
the Prophet Efays {tile, Hear O Heavens, and 
hearkenO Earth! What ftrain of wonder and 
amazement can bear proportion with the defpe- 
rate madnefs of men, that can thus knowingly 
and confideringly rufh themfelves upon fuch un- 
{peakable mifchiefs ? Efpecially fince here they 
want even that miferable Referve, which ferves 
to embolden them to other fins, viz. the hopeof 
a future ——— For thofe that make but 
the flighteft meafures of that, can fearce fancy 
an 
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any opportunities of it in this cafe: fince to him 
that dies there feldom remains any f{pace. of inter- 
val between his fin and his death, no time for 
thofe clouds to gather, thofe penitential fhowres 
to defcend, which fhould wafh away his bloud- 
guiltinefs; oriftheredid, yet what expectation 
is there he fhould imploy it to any effect? Such 
pref{umptuous confiderate fins naturally work an 
obduration in the heart, which nothing but an | 
extraordinary grace can remove ; and after fuch 


an high and daring provocation ’tis very reafon- 


able to expect God fhould withdraw even the 
loweft degrees, but fure not that he fhouldadd 


_ higher. 


21. THESE Confiderations are all of them: 


fo obvious, that they naturally fuggeft them- 


felves: And certainly they are fo weighty and 
preffing, that tis a Prodigy to fee they fhould be 
fo univerfally ineffedtual: which can proceed 
from nothing but the want of clofe and ferious 
application. Would men dare but to meet fingle 
with their own fober thoughts, ’twould certainly 
fuperfede all other Duels. There remains there- 
fore nothing for me toadd, but to invite them to 
this one Encounter, to befeech them to grapple 
a while but with the force of Reafon, a Combat of 
all others the fecureft, where to be fubdued is 
more glorious than to conquer in any other: and 
when it has defpoiled them of that falfe courage, 
which expofes them to fuch difmal ruines, to 
permit it to re-infpirit them with a true one, fuch 
as.may give them daring enough to ftand up 
| again 
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againft this fo more than Barbarous a cultom ; to 


endeavour to banifh it out of Chréfendom, and fo 


take off that Reproach which. our -profeffion lies 
under from fo impious a practice, which having 
no other Tenure but Prefcription, there needs 
nothing but Defuctude to deftroy it. Let every 
man for his own part f{trictly abftain from it, and 
avow the doing fo, and then by ceafing to be a 
-Fafhion, it will ceafe to be at all. 

22. BUT the mifery of it is, no man will af- 
fume to be /eader in this fo noble an Enterprife, 
to begin this fo neceflary a Reformation: which 
though it have fo much more of compliance even 
to carnal Interefts, than it’s contrary, that I 

‘doubt not many wifhit were univerfal; yet till it 
be fo, they think ’twill be uncreditable to any 
particular perfon. But were that the certain 
event of it, .’tis fure that reproach ought to be de- 
{pifed, when it comes in competition with Duty. 
In this cafe the refolution of David (as greata 
Sword-man as any of them ) is moft proper; Iwiff 
yet be more vile than thus, 2 Sam. 6.22. And cer- 
tainly a man cannot pafs a more glorious Martyr- 
dom, thanto fuffer ignominy: upon fuch an ac- 
count. I am fure ‘tis a real fhame to {ee that 
men can offer violence toall their deareft com- 
plicated Interefts, to comply with that unchri- 
ftian cuftom, yet cannot crofs a fingle imaginary 
one, to fupprefs it. | 

23. NAY the truth is, they create Puncti- 
lio’s in this cafe, by which themfelves will not be 
govern din any other. Ina common Fire does 
i any 


= —e - 5 F 


Advantage of Reputation. ‘143 
any man fufpend his own endeavours, till he fee 
the whole Town running to quench the flame? 
Or if one of thefe popular perfons had been of the 
Philiftims company, when the houfe began tofail, 
Jud. 16. 30. would he have fo dreaded the fingu- 
larity of a folitary ef{cape, as not to have attemp- 


ted it, till fhoals of others had led the way ? We 
have had fome experience, under what prejudice 


a publick At falls, that is by its makers preclu- 
‘i ded from being aprefident. And furethefe men 


Ls eee 
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, do tacitely ( yet very intelligibly ) accufe the un- 


reafonablenefs ofthis fear, whileft they confine 
it to this fingle inftance. And methinks ’twere 
but juft, they should be required to be confenta- 
neous to themfelves, and act in other things by 
the fame meafures ; which would prove fo fharp 
a penance, as were more likely to reduce them to 
fobriety, than all the force of Argument. - . 
24. BUT befides this fevere Remedy, there 
is {ure an Antidote againft this Malady, away to 
feparate the Duty from the Contempt which — 
their fancies have fo clofely annext to it: and 
that is by making their lives fo uniformly Chrifti- 
an, that imiayts evident, “tis Confcience, not 
fear that works with them. Without this I 
know indeed no fecurity from reproach. For to 
{ce a man who tramples upon all other commands 
of God, catch up this, as a Buckler againft a 
Challenger, who can be fo blindly charitable, as 


_ to impute this to any thing but Cowardife ? But 


when the whole tra¢t of a mans Life is one conti 
nued courfe of Obedience, no man will expect he 
fhould 
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fhould violate that upon this occafion. Tothis 
thay be added a cheartul and free expofing himfelf 
.toall warrantable dangers, when any publick oc- 
cafion of hazard is offered: if he then fhew him- 
felf daring, ’twillbe apparent, that “tis not. the | 
fear of Death, but Sin, which locks up his; 
Sword from private Duels, - Or whert there isn, 
opportunity of this active valour, let him appro: 
his paffive by acontented, nay joyful fybmuffior 
to any fuffering, that attendsthe difcharge of 1 
good Confcience: and of this there is little fea 
(in thefe days efpecially ) to want occafions. Fi 
that does this, will be in no danger to be defame 
for declining Duels: but on the contrary fuch a 
equable piety will extort reverence from all; 
there being fuch a venerable amiability in it, the 
the moft profane do even againft their willsbex 
it fome inward refpect. Oo 
25. LET not men therefore pretend the 
| Fear of Reproach, asan Excufe, fince here is{o 
ready a Salvo to that Objection: but let themby 
an affiduous practice of all other Chriftian Vir 
tues, render this alfo fecure to them, and qual: 
_ fie themfelves for the propagating it to o:hers 
And Oh, that we could once fee all other quarts 
amongit Gentlemen converted into this one holy 
contention, who fhould be forwardeft in this Ht 
roick attempt. "Tis the falfe notion of Honou 
that is one of Satan’s principal Gitadels, like Z 
_ onto the Febufites: and the affanlting of that 
would be an atchievement of fo much glory, ta 
he that could profper in it, might yuftly om 
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lenge the dignity which David there promifes, 
2Sam. 5. 8. of being Chief and Captain. Here 
then they may lawfully queach their thirft of Ho- , 
nour, yea and that of Revenge too, by wrecking 
their utmoft malice on this tieir fo grand Enemy. 
Let it be remembred how long it hath befooled 
and cheated the World, and be expofed to all ' 
the fhames and deteftation of a dif{covered Impo- 
ftour. Nay let it be brought toa folemn Arraign- 
ment, thofe innumerable Murders, of which it . 
has been guilty, charged on it, and profecuted 
to death, fo utterly extinguifhed, that it may 
never again appear in the World, whileft all good 
men applaud the juftice, andfay, So let all thine 
Enemies perifh, O Lord. >. : 

26. HAVING thus reflected on the com- 
mon Abufes of Reputation, all that remains is to 


confider how injurious men are to themelves in 
their ill managery of this Talent, which might be 


improved not only to their final acccunt, but even 


.their prefent pleafure. For firft, he that by fea- 
fonable advice refcues any man from a courfe of 
, din, will infallibly feel fo unutterable a compla- 


cency in having done fo, that he will find he was 
kind to himfelf, as well as the other, and will 
have no temptation to think himfelf unprofitably 
imployed, though that were to be his only Re- 
ward. This bringing finners to repentance is fo 
noble, fo tempting a defign, that it drew even 
God himfelf from Heaven to profecute -it; and 
that not by cheap ‘and eafie means, but by. all 


‘thofe Sufferings, which humane Nature moft 


1g trembles 
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trembles at: yet fuch was the joy of Man’s falva- 
tion, which was fet before him, as enabled him to 
endure the Crofs, and defpife the fhame, Heb. 12.2. 
How rich a bargain will it then be toa man to par- 
take with him in that joy, to fhare with him in 
that prize, upon fo much eafier terms, to pay but 
a little breath for that which exhaufted his bloud, 
and to become (in a lower inferiour fenfe ) a Sa- 
viour without a Crofs ? = 
27. IN like manner, he that by a {trict and 
exemplary converfation fets himfelf up a Jand- 
mark to direct menin this turbulent and dange- 
rous Sea, his light,’tis true, goes forth to others, 
but the warmth and cherifhing heat of it remains 
within his own breaft. What chearful, what 
exulting reflections may he make upon himfelf, 
that can make good St. Paul's proteftation, Ads 
20.26. that be zs pure from the bloud of all men? 
That he hath not by any fcandalous Example en- 
{nared any foul; but on the contrary hath by po- 
itive illuftrious acts of Virtue endeavoured fo to 
adorn his Chriftian Profeffion, as to draw in Pro- 
f{elytes not to the Name, but the obedience of 
Chrift ? That hath made it his bufinefs to ftand 
in the Gap, not only by his Interceffions with 
God againft the Plagues, but by his endeavours 
with Men againft the fins of the Nation, and bya 
fteady oppofing himfelf againft the inundation of 
profanenefs and licentioufnefs, hath invited 
others to give fome {top to thofe impure torrents? 
It has always been accounted fo glorious a thing 
to redeem ones Countrey from flavery, that hes 
= ave 
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have thought their greateft hazards amply paid 
with the Title ofa Patriot. But there isnovaf> _ 
fallage fo ignoble, no fervitude fo miferable, as 
that of Vice, and confequently no attempt fo 
worthy, fo ingenuous, fo fatistactory to the un- 


: . dertaker, as to breakthat yoke. He that afpires 


to no more than a private Innocence, is only on 
the defenfive part, ftands upon his guard again{t 
Satan: buthethat aims at this fort of publick 
Reformations, maintains an invafive War againft 
him, and fo more fhakes his kingdom. The re- 
ducing of any finner is the difpofteffing himof fo . 
much of his ufurpt territory, and weakens his — 
Empire in the world. This is indeed the true 
Publick Spirit: which though many have pretend- 
ed to from whom we difcern nothing of thefe ef- 
fects; yet thofe very pretenfions bear witnefs to 
the excellency of the thing, and ought to ani- 
mate men to be indeed, what fo many have cove- 
ted to be thought. : 
28. 1 SUPPOSE [need not go on to the 


other inftance: every mans fenfe, without con- 


fulting cither his Reafon or Religion, will be 


able to pronounce that ’tis better tobe in Peace 


than Hoftility, to have a whole than a wounded 
body, to keep feeurely his own ftation, than to 
be hunted like a Partridge on the Mountains by the 
Avenger of Bloud. The greater is the Miracle, 
that men who in all other inftances devote them- 
felves wholly to their fenfuality, fhould hereon- | 
ly abjure it; that when body and foul come in 
competition, live as if id had no foul, yet up- 
4 2 on 
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on this octafion can dare, as ifthey had no bodies. 
Oh that men fhould be fuch ill husbands of their 
fufferings, and thus enhance Satan’s markets! 
Alas, Pll isa Purchafe will never be taken out 
of their hands; how many Chapmen foever they 
{ee about it, they may fecure their Eftate there 
firm enough by thofe fins they have more guft of: 
why fhould they be thus. madly prodigal to out- 
bid the common rate? Muft Gentlemen buy Dam- . 
nation, as they -ufuallydo Wares, dearer than 
other men ? How is Perdition become fo amiable, 
_ that like Rachel a double fervitude is jadged light 
forit; whileft Heaven in the mean time, like 
Leah, is fo much defpifed, that tis thought an in- 
jury to have that obtruded onthem, thoughupon . 
the eafieft terms? Certainly they are ftrange 
transforming Opticks which thefe men make ufe 
ef. Would God they could be but perfwaded, 
if not to break, yet at leaft for a while to lay by 
thofe falfe Glaffes, and behold things in their ge- 
nuine and proper fhapes: and then I doubt not 
they will difcern that Honour to be Infamy, 
which fets men at defiance with God; and that 
Reputation then alone becomes eftimable, when 
like a River it pays its Tribute to the Ocean, 
promotes his Glory, at whofe feet Kings ( with- 
out diminution } caft both themfelves and 
Crowns. - | | : 
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THE CONCLUSION. 





E have now acccording to our pro- 
 . pofed Method, furveyed diftinét- 
ly thofe feveral Advantages 


_ which Gentlemen enjoy, and may furely give the 


fame Teftimony, which Caleb and Jofhua did of Ca- 
naan, WWumb. 14. The Land which we paffed | 
thorow to fearchit, is an-exceeding good Land. - 
"Ts a vich and fertile Soil wherein thefe men are 
planted, fuch as hath anatural aptitude and vigour 
to produce the moft excellent Fruits. . But Paradife 
st felf required dreffing, and therefore we find Adam 
had that work affigned him in bts Innocence. And 
furely thefe hus Sons may well fubmit to the fame 
Task: by the faithful difcharge whereof they may 
make fome approaches towards that hw pviftine 

ate. | | 
: 2. IT need not be again inculcated, that all thefe 
shetr Receits have their fpectal and particular ends 
inGods affignment. "Twill be more ufeful to remem- 
berthem, bow nearly they are concern’d not to per- 
vert the Gounfel of God againft themfelves, by neg- 
beéling to give them their due expected improve- 
ments. For though he be 2 moft liberal, yet be not 
anegligent Mafter, but keeps an exact and punctual 

7 L 3 | account 





account of whatever he thus delsvers out, and will not 
fail feverely to avenge the embexeling of bts Goods, 
Indeed fuch an abufe has fo Fatal an Hfficacy, thatit 
quite changes their Nature, converts them from 
bleffings to the heavieft Curfes: would God too many 
men had not thus exemplified thetr own deftruétive 
power, and by a kind of Anti-creation brought 
Darknefs out of Light. , 

3. BUT ’tis pity they fLould be permitted to fleep 
an that Darknefs, which themfelves have made. 
And therefore sf this little Tract fhall fall snto ay 
fuch hands, it muff avow to come upon that uncrul, 
yet friendly Errand, to difturb thesr reft, to awake 
thein to fome Confideration, and as Philip’s eMon- | 
tour was to remember him, that he was but a Man, 
fo to put themin mind; that in the midft of thet 
freeft enjoyments they are ftill but Stewards, ai 
know not how foon their Lord may fammon themte 
_ thew Accounts. And with that confufion and cow 
flernation muff they appear at the great Audit, who 
have fo unfaithfully managed thet truft? °Tss there: 
fore now no longer time to dally, but by an affidums 
care and diligence to endeavour to redeem their pap 
W husbandry, left they run the Fate of that EvilSet 
_yant mentioned, Matth. 24. be furprized in th 
midft of their Inovdinacies, and have their portion 
affigned them im weeping and gnafhing a 
teeth. an 

4. AND now what Objedtion can they pofoy 
make again? this fo neceffary a Cautton, which 's 
founded upon fuch Motives, as fhould methinks * 
fallibly prevail upon all forts of tempers? TF A 
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we may conclude thofe endlefs Foys propofed by God, 
- 1 re 


aS 


: The Gonclufion. ISI 
have any fenfe of Fear, here ave thofe Terrours of the 


Lord, which ave amazing enough to fet even a Bel- 
fhazzar ( though with the Cup at his Mouth, hy Con- 


_ cubines by his fide) atrembling. Certainly he muft 


not be only frozen but petrified in-defperate imptety, 
whom even a glimpfe of thofe eternal flames will not 
be able to diffolve. — 

5. BUT of Fear ( though of God) be too degene- 
rous 2 Paffion for aGentleman to onn, this advice 
can upon as good grounds addrefs it felf to their 
Hope: there as well the Joy of the Lord for the 
Faithful, as the outer Darknefs for the unprofi- | 


_tableServant. For though God have Right of ab- 


folute Dominion, and might exatt obedtence on his 
bare command ; yet heis more pleafed to fhew him- 
felf a Benefattor than a Lord, and therefore de- 
fcends to treat with men by the more gentle and invi- 
ting methods of Promifes and Rewards. Nay, in- 
deed the end of his Commands is only to make usca- — 


pable Subjects of thofe Eternal Felscittes he defires 


to ol And this furely 1s enough to excite men to. 


adiligent negotrating with thofe Talents they have 
received, fince st 1s indeed themfelves they are tra- 
ding for. The ftock it is true 1s Gods, but all the in- 
creafe of it will by his bounty certainly devolve on 
them. And therefore as Naaman’s Servants 
thought the cure he was in purfust of, deferved a 
fubmiffion to the fevereft Prefcriptions, If the Pro- 
phet had bid thee dofome great thing, wouldft 
thou not have done it ? 2 Kings 5.3. So furely 


OTE . 


a: 


Is2 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. 
ave cheaply earned even by the moft exhaufting La- 


bours, the moft vizorous Tasks. — 
G. Bil T fuch ts the Tendernefs and Indulgence of 
our gracious Mafter, fo eavneft his deftre of bis dif- 
penfing his Rewavds, that he will not truft mens floth 
and folly with fuch a pretence of defeating them- 
felves; and therefore hath annexed no fuch Conditi- 
on. Webavefeen, through all the feveral parts of 
Duty, which conftitute the Gentleman’s. Calling, 
that they ave of a quite distant frame, not Toths but 
Refrefbments, not Yokes but Crowns, fuch as differ 
only in fixe from thofe Celeftial ones to which they 
. tends fothat here ts bait evento the greatest Volup- 
tuary.. And who that obferves how many fuch there 
be, would-expeét this Fruit of Paradife fhould fill 
hang untouched? Yet fuch a prepofterous Temperance 
have they put on, that they are proof againft all thefe 
allurements. Good God‘ what contradsétions are 
men made up of! It 1s the bufinefs of their lives to 
purfue pleafures, and yet when thofe of the moft reft- 
ned and exquifite fort would run into thesr embraces, 
they grow coy, and cannot be courted to recetve them. 
We daily fee the Devil hath his Martyrs: it feems 
he hath his A{ceticks too. And fo witty is the World 
grown in creating fins, that they have found out afin 
offelfdenial. Would God thefe abfuvd Mortifiers 
might be per[waded toremit fomewhat of their feve- 
rity. The moft rigid Orders in Religron have ftill 
tndulged fome relaxation, fome times of Feftrutty: 
why fhould Satan's Votavies be fomuch more zealous 
than God's, asto make thew abjtinences fo perpetu- 
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9. IT [peaks indeed the Cruelty of that Mafer 
they ferve, but foit does hit Policy alfo. He well 


: knows that if thefe Divine Lights fhould but infinuate 
_ themfelves, they would foon undermine bis whole 


~ 


; Foundation: fo ravifting and attractive ave they, 


_ that nothing but a perfect Ignorance of them can be 
, Amulet fufficient againft their Charms. And there-— 


. fore it is his neceffary concern to keep men fromever 


a 


tafting of them, the leaft relifh whereof would be fure 
to make them defpife all his adulterated Delscactes.. 


, So we fee he can give fome rational account of his part 


_ of the matter. But what can Men fay for them- - 
., felves, who play his Game for him, even when thetr 


own Souls are at the flake, that at once renounce that 


:, Eternal intereft, and Prefent pleafure ? This 1s in- 
, deed in David's Phrafe, 2 Sam. 3.33. to die as a 

Fool dieth. Their hands are not bound, nor their 
| feet put intofetters; no extrinjick hindrance lies on: 


" them, why they may not ftretch forth their Hand to 


_- mouths, Prov. 19. 24. 


" this Tree of Life,. and eat and live happily here;. 
" and glorioufly for ever. And yet like Solomon's: 


Sluggard, they hide their hands in their bofom,. 
and will not fo muchas bring.them to their 
8. THIS is fo fupid a Folly, as none that pre- 
tends to common fenfe, would in any-morldly concern-. 
ment be guilty of. Wall any man venounce a rich un-. 
chargeable Reverfion; when he is mot enly wooed, but. 
bribed by a confiderable Sum in hand not to difclarm 
at? I fear there ave few fo mortified to Wealth, 
as to do it upon the {cove of Self-dental;, agd fure no. 
| man 
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man would be thought inhis wits, that fhould deit 
upon anyother. or what jealoufies foever he had 
entertained of the Security, or Value of that future 
Lftate, yet the prefent vifible profit would deferve his 
confidevatson. There ss but one circumftance imagi- 
nable, that could reafonably avert him, and thatis 
the fufpition of Deccit, that the Coin which is offer- 
ed him ts falfe and adulterate. And that I may not 
be under a neceffity of pronouncing fo many men mad, 
I fhall fuppofe it not unlikely that this fcruple may oc- 
cur tothemin the grefent Cafe. They have fo long 
brought all their Bullion to Satan's Mint, fuffered 
him to ftamp thei Pleafures, that none will now 
pafs for current with them, which has not his In- 
prefs: and upon this account "tis too probable they 
ny diftruft the validsty of the prefent Payment, dy: 
believe the pleafantnefs of thofe Duties I have here 
recommended to thetr . Enjoyment, as well as Pra- 
éitce. Nor fhall I defive to smpofe on their belief, 
but fhall very willingly wave their Faith, and appeal 
to their Senfe. But then they muff remember, that 
that ss uncapable of judging by any other means but 
Experience: and therefore if all that has been aa- 
dreft to their Reafon be ineffectual, that remains 
asthe laftreferve for their convincement. Let eve- 
ry one of them fersoufly and confctenctoufly fet 
to the Practice, (and allow only for fo much of 
difficulty, as naturally attends the interrupting 4 
contrary Guffom) and then let him if be can, doubt 
of the Pleafure. Let him allow himfelf but this 
one Medium to snfer it, and I fhall. defie his diffent 
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to the Conclufion. Let him fow with me this 
handful of Seedin the Tears of true Gontrition for 
remembring his Duty and Interefts fo late, and I 
frall reft confident he will reap in jey i this World, 


jand carry the news of 1t to another, even thsther 


alfo bring his fheaves with him, abundance of 
Fruit to his account, be bleft here, and crown’d 
eternally. | | 
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BLESSED Lord, I thy wretched 

Creature, thy not only unprofitable 

and flothful, but wicked Servant, do 
here proftrate my felf at thy Feet, humbly ac- 
knowledging that I have moft perverfly and 
moft es, Bao te a a aa thofe many 
precious Talents wherewith thou haft intruft- 
ed me. I have, O Lord, unworthily abufed 
thofe common Mercies which thou haft afford- 
ed me as a Man, and a Chriftian, my whole 
life having been a continued refiftance to the 
Dictates Both of Reafon and Religion. But 
I have yet farther perverted thofe more fpecial 
Liberalities of thine, whereby thou haft affayed 
to vanquifh and melt an ungrateful heart. My 
Knowledge hath had no influence on my Choices, 
but I have obftinately purfued thofe wayes, 
which I knew led to the Chambers of Death, 
and by advancing my Sins from Ignorances to . 
Prefumptions, hath ferved only to render me 
liable to the greater number of: ftripes. That 
Wealth whereby I fhould have glorified Thee, 
and fuccoured my Brethren, I have converted 
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into fuel to maintain and accend my Covetouf- 
nefs, Pride and Luxury, fo levying War a- 
gainft Thee with thine !own Treafure. Thus 
unfaithful, O Lord, have I been in the up 
righteous Mammon; and who then _fhall com- 
mit to my truft the true Riches? I have waft. 
ed that Time thou haft given me, to work out 
my own Salvation, vainly and impertinently, 
nay often fo vicioufly and impioufly, that Idle- 
nefs, though a Crying fin of Sodom, hath been 
the filenteft of my guilts, the greater portion 
of my Days having been dered either to the 
purfuit or enjoyment of my brutifh Pleafures, 
_fo making it my bufinefs to provide for the Fleh 
to fulfill the Lufts thereof; and of thofe m- 
ny Daies and Years thou haft afforded me, how 
few minutes are there of which I can give any 
tolerable account to Thee, or my own Soul? 
Nay, O Lord, as if my fingle and _perfonal 
Impieties had been too little, I have propa- 
gated them to Others, and have made that Au- 
. thority and E:itcem, which thou gaveft me for 
better purpofes, the means of enfnaring all 
whom my Intereft or Example could feduce. 
- And now, O Lord, how unknown aftonifhing 
a weight of guilt do I lie under, that am to 
anfwer for fo many Sins of Other men, as 
well as my felf, that have thus been a Snare on 
eMizpah, anda Net f{pread on Mount Tabor; 
the Inftrument of entangling and betraying 
fo many Souls? O merciful Lord, who de- 
lighteft not in the death of -a finner, look with 

pity 
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= pity both’ on them, and me; Give me a fins 
. cere and earneft Repentance, for my own 
offences, and if it be thy bleffed will, make me 
:fome way inftrumental to the begetting the like - 
in them, that I may be as contributive to their 
> Recovery, as I have been to their Fall: And let 
- the confcioufnefs of my great Sloth and Un- 
 faithfulnefs in all the parts of my Stewardfhip,- 
, excite me to a more diligent and induftrious 
improvement of all thofe advantages thou haft 
- put into my hands, for thy glory, the - benefit 
Of my. Brethren, and the eternal joy of my 
-own Soul. Grant this, O gracious Lord, for 
his fake who came to Call finners to Repen- 


tance, Jefus Chrift our Lord. 








A Thanksgiving, 


4 MOST gracious and moft bountiful 
. = _ Lord, who doeft good unto all, but 
haft in an Pee meafure a- 
‘bounded to me thy unworthieft Servant. I de- 
‘fire with all exuberant thankfulnefs of heart, 
to confefs and celebrate this thy great good- 
nefs. Lord, thou haft not been to me: a Wil- 
dernefs, 2 Land of Darknefs, but haft caufed 
my Lot to fall in a fair a Thou haft 
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not only given me a Natural, and a capacity 
of a Spiritual life, bur haft alfo enriched me 
with many advantages for the comfortable fup- 
port of the one, and the happy. improvement of 
the other, above what thou aftordeft to mul- 
titudes of others. Thou haft liberally given 
me of-the Dew of Heaven, and fatnefs of the 
Earth, an affurance of all thofe good things 
which may both oblige and affift me chearful- 
ly to ferve Thee. 6 let not my Heart like | 
Gideon's Fleece remain dry, whileft all about | 
- it is thus- plentifully watered from Heaven; — 
but give me, I befeech thee, fuch a fenfe of 
thy Mercy, as may exprefs it felf in acon . 
{tant and zealous Obedience. Thou haft done 
fo much for this meaneft Plant in thy Vine- 
yard, dreft it and fenced it about with Thy 
Grace and Providence; and having built 2 Wine- 
prefs, imiayeft moft reafonably expect fome 
Clufters to be brought to it at the Vintage. 
O let not fo gracious, fo equitable a demand 
be fruftrated, when thou lookeft it fhould © 
bring forth Grapes, let it not bring forth wilde 
Grapes; let not thofe Advantages F enjoy abor. 
others, tempt me to exalt my felf, or defpife 
them, but grant me alwaies to remember 

it is Thou only that makeft me differ from 
another. Lord, let thy Methods be my. Do 
cuments, thy Difpenfations of oe ie to- 
wards me, the Engagements and Bands of the 


clofeft and moft inviolable Duty, that that 
| | Eminency 
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= Eminency of condition wherein Thou haft 
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placed me in this World, may be an effe- 
ckual Admonition to me to be eminent in Vir- 


" tue, that Men fecing my good Works, may 


lorifie Thee my Heavenly Father, through Je- 
fas Chrift our Lord and bleffed Saviour. 





‘A Prayer. 


THOU moft Righteous and Impar- 
®B tial Judge, who defpifeft not the mean, 
nor accepteft the perfons of the Migh- | 
ty, Make me always to remember and feriouf- . 
ly to confider, that none of thofe outward Pri- 






‘; viledges I enjoy among men, can exempt me 


from thy fevere Tribunal, but that I fhall one 
day be brought to Judgment, as for all that I 
have done in the Alefh, fo particularly for thofe 


. {pecial and peculiar Advantages, whereby thou 


haft defcriminated me from my meaner Bre- 
thren: And oh let thefe Terrours of the Lord 
timely perfwade, yea conftrain me to a chear- 
ful imploying of all I have received, to thofe 
ends for which thou haft beftowed them, Lord, 
grant that the Knowledge thou haft given me 
may have fuch an efficacy on my Practice, 
that it may. alwaies guide, never upbraid me. 

Mz And 
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And as thou haft opened thy hand wide to me 
in temporal Plenty, fo enlarge my heart in 
Thankfulnefs toward Thee, and in Compatftion 
and Bounty toward thy poor Members: I am 
not f{traitned by thee, O let me not be ftrait- 


- ned in my own bowels; let neither Covetouf- 


‘nefs nor Riot make me poor in the midft of 
Riches, but grant me that true Enjoyment 
which Confifts in a Charitable difpenfing of 
them, that forfaking all the unfatisfying nav- 
feated pleafures of Luxury, I may purchafe to 
my felf that more folid tranfcending delightof 
fuccouring the diftreffes of my fellow Chrift- 
ans. Lord, fufler not my wealth to be only 
a lading with thick Clay, nor the Rutft of it 
to bear witnefs againft me, but rather make 
me of the number of thofe that need relief 
than of thofe who want hearts to give it. And 
fince in thy gracious Providence thou haf 
placed me in a condition of eafe and vacancy; 
O let me not pervert it into-a life of Idlencls 
and Senfuality, let me not be Jefs, but better 
bafied than other men. O never fuffer me to 

incur the guilt or reproach of being mores | 
mifs or indifferent in my entercourfe with 
Thee, than others are of their traffique with 
the World, of having lefs care of my own and 
other mens immortal fouls, than they have of 
their corruptible bodies; but make me fo ir 
duftrioufly to husband every minute of that 
precious Time thou lendeft me here, as may 
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be in order to’ableffed Eternity both of. my. 
felf, and as. many more as thou fhalt put with- 


"in my reach. O let not any perfons ever have 


caufe to accufe their relatidn to me, for be- 


_ traying them to Sin here, or Mifery hereafter; 


but grant that all that are under my care or 
power, may receive fuch wholfom’' influence 
from me, as may nourifh all Chriftian Practice 
among them; And, Lord, grant that my Exam- 


_- ple may be fuch to all, that. I never prove to 


any. an occafion of Falling : Let. me never con- 
tribute to that power and émipire which Vice 


‘has gotten in the world, but with a fteady cou-. 


rage oppofe all Impiety, how cuftomary or fuc- 


-cefsful foever; Let-me think nothing Honou- 


rable, but what bears Thy ftamp and imprefs on it, 
but engage, and animate, and inflame my be- 


9 


_ numm’d breaft, to the moft eager and vigorous . 


endeavour of recovering difcountenanced Vir- 
tue to fome efteem and reputation among men. 
And, O Lord, grant that by an affiduous Pra- 
Ctice of all Duty, I may arrive to fuch 4 guft 


- and relish of it, as‘ may utterly fupplant any 


fenfual delights in‘my own heart, and may al- | 
fo qualifie me experimentally to affure others 
how fweet the Lord is, that I may be an effe- 
ctual (though unworthy) Inftrument in thy. 
hand of drawing many to the Obedience of 
Chrift, and that renouncing all the vain tor- 
turing Ambitions of this World, TF mayafpire 
to no other honour but be of being approved 
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ee 
by Thee as a good and faithful Servant ; that by 
thy mercy: having my Infirmities covered, and 
my Sincerity accepted, I may at laft be admit- 
ted into the Joy of my Lord, through the me- 
rits of Jefus Chriftmy bleffed Saviour and Me- 
diatour. Amen. | 





For more particular Concernments, the Reader ma 
be referred to the Devotions at the end 
[The Whole Duty of Man] 12° fold } 

_ J. Garthwait. 
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